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LAWRENCE - In early 1945, Pvt. Eldon
Berthiaume of the Army’s 3rd Infantry
Division was captured by the Germans in
the small village of Utweiler, Germany. He
and other Americans taken prisoner were
force-marched deeper into Germany and,
after a temporary stay at a transitional POW
camp, ended up at Stalag VA [5A] in
Ludwigsburg.

Stalag VA consisted of wooden barracks
surrounded by a perimeter of fences and
barbed wire. There were large groups of

Valley Patriot ace-reporter, Hanna, sat
down with Lieutenant Governor Kerry
Healey at Jackson’s Restaurant last month
for an exclusive interview.

Right now you are the lieutenant
governor. What does the lt. governor do?

Well, under the state constitution, the lt.
governor only has one duty and that is to
be the chairman of the Governor’s Council,
which meets once a week. It approves
judges, justices of the peace, and notary
publics. It also authorizes all the spending
for the state. Each week we have to vote to
pay all our bills. Beyond that, though, the
lt. governor performs all the duties the
governor assigns. Governor Romney has
assigned me a number of duties, one of
which is to be the liaison to the cities and
towns. Another is that I get to chair the
Interagency Council on Homelessness
Issues. I also chair the Interagency Council
on Substance Abuse. I chair the Governor’s
Commission on Sexual and Domestic
Violence. I also chair something called the
Seaport Advisory Council, which works
with the fishing industry to redevelop all
our ports.

That’s a lot for a few! What is your day
like?

My day starts very early in the morning.
I live in Beverly, so I often get up at five in
the morning to get ready to go to work. Then
I usually drive somewhere in the state for a
breakfast meeting. Today I started the day
doing talk radio from my house and then
driving to see a factory where they design
equipment to screen luggage for bombs, like
the ones that were going to be used in the
planned terrorist attack last month. I
generally have some meetings in the
afternoon, do a press event and then, at
night, I do things like this: going to
fundraisers for a campaign or helping other
Republican candidates around the state.
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Who Was Disingenuous?

For years the people of Lawrence and visitors to the city have enjoyed the
majesty of a giant fountain at the corner of South Union St. and Winthrop
Avenue. And for years the DPW has neglected to adequately fix up that fountain
when it fell into disrepair.

Now DPW Director Frank McCann and City Councilor Marie Gosselin have
cooked up a scheme to get grant money by proposing to demolish the fountain
(dedicated to Vietnam veterans), build a park and erect a much smaller fountain.

This from the same councilor and DPW director who rejected tearing down
the Veterans Memorial Stadium for a smaller steel structure because, they said,
the stadium was a monument to the veterans.

We see no difference.

This fountain is also located at an intersection that Police Chief John Romero
calls the “most dangerous intersection in the city.” So dangerous, in fact, that
Romero is putting up video cameras there. Attracting children and families to a
lot of land that is located inches from the highest number of car accidents and
auto fatalities is not only dangerous and unwise, it leaves the city libel.

We find it inexplainable that the DPW cannot adequately fix a fountain, but
is pledging to build a park to maintain instead.

We say, fix the fountain, make whatever upgrades are needed and save the
taxpayers a million or more dollars by treating it with the same respect that we
demanded for the Veterans Memorial Stadium.

Fix The Lawrence Fountain

Valley Patriot
*Editorial*
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At North Andover’s June 5th Annual Town meeting, the School Committee
threatened to cut 23 classroom teachers if its budget was reduced from its
original request to the “To Be Balanced” amount, despite an earlier presentation
by members Ormsby, Kelly, and parent Diana Headrick showing that these
cuts could be avoided by accepting painful but alternative non-teacher cuts.
Sure enough, only days after Town Meeting these 23 cuts dwindled to a mere
1.5 classroom teachers lost.

At the July 10th Special Town Meeting, four members of the North Andover
School Committee held hands and threatened to now cut 28 classroom
teachers if the trash tax wasn’t passed. This time, they said, they really meant
it. When the voters said, “Hell No!” these same four members refused a request
by Dr. Ormsby to reconvene and attempt to salvage as many classroom
teaching positions as possible.

Ormsby then urged angry parents to pressure the committee to meet. They
responded and sent over 100 e-mails to committee members, forcing an August
10th meeting. For a committee that thought there was no reason to meet, it
is odd that the meeting lasted five hours. By the end, 12 positions were restored
… a significant improvement despite the refusal of the committee to consider
additional options motioned by Dr. Ormsby that would have restored seven
more teachers.

