
Lawrence City Council President Patrick Blanchette and
a friend look on as Mayor Michael J. Sullivan presented a
proclamation to the parents of City Councilor Jorge
Gonzalez at their 50th Wedding Anniversary. “The Duke
of Providence St.,” is considering a run for Governor’s
Council.
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Tom Connors of
American Training, Inc.,
on Glen Street in
Lawrence, was on hand at
the Andover Wyndham
Hotel last month to
support the Michael B.
Christensen Family
Support Center.

Tom Connors of
American Training, Inc.,
on Glen Street in
Lawrence, was on hand at
the Andover Wyndham
Hotel last month to
support the Michael B.
Christensen Family
Support Center.

A 19 year old Jackie Rosario
of Lawrence graduated from
Merrimack Valley School of
Hair Design (MVSHD) in
Methuen this month. Jackie
will now be working at the
Salon 1712 in Haverhill. Jackie
had to put in 1,000 hours at
MVSHD before she could get
her license. Jackie grew up in
Haverhill and is a  2005
graduate of Haverhill High
School. Getting her hair cut
is is Erin Daly of North
Andover who had her birthday
party at MVSHD.

Our new 300 seat authentic family Italian Restaurant.
Offering cafeteria style luncheons and casual-elegant
evening dining, with panoramic outdoor riverside
seating available. Executive Chef Antonio Veneziano
from the Amalfi Coast in Italy has created a menu that
challenges any Italiam Restaurant in New England.

Function rooms available for parties of 10-400
with family style or buffet style meals.

10% off with this coupon - good only at Sal's Pizza and Italian Restaurant

10% off with this coupon - good only at Sal's Pizza and Italian Restaurant

Come visit Sal's newest conceptCome visit Sal's newest concept

T h o m a s
Sarcione of
Methuen won
the first place
prize of $1,000
at the Texas
Hold’Em Poker
T o u r n a m e n t
benefitting the
Lawrence and
Methuen Even
Start Family
L i t e r a c y
Program. Pictured with Mr. Sarcione is Christina
Lopez, coordinator of the Methuen Program. The
poker event raised over $2,500.

Boston media
giant John Keller of
Channel 4’s Keller
At Large, takes a
break from interro-
gating politicians to
show off his copy
of The Valley
Patriot, which he
said he picked up
at one of our fine
Lowell locations.

President of the North Andover Taxpayers
Association Ted Tripp (left) and North Andover
Town Moderator Charlie Salisbury show their
support fot Lt. Governor Kerry Healey during the
Massachusetts Republican Convention

From Left to Right: Ryan Smedile, North Andover
Selectman Rosemary Smedile, Keith Mitchell
(chairman of the N.A. Finance Committee) and Jim
Gammie listen to Lt. Governor Kerry Healy at the state
Repulbican Convention in Lowell.

10% OFF

10% OFF 10% OFF
10% OFF
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Malden Mills Expands Green
Polartec Fabric Program

Business

Malden Mills Industries, Inc. is
expanding its recycled and ‘renewable’
fabric program. As the originator of
modern fleece, Malden Mills was also the
first to bring recycled fleece fabrics to
the market over twelve years ago, best
known in Patagonia’s successful
PCR Synchilla line of jackets,
vests and pullovers1.

Today, recycled yarn
technology has advanced
dramatically enabling
Malden Mills to offer a
highly compelling
collection of recycled and
renewable Polartec®
fabrics from lightweight
base layers to warm fleece.
These new fabrics will save
precious resources, reduce
emissions from
manufacturing, and reduce
stress on landfills by recycling industrial
and consumer waste.

As a company that derives much of its
income from fabric made for outdoor
performance apparel, preserving the
environment for future generations is not
just the right thing to do, it is also a
“mission critical” strategy for the
company’s long-term success.

This fall, two new garments will hit the
market as the harbinger of more ‘green’
things to come, Patagonia’s Capilene 4
long underwear program and
Timberland’s new Mountain Sweater.

The expedition weight
Capilene 4 long
underwear collection
is made of a new
recycled Polartec®
Power Dry® which
will be made of at
least 50% recycled
polyester fiber and
it will be 100%
recyclable through an
Eco-Circle® program
that can turn old
polyester garments
back into yarn.

This is the first time
recycled fibers are a fine
enough denier to
produce soft, comfortable next-to-skin
fabrics. And, like all Polartec® Power
Dry® garments, the Capilene 4 will wick
and dry quickly, the key to staying warm
in any situation.

Timberland’s Mountain Sweater, which
will hit the market August 2006, highlights
another approach to environmental
responsibility, using renewable fibers like
wool. The Mountain Sweater is made of
a new Polartec® Power Dry® with wool
which combines natural wool fibers with
polyester to get a “best of both worlds”
garment – technical performance, the
natural warmth of wool, and the
environmental benefit of using an annually
renewable resource.

“The Timberland launch is a great start.
This is just the tip of the iceberg in our
work with renewables and we already
have quite a few more products in the
pipeline for 2007,” states Doug Lumb,

Malden Mills Director of Development.
In fact, by September 2007 consumers
may see a wide range of new garments
made of renewable Polartec® fabrics.
Three new polyester, wool blend
Polartec® Power Dry® fabrics will be

available to clothing companies
in addition to a new,
much anticipated
corn-based fleece
fabric made of fibers
called Poly Lactic
Acid (PLA).

These corn based
yarns, sold under

the brand Ingeo®,
offer tremendous

environmental benefits,
not only as an annually
renewable resource,
but the finished
garments will be

compostable, meaning after years of use
when they eventually make it to a landfill,
these garments are biodegradable, they
will break down naturally.

In addition to wool and corn-based
fibers, the recycled polyester product line
will expand significantly by Fall 2007
including silkweight, midweight and
expedition weight recycled Polartec®
Power Dry® fabrics as well as a selection
of new Polartec® Thermal Pro® fleece
fabrics.

