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Treat Mom with a Day in the Country

80 Myrtle St., Methuen - (978) 682 - 7012

Nestled in the Woods of West Methuen

Five minutes from I-93, Pelham St. to West St., Left onto Myrtle,1 Mile on the Left

Mike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's Historic

Specializing in:
Prime Rib, Steak, chops, seafood, and our famous sauteed dishes.

Veterans Memorial
Stadium Set to Open
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Lawrence, Methuen, Haverhill, Lowell, Boxford,
Georgetown, N. Andover, Chelmsford, Dracut

Part 2

METHUEN – As 85-year-old Luther
McIlwain slowly walks around the kitchen
table in his Pleasant Valley home, it is
obvious that this Tuskegee Airman has a
lot more story to tell about his military
experience during World War II. Each little
parcel of information he shares tells us
about an era where Negroes were second
class citizens that worked and fought hard
to show that they were the equals of white
soldiers and officers. They had to prove to
the military that they had the skills and
knowledge to fly sophisticated aircraft in
life-and-death combat situations. Today we

Haverhill Mayor

Now Accepting Reservations for Mother’s Day!Now Accepting Reservations for Mother’s Day!

Treat Mom with a Day in the Country

Methuen Councilor
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InsideInside

Former Methuen police officer Shaun
Cronin has filed a lawsuit against the city of
Methuen, thePolice Chief Joseph Solomon,
and Deputy Chief Joe Alaimo, claiming that
he was wrongfully pressured into resigning
from the police department. Cronin is the
son of Methuen City Councilor Jack Cronin.

The suit was filed in Salem Superior
Court, alleging wrongful termination,
emotional distress and tortuous interference
with contracts. Cronin’s wife, Kimberly, has
also filed a claim.

Controversy surrounding the suit arose
this week when it was learned that the
constable who served the city of Methuen
(as well as the chief and deputy chief) on
behalf of Cronin’s suit was Methuen City
Councilor Larry Giordano. Besides being a

Continued on Page 7

Tom Duggan

Lawrence Superintendent2nd Lt. Luther E. McIlwain -
Tuskegee Airman

2nd Lt. Luther E. McIlwain -
Tuskegee Airman

Giordano in Conflict of Interest

Photo by Tom Schiavone

Ethics Commission Notified of Councilors Actions

Page 10
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Valley Patriot
*Editorial*

OPINIONS

Lawrence Teachers
Care More Than Parents

To the Editor:

On Friday April 7, Congressman John
Tierney attended a ceremony honoring
three returning war veterans in Gloucester,
setting the bar for pure political opportunism
to a new low. He told the Gloucester Daily
Times that he was in Washington on
Thursday fighting cuts to the veteran’s
services budget because it is important to
support U.S. troops when they return to
American soil as well as when they are
overseas.

As a 12-year veteran Naval Aviator, I
wholeheartedly agree with supporting our
troops. However, Mr. Tierney needs to
review his own voting record on this
subject. Since his election to Congress, Mr.
Tierney either has voted to cut the defense
budget or, has voted against defense
appropriations. Following Sept. 11, 2001, he
has voted against the Defense Author-
ization Act for Fiscal Years 2002, 2003, 2004,
and 2005. In previous years, he consistently
voted to cut defense spending.

These budgets provided funding for
operations, maintenance of equipment and
facilities, military personnel, weapons
procurement, military construction, and
family housing. In the summer of 2003 after
voting against defense appropriations, he
did feel strongly enough to vote for funding
the National Institutes of Health Grants for:

“Mood Arousal and Sexual Risk Taking,”
“Study on Sexual Habits of Older Men,”
“Study on San Francisco’s Asian
Prostitutes/Masseuses,” and “Study on
American Indian Transgender Research.”

Most recently, he voted on December 19,
2005, against the Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2006 which passed by a
margin of 398-16. In addition to the
previously stated uses of these funds, this
legislation increased the death benefit for
the families of those who made the ultimate
sacrifice from $12,000 to $100,000. Finally,
on March 16, 2006 Congressman Tierney
voted against the Emergency Supplemental
Appropriations Act for Defense, The Global
War on Terror, and Hurricane Relief, which
passed by a margin of 348-71.

It is apparent that he is even out of touch
with his own party when it concerns the
welfare of our military. In view of his voting
record, clear anti-military stance, and warped
sense of priorities, Mr. Tierney could have
better honored these men with his absence,
rather than his presence at this ceremony. I
am sure another four-page, full color
brochure showing him glad-handing with
the troops will be in the mail shortly.
Hopefully, no one is fooled by this ruse.

Rick Barton, Manchester-by-the-Sea
Republican Candidate for U.S. Congress

John DiMagio Methuen, MA

Phone: 978-416-7307
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On May 1st, students from across the nation were encouraged to
take the day off from school to support amnesty for illegal aliens.

In Lawrence, more than 27% of the public school students played
hooky that day. Perhaps that is because students were getting
mixed signals. While Mayor Sullivan and Superintendent Laboy
were publicly saying students should go to school on May 1st, one
of their teachers, Pedro Payano, was on Spanish Language Radio
and sending emails to the media encouraging kids to take the day
off.