Those who watched the meeting witnessed the retaliatory ambush on Ormsby
staged by Perry and Whidden, [See Perry’s transcribed attack and Ormsby’s
response on page 8] claiming that Ormsby had been disingenuous and provided
false hopes and false information.

Well, let’s see. Dr. Ormsby said there were alternative cuts that could substantially
avoid the loss of the 51 threatened classroom-teaching positions [the 23 and
28 noted above]. Of the initial 23, only 1.5 were cut. After the Special Town
Meeting, 12 positions were restored. Had these all been focused on classroom
teaching positions, we would be down from 28 to 16. Subtract from this the
seven teaching positions that the committee refused to make and you would
be down to nine … amazingly, exactly the number of positions that would
have been restored by Ormsby’s plan to transfer $380K of the deficit to the
municipal side.

So, who was closer to the mark? The voters weren’t fooled. They knew who
was being disingenuous and who was sending false information.

The Valley Patriot is published by:
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Thinking Outside
the Box!
Dr. Charles Ormsby

The War on Terror: A Game?
Later is Too Late

The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article submissions from
elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average citizens, and newsmakers. Though we
may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions, our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to
receive important information from those who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing" policy
employed by most newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published
without the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or article for The Valley
Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com

OPINIONS
Our Voice is Your Voice

Continued on Page 30

Currently, the war on
terror is not that
threatening, even if
terrorists bring down a few
dozen passenger planes.
But, give our religious and
fanatic terrorist
adversaries nuclear
weapons and the stakes are
raised a thousand fold.

Friday, September 1, 2006
6:30PM

Opening Ceremonies of the 83rd
Annual Feast of the Three Saints.
Streets are lined with vendors selling
food and feast memorabil ia.
Amusements, games and rides for all
ages.

8:00PM FREE ”Concert on the
Campagnone Common” Featuring:
”American Tenor Michael
Amante”

An evening of romantic music featuring the rich
tones of Michael Amante with world-famous Herb
Bernstein conducting and accompanied by the
very popular Tommy LaMark Orchestra.

Opening Act: International Singer and
songwriter Romina Arena

National Anthem: Performed by
American Idol 5 Finalist Ayla Brown

Saturday, September 2, 2006 - 7:30 PM - Torch Light Parade -
9:00PM - Performing
on the Main Bandstand,
”Joey Dee and The
Starliters “featuring
David Brigati and
Bobby Vali, Who can
forget “The Peppermint
Twist” Ya , Ya, Ya,
What Kind Of Love Is
This, and many more
60’s favorites.

Sunday, September
3, 2006 - 10:00AM
Liturgy Honoring The
Three Saints Holy Rosary Church Corpus Christi Parish - 3:00PM -
Procession of the Three Saints Holy Rosary Church - 4:15PM - Performing
on the Main Bandstand

”The Reminisants” Boston’s favorite Oldies Band. 7:00PM -
”Benediction” St. Alfio Society Hall on Common Street   - 7:45PM Saints
Return to the Church - 8:00PM - Performing on the Main Bandstand
The Saint Alfio Society presents the young and exciting Italian singer
“Franco Corso” Singing many of your favorite classic Italian songs.

83rd Annual Feast of the Three Saints
SSSSSaint Alfio Fidalfio & Ciranoaint Alfio Fidalfio & Ciranoaint Alfio Fidalfio & Ciranoaint Alfio Fidalfio & Ciranoaint Alfio Fidalfio & Cirano

Labor Day Weekend

It’s the story that the journalistic elite
would rather just go away. In the
aftermath of Reuters’ admission
that one of its photographers,
Adnan Hajj, had manipulated two
war images from Lebanon after
bloggers smoked out his crude
Photoshop alterations, and all
920 of his Reuters photos
were pulled, evidence of far
more troubling photo
staging and media
deception in the Middle East continues to
pour in.

Charles Johnson of Little Green Footballs
(littlegreenfootballs.com) calls it
“fauxtography.”

One of Hajj’s photos was an iconic image
of a dusty dead child with a clean blue
pacifier clipped to his shirt, paraded by a
corpse handler at the site of an Israeli
airstrike in Qana, Lebanon. Mainstream
journalists have sneered at bloggers’
suspicions, first raised at EU Referendum
(eureferendum.blogspot.com), that some of
the gruesome photos from that scene may
have been staged. Washington Post
photographer Michael Robinson-Chavez,
who was at Qana, huffed: “Everyone was
dead, many of them children. Nothing was
set up.”