For more information on recycled
Polartec® fabrics or Malden Mills visit

www.polartec.com or
contact Nate Simmons at

Backbone Media. 970-
963-4873 or nate@

backbonemedia
.net.

Malden Mills
Industries, Inc.
was founded in
1906 and is

based in
Lawrence, MA.  In

the early 1980’s the
c o m p a n y
revolutionized the way
the world dresses for
cold weather with the
invention of

performance fabrics.
Innovation continues to distinguish the
company as the world leader in
performance textiles, now offering over
200 different styles of technical fabrics
under the Polartec® brand.

Polartec® products now range from
lightweight wicking base layers to
insulation to extreme weather protection
and are utilized by the best clothing brands
in the world.

In addition, Polartec® fabrics are used
extensively by all branches of the United
States military including the Army, Navy,
Marine Corps, Air Force, and Special
Operations Forces.  For more information
please visit our website at
www.polartec.com.

As an interesting side-note, the fabric
in these garments uses approximately
nine recycled two-liter soda bottles per
yard.

Sal's Pizza Expands

On Saturday, May 6, Woman’s Agenda
will celebrate its 8th Annual Women & Policy
Symposium called Beating a Culture of Vio-
lence: “I’m a Survivor.” It will take place at
the Lawrence Senior Center, located at 155
Haverhill Street, from 8:30 am to 3:30 pm.

Woman’s Agenda annually organizes a
symposium to support and encourage the
community activism of local women leaders
in the Merrimack Valley. Since its inception
in 1999, Woman’s Agenda plans and
organizes a series of dialogues or
symposiums, in which local women leaders
can focus on themselves and the very
important roles they play in every sphere
of the community.

Despite the fact that these symposiums
are held only once a year, it has served to
influence policy development in the public
and private sectors. This year the focus is
on attacking violence against women
through an intergenerational dialogue in
which mature women will be engaged in a
discussion with young adolescent and
young adult females to develop strategies
to prevent women from falling victims of
vio-lence and to ensure women already in
abu-sive situations that there are avenues
for escape.

This year the organizing committee
includes not only Dr. Nilka Alvarez-
Rodriguez, who is a Lawrence City
Councilor-At-Large and Women Studies
Instructor at Merrimack College, but also
Patricia Sanchez-Reyes and Martina Cruz,
Lawrence School Committee Members; June
Black, Congressman Marty Meehan’s

Office; Maribel Serate and Noris Gonzalez,
Garden of Options; Janice Burkholder,
Senator Susan Tucker’s Office; Vilma Lora,
Greater Lawrence YWCA; Susan Santos,
Women of Excellence Ministry; Grisel Silva,
District B Lawrence City Councilor; Luz
Rosado, Lawrence Senior Center; and Annia
Lembert, New England UNITE HERE; as well
as, community activists Haydee Cuadrado,
Felicita Caminero, and Doris Anziani.

Another important objective of Woman’s
Agenda is to support and celebrate the
tireless efforts of local women through the
Maria Garcia Liriano Award and the Women
of Action Awards.

The Maria Garcia Liriano Award is pre-
sented to one woman each year for outstan-
ding achievements and this year it will go to
domestic violence survivor, journalist, writer
and poet Beatriz Perez.  The Women of Ac-
tion Awards celebrates the extraordinary ef-
forts of unsung heroines and this year these
women are Sandy Almonte, Maria Monica
Alvarces, Paula Callanan, Zoila Gomez Diaz,
Rebecca A. Hall, Anna Ruth Sullivan,
Carolyn Traficanti and Rev. Gladys Tucker.

The more permanent and essential aspect
of Woman’s Agenda is to heighten
awareness of women’s internal strength and
to encourage their influence over policy
decisions affecting their daily lives.
Woman’s Agenda does not only seek to
impact policy in the public sector but also
in the private sector where women are
managers, workers, and consumers of
organizations for profit and not.

Woman’s Agenda Celebrates 8th Annual
Women & Policy Symposium on

Violence Against Women

Sal's Riverwalk at 354 Merrimack St. in Lawrence is
undergoing a major expansion, not only to the riverfront
deck, which will span the length of the entire building,
but also interior renovations adding more function rooms
to hold more than 400 people. Book your party, wedding
or function now: call 978-291-0220



May - 2006   The Valley Patirot      19

include wind turbines, solar panels, and
most importantly for their purposes,
biodigesters and carbon-neutral biodiesel.
By their calculations, a herd of 300 cows
can produce enough biodigestered methane
to generate over 150,000 kWh of electricity,
or 150 megawatts per year.  (Just think how
many Nintendo boxes that will run?) The
same methane can also be the source for

hydrogen fuel
cells that
w o u l d
p r o d u c e
g r e e n
electricity and
water.

N o w
y o u ’ r e
wonder ing ,
are ZEDs and
ZEFs comp-

limentary?  You bet they are.  When you
link the Zero Energy Development with the
Zero Energy Farm, you begin to get what
Bill Dunster refers to as the ZED Quarter, a
region of a city that is truly sustainable.
The tie that binds the two together is
transportation, and that’s where the
electronic vehicles in BedZED come in.  The
entire system thus becomes carbon neutral.

When asked about his vision of a
sustainable city, Bill Dunster told Seth the
key is to first create a ZED Quarter.
Demonstrate a single area that combines
farming, residency, and transportation in a

The full spectrum of innovations is
available from the BedZED website and from
the Bill Dunster Architects websites.  The
key points are that they are practical to cold
weather climates, they’re modern, they work,
the residents are happy, and, from a
business standpoint, they’re viable.

Complimenting the ZED concept is that
of a ZEF.  Can you guess what that means?
No, it’s not Zack Eyes Felicity, it stands for
Zero Energy Farming, or again, to be more
precise, Zero (fossil) Energy Farming.  Like
a ZED, ZEFs are fully functioning, modern
farms that are “carbon neutral.”

