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St. Patrick School in Lawrence, MA will be celebrating
its 100th Anniversary with a Gala Celebration on Sunday,
October 15th, 2006. Mass will begin at 2:00PM at St. Patrick Church
followed by a reception and dinner at St. Patrick Parish Center.
For more information contact Mary Ellen at 978-683-5822 or send
an E-mail to saintpatrickschool@saintpatrickparish.com.

Here is the schedule for the Anniversary Celebration on SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 15, 2006: We begin with MASS at 2PM at St. Patrick
Church to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of St. Patrick School.
Immediately following Mass, there will be a RECEPTION at St.
Patrick School, including tours of the school and displays of
memorabilia that we have collected. Shuttle service will be provided
between the church and the school. The CELEBRATION DINNER
will take place at 5PM at St. Patrick Parish Center.  Tickets are
now available - Cost $25.   This will include a sit down catered
dinner with a speaking program.  Tables of Ten may be reserved
with a deposit.  For more information or to purchase tickets contact
Claire at 978-683-7776 or send an  E-mail to
100Anniversary@saintpatrickparish.com

100th Anniversary of
Saint Patrick's School

MEMORABILIA: We are seeking Memorabilia of St. Patrick
School to help us tell the story of 100 years of Catholic
Education.  Do you have pictures, yearbooks, program books
or anything that we could borrow for this event?  Any
Memorabilia can be left at St. Patrick Parish Office marked
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION.  Please leave your name
and phone number so that we can contact you.  Thanks!

Book Keepers Corner

Dr. Charles Ormsby
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT ™

“Safety on the Stairs”

Kids & Education

My preschooler insisted on wearing her
fancy little clogs outside. I said they were
not safe, and then she fell going down the
porch stairs. The result was two stitches. I
feel terrible and guilty. Why is it so hard to
follow through on what you say sometimes?

Because children are cute
and they whine and they plead.
You need to remember at all
times that you are their parent,
not their friend. Being the
parent, you are older, wiser, and
in charge of their safety. From
now on, of course, the shoes
will be inside shoes, but it’s too bad you
both had to learn the hard way. Good thing
the results were not even more serious.

Our five year old listens to his teacher
better than he does to me or my husband. Is
this typical at his age?

I would not say it is typical, but it is not
unheard of in many family situations. Good
teachers have clear expectations of what is
appropriate in the classroom and they also
follow through on what they say. Meet with
your child’s teacher and have her tell you
some of the methods that work well for her
with your son. His teacher will be flattered
that you are taking time to learn something
she has to share. You’ll come away from the
meeting with techniques to improve your
parenting skills.

Can you give us some advice? Our seven
year old has taken to lying constantly about
big and little things. As a youngster, he
“told stories” and most people thought it
was cute. I know he understands the
difference between lying and telling the
truth and this “habit” is really starting to
concern me. Opinions from the rest of the
family are divided. Some believe he will grow
out of it, others think we should get
professional help. How do you feel?

You are right to be disturbed by this
behavior. Teachers will tell you that there
are students who lie habitually. Such
students lie about everything and anything
and sincerely believe that they are telling

America’s first spy
network did not originate
during WW II with “Wild
Bill” Donovan’s Office of
Strategic Services (OSS -
the predecessor to today’s
CIA), nor did it first
emerge in WW I, the Civil
War or the War of 1812. It
all started during our
Revolutionary War with a
spy ring focused on
British activities in New
York City.

Probably the only
history of Washington’s intelligence
activities known to most Americans is the
story of Nathan Hale and, sadly, what most
people “know” is probably wrong. It is
unlikely that Nathan Hale said, “I only regret
that I have but one life to lose for my
country,” as he stood on the scaffold waiting
to be hung by the British. That line was
taken from Joseph Addison’s play “Cato”
by a William Hull, who was not present at
the execution but attributed it to aleHaleHale
many years later.

As colorful as the story of Nathan Hale
is, it had little impact on the course of our
Revolution. Of greater import was a group
of spies called the Culper Ring, organized
and run by Benjamin Tallmadge for General
Washington.

“Washington’s Spies, The Story of
America’s First Spy Ring,” by Alexander
Rose, tells the recently researched and
previously untold story of the Culper Ring.
At the time of our Revolution, the science
of intelligence was in its infancy.
Washington and Tallmadge didn’t have a
handbook on recruiting agents, creating
dead drops, designing secret codes,
establishing safe houses, or using secret
inks. The Culper Ring used all of these
methods and more.

The Culper ring consisted of several spies
pretending to be Tories in New York City, a

“Washington’s Spies, The story
of America’s First Spy Ring,” by
Alexander Rose, is published by
Bantam Dell, © 2006 by
Alexander Rose.

Please send questions to RAISE ‘EM
RIGHT™, P.O. Box 831, Carlisle, MA

01741 or e-mail to
RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com.

the truth. Start today by confronting him
when you find him lying about anything,
even something inconsequential. Tell your
son that there will be consequences for this
behavior when it occurs and most
importantly follow through with the penalty.

If you fail to see marked
improvement within a few
months, seek professional
help.

