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GEORGETOWN – Late on the night of
December 26, 1970, in stormy seas 600 miles
off Cape May, New Jersey, the aging 540-
foot Finnish tanker Ragny broke in half
without warning. An SOS went out and
was relayed to the Coast Guard station in
New York which immediately initiated
rescue operations. Thirty-one
crewmembers were stranded on the stern
section and six, including the captain, were
believed to be on the bow.

The Coast Guard cutter Escanada, on
its way to Atlantic station Echo and 170
miles away, was immediately diverted to
assist in the rescue. After 20 hours
traveling at full speed, the Escanada
reached the stricken tanker in the middle
of the following night. Another vessel, the
SS Platte, had reached the Ragny earlier

STOP
SHOP

&

Valley Patriot of  the Month:

Last week, Haverhill Mayor Jim Fiorentini attended the official ground breaking
of the city’s first Starbucks at Main and Rosemont Street. Starbucks is part of
Haverhill’s continuing success with retail growth. Last year the city removed some
of the regulatory barriers to recruiting new businesses. Now the largest retail
stores ever to locate in the city, Lowes and BJ’s Wholesale Club, have announced
they will break ground next year. Starbucks will add an additional $10,000 in
annual tax revenues and approximately $10,000 in one time permit fees.

Starbucks Coming to Haverhill

See Mayor Fiorentini’s Newsletter on Page 4

A Tribute to
N. Andover
Town Clerk
Joyce

Bradshaw
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Hi, I’m Errin Livingston
I’m a member of
Team Zingales

Please see our ad on Page 23

I’m a member of
Team Zingales

Students across Massachusetts who
score in the top 25 percent on the MCAS
tests and place at the top of their class are
eligible to receive a John and Abigail Adams
Scholarship, which pays for four years of
tuition at any state university or community
college.

Locally, 43 students from Amesbury
earned this year’s Adams Scholarship, 111
students from Andover, 111 from
Chelmsford, 73 from Dracut, 34 from
Georgetown, 17 from The Greater Lawrence

Technical School, 105 from Haverhill, 47
from Lawrence, 177 from Lowell, 103 from
Methuen, 87 from North Andover, 79 from
Tewksbury, and 40 students from the
Whittier Regional Vocational School in
Haverhill.

Students who were awarded the
scholarship recently received letters in the
mail saying that they were the recipients of
the John and Abigail Adams Scholarship
for a full, four-year college tuition.

Continued on Page 10
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The Valley Patriot Hits Milestone

To the Editor,

I would like to take a moment to express
my sincere thanks to the Board of Selectmen
and Finance Committee of North Andover. I
feel very strongly that the $250K they have
allocated to the school department from
anticipated free cash will benefit the
students of the North Andover public
schools.

I do not feel this was an insincere or last
minute gesture; this was a genuine offer in
response to the devastating cuts that were
made to the schools. This money was not
known money It is anticipated excess in the
free cash account that the Board of
Selectmen, our elected leaders, feel would
be best reallocated to the school department
to specifically help decrease the large class
sizes. Many children in grades 4 and 5 are
sitting in classes of 36-38 students. This is
not an acceptable learning environment.

This $250K is one-time money that does
not solve the long-term problems assailing
the public schools, but it is a short-term
solution. Many, not all, parents are grateful
for the aid. I hope we will see recalled
teachers in place by late October to
ameliorate the damage already done to these
children in large classes. Moving forward, I
think the residents of North Andover have
seen that the schools sustained deep cuts.

We, as a community, must choose to take
care of the children, the future. I hope further
funds can be found to address the time on
learning issues at the high school and the
trimester schedules at the middle school. I
also hope that the next town meeting in
North Andover will congregate to support
the betterment of our town as a whole. This
may mean an increase in taxes, but I think
our township is worth it!

Dawn Crescitelli
North Andover

While most businesses in the United States fail within their first year,
The Valley Patriot seems to have been a success from our very first
edition. In March of 2004, The Valley Patriot published our very first
edition and most people were predicting our failure within six months.
We printed up 2,000 papers that month with only 16 pages. This month
The Valley Patriot reaches a milestone as we have increased our
production to 10,000 papers and are now regularly printing 32 pages.
We have also increased our coverage area from four cities and towns
to twelve. All of our success is due to the incredible support we have
received from the business community since day one, not to mention
the dedication of our readers and the community activists and officials
who contribute material every month. We want to thank all of our
advertisers, readers, contributors and supporters who have made us
a great success in such a few short months.

When it comes to issues of illegal aliens in Massachusetts, the views
of Democrat candidate for governor Deval Patrick and the Republican
candidate Kerry Healey could not be more different.