But last week, a German television station
aired damning video footage from the scene
showing a lead propaganda director
(dubbed the “Green Helmet Guy”)
positioning a young boy’s corpse, yanking
it from an ambulance, placing it on two
different stretchers for the cameras and
pushing bystanders out of the way for
clearer shots.

Fauxtography: The Media
Scandal Continues

This Lebanese version of horror film
director Wes Craven was identified by
the Associated Press in a softball
profile as “Salam Daher,” who told the
reporter, “I am just a civil defense
worker. I have done this job all my life.”
To clear-eyed readers, that’s an
inculpatory statement, not an

exculpatory one. How many more
“jobs” has Daher
overseen? And how many
more media stage managers

like Daher are out there?

Not all photographers overseas have their
heads in the sand. Last week, Middle East-
based photographer Bryan Denton, whose
work has appeared in The New York Times,
revealed on the professional photography
website Light Stalkers (lightstalkers.org)
that he had observed routine staging of
photos — and even corpse-digging — by
Lebanese stringers:

“[I] have been witness to the daily
practice of directed shots, one case where a
group of wire photogs were choreographing
the unearthing of bodies, directing
emergency workers here and there, asking
them to position bodies just so, even remove
bodies that have already been put in graves
so that they can photograph them in
people[‘]s arms.” Denton noted that he had
witnessed the photo choreography at
numerous protests and evacuations, as well
as at an Israeli airstrike location in Chiyeh,
Lebanon. Denton followed up with a second
post reporting that respected photographer
friends of his in Lebanon informed him that
“this was not an isolated incident” and that
“this has been something [I]’ve noticed

Continued on Page 24

Michelle Malkin
An Op-Ed piece in the Wall Street Journal

on August 15th, entitled “What Year is it?
1938? 1972? Or 1914?” by Ross Douthat (an
associate editor at the Atlantic Monthly),
compared the models used by various
foreign policy camps when debating the
best strategy for pursuing our War On Terror.

Douthat contrasts the position taken by
various factions in the foreign policy
debates by comparing each faction’s
analysis of our
current situation to
a different historical
period during the
last century.

Six “points in
time” are refer-
enced to illustrate
six different foreign
policy pre-
scriptions:

1942: “… we
stand in Iraq today
where the U.S. stood
shortly after Pearl Harbor:
bogged down against a fascist enemy and
duty-bound to carry on the fight to victory.
To the 1942ist, Iraq is Europe and the Pacific
rolled into one, Saddam and Zarqawi are the
Hitlers and Tojos of our era, suicide-bombers
are the equivalent of kamikazes — and
George Bush is Churchill, or maybe
Truman.” Adherents include George Bush,
John McCain, Rudy Giuliani, and Joe
Lieberman.

1938: Those who believe that “Iran’s
march toward nuclear power is the
equivalent of Hitler’s 1930s brinkmanship.
While most ’38ists still support the decision
to invade Iraq, they increasingly see that
struggle as the prelude to a broader regional
conflict, and worry that we’re engaged in

Munich-esque appeasement.” Prominent
adherents include Bill Kristol and Newt
Gingrich. Douthat continued, “If you hear
someone compare Ahmadinejad to Hitler,
demand a pre-emptive strike on Iran, or
suggest that the Hezbollah-Israel battle is a
necessary overture to a larger
confrontation, you’re listening to a 1938ist.”

1948: Those “who share the ’42ist and
’38ist view of the war on terror as a major

generational challenge,
but insist that we

should think about it in
terms of Cold War-
style containment and
multilateralism, not
Iraq-style pre-
emption.” Adherents:
A motley crew of
liberals and
“ c h a s t e n e d ”
neocons.

1972: This
perspective “holds that

George Bush is Nixon, Iraq
is Vietnam, and that any attack on Iran or
Syria would be equivalent to bombing
Cambodia.” Adherents include Michael
Moore, John Kerry, and the editors of the
Nation.

1919: “The old-guard faction (of
conservatives) that damns its own party’s
leaders as sellouts to the other side.

For ’19ists, Mr. Bush is Woodrow Wilson,
a feckless idealist bent on sacrificing U.S.
interests and global stability on the altar of
messianic liberalism. Adherents include Pat
Buchanan, William F. Buckley and George
Will.
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Chapter 40R District Makes
Haverhill the Leader in

Transit Oriented Development
Recently, the mayor and the City Council

worked together to rezone a portion of its
downtown. Under the rezoning proposal
submitted to the state, developers will be
allowed to redevelop the upper floors of
vacant shoe factory buildings as residences
and the first floor will be retail and
commercial . The redevelopment would be
allowed as a matter of right provided the
developer meets strict design standards
designed to preserve the historic look and
feel of the area.

