
   September - 2006    The Valley Patriot     29

Many veterans’ organizations petitioned
Congress over the ensuing years before it
was finally enacted. It went before the
Judiciary Committee the next day, where
over 20 million citizens endorsed the petition.

Musical purists said with justification that
the music was too high a register to be sung
by all except operatic sopranos. The score
was rewritten in the key of A flat, to bring it
within reach of more American vocal cords

The climax came when VFW Auxiliary
member Elsie Jorss Reilly stood and sang
Key’s words to the accompaniment of the
Navy band. The bill came out of committee
by a vote of 16 to 2, but stalled on the House
floor because of the objection from a
Mississippi representative. It finally passed
on April 21, 1930, and was sent to the Senate
Library Committee where it again lay fallow
until March 31, 1931. On that date, it passed
unanimously, a day before the 71st
Congress adjourned. President Herbert
Hoover signed the bill the following
morning. The Star-Spangled Banner was
now the nation’s national anthem by law, as
well as in fact.

In recent years, it has been under assault.
A campaign to replace it with something
other than a “war song,” was waged. Public
opinion, however, appears to be on the side
of tradition.

May we stand, salute our flag, play and
sing our national anthem as it was written ...
forever!

Senior
Moments

with Jim Cassidy

Seniors &Veterans

Our National Anthem
Celebrates its 75th Birthday

Yes, the American Legion has a secret.
The secret IS the American Legion and what
it is all about.

The first thing that
comes to people’s
mind is a bar where
folks get plastered.
Well, some Posts do
not have a bar. Many
do have a bar and a
function hall. And they
abide by the rules/
regulation governing
liquor establishments.
What the Legion is all
about stems back to its
roots in 1919. The
American Legion is
about advocating for veterans benefits,
community service, national defense,
supporting children and youth activities.

The American Legion along with other
veterans groups fought to get what is now
the Veterans Administration established.
Have you ever heard of the GI Bill of Rights?
Well, the American Legion is recognized as
the originator and fought to get it through
Congress. It was one of the greatest pieces
of social legislation when you think of how
many men and women went to school and
bought homes with their benefits.

How about American Legion baseball?
Haverhill’s own Carlos Pena played Legion
ball. Albert Pujols, Ted Williams, Carl
Yaztremski, Carleton Fisk, Johnny Bench,
Yogi Berra and many others benefited from
Legion ball. There are now 50 members of
the Baseball Hall of Fame who played on a
Legion ball team. We have many politicians
who attended Boys State and Girls State

Jim is Vice-Commander of American Legion
Post #219. He served as a combat infantryman
in WWII, fighting in France and Germany with
the 70th Infantry Division. Jim Cassidy was
awarded the Bronze Star for his service. You
can email him with questions or comments at:
Cassperryst@aol.com

The recent flag amendment, heard before
the U.S. Congress, which would make the
burning or desecration of the American flag
illegal, failed passage this year by one vote
in the Senate, despite the overwhelming
support in the U.S. House, the states of the
union, and the American public ... it is not
freedom of speech to burn our most precious
symbol of America!

This failed amendment disappointed
millions of American veterans’, the military
and their families, but the bill will come up
again before Congress in next year’s
session, and all veterans organizations
everywhere will be out in force to ensure
passing.

Like the flag amendment bill, our own
national anthem faced the same long
struggle before Congress until it’s ultimate
passage into law.

In 1928, the U.S. was the only modern
nation in the world without a sanctioned
national ballad. The Star-Spangled Banner
had been played and sung with varying
degrees of success for some 100 years. The
uplifting words came from Francis Scott
Key, a 35-year-old lawyer who had watched
from Chesapeake Bay, Md., the night the
British bombarded Fort McHenry in 1814.
The next morning, the sight of the tattered
flag still flying over the shelled fort inspired
Key to put his feelings to words. They were
published as a poem in the September 20,
1814 issue of the Baltimore Patriot.