Tell me please what to do
about other people’s bratty
children. I belong to a
knitter’s group that meets in

various people’s homes. Usually the young
children are playing somewhere nearby.
The problem is that quite a few of them have
deplorable behavior. Yelling at each other
and their moms, running in and out of the
room, and rushing up to their mothers to
ask foolish questions are just some of the
antics that go on continually. It drives me
nuts. As a visitor in these homes, what can
I say or do?

Not much. Being around uncontrolled
children is annoying, but since they are not
yours there is little you can do. When the
knitters visit your home and see your
children behaving (and how much
pleasanter this makes your life) perhaps they
will ask for some tips. If you can, try to
schedule the get-togethers more frequently
at your place.

Putting honey in my tea has been a
lifelong habit. Talking with a friend who
knows I have an infant son, this came up in
conversation. She said that one should never
give an infant honey. Why is this?

Honey may contain small amounts of
natural bacteria called “clostridium
botulinum.” Infants have very little
resistance to the spores of these bacteria
because their immune systems are
undeveloped.

Bider Music
Open: Mon-Sat, 10am - 6pm

Sunday, 12-5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

* Lessons
     *Repairs
        * Rentals

Guitars, Banjos, Amplifiers,
 PA Systems, Mandolins,
Drum Sets, Full Line of

Percussion

for a complete selection of musical
equipment and accessories

Discount Prices SINCE 1978!

series of messengers who
transported coded
messages written in
invisible ink through
British lines, and runners
to deliver the documents
to Washington.

The invisible ink, code-
named “medicine,” was
concocted by John Jay’s
older brother — a
physician and amateur
chemist. A “sympathetic”
counterpart renders the
invisible ink visible.

Although Rose provides a plausible
hypothesis, the chemistry used by the
Culper Ring, to this day, is not known for
certain.

The Culper code consisted of a dictionary
of 710 useful words assigned three-digit
numbers plus an additional 53 numbers
assigned to commonly used proper names
– e.g., Washington was assigned the code
number 711, Tallmadge 721, etc. All other
words were coded with a simple alphabetic
substitution. This code was state of the art
at the time and may have been influenced
by the Marquis de Lafayette, who would
have been exposed to codes used by the
French army.

Beyond the Culper Ring, Rose also details
other non-military aspects of the war that
have been little discussed. For example, the
British tried to destroy the Continental
Congress’ ability to finance the Revolution
by counterfeiting the Continental currency.
By mid 1779, the term “not worth a
Continental” became common and
Washington decried the death penalty for
counterfeiters or those distributing
counterfeit bills.
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Georgetown Selectman Takes on Barbara L’Italien
What does a state representative do and

why should people care?

The biggest thing a representative should
do is protect the money that we, the
taxpayers, give them. We should make sure
that money is spent correctly on education,
schools, the environment, affordable
housing, reasonable transportation, fire and
police protection. Voters and their children
should care what a representative does
because without strong representatives
who listen to the will of the people, we end
up with folks who dictate their own goals
and agendas, and represent special interest
groups that give them money.

What do you do now that makes you
qualified to be a state representative?

I’m in my 10th year now of elected
experience. I was on the School Committee
for eight years in Salem, Mass. I learned a
lot and helped a lot. I’m a selectmen in
Georgetown now, and I deal with budgets
and most of the same issues at the local
level that the legislature deals with at the
state level. It’s easy to make enemies when
you make tough decisions and tell folks they
have to wait until you can afford things.
But I think people realize I have a good heart,
a strong desire to be fully involved in
everything I do, unflappable principles, an
appreciation for others, and when I say I
will do something, I do it and you never
have to guess where I am on an issue. I
listen. I don’t play games. I tell it straight
and give you the opportunity to agree or
disagree, but most importantly to tell me
why I should change. I’ve been involved in
technical writing for manufacturing
equipment and computer parts
manufacturers for more than 18 years now.
My work is detailed. I work with engineers
and product managers and tight deadlines
and such. It helps to work with many people
on complex projects and products. Also,
with my bride of 18 years, we run a small
business, a candy store called the Chocolate
Cellar in Georgetown. When the money is
gone, it’s gone. You have to balance your
wants with your needs. You have to have
discipline. Running a budget and paying
employees, suppliers and taxes takes a lot
of work.

What is your favorite book?

It’s a toss up between “Without Fear or
Favor,” which clearly states the way I like
to live as an elected official - although it
does gets a little boring in parts as it explains
the history of what the New York Times
used to be like - and “The Day the Universe
Changed,” which is a phenomenal book that
talks about great scientific discoveries and
how they helped us to better understand
our world.

Do you have any children and do they go
to public schools?

Kids & Education
Hanna Interviews Representative

Candidate Lonnie Brennan

Three. I think you’re close to the same
age as my daughter, Kinsey. She’s just
entered the sixth grade and is 11 years old.
She’s full of energy and life and has a smile
that goes on forever. Elyse is my brainiac
smart one who’s in the 10th grade, and
doesn’t want me to even think about her
starting to date because I would just
embarrass her. Wesley is the soccer dude
who’s a senior having fun and buckling
down with studies, trying to figure out
college things. They’re all in public schools,
and they’re all the best. I mean, we are truly,
truly blessed - I guess because they take
after their mom!