If you believe illegal aliens ought to have a driver’s license or be
awarded in-state tuition, then your candidate for governor is clearly
Deval Patrick. If you don’t, then Kerry Healey is the one for you.

Deval Patrick supports giving illegals a driver’s license. He says that
if illegal aliens have a license, then the state will have the names,
addresses and faces of these illegals and it will be easier to identify
them. Healey, on the other hand, sees this as a national security issue
saying that if illegal aliens obtain driver’s licenses, then they will have
a government ID, which can be used to board an airplane.

Healey is also opposed to giving illegal aliens the same in-state tuition
rates as legal Massachusetts residents. First, she argues that these
students cannot obtain a job once they graduate because they are
not here legally, and second, she believes that the state’s tax dollars
should not pay for illegal immigrants to go to college.

Patrick says he supports giving the tuition breaks and believes that
all Massachusetts students should receive the same benefits,
regardless of their immigration status.

We believe the U.S. is a nation of laws! As such, we believe that
“illegal” means “illegal” and that no awards (or rewards) should be
given to people, including students, who are in this country without
going through the proper channels. We also do not support giving
driver’s licenses to illegal aliens. An illegal with a driver’s license
can board airplanes, vote, and take advantage of those benefits
afforded to American citizens who are supposed to be here.

We see a clear difference between the two candidates for governor,
as each has a very different vision for how the state spends its
revenues and who should reap the benefits of these resources. So,
when voting in November, ask yourself if you would give illegal aliens
driver’s licenses or in-state tuition rates, and then vote accordingly!

To the Editor,

Last week’s School Committee meeting in
North Andover was a disgrace to the voters
and the taxpayers. Board of Selectmen (BOS)
chair, Tom Licciardello, presented the School
Committee with a Memorandum of
Agreement so that the school department
could receive $250,000 from the town to hire
much needed teachers.

Licciardello and the rest of his board have
been listening to the parents of North
Andover and addressing their concerns
with the overcrowding of classrooms at the
Thomson and Sargent Schools, with 4th and
5th graders in classes of 37 children.

When the BOS was informed just three
hours before the School Committee meeting
that there would be a significant amount of
free cash from the ‘06 budget (which will be
certified by the Department of Revenue in
December), the BOS felt comfortable in
offering the School Committee $250,000 of
that money to now hire teachers. At the fall
town meeting, the money will be officially
certified and transferred by a town vote.

As I watched the meeting and listened to
Licciardello, I was extremely excited at the
prospect of the Thomson School getting
two teachers for the 4th and 5th grade. My
daughter is in a 4th grade classroom with 36
children at the Thomson School. The
classroom is overcrowded and a very poor
educational environment for my daughter
and her classmates. The teachers are doing
a great job in dealing with such an awful
situation and we all need to commend them
for that.

So, imagine my surprise as I watched the
meeting to see that School Committee
members and parents who claim to “care
about the children” were not sharing my
excitement and enthusiasm. Not only was I
surprised, so was Selectman Licciardello.

Continued on Page 13
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OPINIONS

Among the most heated debates of the
last 40 years has been the debate over Pope
Pius XII and the Holocaust. What did
he do when the greatest evil of his
day engulfed Christian Europe? Was
he “Hitler’s Pope,” as the name of a
widely read book about him
charged? Was he too reticent in
speaking out against Nazism and
the Nazi extermination of Europe’s
Jews? Was he perhaps even a
Nazi sympathizer? Or was he in fact a great
friend of Europe’s Jews who did whatever
he could to save tens of thousands of Jews,
especially in Italy, opening up the doors of
Church institutions to hide Jews?

It is not my aim here to offer an answer to
that debate. But the attacks on Pope
Benedict XVI may help shed new light on
some of the motives for the attacks on Pius
XII. It is true that we have always known
that most, if not all, of Pius’s critics were/
are on the political/religious Left. But this
no more discredited their critiques of Pius
than the fact that the vast majority of Pius’s
defenders were on the political/religious
Right discredited their defense.

But recently the critics have lost
credibility. If the same people who attack
Pope Pius XII for his silence regarding the
greatest evil of his time are largely the same
people who attack Pope Benedict XVI for
confronting the greatest evil of his time,
maybe it isn’t a pope’s confronting evil that
concerns Pius’s critics, but simply defaming
the Church.

After all, has not Benedict done precisely
what Pius’s critics argue that Pius, and
presumably any pope, should have done
— be a courageous moral voice and
condemn the greatest evil and greatest
manifestation of anti-Semitism of his time?

