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Please vote for

The Lawnmower Ordinance
Where do we Draw the Line

Bob Andrew, West Methuen Councilor

Point - Counter Point
People Have the Right to Peace
& Quiet on Sunday Morning

Debbie Quinn, West Methuen Councilor

Paid for by the Friends of Ed “Hoppy” Curran

I can’t believe I’m even
writing about this, but here we
go again. In 2003, an ordinance
was passed stating that from
11:00pm to 7:00am the noise
levels shall not exceed 50
decibels and that at all other
times, the noise levels shall not
exceed 70 decibels. So we
already have an ordinance on the books to
address noise and it works.  That’s why
Methuen does not need any changes to the
ordinance or more laws to address noise.

But my fellow councilor Robert Andrew
disagrees. He believes that 10:00am is more
appropriate on Sundays for lawn mowing
and wants to change the noise ordinance
to reflect that. Why 10:00am? Why not
11:00am? Why not 2:00pm? For that matter
let’s just say no to all noise on Sundays.
Let’s just pass an ordinance that says you
can not cut your grass ALL DAY SUNDAY.

Where do we draw the line? Some people
work six days a week and get home late after
work. Many people cannot get to mow their
lawns after work with so many other family
commitments. Weekends are when many
people mow their laws and who is the
government to say that 9:00am on Sunday
is too early.  It is not for the Methuen City
Council to say, “Mow your lawn on Monday
through Saturday or too bad!” People want
to mow and take care of their personal piece
of property. Hey those are the magic words:
personal piece of property. Your private
property, your freedom and your rights as
citizens of this country not to lose private
property rights to the government. Maybe
blue is an offensive color to you, so you
would like to see all the houses on your
street yellow! Where do we draw the line?
The Methuen police department has said
that someone complained about the color
of houses.  (Information coming Monday,
I’ll get back to you).

Do you know about decibels? Here is
some information of the many infractions
of the law being committed on a daily basis.

1. Normal Residential Area radiates 40
decibels

2. Lawn Mower=65-95
3. Chainsaw=120
4. Average motorcycle=95-110
5 Car horn = 110
6. Air Conditioner=50-75
7. Football field=117

Looks like on any given day,
many of us are already
exceeding our allotted
decibels. Maybe we should
pass a law that says no more
horn honking.  Maybe
Councilor Andrew should be
pushing for chain saws and
horn honking before

lawnmowers. The simple truth is that it is
unreasonable for government, state or local
to keep imposing penalties on citizens doing
their daily, everyday routines. When this
issue came up for the first read, Councilor
Kathleen Corey-Rahme had it right.  Use
common courtesy with your neighbors, and
work in a civilized way to reach a common
solution.  Government need not interfere.

You may say that your neighbor is
unreasonable and stubborn. You would like
no noise before 10:00am. Let’s say you’ve
exhausted all options of being courteous
and understanding. That’s when you could
contact your local law enforcement to
intervene and mediate the situation. We
should not be legislating this issue as there
are already laws in place.

And finally, how does government
enforce such an ordinance? Do the local
police have the man power to enforce such
an ordinance? Is your neighbor supposed
to film you with some type of clock to show
the exact time the crime was committed?
How much do you want your neighbor
fined? Shall we impose a fine of $100 for the
first offense and $200 for the second
offense? With the third offense, the
government should take away the
lawnmower and any other power tool that
exceed that the required decibels away.

Where we draw the line?   In a perfect
world you love all your neighbors. They
would even check with you before planting
an azalea bush to make sure the color
coordinates with your own flowers. This is
America where government needs to respect
private property rights and for goodness
sake, live and LET live. Let me cut my grass
when I want to, within reason. We have
reason already 11:00pm to 7:00am is off
limits.

*Education - *Public Safety
*Health Care - *Taxes - *Energy Costs

Your issues are my issues:

For a ride to the polls please call: 978-681-0019

Edward F. Curran
for State Representative

on Tuesday, September 19.

Much has been made about
the fact that I placed an item
on the Methuen City Council
agenda for a proposed
ordinance to ban lawn mowing
before 10 a.m. on Sundays.
This issue began when I
received a call from a
constituent who objected to
his neighbors cutting their
lawns before 10 a.m. on a Sunday. He asked
if I would propose an ordinance to prevent
this from happening and as a representative
of the people of Methuen I did just that.

Since then, I’ve received numerous other
calls supporting the idea, many of whom
said they were disturbed in the early morning
hours each Sunday by leaf blowers and weed
whackers, as well as lawnmowers.

I have always been of the belief that the
city of Methuen should not be a democracy
run by dictators who decide what should
and what should not be proposed.

Had I decided not to put this item on the
City Council agenda because I disagreed
with it, or because I didn’t think it would
pass, I would be subverting the democratic
process of representative government.

I do support the measure of banning lawn
mowers, weed whackers and leaf blowers in
the early hours of a Sunday morning. My
feeling is, even though my neighbor
doesn’t cut his lawn on a Sunday morning,
many of my constituents have this problem
and want it addressed by a city ordinance.