Currently, we have twenty three (23)
vacant floors on Washington and Wingate
Streets, and numerous largely vacant
buildings on Locust Street, Locke Street and
Essex Streets. Some of these buildings have
been vacant for as long as sixty years.

We have made redeveloping our old
factory buildings a key goal in revitalizing
our city. Our first ever brownfields grant
has allowed us to assess several areas for
possible pollution, and removes a key barrier
to redeveloping buildings. The rezoning,
which is called a Chapter 40R Smart Growth
Overlay District, adds a critical tool in our
efforts to revitalize this area.

In a Chapter 40R district, no special
permission is required to put residences in
the upper floors of factory buildings. Two
months is cut off the permit time, a key
ingredient. For investors in downtown
buildings, time is money. Investors in
buildings with a view towards the river are
encouraged to orient their buildings toward
the waterfront, and encouraged to preserve
a view corridor so that the river, our greatest
asset, can be seen by all. Parking is
required— but developers are encouraged
to contribute towards a new parking garage
the city hopes to build in the downtown
area. The state offers a bonus of $600,000
to rezone its downtown towards a 40R
district, and Haverhill stands to be one of
the first cities in line for the bonus.

Today, Haverhill is beginning to succeed
in redeveloping its factory buildings. The

Beacon Project,
one of the largest
developers in
Massachusetts,
is developing the
old Cabot
F u r n i t u r e
building into 163
units in upscale
d o w n t o w n
living. The first
ever artists lofts
are now for sale
in downtown
Haverhill. The
Franchi building on Washington Street
offers riverfront views. Forest City
investors, the largest residential developers
in the entire country, have filed preliminary
plans to redevelop the old Hamel Leather
Building into upscale housing with
restaurants and shops on the first floor. No
one can say for certain if these plans will
succeed, but we can certainly say this: We
have made more progress over the last two
years in redeveloping old factory buildings
than has been made in the past several
decades.

The Chapter 40R Zoning Overlay District
is another crucial tool in our toolbox to
revitalize Haverhill. Under the 40R
application we filed with the state, Haverhill
is the leader in redeveloping old factory
buildings which are near train stations to
allow the upper floors of those buildings to
be used as housing.

Bar Hours Should Be Cut
Back - We Need Tough

Action To Curb Bar Violence

I am asking the License Commission to
end 2:00 a.m. bar closings and immediately
step up enforcement of downtown bars. This
action comes after a fracas during a
celebration for a local boxer

It is absolutely critical that we keep
downtown safe and family oriented. The
types of incidents that occurred last week
will not be tolerated.

Therefor, I will be asking the License
Commission to roll back the hours of

WCAP RADIO 980 AM

Robert O’Koniewski
The Law Office of

181 Canal Street,
Suite 310
Lawrence

(978) 688-0029

Attorney at Law

downtown bars
from 2:00 a.m. on
Saturday to 1:00
a.m. and from 1:00
a.m. on weekdays
to midnight.

I will also be
asking the License
Commission to
step up
enforcement of
d o w n t o w n
trouble spots and
will continue

having additional foot patrols in the
downtown area for the foreseeable future.
The earlier bar closings were designed to
send a strong message that misbehavior
downtown would not be tolerated.

The 2 a.m. bar closings were intended on
a trial basis. The later closing hours have
not worked. Our police department
continues to note increased problems
during the late night hours. I will be with
the police downtown late Friday night until
closing so that I can see for myself what the
problems are.

I am also asking the Fire Department and
the Health Department to begin checking
downtown establishments to make certain
they are not overcrowded. Downtown is a
safe area. We intend to keep it that way.

2006 PRELIMINARY
SUMMER SCHOOL REPORT

Last year, we became only the second city
in the State to have mandatory summer
school for kids in danger of failing the
MCAS test.  We had 26 kids attend the
program in 2005, and 17 kids this year.  These
kids needed extra focus in order to be
promoted to the seventh grade. This year,
the summer school classes met four days a
week for one month.

While all the results are not in yet, it is
safe to say that the program is a success.

The major part of the success is the kids
who are told that they need to improve their
grades or attend summer school, and who
bring up their grades so that they do not
have to attend.  We notified 23 students in
February that unless their grades improved,
they would spend the summer in school.