Take The New York Times editorial page,
for example. It is written by people who
condemn Pius for his alleged silence and
now condemn Benedict for not being quiet.
According to the Times, Benedict will only
create more anti-Western Muslim violence.
But that was exactly the excuse defenders
of Pius XII so often offered for why Pius
XII did not speak out more forcefully —
that he was afraid it would only engender
more Nazi violence. Yet Pius’s critics have
(correctly) dismissed that excuse out of
hand.

Another example is Karen Armstrong, the
widely read ex-nun scholar of religion. She
has written of Pius XII that his “apparent
failure to condemn the Nazis has become a
notorious scandal.” Moral and logical

consistency suggest that she would
welcome a pope who did confront today’s

greatest evil. But she has joined those
condemning Pope Benedict. She wrote
(putting these arguments in the
mouths of affronted Muslims with
whom she sympathizes): “the
Catholic Church is ill-placed to
condemn violent jihad when it has
itself . . . under Pope Pius XII, tacitly
condoned the Nazi Holocaust.”

The argument is so illogical that only
those who attended graduate school or
Catholicism-bashers could find it
persuasive. First, how do you condemn the
silence of one pope when confronted with
the greatest evil of his time and condemn
another pope when confronting the greatest
evil of his time? Second, if indeed the Church
is guilty of condoning evil in the past, why
does that render it “hypocritical” (her term
for Benedict’s condemnation of Islamic
violence in God’s name) to confront evil in
the present? If my grandfather was a
murderer, am I a hypocrite for condemning
murder?

And as expected, the author of the above-
mentioned critique of Pius XII, “Hitler’s
Pope,” John Cornwall, has also condemned
Pope Benedict, describing the pope’s words
about Muhammad and Islamic violence as
“incendiary” and “abrasive” (presumably
calling Pius XII “Hitler’s Pope” is neither
incendiary nor abrasive); and writing
disparagingly of Benedict “having said that
dialogue with Islam was difficult.”

The pope could have chosen a better way
to warn about Islamic violence in God’s name
than by citing a Byzantine emperor’s
sweeping indictment of Muhammad and
Islam. But he had the courage to do precisely
what the critics of Pius XII bitterly complain
Pius XII did not do — use the power of
religion and the prestige of the papacy to
focus the world’s attention on the greatest
evil and greatest outburst of Jew-hatred
since the Holocaust.

I have followed the arguments
surrounding Pius XII and his behavior
during the Holocaust all my life, and as a
newly appointed member of the United
States Holocaust Memorial Council, I
particularly feel the need to attain clarity on
this issue. But the condemnations of Pope
Benedict by virtually every major critic of
Pius XII lead me to wonder whether the
critics really want popes to confront evil or
just want popes to think like they do.

Before discussing government ineptitude,
I need to first state that some governments
are effective in achieving their objectives.
Those are the governments which are
designed to enslave and exploit their citizens
— dictatorships – and they do a damn good
job of it. No ineptitude there!

But I’m sure you knew that that was not
the focus of this discussion. Here we are
talking about governments that are
designed by well-meaning, intelligent people
who sincerely seek to create a government
that operates in the best interest of their
country’s citizenry. So why do these
governments always seem to perform so
poorly? The record of government
ineptitude is so consistent that it must be a
reflection of some basic underlying
principles.

Are poor performance and the
proliferation of unintended consequences
truly inevitable?

Can governments make sure the people’s
resources are fairly and equitably deployed
to serve the best interests of the public?

I hate being the bearer of bad news, but
there is probably no prospect for developing
a magic elixir that cures the routine fumbling
and misdirection of government. When
government programs go awry, government
aficionados are quick to suggest: “If we had
just done things a little differently, this
wouldn’t have happened.” Sometimes it is
a government panel, a new agency, more
regulation, more money, a new tax or tax
incentive, more staff, harsher penalties, more
oversight, etc.  But, in fact, these would
rarely have helped and, in many cases, they
would just have led to a different bad result
and often a worse result – if not immediately,
then in the fullness of time.

Not all readers will agree with the
suggestion that fixes are not possible, but,
for now, I ask you to take a wait-and-see
attitude while we consider some of the
causes. When these causes are related to
the government failures we experience
every day, a pattern of inevitability may

emerge that will discourage any inclinations
you have towards social engineering.

OK, what is it about the nature of
government that leads, nearly inevitably, to
poor performance or outright failure?

When we started, we limited the
discussion to governments designed to
serve the best interest of the people. That
may be the first problem. Is there a “best
interest” of the people?

We all have different interests and
different likes and dislikes. In fact, our
individual interests and likes/dislikes change
over time. In addition, we all have different
values and, if given the opportunity, would
trade one value for another in different
proportions. If that weren’t enough, we all
have different tolerances for risk and would
be more or less inclined to risk things we
value for some given amount of gain.