Why do we need this ordinance?

It is too bad that, today, people do not
know their neighbors like they used to. In
the past, everyone knew their neighbors
and there was a sense of community among
people within a particular neighborhood.
But, if you ask most people today to name
their neighbors, most of them couldn’t do
it. There just isn’t a closeness anymore;
we’ve lost that sense of community which
used to exist in years past. So many people
are transient. People come and go so quickly
that they do not have the time to get to
know who lives on their block.

Because of this disconnect between
people who live in the same neighborhood,
we have the old adage that good fences
make good neighbors. While it would be

great if people could settle
their neighborhood disputes
(such as asking a neighbor to
mow his lawn at a reasonable
hour in the morning) by simply
talking to one another and
having the courtesy to respect
a neighbor’s wishes, the fact
is, such an issue can become
the catalyst for a long-term

neighborhood dispute.

With a city ordinance in place forbidding
lawn mowing, leaf blowing and weed
whacking early on a Sunday morning,
people who do not mind when their
neighbors partake in such activities will not
call police and nobody is affected.

However, in those cases where someone
objects to hearing loud noises on a Sunday
morning and cannot talk to his neighbors, a
quick call to police could settle the issue in
a matter of minutes.

To those who say we are trying to
legislate courtesy or that the government is
trying to be Big Brother, let me remind them
that we already have a noise ordinance in
Methuen. We already regulate loud noises
and this ordinance would just be an
extension of that principle.

If you have to go out and do your
landscaping on a Sunday morning for
whatever reason, my recommendation is
that you snip your hedges and prune your
flowers before 10 a.m.

After that, you can make all the noise you
want.

If you are one of those people who do
not support this ordinance, you should pick
up the phone and call me or your district
councilors and ask us to vote it down. It is
not our duty to be Big Brother.

It is your job as a voter to let us know
what you want us to do. It is our job to do it.

Though I do support this ordinance, let
me make it clear that my personal opinion is
irrelevant here. I believe we are here to
represent our constituents and will abide
by, or advocate for, what they want.

Bob Andrew is a West End District
City Councilor in Methuen. He is in
his first term and can be reached
at bobo1941@comcast.net

Debbie Quinn is a West End
District City Councilor in Methuen.
She is in her first term and can be
reached at drq270@yahoo.com
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BROADHURSTBROADHURST
REGISTER OF  DEEDSREGISTER OF  DEEDS

A name you
know.

 A name you
trust!

A name you
know.

 A name you
trust!

Paid for by the committee to elect Arthur Broadhurst
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happening here, more than any other place [I]’ve worked
previously.”

Which is probably why bloggers have noticed so many
copious examples of phony-looking scenes — from
countless pristine stuffed animals lying in the foreground
of destroyed buildings (slublog.com/archives/2006/08/
the_passion_of.html), to artfully placed Korans amid scenes
of destruction, to a snow-white wedding dress on a
mannequin standing in the middle of a street surrounded
by piles of rubble, to intact cars photographed on Lebanese
roadsides and dubiously labeled as being struck by Israeli
missiles (see hotair.com/archives/2006/08/14/fauxtography-
amazing-new-iaf-missiles-mimic-sledgehammer-damage/).

Miscaptioning (which always makes Israel look worse,
never Hezbollah, go figure) adds another dimension of
fauxto deception. One Associated Press image of an
anguished father carrying his dead 5-year-old daughter into
a Gaza City hospital last week blamed the death on an Israeli
airstrike. Charles Johnson found a correction of the caption
revealing that the girl had been killed in a swingset accident.
I found a Reuters photo of an 18-month-old girl with two
broken legs that was pulled by the wire service in late July
after being included among a photo set of hospital patients
injured in an Israeli air raid. In truth, the girl had been
admitted for a “routine hospitalisation.” Then there was
The New York Times’ misrepresentation of a half-naked
young man sprawled Pieta-like, appearing dead, amid Tyre
rubble. The original Times’ website photo caption? “The
mayor of Tyre said that in the worst-hit areas, bodies were
still buried under the rubble . . . “ Turned out the “dead”
man was a “rescue worker” who was supposedly “injured”
(with his baseball cap tucked neatly in his arm as he closed
his eyes and flung his head back) and had been
photographed in several other scenes running around the
bombing site.

Isolated incidents? In a rare moment of candor, CNN’s
Anderson Cooper revealed the routine mechanics of
Hezbollywood propaganda tours last week: “I was in Beirut,
and they took me on this sort of guided tour of the
Hezbollah-controlled territories in southern Lebanon that
were heavily bombed . . . they clearly want the story of
civilian casualties out. That is their — what they’re heavily
pushing, to the point where on this tour I was on, they
were just making stuff up. They had six ambulances lined
up in a row and said, OK, you know, they brought reporters
there, they said you can talk to the ambulance drivers. And
then one by one, they told the ambulances to turn on their
sirens and to zoom off, and people taking that picture would
be reporting, I guess, the idea that these ambulances were
zooming off to treat civilian casualties, when in fact, these
ambulances were literally going back and forth down the
street just for people to take pictures of them.”