Set to the music of an old English drinking
song, “To Anacreon in Heaven,” it became
an instant favorite. President Woodrow
Wilson proclaimed it the national anthem in
1916, but Congress had yet to legislate it as
the nation’s patriotic musical signature.

programs. In Massachusetts we have a
Student Trooper program. At our state
convention, police and firefighters are
recognized for their courage and sacrifice

to the community. We
have been allied with
the Boy Scouts since
our beginning.

Various posts also
sponsor blood drives,
cookouts for veterans
from the Bedford and
Chelsea facilities. Post 4
Haverhill members put
on a music show this
last February at the
Soldiers Home in
Chelsea. Donations are

given to flood recovery programs, the Make
a Wish foundation and many others.

Where do you think this money comes
from? Much of it is from the money coming
in from the bars, function halls and fund
raisers. And there are countless hours given
by the American Legion family members
which includes the Legion, Sons of the
American Legion and the Auxiliary.

We give so much back to the community,
yet are thought of as drunks sitting at the
bar. My drink of choice and you can ask the
bartenders, is a diet cola. And if you are
eligible to join our family, please do so. We
need more members. Eligibility can be found
at www.masslegion.org. Or stop by your
local post.

The American Legion
Has a Well-kept Secret

John Lenotte is the Commander
of District 8/Essex County

American Legion
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16 Woodland St.

DEVERS
Write in Marcos

Devers

for State
Representative
in Lawrence

Katie’s Kitchen

COME CELEBRATE OUR
1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

Open 7 Days a Week: Mon. - Fri., 7am - 2pm

     Saturdays: 6am - Noon (breakfast only)

Sundays: 7am - Noon (breakfast only)

Homemade Soups - Chicken Barbs
- Real Veal on Tripoli Bread -

Daily Lunch Homemade Specials

267 Merrimack St. in Lawrence

John Lenotte



30   The Valley Patriot          September - 2006

Boston, Miami … blasts that level the downtown areas of
these cities. Imagine the twisted wreckage, vaporized
bodies, the walking dead with burned flesh hanging from
their limbs and retching from radiation sickness, hundreds
of square miles of urban infrastructure burning with no fire
suppression, polluted air and water, … if you need a
reminder, just visit Web sites that detail the destruction of
Hiroshima and Nagasaki.

Our economies, while normally resilient, would be
severely impacted. Even life’s basics, such as food, water
and medicine, will almost surely be in short supply. Financial
records may be irretrievable. And you thought you had a
brokerage account or a 401K account! Even if the stocks
you owned still had value, which is questionable, there
may be no record to substantiate your claim or a court that
cares enough to hear it. Try writing a check or using your
credit card with no clearing-houses to handle your
transactions. I’ll bet you expect your lights to still go on
when you flip a switch, or your freezer to freeze, or gas
stations to have gasoline to dispense, or grocery stores
with food to sell. How will you plan to stay warm in the
winter? We are a spoiled people!

Politically, our will to resist will be challenged. We might
strike out with nuclear weapons ourselves, but the damage
will already have been done. We must avoid it in advance.

How do we do that? We must counter the very
combination of circumstances previously listed. The key is
to take a seemingly forgotten element of the Bush doctrine
seriously — hold state sponsors of terrorism responsible
— and couple this with a realization that we are at war. We
are not in some political contest or minor skirmish, but in a
war.

Currently, the war on terror is not that threatening, even
if terrorists bring down a few dozen passenger planes. But,
give our religious and fanatic terrorist adversaries nuclear
weapons and the stakes are raised a thousand fold. We
must win now – not put off the tough decisions to later.
Later is too late.

We need to act on the Bush doctrine. Iran has clearly
funded terrorist organizations. It is time to preemptively
topple the Iranian government, remove all of the remnants
of its nuclear program, take control of the Iranian oil fields,
and operate the oil fields with profits going to private
shareholders: the Iranian people (each citizen getting an
equal share).

Don’t occupy the country … only the oil fields. Just put
in a provisional government, with a basic bill of rights, and
schedule elections. They can have a civil war if they want
... at least they’ll spend their time doing that and not
developing nuclear weapons or funding terrorists in other
countries. If the government that emerges is responsible, it
can take over the oil fields.