And all of this is true even if you consider
a single, narrowly defined issue. The
problem is vastly more difficult for
government when you consider that there
are millions of such issues … from cable TV
regulation to airline pilot certification to
peanut butter purity standards.

So, how can the government serve the
“best interest” of the people when there
isn’t any single best interest and millions of
issues are in play?

Of course, for any single issue, the
government could try to discern the best
interest as seen by some democratic
majority, or even try to discern the best
interests of several sub-majorities and then
serve them all. But the democratic process
– even with representatives as proxies for
the individual citizens – is ill suited to this
objective. Try to do this for millions of issues
and failure is inevitable.

Cause #1: Government is much too blunt
an instrument to effectively reflect the
needs or priorities of millions of citizens
when millions of value decisions need to be

Continued on Page 21
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Haverhill Mayor Jim Fiorentini's
Monthly Newsletter

New Phone System Will Cut
Costs and Improve Service
As part of Mayor Fiorentini’s continuing

efforts to improve customer service at City
Hall, the mayor today announced he has
chosen Voice Systems, Inc. to install a new
telephone system at City Hall.

The new system, based on hardware and
software from Vertical Communications, to
be installed at City Hall and the highway
department, will allow for increased
customer service both at City Hall and the
highway department. The system will allow
the following additional features:

* An annual savings of approximately
$30,000 on the city’s telephone bill;

* Reducing/consolidating the fifteen
different telephone systems and 177 phone
lines coming in to City Hall and
consolidating to one central telephone
system and half the number of phone lines;

* Better service to our customers.
Customers will be able to leave voice mail
for employees, and be able to access some
services after hours;

* Teleconferencing capabilities for our
employees, so that meetings can be
scheduled without people leaving their
offices.

The new telephone system will cost City
Hall $68,000. The money is paid for by a
grant the city
secured from
Comcast two years
ago. There is no
cost to the
taxpayers.

“ I m p r o v i n g
customer service
has been a key goal
of my adminis-
tration. When fully
implemented, the
system will allow customers to access City
Hall after hours to obtain service,” Fiorentini
said.

Voice Systems, Inc. was chosen after a
lengthy process where five different
companies were interviewed and a number
of proposals were submitted. Fiorentini said
that Voice Systems, Inc. was chosen first
because they were by far the least expensive
system and for the favorable response they

received from checking with other
municipalities which have the system.”

Saving Drama, Debate and
Art Clubs

Over the past month, we received
numerous emails from high school students
that they would no longer be able to have
clubs like the drama club, debate club and
art club. After school clubs are important
part of the high school experience and
something had to be done. The problem was
that the budget did not contain money for
advisors for the clubs, and without
advisors, the clubs could not go on.
Working with the Education Fund
Committee, we were able to come up with a
solution. Every year, we ask taxpayers, on
your tax bills, to make a donation to public
education and to the Mayor’s Scholarship
Fund. This year’s donations totaled over
$15,000. I
asked the
E d u c a t i o n
F u n d
Committee
to use that
money to
pay to
m a i n t a i n
those clubs.
The com-
mittee, headed by parent activist Trish Shaw,
voted to do that, and the clubs will continue.
Over 100 citizens contributed to the fund,
and their generous contributions have

allowed us to keep
the drama club
and other clubs
going. It is things
like this that make
me so proud of
our city.

Forest
City Takes

Step
Forward

A key goal of my administration has been
to put old factory buildings back on the tax
rolls. The Forest City Residential Group is
exploring redoing several downtown old
factory buildings to mixed-use housing and
retail. The project took a step forward this
week when the Board of Appeals voted to
grant a variance for the project to move
forward. The project has many steps to go

before it becomes a reality. One of those
many steps comes before the City Council
this week, when I will ask councilors for an
order authorizing me to negotiate a purchase
and sales agreement to sell the small strip
of land pictured above to Forest City for
$170,000. This is double the amount we were
offered previously by another developer for
this property.

Keeping Downtown Safe
Next week, we’ll be unveiling a plan to

put more police patrols downtown. Stay
tuned! I’ve also asked the MBTA to help us
police the parking lot at the train station
and to install video cameras for security.

Speed up Bridge Repairs!
Tuesday, state officials, along with state

Senator Steven Baddour and state
Representative Brian Dempsey were in my

office to
a n s w e r
questions on
the Comeau
Bridge.