”Just making stuff up.” Remember that.

Meanwhile, the media ostriches carry on. Joe Elbert,
Washington Post assistant managing editor for
photography, told ombudsman Deborah Howell smugly:
“We don’t use tools to change reality.” Newsflash: You are
the tools being used.

An Open Letter to the Greater
Lawrence Technical School Committee

Methuen City Council, At-Large, Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News
Kathleen Corey Rahme

Methuen
MALKIN:

From Page 3

Michelle Malkin is author of the new book, “Unhinged:
Exposing Liberals Gone Wild.” Her e-mail address is
malkin@comcast.net.

COPYRIGHT 2006 CREATORS SYNDICATE, INC.

To the Membership: Chairman Leo Lamontange,
Lawrence; Vice Chairman Gerald Silverman, Andover;
Kenneth Henrick, Methuen;  Michael Condon, Methuen;
Richard Hamilton, Lawrence;  Daniel Fleming, Lawrence;
and John Driscoll, North Andover

From: Kathleen Corey Rahme, Methuen City Councilor,
At Large, Vice Chair

I have chosen to write an open letter because of the
numerous, feeble attempts to discredit the Methuen City
Council and their work pertaining to the travel and
conference debacle at the Greater Lawrence Technical
School. I received a bullying email (08-12-06) from Mr. Gerald
Silverman denying any alcohol reimbursements, and further
stating the City Council was outside their jurisdiction when
it comes to the school. I, along with every elected official in
the communities of Lawrence, North Andover, Andover and
Methuen, received a letter (08-09-06) from Mr. Leo
Lamontange refuting the alcohol reimbursements for some
of the conferences. He included a letter (07-24-06) from Mr.
Charles Fox, Assistant Superintendent of Finance denying
any reimbursement took place.

There were alcohol reimbursements, together with lavish
hotels and top shelf restaurants. In response to
Lamontange’s letter campaign, I shared copies of some of
the expense reports and distributed them to the four
communities that support this school. Further, I am willing
to share this information with anyone who would like to
see it.

Mr. Gerald Silverman insists there was no formal vote
taken to send Mr. Kenneth Hamilton to Chicago. There
may have been no vote taken, but there was a tacit
agreement reached that he should be allowed to attend
based on the fact he served for four years and was basically
“a good guy.” Not seeing any rebuttal, no letters to the
editor or any further corrections by any person on the
school committee, I, like my constituents recognize there
was a consensus. Further, as elected officials, your
committee failed to voice any opposition. You were all
conspicuously silent.

Certainly you can understand why the public would be
upset that their elected representatives chose not to look
out for their interests. How could Kenneth Hamilton feel so
entitled as to book a trip without knowing if he was going
to be reelected? He could have canceled. Besides, why
should the taxpayers even have to reimburse him for the
deposit that he claims he would have lost? Who is he?

Educational conferences are wonderful opportunities for
professionals to exchange ideas and bring back cutting
edge educational advances to the district. The only thing a
non-elected, private person could bring back is receipts.
Does the Greater Lawrence Technical High School
Committee produce reports in order to share their acquired
knowledge and other findings from the conferences? What
is the policy?

It was also stated by Mr. Gerald Silverman that the City
Council of Methuen has overstepped its jurisdiction and
was stretching in their involvement in the Greater Lawrence
Technical School. I beg to differ. We are one-fourth
responsible for approving their school budget. Why is it
you feel we are overstepping our boundaries?

You don’t seem to understand the role of the Methuen
City Council. We are responsible for our share of the
budget. Methuen taxpayers contribute a total of $1.3 million
which is used to educate 229 students from Methuen. We
voted down your budget based in part on the failure of
former Superintendent Mr. Frank Vacirca and Assistant
Superintendent Charles Fox to respond to my inquiries in a
timely fashion regarding the spending practices from the
past five years of the School Committee. I personally voted
down the budget because I felt our own elected officials,
Mr. Michael Condon and Mr. Kenneth Henrick who serve
on the school committee, were not serving the taxpayer’s
interest when they allowed Mr. Kenneth Hamilton to attend
the conference.

These conferences have turned into family reunion
junkets. Richard Hamilton, Kenneth Hamilton and John
Driscoll, all of whom are related, attended these
conferences along with their families.  Then, they either
split the bill in half or in fourths when they brought children.
I have a problem with this mathematical formula. This travel
policy is antiquated and with no cap on spending, it shows
a total disregard for the people who elected them. I want to
see better travel policies in place. Everything should be
separate. Reasonably priced hotels and food allowances
would be more acceptable.

According to MGL Chapter 44 section 58: Cities and
towns; limitation on purchasing powers it clearly states
“No city or town shall pay a bill incurred by any official
thereof for wines, liquors or cigars.”

What is this all about? It began with an attitude that a
non-elected person should be allowed to attend a
conference. It continued with a disregard for an elected
official’s request for information. It further escalated after
finding alcohol, lavish hotels and exorbitant meals on
expense reports. It is now in the “kicking a dog with a
broken leg,” complete denials of wrongdoing, proposed
performance audits and elected vs. appointed committee
phase.