All farming functions, including the use
of vehicles and fertilizers, are achieved
through sustainable means.  There is no net
CO2 production.  Traditional farming
practices are highly fossil fuel intensive.
The escalating cost of fuel and fertilizer is
one of the principal challenges to the small
farm.  As everyone agrees that the quality
of local produce is superior to factory
farmed alternatives, if energy costs could
be ameliorated the local farms could remain
competitive.  This would help preserve both
our quality of life and our economic
diversity.

Where is
there a modern
zero energy
farm that has
p r a c t i c a l
lessons for
New England?
Well, nowhere
just yet.  But
the emerging
contender is in
a town south
of London,
right near our friends at BedZED.   Zero
Energy Farming is part of its strategic vision
and the feasibility studies and groundwork
are already in progress.  The farm is called
Commonwork.  It is a 500 acre, 260 cow,
organic dairy farm.  In its 25 years of
operation, the farm has produced over 45
million liters of milk.

Commonwork is already a leader in energy
efficiency, but its goals are higher.  Within
ten years it intends to implement a
smorgasbord of energy innovations that will
make the farm not only carbon neutral, but
a net energy provider.  These technologies

Innovation Valley (www.ivalley.org)
Business

The British Are Coming! The British Are Coming!

Seth J. Itzkan, John Michitson,
Darien Crimmin

Seth J. Itzkan: Seth  Itzkan is president
of Planet-TECH Associates, a consulting
agency identifying innovations in
economic development.  Recently, Mr.
Itzkan helped The Boston Foundation
to  conceptualize and implement its Hub
of Innovations tool.  You can email him
at seth@planet-tech.com.

The Innovation Valley initiative seeks to help stimulate economic growth and quality-of-life enhancements in the Merrimack
Valley.  Every month we will report on innovative businesses, practices, and ideas that are helping to make Merrimack Valley
the place to be.  Look for our article in print media and online at www.ivalley.org.

John Michitson served as a Haverhill city
councilor for 10 years; the last two as
president. He is a manager and electrical
engineer at the MITRE Corporation in
Bedford, Mass. John and his wife, Heidi,
are enjoying the childhood of their 4-
year-old daughter and 6 year-old son.
jmichitson@mva.net.

Darien Crimmin, M.A., works as a
freelance writer and environmental
activist in the Boston area.  He holds a
degree in Urban and Environmental
Policy and Planning from Tufts
University.

You can reach him at
dariencrimmin@yahoo.com

UK Based Innovations Have Application
in the Merrimack Valley

100 Howe St.
Methuen, MA

Saturday May 6, 2006
7:00PM

Don White Benefit
Concert at

Comprehensive
Grammar School

Tickets $20
To benefit the 20+

Reading Club

Last month, one of our Innovation Valley
team members, Seth Itzkan, took a jaunt
“across the pond” to get a closer look at
some of the world’s most futuristic examples
of energy-smart  housing, farming, and
industrial management – all of which may
soon be coming to a block, field, or business
park near you.  As you know, the Merrimack
Valley is a formative mill region, surrounded
by farms, and in need of adequate housing
for young, skilled workers.  Any
development strategy that can support both
rural and high-tech industries while helping
to entice the next generation of
breadwinners will go a long way to
broadening our economic outlook.

Fortunately, help is on the way.  One if by
land. Two if by sea.  Three if by hybrid.

For starters, take a sip of some Earl Grey
tea and clear your throat for these terms:
“ZED,” “ZEF,” and “NISP.”  No, they aren’t
characters from the next Bug’s Life film.
They’re acronyms for the innovations that
are going to impact our region, and you’re
likely to hear more of them.

ZED stands for Zero Energy
Development, or, to be more precise, Zero
(fossil) Energy Development.  This refers
to housing/condominium complexes that are
“carbon neutral,” that is, they are entirely
energy self-sufficient. They can
accommodate all their energy needs,
including electricity, heat, and hot water,
through fully sustainable means.  Yes, they
exist, and no, they aren’t straw huts in Tahiti.
They are marvels of modern design and the
premier example is a 100-unit complex south
of London known as BedZED, for
Beddington Zero Energy Development.

Seth went to investigate this innovation
and talk to its architect, Bill Dunster.  The
findings were impressive.  At the heart of
its design are state-of-the-art technologies
for solar power, heat exchange, rain water
retention, and combined heat and electricity
generation (CHP).  Some of these are
designed and patented by Bill Dunster
himself.  A few of these interesting morsels
include super-insulated construction,
south-facing living rooms, grass roofs,
integrated solar voltaics, and of course,
parking lot  power outlets for electric
vehicles.

carbon neutral mix, and you’ve created the
magic trifecta for sustainability.  That’s what
the BedZED and Commonwork Farm
communities are attempting south of
London, and of course, we had to imagine
how that would play out here in the
Merrimack Valley.  Could such a scheme be
created between, let’s say, Silsby Farm and
a new state-of-the-art renovation at
Bradford College?

Finally, we turn to “NISP.”  What on Earth
could that mean?  The answer is National
Industrial Symbiosis Program.   The key part
of that phrase is, of course, its gooey core,
Industrial Symbiosis.  This means getting
industries to work in consort so that all their
resource and energy streams are
complimentary – improving efficiencies,
saving dollars, and enhancing regional
competitiveness.  In essence, the industrial
performance of a region begins to act as a
single entity, and its potential far exceeds
the sum of its parts.

On the day after visiting BedZED, Seth
went to downtown London to have a chat
with the people running the London region
of the UK’s national Industrial Symbiosis
effort.  Over a nice cup of hot tea, Seth
learned that the key to the program is two-
fold.  First, outreach.  A comprehensive
communications campaign educates
London business owners about the
opportunities.  Second, computer matching.
Like a dating service, a computer program
with hundreds of resource flows helps to
identify complimentary parings.  The NISP
effort is only a few years old, but is already
taking off around the country.