Despite one teacher’s bad behavior, however, the school
department reported that attendance among teachers and staff on
May 1st was higher than usual, meaning fewer teachers and school
employees took the day off than on a normal Monday.

What this means is that the dedicated teachers and school
employees charged with educating Lawrence’s children cared more
about their kid’s future and their chances for success than the
parents did.

Often the media is quick to point out when teachers behave
badly in the community. As in the case of Pedro Payano, The
Valley Patriot has certainly done that. But the media also has an
obligation to publicly praise those teachers and school employees
who come to work every day, those that do a job that most people
wouldn’t do for twice the money, and some who go above and
beyond what is expected of them.

It is sad that 27% of the parents in Lawrence care less about
their own children than the teachers who are charged with educating
them. But it is quite refreshing to see Lawrence teachers stepping
up to the plate to fill the gap where parents have long stopped
caring … and to make themselves available to all children of all
races.

Yes, America is Ready for
Flight 93

On September 11, 2001, the passengers of United Flight 93
overpowered a handful of terrorists and prevented another
catastrophe from taking place that day. Now, Hollywood has made
a movie depicting the heroism of the passengers on that ill-fated
flight, yet some people are using the excuse that “America isn’t
ready to see a movie about 9/11.”

We find it interesting that the same people who were openly
promoting Michael Moore’s movie, Fahrenheit 9/11 (which vilified
America and our troops) are now saying people should not see
Flight 93 because “America isn’t ready.” Frankly, with all the anti-
American propaganda coming out of Hollywood these days, we
are shocked that this movie was made at all.

But thank God it was. America needs to see Flight 93 to remind
us who the real enemies are: not our president nor our military,
but the radical Muslims who want to annihilate Israel and the
United States.
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Is AmericaIs AmericaIs AmericaIs AmericaIs America
AdAdAdAdAddicted to Oil?dicted to Oil?dicted to Oil?dicted to Oil?dicted to Oil?

Seamless Gutters
C u s t o mC u s t o m

The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article
submissions from elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average
citizens, and newsmakers. Though we may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions,
our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to receive important information from
those who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing" policy employed by
most newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published
without the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or
article for The Valley Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com

OPINIONS
Thinking Outside

the Box!
Dr. Charles Ormsby

Schools to Parents:

Continued on Page 27

Seamless Gutters

Harold Russell     603-382-4232Harold Russell     603-382-4232Harold Russell     603-382-4232Harold Russell     603-382-4232Harold Russell     603-382-4232

Any Length
         Free Estimates

Residential & Commercial

Ted Tripp, North Andover Taxpayers Association

This past January, President
Bush in his State of the Union
Address said, “America is
addicted to oil.” The news
media quickly picked up the
phrase and for days these five
words were all you read about
in the newspapers. You
wouldn’t know that the
president mentioned anything
else in his speech except for the
country’s “oil addiction.”

What made this so newsworthy? After
all, we have known for decades that the
country has been dependent on imported
oil and that we consume more oil than any
other nation in the world.

The president’s phrase was notable
because it contained the word “addicted.”
This is a very strong word and is usually
associated with the abuse of legal or illegal
drugs. Addiction to heroin, cocaine, or even
nicotine, are harmful concepts that many
are painfully familiar with. By using this
word, President Bush seemed to imply that
our use of petroleum products is somehow
bad or evil – to be avoided at all costs. And
by extension we should feel guilty when
using them.

The president did a disservice to the
American people by phrasing our
energy import problems in this
manner. As a former oil man,
he should have known better.

America and its citizens are not
addicted to oil by any reasonable
or responsible definition of the word.
We do use a lot of oil – there is no
doubt about that – but we use oil
because it is simply the most convenient,
most efficient and most desirable energy
source available. As an MIT professor of
chemical engineering once lectured a group
of industry representatives, “Oil is the Gold
Standard of our energy sources.”

Then he explained what he meant. Oil,
because it’s a liquid, is easy to
transport and handle, and can
be readily converted into useful
work through combustion. This
is eminently applicable to
automobile engines and home
heating systems. In addition,
the carbon content of oil means
that, gallon for gallon, oil has
more inherent energy available
than natural gas or hydrogen.
This latter point is most

important when examining gas mileage
using alternative energy sources. A gallon
of gasoline will simply give you more
mileage than most other fuels.

Let’s look at a gallon of natural gas. Since
this energy source is in a gaseous state, to
turn it into a liquid and maintain it in liquid
form requires cryogenic cooling. An
alternative would be to use high-pressure
cylinders of the gas. Neither of these is
convenient for the consumer and both
modes are expensive as well as requiring
special equipment. It is not surprising that
over the past several decades where natural
g a s has been proposed for cars and

trucks, just a small number have
been built. Only where you have
stationary sites available such as
homes and power plants, does

natural gas seem to have found its
place.