I requested
the meeting
after we were
notified that a
b r i d g e
abutment did

not pass inspection, prompting a new delay
in this project. While we are happy that the
state caught this in an inspection, we have
to wonder why this project is taking so long.
I asked MassHighway to speed up the
project: working through the winter months,
and increasing the hours to work longer
each day. Currently the contract schedule
calls for work to stop at 3 p.m. Senator
Baddour and Rep. Dempsey have arranged
another meeting at MassHighway within the
next few weeks in Boston. We are working
closely with both of them and they have

Japanese & Korean
Cuisine

Stadium Plaza
160 Winthrop Ave

Lawrence MA 01843

Tel: 978-794-9806 - Fax: 978-683-6512
Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)

Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of
Haverhill and was just elected to
his second term. Mayor Fiorentini
is a Democrat. No public money
was used to produce or distribute
this newsletter. You can E-mail Jim
Fiorentini at: jimfior02@aol.com

To be held in the new Technology Center
FREE ADMISSION - FREE HISTORY BOOK
TO FIRST 100 ATTENDEES (an $8.00 value)!

DON’T LET THIS OPPORTUNITY PASS YOU BY - TAKE
CHARGE OF YOUR LIFE AND CAREER!

• ASK ANY QUESTION YOU’VE EVER HAD ABOUT GETTING
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• FIND OUT ABOUT ADMISSION QUALIFICATIONS AND COSTS
• LOOK AT CLASSROOM & ONLINE OPTIONS AND SCHEDULES

• REVIEW ALL ASPECTS OF CORPORATE ADVANCEMENT
THROUGH EDUCATION

• NETWORK WITH OTHERS

Wednesday, October 18, 2006
4 - 9 pm

at Northern Essex
Community College/Haverhill

Master’s Degree Expo -
Advance YOUR CAREER!

been quite helpful. MassHighway also
promised me a bi-weekly update on the
progress of the bridge. It’s time to move
this project along. I will keep pressing the
state to expedite the schedule.

Mayor Kicks Off Program to
Celebrate Local Artists

I am proud to announce the beginning of
the “Mayor’s Celebrate Art and Artists
Program.” (Photo courtesy of Barbara
O’Leary) We will exhibit the work of local
artists in the mayor’s office at City Hall. This
month’s local artist is Sharon Morley.

Short Subjects
Let’s protect our open space! We’ll be

talking a lot more in upcoming months about
protecting open space and curtailing growth
in the outskirts of the city. Our first step is
to create a new open space and recreation
plan. This week, I appointed Jack Everette,
long time community activist, to the open
space committee. We need about four more
members. If you are interested in preserving
open space and encouraging recreation,
please send a resume to
mayor@cityofhaverhill.com.
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Why Can’t we ALL Just Get Along?Why Can’t we ALL Just Get Along?

Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Random ThoughtsHAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!
Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Random Thoughts
Last week’s City

Council meeting  in
Haverhill was a
classic. The council
did approve the
mayor’s request to
sell a piece of public
property. The the

fireworks started over the process of siting
the downtown parking deck.

The debate was rancorous.

 The mayor and the council president
accused each other of interrupting their
speeches. The problem is that nothing really
substantial got said, and, we’ll need real
cooperation between the mayor and the
council to build the downtown garage.

 Why? There are several real hurdles to
building the garage.

The first is that while the garage is under
construction the site is no longer available
for parking. How do we build the garage
without choking development and killing
existing businesses?

 In the mid-eighties, the city secured
funding to build a garage on the lot on
Wingate Street. But parking was already so
tight that we couldn’t afford to lose the
spaces during contruction. Mayor Pelosi
wisely put it off.

 In the nineties, the city made some gains
in surface parking. First, the lot at Essex
and Locust, then the demolition of the
Winchell Building, then it acquired the lot
at Granite and Moulton Way. This made
possible the construction of a garage; there
was for a time some leeway between need
and available spaces.

 But now downtown development has
heated up. It’s probably happening too fast,
but the mayor has tied the reputation of his
administration to it. So he’s pushing hard
to control the process. Now, the MVRTA is
paying for a consultant to evaluate potential

sites, and the consultant reports to the
mayor. The city council wants a say, but the
mayor refuses to discuss the matter publicly,
instead inviting each by e-mail to meet with
him secretly.

 Councillor’s Hart and Hall are outraged.
What’s it about?

It’s not about the open meeting law. It’s
about the mayor taking for granted all the
input and decisions he will need from the
council in order to build the garage. There
will appropriations, leases, fee structures,
maybe even a land purchase. All these need
council approval. The council wants an
open conference with the mayor and it
should happen.

 The agenda should be:

1.) A report on the proposed residential
development downtown and a projection
of parking needs it will generate; 2.) Shortfall
for residents and businesses: 3.) Additional
commercial space required to make the
downtown work and the parking needs such
will generate; 4.) Transportation and parking
needs of current downtown residents and
businesses; 5.) Where all this information,
and perhaps more, lead us to want to put
the garage; 6.) How best then to proceed.