So, what’s the tally?  Cutting edge
housing developments, zero energy
farming, and collaborating industries.  Can
these innovations work in the Merrimack
Valley?  If so, hang lanterns from the steeple.
The British are coming!

Any development strategies
that can support both rural and
high-tech industries while
helping to entice the next
generation of  bread-winners will
go a long way to broadening our
economic outlook.

BedZED - Beddington Zero Energy Development.
  Used with permission, Bill Dunster Architects.
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* Louane Hann of Boston, Principal
Scientist and Senior Manager of the
Strategic Development Program at Wyeth
BioPharma in Andover;

*  Mary Kelleher, Co-founder and Principal
of Kelleher Cohen Associates in Andover;

*  Theresa Laurenza, R,N,, Elder Health
Program Manager at HomeCare Inc. in
Lawrence;

* Rosa Lopez of Melrose, Human
Resources Representative of New Balance
Athletic Shoes, Inc. in Lawrence;

*  Cathy MacPherson of Gloucester, LPGA
Class A Professional at Middleton Golf
Course in Middleton;

* Lisa McDonald of Andover, Advisory
Board member of CASA at Family Services,
Inc. in Lawrence.

* Carole Russell of Chelmsford, Senior
Director at Philips Medical Systems in
Andover;

* Debra Ralls of Pelham, NH, Director of
Radiology at Lawrence General Hospital,
Lawrence;

* Karen Rosenau of Haverhill, Senior
Vice President and Human Resource
Director of TDBanknorth in Andover;

* Marie Weatherby of Hampstead, NH,
Distinguished Member of Technical Staff
of MNS Centralized Project Management
at Lucent Technologies.

Sponsorships, program book
advertisements and tickets at $50/each are
available for the Thursday, May 11, 2006
event by contacting Nancy Kieran at 978-
687-0331 x1021 or nkieran
@ywcalawrence.org.

Proceeds of the annual sell-out luncheon
underwrite YWCA after-school, child care,
women’s health, transitional housing, rape
crisis, and domestic violence programs.

Old Cell Phones Wanted
Do you have old cell phones that you no

longer use?

If you have answered yes to both questions, the Methuen Se-
nior center is collecting cell phones that can be pro-
grammed for 911 use for senior citizens.

Is it in good working condition?

Call (978) 794-3296 for more details.
Or just drop off your phone at the

Methuen Senior Center, 77 Lowell St.

I want to thank our Methuen Democratic
Committee for providing us  opportunity to
participate this morning.  And, thanks to all
of you for coming this morning.

Regarding  our
future: as I campaign
and meet with
Methuen voters
daily, I sense new
hope and a call for
democrats to seize
the initiative  on
issues that are so
important to  us
individually, but
more importantly -
so vital to us
collectively-

The need for a fair
system in which we
all contribute to provide for  health care for
all,

Directly linked  to this  - the greatest
challenge facing  our state leaders is -the
need to bring and retain sustaining jobs to
our Commonwealth.

As our working population dwindles - we
- and all working families –   all suffer. The
need to restore funding for communities
especially in the areas of education and
public safety.

The need to ensure that our elders can
afford to live with dignity in the communities
where they worked, and contributed all their
lives.

The need to put children first – always.

My job as your state representative will
be to work with my colleagues to address
these issues and to ensure priority funding
for Methuen in the areas identified by
Mayor Manzi and our City Council    -

I believe that nothing good is
accomplished by the force of ego – it is
accomplished thru sincere listening, true
communication, and good will

Before I ask you for your vote -  I need to
tell you why  I believe am the right  person
- at this time —to represent our City in our
State Legislature

First, I am blessed to be a wife and  mother
of school age children both of which  keep
me  deeply involved and invested in our
future,

My experience as an Army officer, a
teacher and city councilor,  along with my
formal education,  prepare me very well for
this important  responsibility.

However,  I want you to know, that I
believe that my resume is only a required
starting point  for my candidacy. I could not

stand before you this morning asking you
for your vote unless I:

Had demonstrated integrity and honesty
in my public service to
Methuen

Unless I had I been a
leader on city council for
6 years.

Unless I had achieved
results working as a
team member with our
Mayor and our state
legislators on initiatives
such as:

Bringing a YMCA to
Methuen,

S p o n s o r i n g
legislation adopted by

the city council to control growth  and
successfully procure open space

Working with Senator Baddour and Rep
Broadhurst on the Rotary and the Pelham
Street exit ramp and on many other
transportation needs

Bringing a satellite post office to West
Methuen

Chairing two council committees which
addressed very politically charged issues

I want you to know that I initially ran for
city council because I was deeply involved
in our community – and because at the time
I  was leading a coalition to prevent an
irresponsible corporation from  locating a
power plant in a Methuen neighborhood.

It took two years but our Commonwealth
finally agreed  - and denied the permit.

I provide these examples only because I
would not stand before you this morning
unless I could demonstrate to you:

That I have a passion for legislative
service and true commitment to our
community;

The ability to get results; and That I am
not afraid to challenge current thinking or
propose bold solutions - You know that I
will be everywhere in our community – as I
have been during the past 6 years -
Listening and learning

You know that I will get results.

You know my passion and committment.

My vision for our Commonwealth is one
that will challenge and inspires us to be
stewards of the future…

This is why I am running as a Democrat.

And, it is with enormous respect for all of
you  - that  I ask for your vote  and your
support.

Business/Methuen

Lawrence, Massachusetts, March 21, 2006
— The Wood Products Group of Canada
announced today the grand opening of its
new Artizan Design Centre at 29 South Canal
Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts.  An an-
chor tenant in Lawrence’s newly renovated
South Canal Inter-
national Business
Center, the 3,400
square foot Artizan
Design Centre
showcases inno-
vative, premium
quality archi-
tectural, design,
and building pro-
ducts manufactured
by member com-
panies of the Wood Products Group of
Canada.