The continued attempts to deny any wrongdoings are a
disservice to all.

The Greater Lawrence Technical School has one
responsibility and that is to provide a good education for
our young people who study the trades. I contend the
school committee has lost focus of this. The GLTS has
demonstrated itself to be one of the lowest performers in
the Commonwealth according to the D.O.E. Office of
Educational Quality and Accountability 2005 report. Our
children deserve better. If the travel junket debacle was
what it took to bring this school into the forefront, then it
was worth it.

I look forward to seeing positive changes under the new
Superintendent, Dr. DeLucia. We all need to move forward
and not lose focus of the most important thing; the
education of the children.

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the former Central
District Councilor in Methuen and was elected
as a city councilor “at large” last year. She is
also the founder of the Methuen Youth Corps and
hosts "Call to Serve." You can email her at
kcoreyrahme @comcast.net

The
Primary

Election is
Sept. 19th

PLEASE
VOTE!
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~  CALENDAR OF EVENTS ~

Methuen Senior Activity Center

SEPTEMBER 2006

Sept. 4 Labor Day. Center Closed.
Sept. 5 Informational Talk: ID Theft. Speaker: Capt. Ebacher of  the

Essex County Sheriff’s Dept.
10:30am. Free.  All are welcome!
Sept. 5 TRIAD Meeting. 11:00am  All are welcome.
Sept. 5 Ice Cream Social. Sponsored by Linda Dean Campbell,

candidate for Representative 1:00pm.
Sept. 6 Coffee Hour. 9-11:30am. Atty. Bob Kelley, candidate for

Essex County Registry of Deeds.
Sept. 9 Free Breakfast for Methuen Seniors. 8:00-10:00am.

Sponsored by Arthur Broadhurst, candidate for Essex
County Registry of Deeds.

Sept. 9 Cabaret! The Mel-Tones. 7:30pm. $7.00pp.
Sept. 11 Classes begin this week!
Sept. 13 Stamps for You!  10:30am.
Sept. 13 Informational Geneology Talk: “Deportation of Nova Scotia”.

Speaker: Paul Martin. 12:30pm. Free.
Sept. 15 Foot Care Clinic. 1:00pm.  By appt.only. $25pp.
Sept. 16 Pancake Breakfast for Methuen Seniors. 8-10am.

sponsored by  Chris DiBella, candidate for  Representative.
Sept. 17 Elder Services of the M. Valley annual Walk For Elders.
Sept. 18 Informational Talk: “Stroke Prevention & Education”.

12:30pm.  Speaker:  Renee Merritt of Life Line Screening.
Free. All are welcome!

Sept. 21 Birthday Party. 11:30am.
Sept. 22 Happy Hearts Chorus Annual “Big Show”. 1:00pm. Donation:

$5.00pp.
Sept. 24 Happy Hearts Chorus Annual “Big Show”. 2:00pm. Donation:

$5.00pp.
Sept. 26 AARP. 1:00pm.  (schedule change this month only.)
Sept. 26 Informational Trip Talk.  Premier Tours to discuss April 24th

trip to Switzerland. 10:00am.  Free.
Sept. 27 Informational Talk: Prescription Advantage. 12:30-2:00pm.

Free.
Sept. 27 N.A.R.F.E. Meeting. 2:00pm.
Sept. 28 Day Trip: Foxwoods Casino. 6:30am. $21.00pp.

Methuen

D IBE L L A
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Methuen         Democrat

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Chris DiBella

A 

NEW VOICE 

FOR 

METHUEN

dibellaforrep@comcast.net

Q U A L I F I E D
Education

Boston University, Bachelor of Arts, Cum Laude 

Suffolk University, Master’s Degree in Business Administration, High Honors 

Suffolk University Law School, Juris Doctor 

Experience

Community Involvement
Member of the Methuen Exchange Club 

Member of the Methuen Historical Preservation Society 

Member of the Massachusetts Bar Association

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

When: Saturday, September 16, 2006
DCR Hatch Shell on the Charles River Esplanade

COST: FREE!!!COST: FREE!!!COST: FREE!!!COST: FREE!!!COST: FREE!!!
Benefit: The American Heart Association

YOU HAVE BEEN SO GENEROUS AND SUPPORTIVE IN THE PAST, AND FOR
THAT I AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL. PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING ME AND “THE

PACEMAKERS” ON SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH. ALONE, ONE CAN ONLY DO
SO MUCH, BUT TOGETHER, WE CAN ALL MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

THE 2006 BOSTON
HEART WALK

Routes: Choose between a 1, 3, or 6 mile
 walk along the scenic Charles River.

TO JOIN: PLEASE GO TO http://heartwalk.kintera.org/
bostonma/thepacemakers , where you can set up your
very own fundraising webpage. Once you’ve joined the
team, I will send out sponsor forms that you can print
out for your friends to sponsor you, or you can send

them to your fundraising webpage.

WE’VE MOVED!