Hydrogen is a little different than natural
gas. It is a clean fuel — which is its attraction
— but it has less inherent energy per gallon
than gasoline. It is also difficult to store.
You can pressurize it, or cryogenically cool
it, or use some high-tech absorption storage
technology on metal surfaces, but none of
these are easy or consumer friendly. The
real problem with hydrogen today, however,

 

You see it in the news nearly every day
from January to June. Our public schools
are starving. Available revenues fall
substantially below budget requirements,
even for maintaining the same services that
were provided the previous year. Woe is
us. The world is about to come to an end.

As North Andover Finance Committee
members are fond of telling us, “The wolves
are at the door!” That is, when they are not
saying, “The public is not paying attention”
or “We told you so.” Of course, when they
“told us so” in 2002 they also provided a
cure for the problem: Raise taxes $10 million
per year and compound that at 2.5 percent
every year thereafter. They also said that
their cure would only be temporary because,
even with the suggested tax increase, costs
would continue to outrun revenues and in
2006 — this year — we’d need to raise taxes
all over again.

Thank god for the voters who had the
good sense to say “Hell no” and so far have
saved almost $42 million, or $17 million
based on the more timid $4 million override
that actually made it to the ballot. It seems
that it is the FinCom that is “not paying
attention” because the public told it in no
uncertain terms: Hell NO!

The reasons that cost increases are
outrunning available revenues – along with
solutions that will permanently eliminate the
annual shortfall — were detailed in this
space two months ago (see The Four
Horsemen of the Apocalypse, February
issue of The Valley Patriot, available at
www.valleypatriot.com).

The key to the solution is to note that
four decades ago our public schools did a
better job educating our children while
consuming less than half the budget (in
today’s dollars) that our public schools
spend today. This didn’t happen in another

“ Relax, We’ll Take Care of Everything”
universe or under a different set of physical
laws. It happened in Massachusetts with
real schools, real teachers and real children.

It is possible for this to happen again,
but it requires us to re-examine and correct
the policy decisions/errors that our society
has made over these four decades. You have
to ask yourself, “What did we change that
is driving up the costs of public services at
double-digit rates?” It is the policy errors
that underlie our current problems, not any
pre-destined or inevitable change in
circumstances.

For four decades, the special interests
that comprise public education  — school
administrators, teachers and other
employees of local schools, union
personnel, our colleges devoted to training
teachers, specialty schools and
professionals that serve special needs
students, state and federal bureaucrats,
etc., have all sold us a bill of goods. They
have told us that they are selfless workers
toiling away for the benefit of the children.
The budgets they produce, the programs
they invent, and the policies they support
are all based on serving the best interests
of — guess who? — the children. That’s a
crock of baloney!

Now here is the shocking part: Of course
it is a crock of baloney! What do you
expect? These people are just like the rest
of us; maybe better in some ways and worse
in others, but, on the whole, very much like
you and me. They prefer to work less, be
paid more, have more benefits, have great
job security, and a guaranteed hefty
retirement package. Don’t blame them.
Don’t you want these things too?

The problem comes when you not only
want these things, but you conspire to take

Continued on Page 9
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Mayor Fiorentini was joined last week by
Lt. Governor Healey to announce that the
Magellan Aerospace Company will move to
Haverhill. Magellan Aerospace is an
international company with offices in
Toronto, Canada, England and Middleton,
Massachusetts.

Magellan will consolidate its Middleton
and Peabody facil-
ities to the industrial
park on Computer
Drive, off of Route 97.

They will employ 150 people in Haverhill
to start, and hope to expand by another fifty
to 100 people. They will be operational by
the end of 2006.

The mayor and the Economic Develop-
ment Office of the city of Haverhill have
been meeting with Magellan officials for
months to persuade them to move to
Haverhill.

The company had considered moving out
of Massachusetts.

It took a great bipartisan team effort of
state, local and private industry people to
persuade them to locate here. Here are a
few people who deserve credit for this great
news for our city.

* Governor Mitt Romney personally
called the CEO of Magellan Aerospace and
asked the company to remain in
Massachusetts.

* Economic Development Director Bill
Pillsbury went personally to the Magellan

More Great news for Haverhill: 150-200 new manufacturing jobs

Aerospace Company
Moving To Haverhill

Meet the “Green Machine”

Our Newest Weapon in the
War on Grime.

Clean streets have been a
priority for this administration
since I took office. Clean streets
are an essential economic
development tool, and keeping
a city clean is an important
service that you pay for. Clean
streets always have to be a
partnership between the city
and its citizens— we can not do
it alone.

We need people to keep their own streets
and sidewalks clean and to help us by
picking up an item or two in their
neighborhoods.

But city government also has a crucial
role to play. Two years ago, we purchased
our first new street sweeper in many years,
using water department money to do so.

Last year, when I was in Washington for
Congressman Meehan’s annual constituent
day, I noticed that Washington, D.C. had
smaller, more versatile machines to handle
sidewalks and to vacuum the debris left in
the gutters. These smaller machines work
in conjunction with the larger, more
traditional street sweepers that clean the
streets.

This year, we were able to persuade the
state to allow us to use some of the state
road money (called Chapter 90 money) to
purchase one of those new, smaller
machines— they are a combination street
sweeper and street vacuum.