What do you want to accomplish if you
win?

The list is long. Right away, let’s focus
on the budgets year-round, not just in the
mad dash that seems to occur every spring.
Let’s do everything we can to put more tax
dollars back into local cities and towns and
not keep increasing state spending. Next, I
want to be in your school and meet with
your School Committee. I want to be in every
City Council and selectmen’s office and I
want to listen to folks and work in each of
the communities. We have six in this district
and must give each of them attention. As
your representative, that means I work for
you. You’re the boss. You should be able to
call me and talk to me. We should be able to
discuss things. I need to listen to everyone
and do my absolute best to respect the will
of the voters. I’m sure we won’t always
agree, as I will have just one vote to give,
but it’s my job to use that vote wisely, and
try my best to encourage other represent-
atives to work together to help out our
communities. Long-term, I seriously want
to work with MassPIRG, a group of consumer
and environmental folks who care about our
community, and I want to make sure that my
mother and my grandmother are able to live
without getting taxed and fee’d to death.

Should good teachers be paid the same
as bad teachers?

I think you know the answer: No way!

Do you support MCAS?

Yes. People complain a lot about the
testing, but it gives students and teachers
something to strive for. It’s not the total
answer, but it helps to identify weaknesses
and areas where we need to help students.

Why should the voters choose you over
Barbara L’Italien?

Well, it’s not like trying to compare Pepsi
to Coke. We’re very different. I have an
entirely different idea about representation:
You’re the boss, I work for you. I know
everyone in all the communities won’t agree
on everything, but we should certainly try
to get the best representation we can. There
are a lot of issues that we strongly disagree

about. I believe a representative should
represent the entire community, not just one
or two towns. Ms. L’Italien has also
promoted herself as an independent voter,
but she has voted 96% of the time with the
House leadership (the bossman in the
House of Representatives). That’s not
independent. That’s a robot. We don’t need
a robot for the House leadership. Sure, a lot
of folks will like her and at some point it
becomes a popularity contest. Folks forget
about where their taxes are. What their
streets look like. They forget about a lot of
things and just think that they’re going to
vote for the person they think they like the
most. At that point, we get stuck with the
same-old same-old, and not much gets
done. To be fair, I’m sure there are a few
good things that Ms. L’Italien has done
which I would want to continue and expand
on, and that includes supporting healthcare
for seniors - I mean, that’s a no-brainer -
and working to get the best education for
all children, including those with special
needs and those with exceptional abilities.

Will you raise taxes?

No. And that includes fees. I signed the
Citizens for Limited Taxation Pledge, and I
believe taxes should not be increased. And
we should also make sure that fees should
only be adjusted to cover the actual,
reasonable cost of performing something,
like getting a driver’s license, building
permit, or a fishing license.

Will you roll back taxes to 5%?

YES. I know the legislature doesn’t want
to give up any money. Well, my vote will be
there to roll back taxes. And, it also means I
will make votes to reduce spending on many
projects. It’s time to go back to 5% because
the voters said so. The more money you
give this government, the more they spend.
Think about it. If I give you $5 to spend in
the store, or $6 to spend, how much of it will
you spend? Probably all that I give you if
it’s an ice cream place, right? The important
thing here is not to shock any budgets.
Know what you’re voting on and where the
impacts and reductions will be. Do it openly
and honestly, and let folks know what cuts
can be made and how.

What bills will you sponsor if you are
elected?

The first one I hope to sponsor is a very
strong child protection act. It will make sure
that bad folks can’t do any more harm to
children. Next, I want to offer a list of what I
call common-sense bills. For example, why
do I pay a 5-cent deposit on a can of soda,

Hanna Interviews Georgetown Selectman Lonnie Brennan,
who is a candidate for state representative (18th Essex), at
Brennan’s chocolate store, “The Chocolate Cellar.” (We had a
hard time getting Hanna home after that interview!)

but not on a can of juice? Why does one
end up in the trash and the other gets
recycled?

Kind of silly, huh? Insurance bills are
ridiculous. And, of course, I want to look at
more affordable housing for our seniors,
especially our grandmothers and grand-
fathers for when the kids grow up and they
sell their houses. It would be nice to have
more smaller houses, and communities with
small gardens near schools, and athletic
facilities, and within walking distances for
shopping and stuff. But, that’s just the
beginning.

People in Massachusetts can save a lot
of money on their car insurance by
switching to Geico, but the Legislature
won’t let them. Will you?

In a heartbeat. Yes, yes. I’m also
concerned about how few homeowner
insurers there are in this state, too.

What committees would you like to sit
on?

Ways and Means is the big one. That’s
where all the money flows: Ways and
Means. Strange title, but that’s the place to
be. Also, I want to be on the Children and
Families Committee, the Elder Affairs
Committee - hey, I have the grey hair and
time to protect my future too - and Labor
and Workforce Development Committee
because jobs are important. Of course, if I
can, I’ll try to get onto the Economics
Committee and the Transportation
Committee. I really want the Transportation
Committee because a lot of folks in our
district need more services. Realistically, I
could expect to serve on four to five
committees my first year. Fortunately, I don’t
golf so I’ll have plenty of time to dedicate
to this.