Six of them improved enough to get the
summer off!

Of the remaining 17 students, 16 of them
passed in summer school and will be able to
attend the next grade. In 2005, we had similar
results.  Forty-one students were told to
attend summer school. Fifteen students

pulled up their grades enough to avoid
having to go and twenty-six kids had to
attend.   Of the twenty-six, one moved out
of the district, one was held back and the
remaining 24 kids were moved onto grade 7.

When we monitored those kids in grade
seven, we found that 15 out of 24 kids who
had failed in grade 6, were now passing in
grade seven—one with an A average and 4
with a B average and 4 with a C average and
3 with a D average.

Nine kids continued to be challenged,
primarily due to lack of good attendance.
In total, of the 41 kids who were failing and
told to attend summer school, only one
stayed back, and all but nine of them passed
the next year.

Altogether, in 2005 we have a 76%
success rate—a phenomenal success rate
under any means of measurement.  My
congratulations to the school department
and to the people who run the summer
school program for a job well done.

Congratulations!

Congratulations on Haverhill’s own
Carlos Pena for being chosen to play with
the Boston Red Sox organization! Carlos is
the first player ever from Haverhill High
School to play in the major leagues. We are
hoping to get Carlos here for a celebration
sometime in the off-season.

Congratulations to the Haverhill Gazette
for a wonderful job in its adopt a park in
Monument Square.

Congratulations to City Councilor David
Swartz, former City Councilor Bill Chase (Bill
has always been there for kids and for
sports), Roger Lemire, Trinity Ambulance,
Whittier Health Networks and Leonard
Bierbrier Associates for stepping up to the
plate and volunteering to help the
Dibenedetto Family Charity tournament.

The tournament was scheduled to be
cancelled because they did not have the
funds to pay all of the fees.   These folks
stepped up to the plate and offered to help.
(The festival organizers always were willing
to pay a flat fee.)

Although the family is from out of the
city, the vast majority of the players in the
tournament are from Haverhill, and I am
grateful to those who stepped up to help.  I
am proud of all of you.   Helping people,
and solving problems, is what we are all
about.

You can email Jim Fiorentini at
mayor@cityofhaverhill.com

Has Spanish Programming
Time Available!

During Spanish Segment

Nightly from 10pm to MidnightNightly from 10pm to MidnightNightly from 10pm to MidnightNightly from 10pm to MidnightNightly from 10pm to Midnight

Low Rates
Low Rates
Low Rates
Low Rates
Low Rates

WCAP, Massachusetts Most Powerful
AM Radio Station North of Boston!

Call 978-454-0404 & ask for Maurice

5,000WATTS of
POWER!

980AM
WCAP



   September - 2006    The Valley Patriot     5Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Random Thoughts
MCAS Scandal is a Disgrace

HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!
Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Dowsing is the
ancient art of finding
underground water
with a forked stick,
usually from a willow
tree.

Famous Lawyer F. Lee Bailey
Holds a Fundraiser at his Lynn
Home for Congressional
Candidate Rick Barton

Congressional
candidate Rick
Barton (left),
w h o ’ s
c h a l l e n g i n g
John Tierney,
campaigns with
famous defense
attorney F. Lee
Bailey.

F. Lee Bailey
with Karen

Reddy,
campaign

manager for
Evan O’Reilly,

a candidate for
State

Representative

Ship Haverhill on Crash Course

The message was sent from the corner
office in City Hall. Haverhill had turned the
corner. A budget was balanced
without layoffs, downtown was
coming back and crime was down.

All was well in the city of
Haverhill.

The summer came and recent
events have shown the message
was “spin.” Haverhill has not
moved forward and is starving
more then ever for a strong leader to occupy
the corner office. The summer months have
shown the faults with the direction we are
sailing in and we must change course soon
or it may be too late. Recent events have
proven the claims from the captain of
Haverhill’s ship are simply false. I will only
touch on a few of those waves that are quite
high as I’m only allowed one column per
month.

First is crime. We have been told by the
mayor that all is well. Haverhill is safe to
live, work and visit. However, the past few
weeks in downtown Haverhill show that it
may not be as safe as we have been led to
believe. Two stabbings over a two-week
period in downtown Haverhill have resi-
dents wondering can they dine there safely
and business owners worried about the con-
sequences of the sudden surge in violent
crime.