This year, at the Earth Day cleanup, we
were able to showcase our new sidewalk
vacuum, trade named “The Green Machine,”
for the first time. (Green machine is shown
here with members of the Downtown
Association. Janet Donovan is behind
the wheel.)

Up until now, we have been frustrated
in keeping our downtown parking
garage clean. Traditional street
sweepers were too big to fit
into it. Volunteers and
prisoners do a great job, but
this garage needs regular,
scheduled maintenance. We
do not have the manpower to
sweep it by hand.

This new sweeper/vacuum will
help there and in parks throughout
the city. The new sweeper has an
attached vacuum that allows the
operator to pick up litter that is too
big to sweep.

We also intend to use the green machine
to help us clean parks, sidewalks, and some
of the other areas of town that our more
traditional, larger equipment can not handle.

We are still shorthanded, so this one
machine is not going to perform miracles,
but we hope it helps in the effort to keep
your neighborhoods clean on a tight
budget.

Keeping your city cleaner remains a
priority. Here are some of the things we’ve
done:

New street sweeper;
New vacuum sweeper;
City-wide cleanup;
Brought back prisoners to clean;
Started code compliance team to sweep
neighborhoods;

Mayor Fiorentini's
Monthly Newsletter

Instituted trash tickets to enforce code
laws— $800 in tickets given this year;

Citizens can post requests for cleaning
on the Internet;

Re-instituted tree planting program for
first time in decades.

Take a moment to answer the
questionnaire at the end of this newsletter
and tell us how we are doing and what we
can do to keep your city cleaner.

Hundreds Join to Keep Haverhill
Beautiful

Martha and I were pleased to join with
hundreds of other volunteers at our third
annual, city-wide cleanup day. We were
joined by volunteers from Team Haverhill,
the Boy Scouts, the Girl Scouts (shown
here), and hundreds of citizens who were
willing to pitch in and help. Thank you to all
those who assisted!

Helping at the Library

As I prepare for this year’s budget, I took
some time to work the front lines of various
offices. Working on the front lines gives me
the opportunity to meet and speak with our
customers, and see how hardworking our
employees are.

I spent an hour on Friday at the public
library helping at the checkout
counter. As you can see from the
stack of books, the folks at the library

are busy all the time— waiting on
customers, stacking books and
providing good service. Every
single one of the customers I
spoke with at the library said
they were thrilled with the
library and with the service they
receive there.

The public library is one of the
gems of our community, and this
administration is committed to
keeping it open.

How can we keep the city looking
cleaner? Take a moment to respond:

* How would you rate the overall
cleanliness of the city right now?
( ) clean ( ) mixed ( ) not clean

* How would you rate the streets in the
neighborhood you live in?
( ) streets are clean ( ) streets are dirty and
not swept

How would you rate the downtown area?
( ) clean ( ) mixed, not bad but needs work
( ) not clean

Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of
Haverhill and was just elected to his
second term. Mayor Fiorentini is a
Democrat. No public money was used
to produce or distribute his newsletter.
You can E-mail Mayor Fiorentini at:
jimfior02@aol.com

We've Moved to a new  HAVERHILL  Location

Health Quarters

Established in 1970, Health Quarters is a federally-funded provider of
gynecological exams, prevention services such as birth control and

emergency contraception, cervical and breast cancer screening, STD
testing and treatment, rapid HIV and pregnancy testing and counseling,

and health education.

GRAND OPENING!

Come Visit us at our NEW Location!

215 Summer Street, Havehrill
Wednesday, May 10, 2006

3:30pm - 5:00 pm
Tour, refreshments, giveaways

For info call 978-521-4444 or
visit www.healthq.org

offices in Middleton, and met with key
company officials to persuade them to come
to Haverhill. Bill is the former economic
development director for the state of New
Hampshire, and was able to outline for the
company the benefits of staying in Massa-
chusetts. Bill and I met personally several
times with Magellan officials to persuade

them to locate here.

When I asked
the company
executives some of
the factors which

persuaded them to come to Haverhill - when
so many communities were recruiting them
- they specifically cited the personal efforts
of Bill Pillsbury.

* The state office of MassDevelopment
secured a low interest loan to enable
Magellan to locate here.

* The Greater Haverhill Chamber of
Commerce - which held open houses and
worked hard to help promote this property
for reuse.

“Companies like Magellan drive economic
growth here in the Commonwealth,” Lt.
Governor Kerry Healey said of the
successful effort to keep Magellan
Aerospace in Massachusetts.

Landing Magellan Aerospace is great
economic news for Haverhill. Magellan
Aerospace will generate new tax revenues,
and will mean 150-200 new manufacturing
jobs for the city.
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Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former mayor
of Haverhill. Email your comments
or questions to Jim Rurak at
JARandKAS @comcast.net

thinking about how hard a
decision it will be for him.
The firefighters are all there
to press their cause. But the
vote’s delayed.