Do you support giving benefits to illegal
aliens?

Yes. In the form of a ride back to wherever
they came from. I know that sounds cruel,
but if we give driver’s licenses and free
tuition to illegals, they’ll just keep coming
and coming.

It’s just stupid. I want to help everyone,
but there’s a balance between helping and
getting totally taken advantage of, and
letting them consume our tax dollars. Again,
what part of “illegal” confuses some folks?
It’s illegal. Why should we do anything to
promote illegal activity?

You can email your comments
or questions to Hanna at

valleypatriot@aol.com
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“A Campaign for Proficiency for ALL”

SCHOOL
TRANSFORMATION

Leadership
& School
Culture

Coherent
Curriculum

Instructional
Practices

Assessment
& Accountability

Professional
Development

Student
Support
Services

Family/
Community

Engagement

The “7” Essential Elements

of School Transformation

Lawrence Public Schools

Embraces

“A Campaign for Prof iciency for ALL”

School Committee  :  Mayor Michael J. Sullivan - Chairperson • Amy C. McGovern - Vice Chair
   Patricia C. Reyes • Gregory W. Morris  • Martina Cruz • Omaira Mejia • James Vittorioso
           
         Dr. Wilfredo T. Laboy- Superintendent
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Katie’s Kitchen

* Entertainment Centers
   * Bedroom Sets
     * Living Room Sets
       * Grandfather Clocks
          * Recliners  * Lamps
             * Curios  * Sofas

      i f e s t y l e sLLLLL
FURNITURE

Complete Set of Home
Furnishings & Accessories

* Not to be combined with any other offer

Hours: Mon - Sat, 10am - 6pm
Sunday, Noon - 5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

FREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERYYYYY
* La* La* La* La* Layyyyyaaaaawwwwwaaaaay up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 YrYrYrYrYr.....
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101 Ames St. in Lawrence

Kids & Education

Tower HillTower HillTower HillTower HillTower Hill
VarietyVarietyVarietyVarietyVariety

STILL THE
GRETEST

MEATBALL SUBS!

978-682-7222

LOTTERY
WE ACCEPT MASTER CARD & VISA

Armandos
ITALIAN SLUSH AVAILABLE

We're located down the hill from Lawrence's Historic Reservoir Tower

* Homemade Subs &
Salads * Lottery Tickets

HOURS: Monday - Friday 8am-7pm

See our ad, Page 14

267 Merrimack St. in Lawrence

Please see our ad on Page 23

Hi, I’m
Kathleen Mulligan

I’m a member of
 Team Zingales

From Page 1: MERIT BASED
SCHOLARSHIPS HELP LOCAL STUDENTS

Methuen Mayor Billy Manzi said he was
excited that so many students from
Methuen received the scholarship award to
pay for their college education. “I am very
proud of the students at Methuen High
School. The fact that they have done so
well and produced such a high level of
achievement is a testament to their own hard
work. But it is also a testament to the
educators in the Methuen school system
who are working very hard with our kids
every day,” Manzi said. Manzi is chairman
of the Methuen School Committee.

“As a graduate of the University of
Massachusetts at Amherst, I think
Governor Romney’s John and Abigail
Adams Scholarship is a great program. I’m
very happy with the performance of our
students and the values they hold.”

Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini said he
was also excited about the number of his
students eligible for the four-year
scholarships. “The key to success in school
is the kids - kids who are willing to work
hard, study a little harder and a littler longer,
and tolerate boredom. Studying can be

boring. It is always tempting to do
something else,” he said.  “But these kids
have what it takes: the ability to work hard
and keep at a task even when it is boring.
They are a great tribute to our city and they
make us all very proud,” Fiorentini
concluded.

Governor Romney announced last week
that 16,169 high school students across the
state have earned the coveted John and
Abigail Adams Scholarship this year.

Romney established the merit-based
Adams Scholarship in 2004 to help families
pay for college. The Adams Scholarship is
available to permanent, legal
Massachusetts residents who score in the
“Advanced” category in either the English
or math sections of the MCAS test and
“Advanced” or “Proficient” in the other
subject area by the end of their junior year.
The students must also place in the top 25
percent of their graduating class on the
MCAS scores.

To receive an Adams Scholarship,
students must complete their college
studies in four years or less and maintain a

3.0 grade point average. There are 27 public
higher education institutions in
Massachusetts that accept the Adams
Scholarship, including 15 community
colleges, eight state colleges and four
university campuses.  Locally, these include
Northern Essex Community College, North
Shore Community College and UMass.
Lowell.

There is no application process for the
scholarship. The Department of Education
notifies eligible students by mail when they
are entitled to receive the Adams
Scholarship .

Upon learning that 87 students from North
Andover are eligible for the scholarship,
School Committeeman Bill Kelly said he was
not surprised by the high number of
students .