The police chief has said we need more
officers to make Haverhill safe and despite
the recent violent crime the captain of Ship
Haverhill disagrees. In my opinion, the
recent surge in violence, the fears of resi-
dents and business owners, along with the
police chief’s comments that we need more
officers, may have a severe adverse effect
on the hope of downtown Haverhill coming
back.

The second big wave I want to touch
upon is leadership itself. An issue that

required leadership this summer was the
stolen MCAS exam, yet leadership was the

last thing Haverhill got from its captain.

First, the mayor wanted the local
police to investigate, and then he

didn’t want them involved and
according to the police chief
would not answer the chief’s
request for information. The chief
of police went as far as to make a
comment I have never heard any

department head make and get away with.
He said that either he had to go or the mayor
did.

Then, last week the mayor claims he
wanted the local police involved from the
beginning. Can you keep up with all of these
flip-flops from the captain? Because I’m
surely lost. It seems that there is no core set
of beliefs or values from the corner office
and decisions are made based upon which
way the wind is blowing that day.

The captain of any city must stand by his
convictions and stand up for what he
believes in. When you stand for nothing,
you fall for everything. At the last council
meeting, President Hart claimed that there
is a serious problem with trust between the
council and mayor.

The mayor led the council to believe one
thing and then he said and did another.
That’s not leadership, that’s an opportunist
who is out to make himself look good at the
expense of anyone who crosses his path.

Haverhill is sailing in the wrong direction,
without a strong leader in place and if we
continue on our current path, Haverhill may
have the same fate as the Titanic.

Scott Wood is in his first term as a
member of the Haverhill School
Committee. You can contact him at
wood45106@aol.com

Scott Wood, Haverhill School Committee

S c h o o l
Committee member
Scott Wood wants
to make public the
superintendent’s
report on the
missing MCAS
test.

I agree that this disclosure is an important
step in restoring public confidence in the
integrity of the test and urge the School
Committee to release the report at its next
meeting. But confidence will not be restored
unless the report addresses two key issues
and certain high ranking public officials take
some dramatic actions.

 First, the report must address the claim
made by the person who sent the MCAS
test to the paper, namely, the test was given
out ahead of time so as to help improve
student scores. Even if only one test was
missing, it could have been copied and used
by individuals who would not in all
likelihood be willing to admit that they did
it. If the report brushes this claim aside as
the raving of a disgruntled employee, the
public may still wonder about the claim
itself. The report must reassure us that if
the test was stolen, it was not used ahead
of time to improve MCAS scores.

 Secondly, the report must explain how
MCAS security could have been so easily
breached. At the same time, it should outline

new security measures which will make a
repeat of this episode virtually impossible.
Otherwise, the public may expect it could
happen again.

I’ll withhold further comments about the
report until such time as I may read it.

Now for the public officials. I have never
seen such bizarre behavior among
Haverhill’s top ranking officials as was
displayed in this MCAS incident. Most
dramatically was the claim of the police chief
that either he or the mayor had to go. If this
was said in the paper, one can only imagine
the turmoil that goes on behind closed
doors! Then, when the pair apparently were
working together, what did they do? They
threatened the school superintendent with
subpoenas and grand juries. Has any mayor
or chief so threatened a school
superintendent to the extent that such
threats necessitated an emergency meeting
of the School Committee?

For the public to have confidence in the
MCAS test and the investigation about the
missing one, it must have confidence in the
officials whose responsibility it is to
administer the test and protect its integrity.
How can this happen when it appears that
the highest ranking city officials are
divided? It looks like the city has two heads,
the mayor vs. the chief; and a creature with

In June, I attended The American Society
of Dowsers 46th Annual Convention at
Lyndon State College in Vermont. Lyndon
is a picture-post card village with a town
green and bandstand in Vermont’s
picturesque Northeast Kingdom.

The convention was populated by an
assortment of crystal gazers, psychics,
necromancers, new-age pagans, alchemists,
astrologists, shamans and too many old
beatniks and ageing hippies, including
myself.

The one thing
they all had in
common was they
didn’t fit easily into
the mass culture.
Vermont has always
attracted icono-
clasts.

Dowsing is the
ancient art of
finding underground water with a forked
stick, usually from a willow tree. In Vermont
almost every village has dowser or “water
witch” who will find underground water,
usually for a small fee or a case of beer.
With the high cost of well drilling, dowsing
is still an option for many Vermonters from
the old school.