 Thus far, the mayor’s only plan for
parking downtown is to reduce the number
of spaces required by code. That’s like
making the trains run on time by changing
the timetables!

Mr. Mayor, it’s time to put ego and politics
aside. Meeti with the council and embrace
the fact that you will ned them to build this
garage.

I watched the recent PBS special on the
artist, Andy Warhol and I still can’t figure
out something. He was very famous.
Everybody knew who Andy Warhol was-
even people in nursing homes and kids in
elementary school. One commentator called
him America’s most important 20th century
artist. Warhol, who died in 1987, once said
of fame, “In the future everyone will be
famous for 15 minutes.” But why was Warhol
famous?

He was a talented graphic artist in the
1950’s, but so were many others. He was an
avant-garde homosexual living and working
in New York’s Lower East side, but that
wasn’t unusual.  He was friend of the rich
and famous- which didn’t hurt. And his
artistic legacy? Today he is associated with
graphic illustrations of Campbell’s soup
cans, and images of Marilyn Monroe. I can’t
think of anybody who has achieved so
much fame without a clear reason why.
Except for one other person.

There is Madonna, whose claim to fame
is nebulous.  I can already hear the protests
of my students in defense of Madonna. “You
don’t understand…Madonna is a cultural
icon!”   OK, she’s a cultural icon, like Andy
Warhol. But let’s see. What has she actually
done? She had a couple of hit records in the
early 80’s, “Material Girl” and “Like a Virgin.”
And a campy, hyped book of pornographic
pictures of herself in 1992, titled,
appropriately enough, “Sex,” which some
say cut new ground in the sexual revolution.
(That’s funny, I thought all the available
ground had already been cut. Is there more?)
She played Evita in a turgid, overblown
musical.

Her record albums have sold well world-
wide, but I have never met anyone who can
tell me the names of more than two of her
songs. Princeton, Harvard, Rutgers and
UCLA have offered credit courses that
analyze Madonna as a postmodern myth. I
wonder if the instructors can tell me- in 50
words or less- why she’s famous.

****

Speaking of cultural myths, October 9 is
Columbus Day. It is my least favorite
holiday. To enjoy this day, you have to lower
your consciousness and have an unnatural
capacity for myopia and self-deception. My
encyclopedia calls it “a day commemorating
Christopher Columbus’ discovery of
America.”

That’s the official story, of course.
Innocent primary school children who
haven’t yet internalized the contradictions
of the adult world will be asking their parents
and teachers how Columbus “discovered”
America if there were already people here.
The answer of course, if parents and
teachers value truth, is that the people who
were already here “didn’t count” as real

people. Which automatically generates the
next question: why not?

Columbus Day is a time of celebration,
especially for Italian-Americans. Some
would argue that a day to feel pride in one’s
heritage does no harm, and I agree. But is
Columbus an appropriate exemplar of the
magnificence of Italy- the home of the
Renaissance?

Historian Samuel Eliot Morrison wrote,
“The policy and acts of Columbus for which
he alone was responsible began the
depopulation of the terrestrial paradise that
was Hispaniola in 1492…one third were
killed off between 1494 and 1496.” That one
third amounted to about 5 million people,
which is a Holocaust. With so many other
Italians worthy of veneration, why do we
celebrate the psychopathic Columbus?

Because we always have. And that’s a
lousy reason. For me, it’s like celebrating Al
Capone or Albert Desalvo, the Boston
Strangler. As long as we call it Columbus
Day and not Michaelangelo Day or Galileo
Day or Rennaisance Day, it should be a day
of mourning and prayer in memory of the
millions of innocents who were murdered,
tortured and enslaved by his hand.

***

Kudos to Haverhill Mayor Fiorentini and
the licensing board for their opposition to 2
o’clock barroom closings. The mayor, in the
Tribune of September 17, called the number
of incidents reported between 1 and 2
o’clock “staggering.” Tavern owners
complain that a 1 o’clock closing hurts
business. But downtown Haverhill’s
growing reputation for rowdiness is a bigger
threat to everybody’s bottom line in the
long run. Haverhill cannot nurture its
Renaissance if downtown is allowed to
become the Old West. A rising tide lifts all
ships, and there will be other opportunities
for profits, but 2 o’clock closings are a bad
idea, especially when all surrounding towns
close their bars at 1 o’clock.

***

It took a year to build the Empire State
Building. It took a year to build the Wood
Mill in Lawrence, which was then the
longest building in the world. Nowadays
they can build a nuclear power plant from
blueprint to operational stage in four years.
So why has it taken four years so far for an
800-foot replacement for Haverhill’s Comeau
Bridge, which was condemned in 2002? And
it is still 30% unfinished? I hope Bechtel
isn’t managing the project. We have seen
the Big Dig. Is this Haverhill’s “Little Dig?”