“It was good news to hear about the
number of Adams Scholarship winners
among our seniors, who represents about
25 percent of the senior class. Better yet, it
reminds the community that despite all the
bad news of late (in the North Andover
schools), good things are happening and
hard work is being done at our high school.
I expect to see the number of Adams winners
increase in the future, based on our district-
wide goals and the expectations that are in
place to ensure our kids are prepared to
succeed as they enter college and the work
place.”

In 2005, more than 1300 students accepted
the Adams Scholarship. That number
increased to over 1400 students in 2006.

Amesbury: 43
Andover: 111

Chelmsford: 111
Dracut: 73

Georgetown: 34
Gr. Law. Tech: 17

Haverhill:  105
Lawrence: 47

Lowell:  177
Methuen: 103

North Andover: 87
Tewksbury: 79

Whittier: 40
Total Students 1027

Governor Mitt Romney’s John
and Abigail Adams Scholarship
Awards were granted to
students in the following
communities: (the number of
students in each commuity who
were awarded the four year
scholarship to state colleges are
represented by the numbers on
the right.
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Sunday, October 29, 2006
1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m.

See what a technical education can do for your future!
Hands-on activities, alumni, student projects in 17 career areas
College and career information, student activities, door prizes
For grade 6, 7, 8 students and parents

Greater Lawrence Technical SchoolGreater Lawrence Technical SchoolGreater Lawrence Technical SchoolGreater Lawrence Technical SchoolGreater Lawrence Technical School
57 River Road, Andover, MA 0181057 River Road, Andover, MA 0181057 River Road, Andover, MA 0181057 River Road, Andover, MA 0181057 River Road, Andover, MA 01810

978-686-0194978-686-0194978-686-0194978-686-0194978-686-0194
www.glts.tec.ma.us

GrGrGrGrGreaeaeaeaeater ter ter ter ter LaLaLaLaLawrwrwrwrwrence ence ence ence ence TTTTTececececechnical Schnical Schnical Schnical Schnical Schoolhoolhoolhoolhool

Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House

Serving students in Andover, Lawrence, Methuen and North Andover
Dr. Judy Ann DeLucia, Superintendent-Director Maureen Busa-Gilbert, Principal

Lawrence/Education

LAWRENCE—Notre Dame High
School (NDHS) is proud to announce a
new, mutually beneficial partnership with
Putnam Investments in Andover. On
September 5, 2006, Putnam Investments
began employing a team of four Notre
Dame High School students in entry-level,
clerical positions.

NDHS, an innovative, college-
preparatory school for economically
disadvantaged students, features a work/
study program in which motivated, trained,
and supervised students attend class four
extended days a week and hold entry-level
clerical jobs with local companies one day
a week. The program is known as the
Corporate Internship Program (CIP). The
professional positions students occupy
allow them to earn 70% of their tuition and
gain invaluable job and life experience as
they prepare for college and subsequent
careers.

NDHS sophomore Cindy Montesquieu
loves working at Putnam.  “I want to major
in Business Administration in college and

Putnam Investments Joins 50
Other Businesses in Partnership

with Notre Dame High School
working at Putnam makes me feel like I am
already part of the business world,” she
says. “My bosses are really nice and the
people are really friendly.”

Junior Cassandra Houde appreciates her
co-workers’ willingness to answer
questions with their “no question is a dumb
question” motto.

CIP sponsors enter into a contractual
arrangement with NDHS at a cost of $21,500
for a team of 4 students. The sponsors
typically see a cost-savings of $5-10,000,
since they do not pay benefits and
significantly reduce absenteeism and
turnover at their entry level positions.
NDHS students are transported to and from
work, resulting in a better than 98%
attendance rate.  Many sponsors see an
immediate increase in overall employee
morale and an enhancement of their
company profiles as community leaders.

NDHS students working at Putnam
Investments will be filing, faxing and
responsible for basic data entry among
other clerical duties.

LAWRENCE - Notre Dame High School
in Lawrence will hold an open house for
prospective students on Sunday, October
15, 2006 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Notre Dame High School is located at the
corner of Hampshire and Haverhill Streets
in Lawrence (the old Saint Mary’s High
School), where students attend classes four
days per week with an extensive after school
tutoring program. Students at Notre Dame
work for local companies on the fifth day of
the week as part of their internship program
to help defray the cost of tuition.

Notre Dame provides education to low
income students from around the Merrimack
Valley and is a college preparatory school.
The school has an average of 18 students
per class and provides ample one-on-one
instruction to students who need it.

Nearly all the funding for student tuition
at Notre Dame comes directly from
donations from the business community.
Financial assistance is available to
interested students considering next year’s
freshman class.

“Sadly, most Catholic schools service
middle to upper income students who are
from families that can afford the tuition. The
sisters of Notre Dame wanted to make that
same quality of education available for low-
income families,” said Jane Shawcross.

“Many of these kids will be the first in
their families to even graduate high school,
so it is very exciting to see them getting
prepared for college. Notre Dame will give

them the education and confidence they
need to get there,” she added.

The school opened in 2004 with its first
class of freshmen. With a new freshman
class coming in each year since, by next
year the school is expected to be at full
capacity. The school transports students
to and from work each day.