If not, we can maintain control and suspend dividend
payments to the “stockholders.” That will get their
attention.

A similar strategy should have been used in Iraq. Give
the people an incentive to act sensibly. If they don’t, they
can live in hovels … it is their choice.

Simultaneously with our move into Iran (which would
immediately relieve the terrorist threat in Iraq), we need to
send a stern message to Syria and North Korea: “Change
your ways or you’re next!”

Syria, isolated and on its own, would immediately see
the wisdom of our suggestion.

North Korea may or may not respond. Either way, its
better to “play the game” now, than when they have an
arsenal of nuclear weapons on top of missiles that actually
work.

This is a gutsy strategy ... but requires less than one
hundredth the level of testosterone that will be needed
when our adversaries have nuclear weapons. It is not too
late … but it will be soon.

Continued
The War on Terror, A Game? Continued From Page 3

Deborah Crompton
Attorney At Law

184 Pleasant Valley St., Methuen

* Personal Injury * Estate Planning
* Bankruptcy * Real Estate

affordable, professional service

978-682-9706

Dr. Ormsby is a member of the
North Andover School Committee.
He is a graduate of Cornell and has
a doctorate from MIT. If you have
any questions or comments, you can
contact Dr. Ormsby via email:
ccormsby@comcast.net

And, finally, 1914: This policy perspective is posited by
Mr. Douthat at the conclusion of his article.  Specifically,
he suggests that we “are poised on the edge of an abyss
that nobody saw coming.”

History provides invaluable lessons and is the experience
we must depend on, along with reason and logic, to make
strategy decisions in the face of threats by our adversaries.
It is likely that you found yourself more sympathetic to one
— or possibly two — of the perspectives listed above, and
less swayed by the others.

For the most part, readers probably preferred the
historical period that was suggested as supporting their
favorite strategy. If you favored containment and
negotiation, you probably thought that the 1948 “Cold War”
model was best. If you favored our current Iraq policy, the
analogy to 1942 probably filled your bill.

Unfortunately, none of the historical analogies cited here
combines all the basic ingredients of the current foreign
policy challenge. That is not to say they do not provide
important lessons and insights. They do. But we must
recognize that a change in a single key circumstance can
lead to radical changes in the strategy we should choose.

Consider two chess games. The positions of the chess
pieces in both games are identical except for a single chess
piece whose position on one board is altered. While in
some cases that changed location is irrelevant to strategy;
in other cases it can lead to the need for a radically different
strategy.

So what factors in the current conflict, either alone or in
combination, could substantially impact our preferred
strategy? While the list is probably endless, I will list four
of the more important factors for consideration:

1. Terrorism is the primary instrument of threat,
not conventional warfare.

2. The threat and initial attacks are not carried out
by governments, but are primarily carried out through
stateless entities (e.g., al-Qaida, Hezbollah, Hamas, Ansar
Al-Islam, Abu Sayyaf, or Islamic Jihad).

3. The terrorist organizations are surreptitiously
funded and armed by sympathetic governments – many of
whom have excess cash derived from oil, which they have
in abundance.

4. Some of these sympathetic governments are on
the verge of acquiring nuclear weapons - weapons they are
desperately pursuing.

These critical factors are not merely circumstantial or
accidental. They are that way by design. Here is why:

Ø Our adversaries cannot match us in conventional
warfare. They have learned from history that asymmetrical
warfare tends to level the playing field. Ounces of explosive
can bring down an airline and cause enormous economic
harm far in excess of the cost of the operation or of the
proximate damage.

Ø The apparent guilty parties must not be
established governments, because governments can be
quickly dealt with. The attackers know they must be
stateless entities without substantial fixed assets subject
to attack.

Ø To the extent that substantial funding and
sophisticated arms are required (e.g., the assets Hezbollah
used to confront Israel), they must come from established
governments because only governments can amass the
needed monetary resources or procure the high-tech
armaments.