This month I wish to discuss an
outstanding organization that is near and
dear to my heart: the Methuen Exchange
Club. The Methuen Exchange Club has
exhibited a proven legacy of service to our
community since 1983.

The Methuen Exchange
Club is an all-volunteer,
service-oriented group for
business and professional
men and women who want to
prevent child abuse through
a national campaign. In
addition to promoting child
abuse prevention programs,
the Methuen Exchange Club
is also dedicated to the
following goals: fulfilling a
variety of community service projects,
celebrating America, and honoring heroes,
seniors and leaders in our city.

Why Join the Methuen Exchange Club?

We accomplish so much during the year.
Besides the good natured interactions and
lasting friendships Exchange members have
shared for so many years (and sometimes
decades), our organization has utilized its
diverse energy to improve our surrounding
community. Some of the charity and patriotic
projects we complete each year include the
following:

Child Abuse Prevention

 Our children are our nation’s future. Our
club assists the Blue Ribbon Campaign of
Child Abuse Prevention and Awareness. We
donate funds to the Michael B. Christensen
Family Support Center in Lawrence. We
reach out to the children of Saint Ann’s
Home, who have often been the victims of
abuse. The club hosts an annual cookout

for the children, donates recreational
supplies, takes them to Spinners baseball
games and invites them for a free round of
mini-golf and a sundae at Jay Gee’s in
Methuen. What a tradition!

 Community Service

We reach out to hundreds
of deserving children through
our annual partnership with
the Toys for Tots program and
our involvement with the
Methuen Arlington
Neighborhood. Our members
provide holiday presents to
needy children and deliver
food baskets at Thanksgiving
and Christmas.

We raise thousands of dollars every year
through our exciting and entertaining
fundraisers, including the increasingly
popular Taste of Methuen and the mini-golf
tournament.

We maximize every dollar in our charity
account for those less fortunate. When you
witness the smiles of poor working families
who receive food baskets and hear the
wonderful voices of children who open
holiday presents with our charity, it brings
a wave of happiness to our hearts.

  Americanism

We love this country, and we love to
show it. We pass out hundreds of American
flags to parade goers during Memorial Day.
We honor the bravery of our dearly
departed veterans every Veterans Day.
Every November the club officially
recognizes residents and business owners

“Join Our Team to Improve America”
Councilor Ken Willette, Jr.

Continued on Page 27
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Specializing in:
Prime Rib, Steak, chops, seafood, and our famous sauteed dishes.

I am asking for your vote on

September 19th
in the Primary Election.

Thank You....   MikeMikeMikeMikeMike

I am asking for your vote on

September 19th
in the Primary Election.

Thank You....   MikeMikeMikeMikeMike

Now Accepting Reservations by Phone

Contact us at www.tasullivaninsurance.com

SULLLIVAN
INSURANCE AGENCY

Licensed in MA & NH ~ Se Habla EspanolLicensed in MA & NH ~ Se Habla Espanol
Serving the Merimack Valley for more than 38 Years!

2 Convenient Locations2 Convenient Locations
978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700

344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.
Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843

978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200
369 Mer369 Mer369 Mer369 Mer369 Merrimacrimacrimacrimacrimack St.k St.k St.k St.k St.

Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844

* AUTO * HOME * HEALTH * LIFE * BUSINESS
* WORKER’S COMP * CONTRACTORS

80 Myrtle St., Methuen - (978) 682 - 7012

Nestled in the Woods of West MethuenNestled in the Woods of West MethuenNestled in the Woods of West MethuenNestled in the Woods of West MethuenNestled in the Woods of West Methuen

Five minutes from I-93, Pelham St. to West St., Left onto Myrtle,1 Mile on the Left

Mike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's Historic

Elect
If you have any questions or would like to help,

please call: 978-688-3700 or 978-682-7006
or e-mail: Hennessy4rep@msn.com

“Caring About Methuen’s Future”
Elect

Paid for by the Friends of Mike Hennessy, Pat Neel, Treasurer
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would vote to roll back taxes. The tax rate is
too high and the state has a surplus. It
should give that money back to the people.”

 Curran also says he will vote to repeal
the gas tax in the summer months. “At least
for the summer when people are traveling
more, I would repeal the gas tax to help the
economy and give people a break.”

When asked what he thought of the fact
that discount auto insurance companies
can’t do business in Massachusetts, Curran
said he would support overturning the
restrictive laws that keep competition out
of the state. “Let these other companies
come into the state and compete,” he said.
“Competition is good. We should be
allowing these discount insurance
companies to do business in the state.”

On illegal aliens getting government
benefits, Curran says, “If they are not here
legally, they need to get legal.” He was not
clear on whether he thought illegals should
be deported, but said he opposed giving
driver’s licenses or in-state tuition to those
who have broken the law to come or stay
here.