An official ribbon cutting ceremony and
remarks by dignitaries from the Province of
New Brunswick, the Commonwealth of
Massachusetts, and the City of Lawrence
marked the occasion.

“At this grand opening of Artizan Design
Centre, the Wood Products Group of
Canada gratefully acknowledges and
sincerely thanks the Honourable Kirk

MacDonald, Minister of Business New
Brunswick; the Honourable Martin Meehan,
U.S. Congressman, Massachusetts Fifth
District; Robert L. Culver, president and
CEO of MassDevelopment; Mayor Michael
Sullivan and the City of Lawrence political
and business leaders; representatives from
the Merrimack Valley economic devel-
opment agencies and chamber of commerce;
and our own members for their support to
help make our vision a reality today,” said
Fred Nott, president of the Wood Products
Group of Canada, which is headquartered
in Fredericton, New Brunswick.  “We are
delighted with our new Lawrence location
as a gateway for enhancing business
opportunities between our two countries.”

Companies from the four Atlantic Cana-
dian provinces of New Brunswick, Nova
Scotia, Newfoundland/Labrador, and Prince
Edward Island are showcasing their pro-
ducts and services at Artizan Design
Centre.  Product categories include: cabin-
etry, moulding, and specialty millwork;
flooring; windows, doors, stairways, and
railings; kitchen and bath; heirloom quality
furniture; panelized building systems, timber

Provides New England Architectural,
Design, and Building Community with

Faster Access to High Quality Canadian
Wood Products

Artizan Design Centre Opens in Lawrence

YWCA, Continued from Page 6

frame structures and log homes; exterior
siding, cedar shingles, and outdoor building
and appearance products.  While business-
to-business consulting and installation ser-
vices are available to the trade, consumers
are also welcome to view. John DiCesare,

Vice President of
U.S. Operations for
the Wood Products
Group of Canada,
said, “Artizan
Design Centre will
provide the New
E n g l a n d
community of
architects, builders
and consumers
with faster access

to innovative Canadian wood products,
which are recognized worldwide for their
natural beauty, quality, and craftsmanship.”

DiCesare believes that the Artizan Design
Centre concept will appeal to area architects,
designers, and builders who are not only
looking for new product ideas, but also
reliable turnarounds and the ability to
customize orders to meet their needs.

“Additionally, U.S. companies may be
able to take advantage of an export buyer
financing program backed by the Canadian
government,” continued DiCesare.
“Eligibility is based largely on a company’s
good credit history, and is representative
of the goodwill efforts to make doing
business with Canadian companies as easy
and rewarding as possible.”

Artizan Design Centre, 29 South Canal
Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts, is open
weekdays from 9:00am to 5:00pm.  Phone
+1.978.722.6590 for an appointment.  A
member of the Boston Society of Architects,
Artizan Design Centre will exhibit at
Residential Design 2006, April 5-6, Seaport
World Trade Center in Boston, booth 818.

Artizan Design Centre is an innovation
of the Wood Products Group of Canada
(WPGC), a hands-on, not-for-profit trade
association dedicated to building an inter-
national community of quality resources,
inspirational ideas, and market opportunities
for its member companies.  The WPGC’s
efforts help wood products manufacturers
and their global business partners increase
business advantage, adopt best practices,
and support the sustainability of managed
forest environments.

Linda Dean Campbell’s
Address at the Methuen

Democrat Breakfast
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Methuen Councilor Ken Willette, co-chair of the Methuen Exchange Club, and Arthur
Hutton the other co-chair, said that they raised nearly $10,000 at the annual “Taste
of Methuen.” The event was held at the Tara Mara Guesthouse Suites. Restaurants
and food preparers from all over the Valley participated, giving Methuen residents
a chance to taste the very best samples of food.

As an elected official you feel as though
you have the power to affect change. You
may be the one to break down perceived
barriers for constituents seeking remedies
to various problems. You sometimes feel the
ability to make a difference in your city by
voting a certain way. Often you feel that
your voice can carry influence because you
are able to produce a strong argument for
or against something for your constituents.

There may be an exception. The
Maritimes & Northeast Pipeline has a
proposal to construct a compressor station
in Methuen or Haverhill as part of Phase IV
expansion plans to construct about 146
miles of loops and six new compressor
stations in Maine and Massachusetts.

When I am out in the city and people
approach me to ask about this very
important issue, I have to say, I am not able
to give them the an-
swer they want to
hear. I am unable to
say, “Don’t worry
about it.”

I share the frus-
tration of other
Methuenites. I hear
myself saying that
this may be beyond my
realm. I share their concerns about safety,
property values, quality of life and the
habitat. I encourage citizens to attend
meetings, write letters, and voice their
concerns.

The issue of the Maritimes & Northeast
Pipeline gas compressor station, slated to
be built somewhere between Methuen and
Haverhill, has been a hot topic lately. I have
been to numerous meetings on this subject.
There is much talk about supply and
demand. Our country’s consumption of
natural gas is so great that there is a need
to increase the flow. The bottom line is that
FERC, the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission, is going to approve the
placement of the station where it deems
appropriate to place the station.

The FERC is charged by Congress with
evaluating whether interstate natural gas
pipeline projects proposed by private
companies should be approved. The
Federal government does not propose,
construct, operate, or own such projects.
(Source: An Interstate Natural Gas Facility
on My Land? What Do I Need to Know?
Department of Energy-FERC, January 2004).
FERC’s evaluation and approval supercede
all local and state authority.

The pipeline company negotiates with
the landowners who are compensated for
signing an easement document. Land-
owners may be paid for loss of certain uses
of the land during and after construction,
loss of any resources, and any damage to
property.