Ø Finally, the mass destruction needed to bring the
Western democracies to their knees can only be delivered
with nuclear weapons. Ultimate victory by our adversaries
can only be accomplished if they can wield the ultimate
uranium fist.

So there you have it. Our strategy must effectively counter
this combination of circumstances – the post 9/11
circumstances, not the circumstances that prevailed in 1914,
1919, 1938, 1942, 1948, or 1972.  I’m an engineer by training
and my background says we need to design a bridge to
ford the present river, not a different river. We can use
proven design rules, but we must ensure that they are
applicable to all the present circumstances.

Which brings me to game theory. If you saw the movie
“A Beautiful Mind,” you have been exposed to game theory,
the forte of the movie’s subject, the Nobel Prize winning
and brilliant Princeton-educated mathematician, John
Forbes Nash, Jr.

The basic insight of game theory is that each participant
in a game should make his next move in a manner that
minimizes the worse outcome that his opponent can
subsequently inflict. Said a different way, since your
opponent will always try to arrange the outcome of the
game to his maximum advantage (your maximum
disadvantage), you should make the move that minimizes
the possible disadvantage to which you could be subjected.

The “game we are playing” is not going to be over in a
year or two. It will only end with the destruction of those
governments who seek our destruction, or with major
Western cities in smoldering radioactive ruins and our will
to resist broken. Nothing less will end the struggle.

Without the backing of governments, terrorist
organizations cannot win. They can kill a few thousand
people occasionally and give the media a shot in the arm,
but Western civilization will survive. Give them nuclear
weapons and all bets are off.

Any strategy that seeks to minimize the maximum damage
that can be foisted on us must, first and foremost, eliminate
the threat of a nuclear attack by our enemies. Whether
delivered by a terrorist or by a sympathetic government,
this threat must be eliminated.

Imagine simultaneous nuclear blasts in several of our
major cities: New York, Los Angeles, Chicago, Atlanta,
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Helping you care for yours, the way
we care for ours...

New England
Psychological Consultants

45 Merrimack St., 5th Fl., Ste. 502

Lowell, MA 01853

Phone: 978-452-7038
Call for Rates

Pediatric, Adult and Geriatric
Neuropsychological and

Psychological Assessment

...WHEN YOU NEED A HELPING HAND

Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...Everybody hurts sometimes ...
Understanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, yourUnderstanding your own, your
child's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needschild's, loved one's, or elderly's needs
can often be confusing.can often be confusing.can often be confusing.can often be confusing.can often be confusing.

It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.It's okay to reach out for help.
We're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through theseWe're here to help you through these

Dr. GuzmanDr. GuzmanDr. GuzmanDr. GuzmanDr. Guzman
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For applications, contact the
Lawrence Personnel Dept.

or the Office of the Mayor
200 Common St., Lawrence, MA
Applications & detailed job descriptions are available in

the Personnel Office - 200 Common Street, Suite 303,
Lawrence, MA 01840 or by browsing our website at
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Andover Podiatry, P.C.

John Hurchik, DPM

Leading podiatry specialists such as John Hurchik, DPM

are scheduling day surgery at the Andover Surgery Center

for the convenience of their patients. As the first licensed

free-standing surgicenter in Massachusetts, the Andover

Surgery Center offers the latest in medical technology, a

highly experienced staff, and efficient scheduling and

operations. Our mission is to help physicians deliver

quality care to their patients in a timely manner – in a 

caring, comfortable setting. The Andover Surgery Center

sets the standard in surgical day care.

Dr. Hurchik has over sixteen years experience in podiatry procedures such as bunionectomies 

and hammertoe correction. Andover Podiatry is located at 11 Chestnut Street in Andover. Call 

978-475-1313 for more information.

Andover Surgery Center, LP
Doctors Park • 138 Haverhill Street, Andover
978-475-2880 • www.andoversurgerycenter.com

Fully accredited by the AAAHC and certified by Medicare, the Andover Surgery Center has contracts with all major medical insurance providers.

Operating close to home...

Let us make
your day easier