Curran says he does not like nor does he
follow conventional wisdom or what the
“insiders” say about his chances to win the
race. “People follow polls like the one they
did at the city Democrat breakfast. But those
are all insiders who bring their friends and
campaign supporters to a breakfast and then
fill out a poll. It has no bearing on what the
voters want. Some of the people who voted
at that breakfast weren’t even
Lawrence[Methuen?????] residents. They
were family member of one of the candidates.
So, I don’t care what the so-called insiders
say about this race. I care about what the
people want, what the voters want. I go out

Methuen
Veterans’ Services Coordinator Seeks to
Replace Broadhurst at The State House

Valley Patriot Staff

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Open 7 days a week
Sun. - Wed. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Thurs. - Sat. 11:00am - 10:00pm

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

Med. Chicken Wing or
Chicken Finger, Lg. Fr. Fry,

16" Cheese Pizza
& 2 Ltr. Soda

2-16"

Must mention coupon at time of order for delivery, not to be combined with any other offer.

Cheese Pizzas
+ tax

$18.00 + tax

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

$13.99

VPVP

additional toppings $1.25
additional toppings $1.25

ALEX’S HOUSE OF PIZZA

Drivers & Counter Help Wanted

METHUEN – Veterans’ Services Director
Ed “Hoppy” Curran says he is “going to
surprise a lot of people” in the September
19th Democrat primary for state
representative.

Curran faces three opponents: former city
councilors Linda Dean Campbell and
Michael Hennessy and newcomer Chris
DiBella in his bid to be the Democrat nominee
to replace outgoing state Representative
Arthur Broadhurst.

Curran has an extensive resume in public
service, including serving a year in Vietnam
where he was awarded four battle stars and
the Unit Gallantry Cross.

Curran spearheaded the fundraising
efforts and construction of the Lawrence
Vietnam Memorial, taught in the Methuen
and Andover public schools, worked in the
Lawrence Department of Public Works,
volunteers at various nursing homes and
prisons, and is a member of dozens of civic
and social organizations.

Curran says he is neither seeking nor
accepting endorsements from politicians or
special interests. “I know the other
candidates are filling out forms for special
interest groups looking for their
endorsements and their financial support,
but the only endorsement I care about are
the voters of Methuen,” he says.

Curran says as Veterans’ Services Director
for the city of Methuen he has gained
extensive knowledge of health care and the
funding mechanism for health care services.

“Health care is about 40% of what I do in
this job,” Curran said. “I see what the seniors
and the veterans deal with every day. There
are so many seniors who have to use their
life savings to pay for health care and when
I’m elected I will work on changing the
formula to ease the cost of health care for
seniors and veterans.”

As a health care advocate, however,
Curran says he opposes universal or single-
payer health care, saying the private sector
is better equipped to handle health care. “I
don’t favor universal health care. People
have insurance companies and I prefer to
keep it the way it is.”

Curran also says he is unhappy with the
current state of the legislature whereby state

representatives get full-time pay but
“barely” work part time.

“When I am elected, of course I will have
to resign as Veterans’ Services Director
because I believe state reps should be full
time. You see some of these reps spend all
their time during the week at their other job.
From day one, I will be a full-time state
representative because the people of
Methuen deserve full-time representation.
Let me tell you why: my number one concern
besides helping seniors and veterans is
constituent services. When people call, they
should get a representative who answers
their calls.”

Curran says he favors fixing up Methuen
High School, but added that “we have to
do away with this open concept; it is terrible.
I go into the classrooms with veterans
sometimes to talk to the kids and when the
bell rings or announcements are made, it is
really disruptive.” Curran says he will do
“whatever it takes” to get the funding for a
renovation project for Methuen High.

“The formula has changed a bit and I
know the state is cutting back on funding. I
would like to see a reworking of that funding

formula so cities like Methuen can qualify
for more state funding.”

 Curran says he opposes abortion, gay
marriage and the death penalty. “ I don’t
support gay marriage, but as a state
representative I would have supported
putting the issue on the ballot.” Curran says
he supports referendum petitions by the
voters and would not usurp the rights of
voters. “If the people get the signatures, it
should go on the ballot. I don’t agree with
what the legislature did on this at all,” he
said.

  On taxes, Curran says he will vote to roll
back the state income tax to 5% as the voters
have previously demanded at the polls. “I

and knock on doors and I am listening to
what the voters want.”

Curran has been a Methuen resident for
the past twenty years and has been married
to his wife, Ellen Brenan Curran, for thirty-
three years. They have two sons. This is
the first time Curran has run for public
office.

Curran joined the U.S. Army at the age of
18, later graduated from Boston State
College with a BA in history and has one
year of graduate studies.

He makes frequent visits to the Methuen
Senior Center and the Nevins nursing home
as a volunteer. He has also planned and
established the following monuments
honoring: Andrew Bernard, Joe Dilavore
and Arthur Hilgendorf, as well as the flagpole
and monument honoring the 50th
anniversary of the Korean War.

Curran organizes trips to Washington,
D.C. to visit the WW II and Vietnam
memorials.

If elected, Curran says he will hold office
hours monthly at the Methuen Senior
Center so that voters can share their ideas
and concerns.