 Didn’t anyone have the
foresight to give a courtesy
call to Ms. Rea and to the

Firefighter’s Union president? Certainly, the
decision to delay the vote wasn’t a snap
judgement by Councilor Hart. Certainly, the
mayor knew, or he would surely have had
the decency to be at this most important
meeting.

 While financial woes do make it difficult
to negotiate contracts, the main reason we
do not have contracts in the city is that the
mayor would rather be forced by a court to
make major contractual decisions. Then, he
treats the victorious city union like a litigant
who just won a case against him in court,
namely, the silent treatment. While there
may be some minor political advantage in
this for him (he can say he fought the fight
but was forced by a court to pay more than
he wanted to as mayor), the problem is that
he was elected to negotiate good contracts
for the taxpayers and the unions rather than
have courts hand victories to the unions.

And, when the whole issue came up
before the City Council, the mayor sent a
memo pitting the library against the fire
department and never had the courtesy to
call either about the fact that the vote was
delayed. John Kennedy said he would never
negotiate out of fear, but he would never
fear to negotiate. The mayor not only fears
to negotiate, he hides behind his failure
looking for a chance to blame someone else.

As a lawyer, you can blame your loss in
court on a cranky judge or a capricious jury
and then walk away. As a mayor, even when
you don’t like how things turn out, you must
treat all parties justly and attempt to run the
city.

Haverhill
HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!
Court Cases, Not Contracts

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Random Thoughts

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community
College in Haverhill and is the
past vice-president of the faculty
union. You can email him at
markpalermo@lycos.com.

Albert HendersonAlbert HendersonAlbert HendersonAlbert HendersonAlbert Henderson

ConsultantConsultantConsultantConsultantConsultant

18 Stover Lane
Haverhill, MA 01832

Magi ConsultingMagi ConsultingMagi ConsultingMagi ConsultingMagi Consulting

ahenderson@magi-consulting.com
www.magi-consulting.com

Phone: 978-521-6757
Cell: 978-265-1000
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Councilor Dave Hall on the
front-page telling firefighters to
go home speaks volumes. It
explains more than half the
reason why the mayor failed at
winning collective bargaining
agreements with the city’s two
largest working groups, the
police and firefighters. None of
it’s Dave’s fault; he was just the messenger.
It’s worth thinking about the message.

 First, the mayor and the firefighters could
not agree on terms for a contract. The mayor,
citing financial hardship, gave a low-ball
offer. The firefighters, without a raise since
2002, did not get mad, they got justice. But
they had to get it from the arbitration board.
As a result, the mayor is obliged to
recommend the ruling to the City Council.
The ruling will cost the city dearly because
it corrects four years of neglect in one
budget year.

 The scene is set. The mayor sends the
recommendation to the City Council. The
paper reports that the council will act on it
at its next meeting. The firefighters gather
their troops for the showdown. The
chambers are packed, even out into the
hallways. Then, Council President Hart
announces that the council is not going to
act on the recommendation until May.
Library Director Nancy Rea is relieved and
the firefighters are infuriated. To his credit,
Dave Hall tries to calm things down.

 We know why the firefighters were
infuriated. After three years of going
backwards with the mayor, they finally won
in court. They wanted to press their cause
at the council.

They thought it would act; it didn’t. But
why was Ms. Rea relieved? Apparently, the
mayor, who did not attend the meeting, sent
a memo outlining the cuts he’d make if the
council voted to accept the arbiter’s ruling.
The library was hit hard. So when the council
delayed, the library got a temporary reprieve.

 But think about this whole scenario. The
mayor sends a list of cuts. Ms. Rea must
have gotten wind of it. She’s there to defend
her budget, as she should. Two days earlier,
Councilor Hall says he’s losing sleep just

Haverhill Seniors, Need Transportation?

Call Betty (978) 374-2388
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You must be a Haverhill resident to qualify

I learned a lesson about the price of fruit
and vegetables in this county when I was a
27-year-old guy on the road. I traveled the
US working odd jobs, living out of a used
Ford Econoline van which I had converted
into a camper. I met sinners and saints along
the way, and the experience of discovering
America, Woody Guthrie style, helped to
form my worldview.

In January of 1977 I was in the Imperial
Valley of California working construction-
until the jobs dried up and I went a couple
of weeks without a paycheck. I was getting
hard up for money, and somebody
suggested I could work in the fields.

Just be ready at the bus stop at 3:30AM
and they take you to the field. So the next
morning I found myself the only gringo on
a bus full of illegal Mexican workers.
Teenagers in the back passed around
reefers and listened to a boom box. Older
people, some in their 40’s and even 50’s
talked quietly. They looked tired and
withdrawn, as if focusing their energies for
the strenuous labor ahead. Few spoke
English, but I speak fluent Spanish, and
they treated me courteously if not
indifferently.

We arrived at an enormous field as large
as a city; where rows of cucumber vines
were as long as a football field. Some rows
had been picked only a few days before and
hence had fewer cucumbers . Other rows
were loaded with cucumbers. Here the
pecking order somehow came into play and
I was assigned the thinner pickings, along
with the stoned teenagers and a couple of
old campesinos.