At the conference, I learned that dowsing
has morphed into much more than looking
for water. Some of the lectures were
interesting. Like a farmer that measures
EMF- exposure to electrical and magnetic
field pollution and its effects upon humans
and animals. Or the workshop on the

mysterious crop circles, flattened geometric
patterns that appear in wheat fields  in
Britain and even the United States. But some
of the lectures were the product of
overactive imagination and wishful thinking.
One guy, for instance, gave a lecture about
how he gets 50 miles a gallon on his 6-
cylinder Ford Explorer by meditating and
swinging a pendulum over the engine before
he drives it.

He cautioned that the government
doesn’t want us to
know about this
because “they are
in league with the
oil companies.” I
was skeptical of
this claim, of
course, but not of
the entire con-
ference. I have seen
real dowsing
before.

In the 1950’s, my father was the
superintendent of distribution for the
Lawrence Gas Company. The greater
Lawrence gas distribution system contains
many miles of underground gas lines.
Nowadays the system is computerized, so
diagnosing problems is relatively easy.

But in the old days, locating low pressure
areas or leaks in the labyrinthine system of
distribution was art, not science. My father
was, in a Zen Buddhist sense, one with the
system.

American Society of Dowsers

Continued on Page 6

Continued on Page 11



6   The Valley Patriot          September - 2006

(Sept 9) 4:30PM @ Boston Bandits
(Sept 16) 6PM @ Home vs. Merrimack Valley Crush
(Sept 23) 6PM @ So. Maine Raging Bulls
(Sept 30) 6PM @ Connecticut Thunder

(Sept 2)                  BYE
(Sept 9) 7PM @ Home vs. Connecticut Thunder
(Sept 16) 7PM @ Lowell Noreasters
(Sept 23) 7PM @ North Shore Generals
(Sept 30) 7PM @ Ocean State Vipers

ALL Home Games Played at
Cawley Stadium in Lowell

101 Ames St. in Lawrence

Lawrence

Tower HillTower HillTower HillTower HillTower Hill
VarietyVarietyVarietyVarietyVariety

New Owners
Same Great Subs

978-682-7222

LOTTERY
WE ACCEPT MASTER CARD & VISA

Armandos
ITALIAN SLUSH AVAILABLE

We're located down the hill from Lawrence's Historic Reservoir Tower

* Homemade Subs &
Salads * Lottery Tickets

HOURS: Monday - Friday 8am-7pm

One of his many talents was dowsing,
Only my father didn’t dowse for water with
a willow twig; he dowsed for gas lines, and
he used brass rods. This was no will o’ the
wisp caprice, but serious business. A work
crew complete with air compressors and
jackhammers would be dispatched to a city
street. But where to dig?  Time is money;
the  crew would be waiting for directions.
They don’t just tear up the whole street
until they find the offending gas main.
That’s where my father came in.

He carried in his company car two brass
tubes about six inches long and a half  inch
wide. He would hold the tubes upright in
front of his body. In each brass tube was a
wire bent in an L-shape and free to swing in
any direction. When he would walk over a
gas line, the two brass rods would swing
immediately into a straight line as if
magnetized.

It was not a vague, wishy- washy motion,
but a real, pronounced magnetic force that
acted on the rods. It was an amazing thing
to see. And he was dead-on right every time.
Stranger still was that none of the crew
seemed to think it was a big deal-as if this
were the most natural thing in the world! I
asked my father a number of times to show
me how to do it, but I could never learn. I
would take the brass rods, walk across the
street, and nothing would ever happen.

I asked him recently about dowsing. He
just said matter-of-factly that “some of the
guys could do it.” He doesn’t remember
where he learned it; he’s unimpressed with
what -to me- is a formidable ability. He just
says that some people have magnetism. My
father is a meat-and-potatoes, World War 2
veteran, and a no-nonsense guy- about as
far away as you can get from the Shirley
MacLaine, New Age lifestyle.

 I would like to bring my father to the
convention next year, but I don’t think he
would be interested. Instead of discussing
the engagement of earth energy, which
everybody at the convention does, he
actually does it.

 If you are not convinced, I don’t blame
you. It’s one of those things you have to
see yourself. But the earth is indeed ancient
and mysterious and with all our inventions
we don’t understand much about anything.
If you doubt this, just try to answer a 4-
year-old’s questions about life. As Hamlet
said, “There are more things in heaven and
earth, Horatio, than are dreampt of in your
philosophy.”

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College in
Haverhill and is the past vice-president
of the faculty union. You can email him
at markpalermo@lycos.com.