“As I have done for the last seven years,
I will continue to hold office hours at the
senior center. The senior center is a beacon
of happiness and hope in Methuen. It is a
haven where people can gather to make
friends and get the most out of life. It’s
viability and safety must be a priority.”

To compare candidate interviews or to
check out Methuen election results,

visit: www.valleypatriot.com

who proudly and properly display the
American flag. We dedicate Freedom
Shrines in public buildings, with historical
documents signifying our journeys to
achieve independence and our sacrifices to
extend liberty to our nation and the world.
God Bless America!

Honoring the Heroes Among Us

 At our annual recognition dinner and
awards night, the Methuen Exchange Club
publicly celebrates the often unsung and
heroic measures of police officers and

firefighters who have risked their lives to
save others. We publicize the good deeds
of community leaders, the volunteerism of
seniors and the academic excellence of our
scholarship winners. We are always at the
forefront of recognizing our everyday
heroes!

 What Can You Bring to Exchange?

 Your compassion. Your love of this
nation. Your commitment to a better
community. The Methuen Exchange Club
has served as a successful vehicle for
constructive and positive cooperation
among a diversity of business owners,
elected officials and retirees — just to
highlight a few groups associated with our
club.

We need people who are charitable,
sociable, creative and driven. Do you
resemble any of those qualities?

Give us a call at 978-683-0606. Hundreds
of deserving people are depending on you!

Ken Willette is an at-large City
Councilor in Methuen. You can
email him at
kennethwillette@comcast.net

Exchange Club: From Page 25
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POWs from Russia, France, Britain, Poland,
India and the United States. The roofs of
the buildings were marked with KG (for
Kriegsgefangener, the German word for
POW) and had a large, red cross painted
on them so that Allied planes would not
attack the prison complex.

There was never enough to eat and Eldon
always looked forward to the K-rations
delivered occasionally by the International
Red Cross. Much of the rest of the time the
food consisted of a green soup – nicknamed
“spinach soup” – and chunks of lard. When
Eldon was eventually liberated, he was
about 50 pounds lighter than when he was
captured.

Eldon remembers that every day like
clockwork the Germans had a ritual where
they would parade from the camp hospital -
and purposely in front of the American
POWs - a wooden box covered by an
American flag. He never found out if there
was an actual body inside the box or if the
Germans were just using the “performance”
for psychological reasons.

At the time of Eldon’s imprisonment at
Stalag VA, the Allies were quickly closing
in on what was left of the German Army.
Eldon and the other POWs could see
dogfights overhead between the
Messerschmitt and American fighters. If an
American pilot was shot down and then
brought to the camp, the prisoners would
press him for the latest news on the war.
They wanted to know how close the U.S.
Army was to their location. Liberation was
always on their minds.

After months at the POW camp, one night
Eldon and the others noticed explosions on
the distant horizon. The next morning the
Germans suddenly moved all the prisoners
out of Stalag VA and started marching them
even further into Germany. The Russians
led the column, as they always would in the
days ahead. They marched from sunup to
sundown and Eldon remembers how hard it
was on some of the older GIs who were in
their thirties or forties.

Younger soldiers like himself would help
carry on their shoulders the ones who had
trouble keeping up. For those who fell and
couldn’t rise, the butt of a German rifle was
swiftly administered.

At night, the exhausted prisoners had to
sleep in the open fields beside the road. It
was still cold with snow on the ground from
the harsh winter months. The cold made it
especially hard to sleep. Eldon remembers
one night when he was able to find a large
wooden barrel which he shared with another
GI to conserve body warmth.

Eldon also recalls a night where the
prisoners could hear the drone of Allied
bombers flying overhead – and, incredibly,
it lasted all night long. The sound was
particularly heartening to the prisoners, as
it reinforced their hope that it was just a
matter of time before the war would soon be
over.

Food was always in short supply. Eldon
noted that the POWs considered any fresh
snails they found along the side of the road
as “special treats.” Another source of
precious food was the half-rotten apples
still hanging on nearby trees from the
previous fall season.

During the daytime, the forced march
turned out to be especially dangerous.
American planes might suddenly appear
overhead and strafe the column with
machine gun fire. The pilots unfortunately
didn’t know that those on the road below
were Allied POWs. The prisoners were then

caught in a quandary. If they left the road to
avoid the strafing – and went too far – the
German guards would shoot them. If they
stayed on the road, the American planes
would kill them. It was always a gamble on
what to do.

A section of the march took the prisoners
through a small town which had just been
bombed by Allied planes. The residents,
many injured, were still searching for their
relatives and
neighbors when
the prisoners went
by. They yelled
and screamed at
the Americans as
they passed and
some spit in
disgust towards
those they blamed
for the de-
struction.

During the long
march, at one
point Eldon had a
sudden “nature
call” and asked a
nearby German
guard for
permission to
briefly stop. The
guard granted
permission and
then noticed that
Eldon had a rosary
draped around his
neck. The German,
an older man, then
pointed to Eldon
and asked,
“Catholic?” Eldon
nodded yes. The guard then pointed at
himself and said, “Catholic.” Incredibly, he
then proceeded to take out his wallet and
show pictures of his family to Eldon. This
was one of those rare and short-lived
moments when the instinctive “good” of
human nature was able to transcend the
horrors of wartime.