Tuition for students is mainly funded by
corporate contributions and through the
Corporate Internship Program. Tuition for a
team of four students is $21,500, with the
majority of that paid for by the corporate
sponsor.

The average family contribution to a
child’s tuition is approximately $1,000, with
financial assistance and corporate
sponsorship available to pay the rest. The
salaries earned by the students cover 70%
of the cost of tuition at the coeducational,
Catholic, college preparatory school.

All those interested in applying to NDHS
are encouraged to attend the open house.
Current NDHS students will lead tours,
refreshments will be served, and admissions
information - including application packets
and registration for the High School
Placement Test - will be available.

Notre Dame High School admits students
of all races, creeds and religions.

For further information, contact Delia
Duran, Director of Admissions, at 978-689-
8222, ext.16, or dduran@ndhslaw.org, or
Elizabeth Delgado at 978-689-8222, ext. 17.

Notre Dame High Shool, Changing
Lives One Student at a Time

Two O’Briens - One Great Cause
St. Pat’s Gets Comedian to Help the Hungry

Hollywood comedian Conan O’Brien
showed up in Lawrence last week to lend
his support for the opening of the
Cor~Unum Meal Center at 191 Salem Street
in Lawrence on September 25th.

Cor Unum (“One Heart” in Latin) is
organized under St. Patrick’s Parish with
Father Paul O’Brien as the chairperson of
Cor Unum and “Labels Are For Jars” (LAFJ).
Conan O’Brien was a roommate of Father
O’Brien of St. Patrick’s Parish when they
attended Harvard University. Two have
been friends ever since.

The entire construction cost was
privately funded through donations and
through the LAFJ project. Conan O’Brien
is also a member of the LAFJ which  recently
raised more than $500,000 for the operation
of the center and will continue to raise
money for its’ operation. LAFJ sells t-shirts

aimed at preventing societal labels such as
“addict,” “Geek” and “minority”. The meal
center is now open and serving meals to
the hungry families of Lawrence. The center
is 5,600 square foot facility, with
construction of the $1.5+million facility
beginning last winter. Cor Unum formed a
major partnership with the Greater Boston
Food Bank, through which the majority of
its food supplies will come.

Dinners are served Saturday, Sunday and
Monday nights and will expand to days.
The facility is large enough to feed 80
people at one seating and with multiple
serving times, the facility can accommodate
up to 250 people for each meal. Since its
launch in the winter of 2004, LAFJ has
raised a total of more than $775,000 to build
and operate the meal center. Anyone
wishing to get involved with this project
can go to www.lablesareforjars.org.

Paula Porten

Come Join Former Boston Mayor and Ambassador to the
Vatican, Ray Flynn and Father Bill Cleary of St. Augustines
Church for a Meeting in support of Faithful Catholic
Citizenship on October 10th at 7pm at the N.A. “K of C.”
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Lawrence Planning Director Michael R. Sweeney

Planning for
Our Future

Just Remember Tip

Michael Sweeney is the planning
director for the city of Lawrence, a
former member of the Lawrence City
Council and School Committee.  You
can e-mail Mr. Sweeney at
Esqsweeney @aol.com.

SAM’S STEAK OUTSAM’S STEAK OUTSAM’S STEAK OUTSAM’S STEAK OUTSAM’S STEAK OUT

Open Monday - Thursday 6AM-3PM
Open ALL Weekend till 4AM!

Daily Specials!
Homemade Cutlets,

Meatballs, Fish on Fridays

Enjoy The Scenic View of
Lawrence’s Historic Falls!

NEW OWNER, SAME GREAT MENU!

Too often in life and death situations the
last issued addressed, if at all, is the issue
of trauma. Survivors of a tragic event or
loss are flooded with emotions and unable
to navigate the situation they are confronted
with.

The Merrimack Valley is fortunate to have
the Trauma Intervention Program. Created
in 1993 by Jayan Landry Conlin, the program
seeks to provide emotional support in a
caring and meaningful way in the hours
immediately after an individual or family
have experienced a tragedy. During the his-
toric flooding that impacted the Merrimack
Valley, Executive Director Conlin and her
team of volunteers provided an invaluable
support mechanism to families in the area
dealing with the emotional trauma of having
their home or neighborhood wiped out.

Without fanfare Jayan Conlin and her
dedicated volunteers provide critical trauma
care when people need it the most. They
are trusted by fire and police officials
throughout the Merrimack Valley. If you
have been looking for a trustworthy non-
profit that has real impact on the lives of
people from all walks of life, you should
consider making a donation to the Trauma
Invention Program of the Merrimack Valley,
Inc. at 167 East Street, Methuen, MA 01844.
For more information try their website at
www.traumaintervention.com

Creating Diversity In Housing

At-Large City Councilor Nilka Alverez-
Rodrigues has been able to bring an exciting
opportunity to Lawrence. Working with the
state’s Executive Office of Health and Human
Services, we are hoping to provide greater
opportunities for people to create accessible
housing in the City of Lawrence. During our
next round of request for proposals, we will
actively call for bids to create housing that

better integrates people with disabilities into
the community. The Planning Department
is going to identify three to six parcels over
the course of the next year that would be
most suitable for construct of a home that
provides maximum accessibility for
individuals with disabilities.