If the Commission approves the project
and no agreement with the landowner is
reached, the pipeline may acquire the ease-
ment under eminent domain (a right given
to the pipeline company by statute to take
private land for Commission-authorized
use) with a court determining compen-
sation under state law (source: FERC,
2004).

I think it is very sad that people buy their
homes and make an investment in their
community only to be told their circum-

Methuen

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, At-Large
Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

The Compressor Station

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the
former Central District Councilor in
Methuen and was elected as a city
councilor “at large” last year. She
is also the founder of the Methuen
Youth Corps and hosts "Call to
Serve." You can email her at
kcoreyrahme@comcast.net

Hennessy: My Goal is
Truth in Government

stances will change with little consideration
of the effects. It is sad that their voice of
concern, if heard and considered, may not
carry as much clout as you would expect.
Sure, they have hearings and people speak
out against it. Petitions are signed and
letters are mailed. But does it matter? I
wonder. Citizens look to their elected
officials for support and protection against
these things and, honestly, I think we are
somewhat powerless.

I was told that it has to be this way or no
compressor station, pipeline or liquid natural
gas transfer station would ever be built,
anywhere, if the decisions were left up to
local authorities. The FERC commissioners
can come in and take land by eminent
domain.

They can claim farms. They can force
themselves into residential neighborhoods

and, in reality, there is
little any of us can do
to stop them.

All citizens of
Methuen, not just
those who reside in
the East District,
should stand to-
gether with the resi-

dents in the east end of
the city and express opposition. The
bottom line is that if it is not in their
backyard, many people cannot be bothered.
We can all lobby and hope for the best by
writing to Magalie R. Salas, Secretary,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 888
First Street, N.E., Room 1A, Washington,
DC 20426 to express our views. Please
reference Docket No. PF05-17-000.

I read with interest in the local paper
about the situation in Fall River on the
Taunton River. The mayor and top
Democratic officials rallied in front of City
Hall in the rain last week to express
opposition to the transfer station being built
on the river.

They joined 100 constituents to express
opposition. Will it make a difference? I don’t
know. It is my understanding that local
officials do not have much power in this
decision, but the least we can do is try.
Voicing strong objections is certainly the
politically popular thing to do.

In every situation, I advise constituents
to rally together and garner support for
important issues. I have signed petitions
and I have encouraged others to do the
same. Questions and concerns can be
addressed to: The Office of External Affairs
(866) 208-3372

The Internet website www.ferc.gov

The Commission’s Public Reference
Room (202) 502-8371 Department of
Transportation, Office of Pipeline Safety
(202) 366-4595 or at htt://ops.dot.gov/.

Given a choice, I cannot believe anyone
would want the compressor station in his
neighborhood. But, at the end of the day, I
fear the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission will do as it wishes.

The bottom line is
that if it is not in
their backyard,
many people

cannot be bothered.

Former Methuen city councilor and
candidate for state representative, Mike
Hennessy, says he considers himself a
“conservative Democrat,” but adds that he
is an “old school Democrat” who “would
like the Democrat Party to go back to
its priorities of putting people to work.”

Hennessy said that if he is elected
to replace Arthur Broadhurst as
Methuen’s state representative,
he will do the work of his
constituents and not that of
the politicians on Beacon
Hill, adding that his goal “is
to bring truth to
government.”

Hennessy, a retired Methuen firefighter,
said he is “troubled” that elected officials
ignore the public and usurp the will of the
voters on critical issues, like gay marriage,
rolling back the income tax rate and ending
tolls on the Massachusetts Turnpike.

“Whether I agree with the voters or not,
issues like gay marriage or rolling back the
income tax rate to 5% are up to them. My
job as a state representative is to do just
that, represent. My job is to serve the
voters, not override them with my own
political agenda,” Hennessy said.

“The people of Massachusetts voted to
roll back the income tax rate to 5% and if I
am elected I would vote in the legislature to
roll it back. It’s only right. Gay marriage is
no different.

The people of Massachusetts went out
and got the required signatures to put it on
the ballot and they deserve to vote on it.
Regardless of my own opinion on some
issues, representatives cannot lose site of
the fact that they are on Beacon Hill to
represent their constituents.”

Hennessy says he favors a single-payer
health care system for Massachusetts and
adds that he will fight for the lottery receipts
to be returned to the towns.

“I like senator Tollman’s idea of a single-
payer health care system. Everyone pays
into one fund and you don’t have to deal
with a bunch of different insurance

companies and HMO’s all at once.”

On the issue of illegal aliens,
Hennessy says he opposes in-
state tuition or any other
government benefit being given

to illegals. “I don’t
understand how we
can be giving any
government benefits
to illegal aliens who
are not suppose to be
here,” he said. “The

key word here is illegal. If it’s illegal for
someone to be in the country in the first
place, we shouldn’t be giving them benefits
like in-state tuition for college. I had to pay
for my kids to go college.”

Hennessy also said he favors having the
School Building Assistance Program at the
state level use architectural prototypes that
cities and towns can choose from when
building new schools. “Right now, each city
and town has to pay about 10% of every
school building project for architectural fees
for building designs. If the state has
prototypes of school buildings that have
already been designed, and we can choose
from one of those when we build a new
school, then we can save the state millions
of dollars right off the bat and provide more
money for school building assistance.”

Hennessy is facing a crowded field of
candidates, including former Councilor
Linda Dean Campbell, Methuen Veterans
Affairs Director Ed “Hoppy” Curran and
former council candidate, Cris DiBella. If
successful in winning the Democrat primary
in September, he will face Republican City
Councilor Robert Andrew.

Current state Representative Arthur
Broadhurst is not seeking reelection.
Broadhurst is running for Register of Deeds
and is facing Lawrence lawyer, Bob Kelley.

Borelli’s Deli, Tech School Rate Best
Dishes at the Taste of Methuen

Methuen Mayor Bill
Manzi gives his nod
of approval to Don
Smeriglio and Joan
Bamford of
Borelli’s Deli. The
Valley Patriot
restaurant Guru
(not pictured)
picked Borelli’s
pasta as BEST
DISH!