But we got to work. They give you a ten-
gallon plastic bucket and a little card. When
you fill the bucket, you carry it to the end of
the row, and give it to a guy on a truck, and
then the foreman punches your card once.
Then you take your bucket back and repeat
the process. On three occasions, I brought
in my pickings, and the foreman, a kindly
old Mexican man, looked around furtively
and quickly punched my card four times and
motioned me to keep quiet. He was trying
to help me because my row was more
difficult to work than the others.

Around noontime, the sun got brutally
hot. A flatbed truck came for us. We climbed
on, and it brought us to the farmhouse.
Exhausted, we got in line.

Two ranchers in cowboy hats were sitting
at a folding table. When it was my turn, I
presented my card. One calculated it and
the other guy handed me a little manila
envelope. Nobody had asked for a social
security number or even my name.

When I opened my envelope, there was
10 bucks and some change inside. So even
with the foreman’s “help,” I had earned
about a buck an hour. Later I had a
headache, a backache and dysentery.

I didn’t see any criminals that day, only
people trying to make an honest buck.
Everybody in the Imperial Valley knows that
illegal aliens do this work. And the Border
Patrol doesn’t bother them much when
there is a crop in the field. Illegals are tacitly
legal, while they are needed. And when the
harvest is over, they become lawbreakers
again. It’s no wonder then that Bush, and
Clinton before him, refused to lift a finger
on immigration reform. The status quo keeps
wages down and increases profits for their
corporate pals.

So before we follow Howie’s and Savage
Nation’s daily exhortations calling them all
bums, criminals, and parasites-and running
them all out, we might ask ourselves who
will do this work. Whose jobs are they
taking? Who wants their kid to have a career
in a slaughterhouse? Or an assembly line.
Or a meat packing plant. Or fast food
restaurant. Or a brake -lining company. Or
on a corporate farm picking cucumbers for
a buck an hour?

Imagine a law that would create 12 million
felons overnight- like the atrociously
conceived house version of the immigration
bill which would create chaos, be
unenforceable and necessitate selective
enforcement according to police discretion
and political expedience. We need real
immigration reform, not a reactive, ham-
handed approach, based on political
posturing and rhetoric, but reform based
on incentives for going through the system,
not around it. We need to resolve our own
contradictions too because while people
want on orderly immigration process with
clear legal standards, “business as usual”
works just fine for this country’s moneyed
interests.

I suppose the New World Order will be
setting us up for a 1930’s style depression
one of these days. When that happens, I
hope I never have to work in a cucumber
field again.

But if I do, I’ll want to see Howie Carr and
Savage Nation there. They say hard work
never hurt anybody. I wonder if that’s true.

The North Andover Recreation
Department Presents:

The United States Air Force  Air
National Guard Band of the Northeast

FREE SPRING CONCERT
North Andover High School Auditorim

Saturday, May 6, 206 @ 7:00 PM
For tickets send a self addressed stamped envelope to:

Recreation Department, Town Hall, 120 Main St., North Andover, MA 01845

FOUR TICKET LIMIT
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Sal's Pizza and Italian Restaurant
Conference and Function Facility

354 Merrimack St. Lawrence, MA  (978) 291-0220
Riverwalk Mills in Lawrence ...Exit 44 off Route 495

president was “going to get to the bottom
of it.”

Worcester attorney Andrew Gambaccini
of Reardon, Joyce & Akerson, P.C. is
representing Chief Solomon and Deputy
Chief Alaimo in the Cronin lawsuit. Peter
McQuillan is representing the city of
Methuen.

Gambaccini said that he read the “conflict
of interest

o p i n i o n ”
written by
McQuillan
a n d
although he
b e l i e v e s
that Chief
S o l o m o n
and Deputy
A l a i m o

have a clear
legal reason to

challenge Giordano’s service and dismiss
the complaint, he added that Cronin would
only have the complaint served again by
someone else, “and that would just delay
the process.”

Gambaccini said, “I believe that we may
instead seek summary dismissal, having the
case dismissed based upon the merits of
the case.”  An answer is not yet due from
the court and there are no court hearings
scheduled at this time.

Gambaccini added that he and his clients
believe that Cronin’s lawsuit is baseless.
He said Cronin’s claim of wrongful
termination was without merit because he
had voluntarily resigned from the Methuen
Police Department with the advice of the
union representative and his lawyer.

Gambaccini is hoping for a “swift
resolution of the case and vindication for
his clients.” He said he is working closely
with McQuillan on the case since the city,
the chief and the deputy chief were all named
in the suit

Larry Giordano is presently the East
District City Councilor, a former state
representative and former
Massachusetts Commissioner for the
Department of Public Safety.  Shaun
Cronin is the son of Central District
Councilor John Cronin.

Methuen councilor, Giordano is also a
deputy sheriff of the Essex County Sheriff’s
Department and authorized to serve civil
process papers.

As a city councilor, Giordano represents
Methuen in all legal matters, raising
questions about Giordano’s conflict of
interest in the matter.