The goal is to increase the opportunities
for housing options in the community for
people with disabilities. Utilizing the
concepts of universal design and visitability
will provide a greater range of housing
options and ensure people with a range of
disabilities that the housing market has a
place for them to be engaged.

The one aspect of this program that Law-
rence will push the Commonwealth on, is in
providing the opportunity for home owner-
ship. Many of the current program guide-
lines call for housing developed under these
loans to be rental units. People with disabil-
ities should be offered the opportunities and
pride that come with home ownership. The
building of equity is also a great benefit for
this community to have greater access to
and will hopefully allow them greater
choices as they move through life.

Numerous surveys by the
Commonwealth has shown a desire by
elders and people with disabilities to live in
their own homes or apartments. A critical
piece to help ensure this is to build more
homes and apartments with the physical
environment needed by elders and people
with disabilities.

Instead of congratulating Licciardello, the
School Committee asked a barrage of
loaded questions about the agreement
and whether or not they could make
changes to it, use the money for balancing
the ‘06 budget (remember they paid
Harutunian’s settlement with budget
money), put the money in the ’07 budget
for unexpected items like rising cost of
heat, and whether or not this earmarking
violated educational reform laws.

Selectman Licciardello made it clear that
the $250,000 was for teachers only and
that the School Committee could take it or
leave it. Knowing that parents wanted
teachers and instead of waiting for fall
town meeting to disperse of the free cash,
the BOS was offering this money now to
hire teachers because of the emergency
situation at the schools. The School Com-
mittee seemed quite apathetic (pathetic?)
about this gift being offered to them.

At one point during this line of
questioning, I thought Mr. Licciardello
was going to rip up the agreement and

walk out. One would think that School
Committee members would be grateful to
receive this money for classroom teachers
but they were not. As a parent, I am
extremely grateful.

Finally, after bickering back and forth and
listening to several parents weighing in on
the issue, the vote was 4-0 to accept the
money with only Committeeman Ormsby
abstaining.

This was such an easy vote for the School
Committee and it really needed no
discussion at all. The schools were receiving
a gift of $250,000 to hire 5-6 classroom
teachers. I want to thank the four members
of the School Committee (Perry, Whidden,
Pybus and Kelly) who voted to accept this
money and the Board of Selectmen for
putting together this agreement to help our
children. I especially want thank Selectman
Chair Tom Licciardello for spearheading this
financial gift to our children in the schools.

Paula Porten
North Andover

Letter to the Editor From Page 2

Hi, I’m Karen Bramwell

I’m a member of
Team Zingales

Please see our ad on Page 23

Lawrence
on the Move

Lawrence
on the Move

Mayor Michael J. Sullivan
On the Move with Greener

Space and Capital Improvements
When I first became mayor of Lawrence,

we had a great deal of work to do in order to
get the city back on the radar screen for
private citizens and businesses.

 The first step was submitting a $28 million
capital improvement bond for the City
Council’s approval. That first leap of faith
has paid off ten fold. Private businesses
and developers from Boston to Manchester,
N.H. took notice that the city of Lawrence
was not going to wait for another handout
in order to get its house in order. Our own
citizens took a renewed sense of pride as
the city began to restore City Hall and
Veterans Memorial Stadium. Perhaps most
important of all, we proved to ourselves that
we can get the bigger projects done and we
sent a clear message to our young men and
women that this is a community that cares.

Now we have innovative companies and
colleges looking proactively at Lawrence.
For months, Tom Schiavone and Nora
Carroll have been fostering a relationship
with UMass Lowell as we explore ways to
partner with this state university to improve
the management of the city and provide
greater opportunities for our citizens. Under
Superintendent Laboy’s leadership, the
school department has started a dynamic
exchange with UMass Lowell and my office
will continue to enhance that partnership.

My administration has also made a deep
commitment to provide more open green
space in the north side of the city.

The recent completion of the Brooks
Street Park, the current proposal to develop
green space along the Spicket River near
Holly Street and Marion Ave., along with
some exciting opportunities at the Howard
Park and in the lower Tower Hill area, will
provide generations of young Lawrencians
open play areas that can be enjoyed by
everyone.

In the coming months we hope to make
headway in the area of green chemistry and
in creating more environmentally friendly
homes that will also provide immediate relief
to homeowners struggling with high utilities
costs.

I hope to turn the history of this old mill
city into a future of proactive planning that
incorporates the best principles of
environmental conservation through
alternative energy sources and storm water
management.

We will look for partnerships with
nonprofits, banks and private developers
to bring the best cutting-edge concepts to
home building in Lawrence.

This proud city is going to once again
take the lead and show urban areas across
the commonwealth how to get things done!

Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan is
in his second term and can be
reached at sull33@aol.com.
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Katie’s Kitchen

COME CELEBRATE OUR
1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY!