#1 Borelli’s Deli!

Greater Law-
rence Technical
School offered
guests the second
best dish in the
room, seafood
chowder.

 #2 Gr. Lawrence Tech!

Here are the Valley Patriot restaurant Guru’s top picks!
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Spring
Cleanup

Our annual spring
cleanup is scheduled for
May 6. Please join us in
helping to beautify our
great city by
volunteering to assist.
For further details, call
Jill Stackelin at 978-983-
8578 or by email at

jkstackelin@ci.methuen.ma.us. Link to
cleanup information on the city’s website at
http://www.ci.methuen.ma.us/Mayor/
Assets/CLEANUP FLYER-2006.pdf
See you on May 6th.

Methuen High
School

We are actively seeking to be eligible for
the new School Building Assistance
Program, in order to renovate our high
school.

As we point to the July 2007 reopening of
the program, Methuen is working with our
state house delegation, Treasurer Tim Cahill
and his staff, and Superintendent Phil
Littlefield to produce our Statement of Intent
form, which will begin the formal process of
applying for state funding. Future
newsletters will keep you informed of where
we stand in this important process.

Internet
Development

This newsletter is a small component
of our attempt to make Methuen
interactive. We have made changes to our
website and continue to improve and
upgrade it. Our goal is to conduct more of
our business online for those who prefer
to do so. Please keep watching our
website for current news and happenings,
as well as the introduction of additional
interactivity.

Emergency
Management

At the beginning of my term I asked
former Senator James Jajuga to evaluate
and make recommendations on the state
of Methuen’s emergency management
system. Senator Jajuga has filed his
report, and we have begun to implement
recommended changes that will improve
the state of Emergency Management in
Methuen.

We will report in a future newsletter on
some of the specifics, but for now I am
extremely grateful to Senator Jajuga and
Emergency Management Director Dennis
Bergeron, who have worked diligently to
improve our ability to protect the citizens
of Methuen in the event of an emergency.

Please feel free to forward this
newsletter. You can subscribe to this
newsletter by sending an email to John
Molori at jrmolori@ci.methuen.ma.us.
Please contact me directly at
wmmanzi@ci.methuen.ma.us. Please drop
me a line!

Mayor William Manzi:
Searles Building, Suite 306

41 Pleasant Street
Methuen, MA 01844
Phone: 978-983-8505

Fax:978-983-8973

Welcome to My
First Newsletter
I am pleased to be sending my first

newsletter as mayor. I have completed my
first hundred days in office, and the job is
both exciting and challenging. It is my hope
that this newsletter will afford me an
opportunity to communicate directly with
the citizens of Methuen. In this newsletter I
will give you an overview of some of the
accomplishments and goals of my
administration. In the future, newsletters will
likely deal with one or two subjects.

Economic
Development
and Planning

With the concurrence of the City Council
a reorganization of the city’s Economic and
Community Development Department has
been achieved. This reorganization
eliminated one department head position and
created a new director of economic and
Community Development. Our goals are to
stimulate economic development and to
manage our growth effectively. We will
recommend to the City Council very shortly
a proposal to create a new master plan for
the city. The master plan will be Methuen’s
blueprint for managing residential and
commercial growth for years into the future.
We are fortunate to have hired Karen Sawyer
Faust to lead this department at such a
critical point in Methuen’s history.

Fire Dept.
Reorganization

We have submitted and
the City Council
approved a re-
organization of our
Fire Department. Fire
Chief Cliff Gallant
wrote the blueprint
for the changes,
which I believe will be extremely helpful to
him and the Department in delivering
services more efficiently to our community.

The changes in command structure were
achieved with the cooperation of
Firefighters Local 1691, and that cooperation
is greatly appreciated.

Veterans Affairs
In response to many requests from our

veteran’s community, I have moved the
office of our Veterans Affairs Agent Edward
Curran to the first floor of the Searles
Building.

The office is conveniently located within
a few feet of our handicapped entrance, and
will afford our veterans the privacy needed
to interact with Agent Curran comfortably. I
am delighted to have been able to make this
change. Please call Edward Curran at 978-
983-8584 or by email at
efcurran@ci.methuen.ma.us if you have any
questions or concerns on veterans affairs.

From the Desk of Methuen Mayor Manzi
Monthly Newsletter - May 2006

Methuen

Merrimack Valley
School of Hair Design

Merrimack Valley
School of Hair Design

COSMETOLOGY
DEVELOP THE REAL

YOU
High Demand Job Market

Financially Rewarding Career

www.m-v-s-h-d.com 978-688-1133

Day and Evening Classes Available
1,000 Hour Course

Methuen/Lawrence line at 315 East Haverhill Street,
less than one mile from Interstate 495

A PROSPEROUS CAREER IN HAIR DESIGN
IS OFFERED IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY

BARBER / ESTHETICS COMING SOON
ENROLL NOW FOR THE FALL CLASS

Become State Licensed
Comfortable...family-friendly atmosphere

SIGN UP NOW

Open for Public Services      Walk-Ins Welcomed
Paul Mitchell, Joico, Matrix and many more professional products used!!

Kevin Thompson is a physics teacher in
Methuen and the author of a book titled,
“Exposing the Corruption in the
Massachusetts Family Courts.”  On March
22, 2006, Mary McCauley Manzi, an Essex
County family court judge who is heavily
criticized in his book, made it clear that he
feels First Amendment rights do not apply
in her courtroom when she “banned”
Thompson’s book.  I spoke with Thompson
about the book ban and the content of his
book.

Q:  Mr. Thompson, were you surprised
that Judge Manzi “banned” your book?

A. Actually, it did not surprise me at
all.  If I have learned anything in the last
three years, it is that constitutional rights
do not apply to fathers in family court.