Methuen’s City Solicitor Peter McQuillan,
after being served
by Giordano,
said in a written
conflict of
interest opinion
that because
Giordano is an
o f f i c i a l
employee of
Methuen, he
cannot serve
civil process
upon the city in
which he is an employee.

In his written opinion, McQuillan stated
that Giordano, as a deputy sheriff, is
“prohibited from effectuating service of the
civil process upon the city of Methuen or
any of its employees, board or
commissions…”

A copy of McQuillan’s conflict of interest
opinion was filed with the State Ethics
Commission. A complaint was also filed with
the same commission, but there has not been
any ruling yet on either the complaint or
McQuillan’s opinion.

Methuen City Councilor Steve Zanni said
he was surprised that Giordano would serve
the city, given that he is a city councilor. “It
seems unethical to me,” Zanni said. “It
seems like a clear conflict of interest for a
city councilor to be serving the city he is
elected to serve,” Zanni continued.

“Basically,” Zanni said, “it’s like serving
yourself.”

Asked if he thought the incident would
cast a bad light on the city of Methuen,
Zanni said he believes that it only casts a
bad light on the individual involved, “and
not the city of Methuen.”

Zanni said he had not heard that Giordano
had served the city or the two police officials
named in the suit, and as the council

YWCA Tribute to Women to Honor 21
Area Women of Achievement

Lawrence

Our new 300 seat authentic family Italian Restaurant.
Offering cafeteria style luncheons and casual-elegant
evening dining, with panoramic outdoor riverside
seating available. Executive Chef Antonio Veneziano
from the Amalfi Coast in Italy has created a menu that
challenges any Italiam Restaurant in New England.

Function rooms available for parties of 10-400
with family style or buffet style meals.

10% off with this coupon - good only at Sal's Pizza and Italian Restaurant

10% off with this coupon - good only at Sal's Pizza and Italian Restaurant

Come visit Sal's newest conceptCome visit Sal's newest concept

Lawrence Teachers on the
Forefront of Math Education

Two Lawrence High School math teach-
ers, Allen Olsen and Joe Bishop, have been
featured in recent articles in Mathematics
Teachers, a journal published by the
National Council of Teachers of Math-
ematics.  Both teachers belong to an on-
going study for high school teachers as part
of the Focus on Math partnership, a project
funded by a grant from the National Science
Foundation and centered at Boston
University.

Superintendent of Schools Wilfredo T.
Laboy said, “This is a wonderful recognition
of the expertise and content knowledge of
these two teachers when universities and
colleges recognize the great work they are
doing They are a prototype of many bright
stars we have in Lawrence Public Schools.”

Olsen’s “discovery” is featured in the
March, Vol. 99, No.7 issue of the journal,

entitled, “How Does One Know if a Number
is Divisible by 17?” Bishop’s insight into
James Mertz’s “Phone Trees” is featured in
the April, Vol. 99, No. 8 issue, entitled
“Powers, Representations and Counting.”
Olsen is also slated to be published again
in the August issue, in an article about
divisibility tests.

Donna Chevaire, Lawrence District
mathematics principal, was a presenter at
the National Council of Supervisors of
Mathematics in St. Louis on April 24 and
was joined by Kyung Yoon, a visiting
professor at Boston University from Korea.
Professor Yoon was so impressed by the
work of the Focus on Math Curriculum
Committee and the Lawrence High School
Focus on Math study groups that she has
asked to attend all meetings until the end of
the academic year.

Lawrence, Mass. – The 23rd Anniversary
YWCA of Greater Lawrence Tribute to
Women luncheon, hosted by Premier
Sponsor Philips Medical Systems, and
Presenting Sponsors Wyeth BioPharma,
Sovereign Bank, C. A. Courtesy Demos, and
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts,
will be held May 11, 2006 to recognize 21
Merrimack Valley women leaders for their
professional achievements and civic
contributions.   The luncheon will also
include presentation of the YWCA Bright
Future Award, a $1000 scholarship to  high
school senior Mei-Mei Zhao of North
Andover, sponsored by Lawrence Savings
Bank, and the Susan L. King Award to a
female high school student entering the
study of a core science.

“The Tribute to Women honorees are from
diverse professions but they have much in
common,” said YWCA Executive Director
Rebecca Hall.  “Their lives and
accomplishments reflect the YWCA’s
mission to empower women and to seek
peace, justice, freedom and dignity for all
people.  We invite the community to
celebrate these special women as role
models for all of us, recognizing that their
professional accomplishments and their
charitable endeavors are the foundation of
a strong community.”

The annual YWCA fundraiser will be
celebrated with special guest speaker Karen
Marinella of WB56 News, who will offer the
keynote address.  Senator Sue Tucker of
Andover will Emcee the luncheon,
scheduled to begin at 11:30 p.m. at the
Andover Country Club in Andover.