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College in
Haverhill and is the past vice-president
of the faculty union. You can email him
at markpalermo@lycos.com.
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PARENT’S PLEDGE
1. I want my child to have the best possible education and I realize that a strong 

school system is essential. I will support our parent/teacher organizations.
2. I will provide a home environment that will encourage my child to learn.
3. I will help my child build a small yet meaningful home library.
4. I will insist that all homework assignments are done each night.
5. I will discuss at dinner time what my child has learned each day in school.
6. I will review newspaper stories and tv newscasts with my child and discuss how 

the news may affect our lives.
7. I will meet regularly with my child’s teachers.
8. I will remind my child of the necessity of discipline in the classroom, especially 

self-discipline.
9. I will help my child appreciate and enjoy the excitement in learning and the thrill in 

an inquiring mind.
Parent (signed with love and responsibility)

Child (signed with love and appreciation)

BRENNAN - State Rep. 18th Essex
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennan - Rachel Crateau Treasurer, 15 Hamilton Terr. Georgetown   www.lonniebrennan.com

Consentino’s Shoe
Store & Repair

We’ve Moved from Jackson St. in Lawrence
to 85 Swan St. Methuen,

(Between Jackson & Prospect St.)
Phone: (978) 689-9598

SEE OUR AD (PAGE 26)  FOR DISCOUNT ON SHOES

Jim Rurak is a professor at
Boston College and is the former
mayor of Haverhill. Email your
comments or questions to Jim
Rurak at JARandKAS
@comcast.net.
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LEST WE
FORGET

A Salute to POW/
MIAs with a special

tribute honoring them
for their dedicated

service to the United
States of America.

Mon. November 6, 2006

7:00 AM Registration
& Coffee

7:30 AM Breakfast
Wyndham Andover Hotel

123 Old River Rd, Andover

Please call 978-372-6871

The Vietnam
Veterans

Memorial in
North Andover
was unveiled
last  month

behind
N. Andover
High School

Anyone who
spends anytime
in the downtown
area has
probably noticed
a maroon van
parked in the
vicinity of town
hall. The van is
there during the
day, many
evenings and it is

not unusual to see it parked nearby on a
weekend. You might think it belongs to
somebody living in the neighborhood.

But the van belongs to Town Clerk Joyce
Bradshaw and is a symbol of all the extra
hours that she devotes to town business
while performing her duties as keeper of the
town’s vital records and its Elections Officer.

A town clerk’s functions include
recording residents’ births, deaths and
marriages, issuing licenses for dogs, liquor
and to those wishing to get married, and
swearing in public officials.

The clerk is also in charge of setting up
annual and special town meetings as well
as establishing the mechanics behind all
local, state and federal elections - not to
mention certifying the results of vote totals.
Moreover, a clerk is by law one of four
registrars responsible for certifying names
on ballot petitions and candidate
nomination papers. Some clerks also take
on the jobs of notary public and justice of
the peace.

In these functions, the town clerk is
generally the first local government official
a newly arrived resident – or visitor - meets
when seeking a town service or town
information. She thus becomes the
unofficial ambassador of the town as she
performs her duties.

Joyce Bradshaw is the quintessential
town clerk. Her hard work and dedication
are much appreciated by all those who have
come in contact with her. It is impossible to
think of a better ambassador to represent
North Andover.

Back in the early 1990s, Joyce, a life-long
resident of the town, was the branch
manager of the Community Savings Bank
on Main Street. She was also quite active
on the old Board of Trade, which
represented downtown merchants. In these
positions she got to know a large portion of
the town’s residents.

In 1994, after the Community Savings
Bank was sold, the town clerk’s position

opened up and Joyce decided to apply for
it as she was told by a friend that the job
was “easy.” Shortly after being sworn in,
however, she realized that there was a lot
she needed to know just to get started. She
made a call to Town Clerk Randy Hanson in
Andover looking for help and, like most
town clerks, Ms. Hanson was happy to
teach Joyce the basics of the position. The
two remain good friends to this day.

On Joyce’s first day on the job, while
actually being sworn in by the Board of
Selectmen, she wasn’t prepared for the
antics of then Selectman Don Stewart. She
had known Stewart from her dealings at the
bank, but was totally surprised when
Stewart turned around, bent over and

dropped his … well, you get the idea. And
this was in front of the entire board!

Joyce quickly became proficient in her
duties and then decided this wasn’t enough
and wanted to do more for the residents of
her town.