Open 7 Days a Week: Mon. - Fri., 6am - 2pm

     Saturdays: 6am - Noon (breakfast only)

Sundays: 7am - Noon (breakfast only)

Homemade Soups - Chicken Barbs
- Real Veal on Tripoli Bread -

Daily Lunch Homemade Specials

267 Merrimack St. in Lawrence

Lawrence Police Confiscate Pot
Plants Just Blocks from City Hall

(BOSTON) - Senator Sue Tucker’s
initiative to provide incentives to reduce
fraudulent auto insurance claims was
selected this week as one of five winners
in the 2006 Pioneer Institute’s Better
Government Competition, an annual
competition to spur governmental
improvement. Tucker’s proposal was
selected from over 200 entries.

Tucker’s plan calls for using financial
incentives to encourage urban drivers in
communities with very high claim rates to
advocate for policies and coalitions that
would reduce fraudulent claims.

It works as follows: excellent drivers that
live in communities with personal injury
claims more than twice the statewide
average will be rewarded if their community
reduces its rate of claims by at least 25
percent. One-quarter of the total savings
generated by this claim reduction would
be credited to these drivers on their annual
auto insurance bill—half in the first year
after the 25 percent reduction and half in
the following year.

 “Because of successful efforts in
several cities, especially Lawrence, to
eliminate millions of dollars of fraudulent
bodily injury claims, there was an 8.7% rate
cut last year,” Senator Tucker said. “In
Lawrence alone, the insurance industry
saved $30 million. But under our current
system, Lawrence drivers won’t see any
substantial rate relief for four years.”

Four other entries were also selected.
The top entry was a proposal to shorten
the time it takes for litigants to have their
civil cases heard before the District Court.
Other winning entries were: a proposal
entitled “State Comptrollers Benchmarking
Initiative,” providing a performance
measurement system that gauges
functional areas of back-office operations
in state government;  an initiative titled
“Energy Efficiency in State-Owned
Buildings” recommending that all
government office buildings can become
more efficient and actually save the state
money by “load shedding” its power; and
a proposal to enact legislation for statewide
health insurance coverage for all municipal
teachers.

 The 2006 Better Government Award
winners were chosen by a panel of five
distinguished judges:

Jonathan Lee, President, Lee Capital
Investments, LLC, Beth Lindstrom, Former
Director, MA Office of Consumer Affairs,
Richard Lord, President, Associated
Industries of Massachusetts, Cosmo
Macero, Jr., Vice President, O’Neill and
Associates, Robert Stavins, Professor,
Kennedy School of Government, Harvard
University, Senator Tucker and the other
winners will be honored at a September 21st

awards dinner, at the Boston Harbor Hotel,

Tucker Plan to Reduce Auto
Insurance Earns Pioneer Institute’s

Better Government Award

featuring Charles D. Baker, Jr. as keynote
speaker. Charles D. Baker is President and
CEO of Harvard Pilgrim Health Care, Inc.,
one of New England’s leading non-profit
health plans.

Baker was brought in as CEO in mid-
1999 to turn around the organization’s
financial performance.  HPHC lost $227
million in 1999, but lost just $10 million in
2000.  It has posted positive financial
returns every year since 2001.

Prior to joining Harvard Pilgrim, Baker
spent eight years in Massachusetts state
government, where he served as Secretary
of Administration and Finance and
Secretary of Health and Human Services
during the Weld and Cellucci
Administrations. In these posts, Baker
planned and implemented major changes
in public policy that reaped hundreds of
millions in taxpayer savings while
expanding health care coverage and
services.

The Better Government Competition
seeks innovative ideas to improve the
quality and cost-effectiveness of
government services in Massachusetts
and provides a public forum for these
ideas. Since its inception in 1991, the
Better Government Competition has
saved Massachusetts taxpayers an
estimated $325 million and has been
replicated in several other states and
abroad.

Pioneer Institute is an independent,
non-partisan, privately funded research
organization that seeks to change the
intellectual climate in the Commonwealth
by supporting scholarship that
challenges the “conventional wisdom” on
Massachusetts public policy issues.
Committed to individual freedom and
responsibility, limited and accountable
government, and the application of free
market principles to state and local policy,
Pioneer is known for developing sensible,
innovative ideas and converting them
into action.

LEO’S AUTO
Please see our Coupon on

Page 7

LAWRENCE- When a Lawrence city
councilor went to visit a relative on Newbury
Street in Lawrence last month, he noticed
something odd growing just a few houses
away.

“At first I thought I was seeing things,”
the councilor said, asking not to be
identified. “Then I realized I was seeing it
right. It was a monster marijuana plant that
stood taller than I am.” (pictured right)

Upon further examination, the councilor
noticed a patch of other marijuana plants
that were much smaller than the one that
originally caught his attention.  “I thought
it would be a great story for The Valley
Patriot,” the councilor admitted, “so I went
home and got my camera before I called the
police.”

The councilor said he contacted Lt. Sean
Conway at the police department, told him
what he had seen and then we went to the
house to show him the plants. The councilor
said he was not sure if anyone was arrested,
but “they definitely confiscated the plants.”
Lt. Conway did not return our calls for this
story.

Hi, I’m AmalfisSepulveda

I’m a member
of Team
Zingales

Please see our ad on Page 23