Late on one of the last days of the march,
the Germans let some of the Indian prisoners
take a quick bath in a nearby stream. When
the Germans ordered them out of the water,
three or four just started swimming away.
So the German guards shot and killed them.
The remaining Indian prisoners then sat
down and refused to resume the march until
the Indian bodies were recovered and
accorded a proper burial on a ceremonial
funeral pyre. Amazingly, the Germans

relented and that evening the Indian POWs
honored their dead comrades.

The delay worked to the advantage of
all the prisoners. That same night, after the
funeral ceremony, and with the march again
underway, the Americans heard machine
gun fire in the distance. There was no
question that these were American machine
guns because of the sharp, crisp, repetitive
nature of the noise. The American Army
was getting close. Very close.

Only hours later, the Germans
unexpectedly separated the Americans
from the rest of the prisoners and herded
them into a large barn. There were
hundreds of exhausted, sick and hungry
American prisoners. The Germans left only
three or four soldiers behind to guard them.

Somewhere around 6 or 7 a.m. that
morning, Eldon and the other American
prisoners suddenly heard the rumbling and
clinking of tanks approaching. These were
the sounds of American tanks. The German
guards stood silent. The noise grew louder

and then a tank from Patton’s 2nd Armored
Division crashed right through the wall of
the barn. A GI popped out of the hatch and
yelled: “Are there any Americans here!”
Eldon remembers a huge roar went up from
the prisoners. The few German guards
surrendered. The GI in the tank then started
throwing out cartons of cigarettes to the
crowd and other GIs passed out rifles to the
former prisoners.

Soon an
Army colonel
appeared and
said, “My
troops are now
going after the
rest of the
p r i s o n e r s . ”
But Eldon
never found
out if the
colonel and
his men ever
caught up and
freed the
r e m a i n i n g
POWs.

The now-
l i b e r a t e d
A m e r i c a n s
were even-
tually put onto
trucks and
taken to an
airport where
they were
flown to
R h e i m s ,
France, the
site of Allied
S u p r e m e

Headquarters. Here they were de-loused,
cleaned up and given all the food they
wanted. After weeks of rehabilitation, the
former POWs were shipped back to the
United States. Eldon arrived on U.S. soil in
August of 1945 and was granted a 30-day
leave to go home to Lawrence.

During Eldon’s capture and
imprisonment, the U.S. Army had no idea
what had happened to him. All they knew
was that he had been missing since
sometime in early 1945. When the Army first
realized he was missing, it sent a telegram
to his parents explaining that Pvt. Eldon
Berthiaume was listed as “missing in action,”
without further information. When Eldon’s
mother, Aldona, got the telegram, she started
attending Mass every day praying for her
son’s safe return. She didn’t find out that
Eldon was actually alive until after he was

Eldon (rear) peddling away from
the post office in Lake Placid,
N.Y. during rehabilitation

liberated by Patton’s forces some four
months later.

When his leave at home was up, Eldon
was sent by train to Lake Placid, New York
where the Army had a special facility for
treatment of returning POWs. Here Eldon
recuperated from his ordeal along with many
other former American prisoners.

After Lake Placid, Eldon was given orders
to report to Ft. McClellan in Anniston, Ala.
to become an Army instructor. He would
subsequently be promoted to staff sergeant
before being discharged from the service in
1946.

Upon returning home, Eldon went back
to work at the Shawsheen Mill for several
years before eventually taking a job at
Western Electric in Lawrence. In 1956 he
was transferred to the company’s huge new
complex in North Andover on Rte. 125. He
worked in various jobs making telephone
equipment and ended up as a supervisor in
microwave equipment engineering when he
retired in 1983.

In the summer of 1943, before Eldon
entered the service, he had attended a family
outing in Canada on Prince Edward Island.
Here he met Corinne Gallant and was
immediately infatuated with her. While there
was little contact between the two during
Eldon’s army service, he finally got back in
touch with her after the war. In 1946, Corinne
and Eldon were married in a Canadian
ceremony. This past July 10th, the couple
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary.

The Berthiaumes have four daughters,
Ruth Messina, Carole Bonin, Elaine Foley
and Lisa Singleton; seven grandchildren;
and seven great grandchildren.

Eldon is a member of American Legion
Post 122 in Methuen and also a member of
the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

Staff Sergeant Eldon Berthiaume, we
thank you for your service to our country
and the sacrifices you endured to protect
our freedoms.

As a final note, Eldon would like to extend
a special thanks to John Doherty, the
Director of Veterans’ Services in Andover,
who was a tremendous help to him over the
past two years in his application for POW
benefits.

Eldon and Corinne
Berthiaume at their

wedding - 1946

Pvt. Eldon Berthiaume
after liberation and back

in the U.S. - 1945

To nominate a veteran to be
honored as a Valley Patriot of
the Month, please email us at
valleypatriot@aol.com.