Q:  Tell us a little about the book ban.
What did Judge Manzi say to justify her
ruling?

A: Manzi wrote in her orders that the
book would cause “irreparable injury” to
my son.  What was outrageous about this
statement is that the mother of my son, who
as the moving party had a burden of proof
to overcome, did not even submit the book
itself into evidence.  But still, Manzi was
able to conclude that a book, which she
has never seen, would cause irreparable
injury.

Manzi also claimed that “no harm will be
caused to the community interest by
impounding the book.”  No community
interest is harmed other than the
community’s right to scrutinize the judiciary,
hold it accountable, and prevent from
happening the concealed crimes committed
against fathers and children in these
kangaroo courts.

Q:  The Mother, her attorney, and the
court have all argued that the book is not
banned.

      How do you respond to this?

A: They can call it whatever they
want but impounding content from my book
and restraining me from releasing it IS a
book ban.  They obviously want to distance
themselves from the term  “book ban”
because book bans are associated with the
kind of censorship and suppression that
occurred in places like Nazi Germany.

Q:  You refer to the “crimes” committed
by the judges in your case.  What crimes
were committed against you?

A: It took me 315 pages to detail the
crimes committed against me so it would
be impossible to summarize them in one or
two paragraphs.  I will say that it is not a
crime to ignorantly believe that fathers are
lesser parents than mothers.  Certainly
everyone has a right to his or her opinion.
What is corrupt is a system that manipulates
the court process to guarantee an agenda-
driven outcome and covers up the
misconduct of its judges.

Q:  How was the court process
manipulated in your case?

A: Judges in family court limit trials
to “he said/she said” hearsay so that they
can believe everything said by the mother
as fact and ignore everything conveyed by
the father.  Rules of court procedure are
only referenced and objections are only
sustained when they can be used to

Family Court or
Family Disaster?

Ralph Wilbur

Continued on Page 29
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www.TaraMichaelBaskets.com

Free Delivery in the Merrimack Valley

With Orders Over $35

Get Your Mothers Day Baskets

Methuen

There used to be a well-known guy from
Methuen named Greg - who would cry about
conspiracies, the corrupt court system, and
how everyone was wrong but him. He had a
Web site where he would slander and vilify
people he did not like, blaming everyone
but himself for his problems.

Well, there is a new Greg in town and his
name is Kevin Thompson. Kevin is a
disgruntled dad and teacher from Methuen
who had his day in court and lost. He had a
second bite at the apple when he appealed
the court’s ruling and lost the appeal as well.

The court case was a custody battle with
his son’s mother for custody of their son.

After a trial, the mother won both physical
and legal custody. Much of what was
presented at trial was sealed, like the DSS
reports, for the protection of the minor son.

In Family Court, the standard used is “the
best interest of the child.” The judge in this
case found that based upon the evidence,
it was in the best interest of the child for the
mother to have both legal and physical
custody.

After losing in court, Thompson has
taken his fight to the media, blaming the
judges, the entire court system, the mother,
the mother’s lawyer, and everyone but
himself for his loss.

In a prepared statement he presented
before the court, Thompson states, “My
Motion for Relief was filed to give the
witnesses and press here today more proof
of the kind of injustice that fathers
experience every day in family court.”It
appears that his focus is on the press, rather
than his son.  His priorities are obviously
flawed as one does not file motions for the
press and witnesses.

Because of his constant anger - and being
further fueled by others like the fatherhood
coalition - Mr. Thompson wrote a book
giving his version of the case and the
“corruption in the court system.” The book

contained slanderous statements attributed
to Judge Manzi, Judge Digangi, the court
clerks, the mother’s lawyer and the mother.

The book also contained sensitive and
privileged information abut the son. When
the mother found out about this disclosure,
she filed to have the book impounded.

As the mother had been awarded legal
custody, she has sole authority over what
information is released about her son. There
is also an automatic impounding of sensitive
information like a DSS report. The judge
agreed with the mother and ordered that
privileged information about the son and
any information about the DSS report be
deleted from the book.

Kevin Thompson now calls this a “book
ban.” He has refused to edit the book and
now the book has been removed from sale
on his publisher’s Web site.  Because he
could not discuss the DSS report and any
other sensitive medical information to the
press and public, he can not then write a
book discussing the same information under
the guises of the “first amendment.”

Thompson also chose to represent
himself, and because he failed to understand
the court’s rules of evidence, he was not
able to present certain items at trial. He
blames the judge rather than himself for not
knowing the rules.

His motion was also dismissed because
he filed a “motion” rather than a “complaint.”
Mr. Thompson seems not to understand the
rules again, and thinks that such details are
minor and should not have prevented him
from his day in court. Rules are an integral
part of the legal system and must be taken
seriously.  When an officer fails to read
someone his Miranda rights, should we say
“oh, minor mistake, not a big deal.” No, the
legal system lives by rules of law.  Had Mr.
Thompson hired a lawyer who understood
this, maybe his fate would have been
different.

So, instead of taking responsibility for
his own actions and court losses, Mr.
Thompson blames the entire legal system
as just being one big corrupt conspiracy,
and that everyone is wrong but himself.

Thompson is a teacher in the Methuen
public schools and sources in the school
system have said that his book and custody
battle have disrupted and affected his
teaching, and that Thompson has been
given several warnings about his behavior.

Mr. Thompson was even willing to go to
jail for refusing to abide by the court order
to not disseminate his book.  Does this really
sound like a good father and role model who
wants to spend time with his son?
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There’s a New Greg Hyatt in Town

Tom Dunham

FOR OUR MILITARY
FAMILIES!

Come Pray with Us

Join us to support our
troops and their families

with prayer!

Where: St. Patrick's
Parish, 118 S. Broadway,

Lawrence, MA 01843

Dates: May 7th,
& June 4th

Call for directions:
978-683-9416