Then the stories started. You might hear
that she brought important papers to a
resident’s home because the resident was
too sick to go down to Town Hall or was
perhaps disabled. Or you would hear that
she would keep the office open past closing
time if a resident called saying he will be a
little late getting to her office. She always
went out of her way to make herself
available.

Perhaps the best story is when a family
was about to embark on a vacation and was
at Logan Airport on a Sunday morning
ready to leave. At the ticket counter, all of a
sudden the parents were told that one of
the children didn’t have the proper
documentation to leave the country. The
parents put in a frantic call to the North
Andover police to see if there was anything
they could do. The police called Joyce who
immediately went over to town hall, got the
paperwork, and then personally drove it to
the airport just in time for the family to catch
the plane. While it all worked out in the end,

how many town clerks do you think would
be willing to perform this service … on a
Sunday morning no less!

In 2003, at the North Andover Democratic
Town Committee annual breakfast, Joyce
Bradshaw was awarded the distinction,
“Democrat of the Year.” I attended that
breakfast and my immediate thoughts were
mixed. I was pleased to see her get the
recognition she so richly deserved, but
thought that the party label was a stretch.
Anybody who knows Joyce realizes that
she treats all constituents the same
regardless of their party affiliation. You can
be a Democrat, a Republican, a Libertarian
or even unaffiliated and you will get the
same great response from Joyce and her staff.

More recently, the Massachusetts
Commission on the Status of Women
selected Joyce Bradshaw as one of
“Massachusetts’ 240 Community Unsung
Heroines of 2006,” as a tribute to her work
as town clerk.

Of course, in such a wide-ranging job as
town clerk, everything does not always run
smoothly, particularly when outside forces
intervene. Such was the day on September
11, 2001, the day the World Trade Towers
were attacked by terrorists. That day was
also an Election Day for North Andover to
fill a vacancy on the Board of Selectmen.
During the morning of the attack, Joyce
called the Secretary of State’s office to see
if the election should proceed. She was told
that it would probably be cancelled,
according to Joe Smith, who was a
candidate at the time. Joyce persevered with
the election anyway since she didn’t have
official notice for cancellation and later on
was vindicated when Governor Jane Swift
ruled the election should proceed.

Rosemary Smedile, former member of the
Finance Committee and member of the Board
of Selectmen, has worked with Joyce for
many years on a wide variety of town issues.
She sums it all up when she says, “Joyce is
always there, and always there for anybody
in need.”

Town Manager Mark Rees tells the story
about when towns were first given the
option to provide passport services to
residents. At first he was hesitant that North
Andover should adopt this program
because he was concerned that Joyce and
her staff didn’t have the time or resources
to offer it.

But Joyce felt it was an important service
that should be provided and convinced
Rees to support the passport program. Not
surprisingly, implementation of the new
service has proceeded smoothly.

Mark Rees adds that Joyce is the “Perfect
Ambassador for the town of North
Andover.”

Joyce Bradshaw is the same caring and
helpful person outside of the office as she
is in it. Carrie Crouch, one of Joyce’s dearest
friends – and in speaking for her entire
family - says it simply, “I’m very fortunate
to have Joyce in our lives.”

Thank you Joyce Bradshaw for all that
you do for the town and its citizens.

North Andover’s Perfect Ambassador:
Town Clerk Joyce Bradshaw

Robert O’Koniewski
The Law Office of

181 Canal Street,
Suite 310
Lawrence

(978) 688-0029

Attorney at Law

Ted Tripp

Ted Tripp is an International
Consultant in high-tech
manufacturing methods. He
has BS and MS degrees in
Chemical Engineering from
MIT. You can reach him at
tripp@gis.net.
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Lawrence Firefighters
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

14 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840 - (978) 687-191914 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840 - (978) 687-1919

www.lffcu.org

*Annual Percentage Yield, We also offer preferred rates for amounts over $100,000 and $150,000

Special
CD Offers

**********5.25% APY
for 13 Months Minimum

 Deposit $500

5% APY
for 9 Months Minimum

Deposit $500

**********

Wheel
Alignment

157 So. Broadway, Lawrence

OFF

(978) 687-1155

OPEN Mon. - Fri.  7:30 - 5:00

$10.00
4 Wheel Alignment Extra

OFFWe Do Inspection
Stickers!

LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL

$10.00Up to 5 qts. of Oil 10W30

Major Credit Cards &
Personal Checks Accepted

Approved Auto
Repair

A   AA

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennan

www.lonniebrennan.com

9 Hamilton Terrace, Georgetown, MA 01833 Rachel Crateau - Treasurer

Family, Faith & Community

18th Essex

ELECT LAWRENCE “LONNIE”

State Rep.

Representation, Plain & Simple

NOV. 7th