Society of Dowsers: From Page 5

LAWRENCE – The Home Health Foundation is recruiting men and women throughout
the Merrimack Valley to join our Home Health Partners program. Members of Home
Health Partners contribute just a few hours each week assisting in key projects or
serving on one of our annual event committees.  Currently, Home Health Foundation is
seeking civic-minded volunteers to assist with administrative tasks.

Individuals over the age of 18 are encouraged to join the Home Health Partners
program. Members of HHP volunteers contribute just a few hours of time weekly or as
needed assisting in key projects. Home Health Foundation is recruiting 15 volunteers to
staff our Friendly Voices program, a telephone outreach service offered to all patients
and our administrative team providing support in our Clinical Services Department and
our Community Relations Department. Other opportunities are available for event
committee members and for one time only projects such as the agency’s annual wine
tasting or golf tournament. If you care about your community, have time to give and
want to join the Home Health team, please contact Elaine Rotolo, Volunteer Coordinator,
at (978) 552-4525 or reach her by email erotolo@homehealthfoundation.org.

Home Health Foundation Family of Agencies is comprised of three not-for-profit
agencies; Home Health VNA, Merrimack Valley Hospice and HomeCare, Inc.  Together
the three agencies serve more than 80 communities throughout the Merrimack Valley
and Southern New Hampshire.  For more information, visit them on the web at
www.homehealthvna.org.

Volunteer Opportunities:
Home Health Partners

* Entertainment Centers
   * Bedroom Sets
     * Living Room Sets
       * Grandfather Clocks
          * Recliners  * Lamps
             * Curios  * Sofas

      i f e s t y l e sLLLLL
FURNITURE

Complete Set of Home
Furnishings & Accessories

* Not to be combined with any other offer

Hours: Mon - Sat, 10am - 6pm
Sunday, Noon - 5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

FREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERYYYYY
* La* La* La* La* Layyyyyaaaaawwwwwaaaaay up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 YrYrYrYrYr.....

* 10% OFF w
ith

this A
d!

North Andover Apartments for Rent
- 2 Bedroom, fully remodeled $1,200

- 2 bedroom with office laundry & dishwasher $1,350

Offstret parking, large yard, Thomson School District,
quiet neighborhood,

Call (978) 902-3504 or (978) 390-5627
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Fresenius Medical Care

Chronic Kidney Disease

Health Seminar
Do you, or someone you care about,
suffer from diabetes, high blood
pressure or chronic kidney disease? If
so, this community outreach seminar
is designed with you in mind.

Fresenius Dialysis Services of Methuen invites members of the
Merrimack Valley community to attend this seminar provided by
Dr. Sally Hood, Nephrologist, and the dialysis services healthcare
team. You will be provided with information on who is at risk for
developing kidney disease and how early detection and treatment
can help to prevent or slow down the progress of this disease.

Come visit our state of the art dialysis facility atCome visit our state of the art dialysis facility atCome visit our state of the art dialysis facility atCome visit our state of the art dialysis facility atCome visit our state of the art dialysis facility at
421 Merimack St., Methuen, MA, and join us at one of our seminars.421 Merimack St., Methuen, MA, and join us at one of our seminars.421 Merimack St., Methuen, MA, and join us at one of our seminars.421 Merimack St., Methuen, MA, and join us at one of our seminars.421 Merimack St., Methuen, MA, and join us at one of our seminars.

NEXT SEMINAR WILL BE HELD:NEXT SEMINAR WILL BE HELD:NEXT SEMINAR WILL BE HELD:NEXT SEMINAR WILL BE HELD:NEXT SEMINAR WILL BE HELD:
 SEPTEMBER 26th from 5:30 - 7:30pm SEPTEMBER 26th from 5:30 - 7:30pm SEPTEMBER 26th from 5:30 - 7:30pm SEPTEMBER 26th from 5:30 - 7:30pm SEPTEMBER 26th from 5:30 - 7:30pm

Refreshments will be servedRefreshments will be servedRefreshments will be servedRefreshments will be servedRefreshments will be served

For more information about these
seminars or to hear more about services
provided by Fresenius Dialysis Services of
Methuen please contact Social Services
Department, 978-975-3117

ULTRACARE
Experience Excellence

DID YOU KNOW?
“More than 20 million

Americans - 1 in 9 adults - have
chronic kidney disease.
Another 20 million Americans
are at increased risk for
developing kidney disease.”

Source: http://www.kidneyhealth.org/kfacts.html
National Kidney Foundation