Since 1983, the Tribute to Women
Luncheon has recognized nearly 500
Merrimack Valley women leaders from large

and small companies in the private, public
and not-for-profit sectors.   The 2005
honorees are, in alphabetical order:

*   Niurka Aybar, The Assistant Director
of Community and Enterprise Development
Center from Northern Essex Community
College in Lawrence;

*   Amy Aycock & Lea Savely of Andover,
Co-Founders and Owners of DiSH in
Andover;

*  Nelida Baez of Andover, Assistant
Director of Head Start at the Greater
Lawrence Community Action Council in
Lawrence;

*  Nancy Basilicato of North Andover,
Co-owner of Basilicato & Levesque, PC in
North Andover;

*  Claire Bishop of Andover, President
and Owner of C.A. Courtesy Demos, Inc. in
Wilmington;

* Maryellen Colliton, Vice President for
Student Life at Merrimack College in North
Andover;

* Elizabeth Covino from Andover,
Director of Public Relations and Marketing
at the Merrimack Valley YMCA;

* Eloise Edgings-Pryce, M.D. from
Methuen, Family Practice Physician at
Greater Lawrence Family Health Center;

* Paula Evans of Middleton, Manager of
the Danversbank in Andover;

* Dolores Gelinas of Salem, NH,
Administrative Assistant to the Director of
the Lawrence Family Development Charter
School;

Continued on Page 20

Lawrence High Math teachers, Allen Olsen and Joe Bishop
with Lawrence’s District Math Principal.

Giordano in Conflict of Interest
Continued from page 1

In his written opinion, McQuillan stated that
Giardano, as a deputy sheriff, is “prohibited
from effectuating service of the civil process
upon the City of Methuen or any of its
employees, board or commissions…”

A copy of McQuillan’s conflict of Interest
opinion was filed with the State Ethics
Commission.

Sal's Pizza and Italian Restaurant
Conference and Function Facility

354 Merrimack St. Lawrence, MA  (978) 291-0220
Riverwalk Mills in Lawrence ...Exit 44 off Route 495

10% OFF

10% OFF
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Tom Duggan is the president of Valley Patriot,
Inc., and is a former member of the Lawrence
School Committee. He hosts the Paying
Attention Radio Program on 980AM every
Saturday afternoon from noon-2pm. You can
email comments or questions to him at
Tdugjr@aol.com

with Tom Duggan
prestando attencione!

PPPPPaaaaaying ying ying ying ying Attention!Attention!Attention!Attention!Attention!

North Andover School Committee Chair-
man Al Perry needs to step down.

Besides his general incompetence on the
School Committee, Perry is a perpetual elitist
insider who opposes reform, defends the
status quo and is more con-
cerned with being a member
of the Good Old Boy in-
sider’s club than he is in
making our school system
cost effective and educa-
tionally sound.

As if that wasn’t enough,
Perry shamelessly voted
with former committee Chair-
man Dan Murphy to hire
Harry Harutunian less than
one week before Dr. Charles
Ormsby’s election, rushing to get a new
superintendent on board before Ormsby, a
well known conservative, could take office
and have a say in the process.

Perry ignored warnings from parents and
the media to move more slowly and inves-
tigate Harutunian’s background in Reading
and Beverly, charging ahead to hire Haru-
tunian despite public revelations by parents
in Reading who started their own Web site
chronicling Harutunian’s antics there.

Perry also supported and lobbied for
Harutunian to get a four year “rolling”
contract, complete with mandatory arbi-
tration (meaning, if they ever fire him they
will have to pay him, no matter what). Perry
then added insult to injury by voting each
year to extend Harutunian’s contract by one
year, meaning that no matter what, Haru-
tunian would always have a four-year
contract buyout deal coming if he was
caught behaving badly.

Al Perry supported Harutunian’s bud-
gets, dismissed parents’ concerns about
Harutunian’s “creative funding” and then,
as if all this wasn’t enough, when it was
learned that Harutunian had an affair with
his secretary (a secretary he gave hefty
raises to, and abused taxpayer-funded cell
phones to chat with during the school day),
Al Perry then continued to defend Haru-
tunian and negotiated a $187,000 buy-out
offer (thanks to the provisions HE support-
ed in Harutunian’s contract). And, as part
of the deal with Harutunian, Perry agreed to
keep the details of Harutunian’s bad

Methuen (precinct 7), North Andover (precincts 7 & 8), 
Andover  (precincts 1,7,& 8), Boxford (precinct 2), Georgetown (precinct 2) 

Haverhill (Ward 2: precinct 1 & 2; Ward 5: precinct 2; Ward 7 precinct 2)

BRENNAN

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennan

www.lonniebrennan.com

9 Hamilton Terrace, Georgetown, MA 01833 Robin O’Malley - Treasurer

Representation, plain and simple.

18th Essex District

Lawrence “Lonnie”
“I’ve stepped forward to 
offer an alternative... 
As a Republican candidate, 
I look forward to meeting 
you and discussing our 
common concerns for a 
strong, proud common-
wealth.” 

(978) 352-5449

As our youngest would say: ‘Wanna Help?’

lonnie@lonniebrennan.com

State Rep.
Proud father of 3 school-age children

Married for 18+ years to Dianne Marie Brennan

Selectman, Town of Georgetown

Former School Committee Member, Salem, MA 8 yrs.

Technical Writer

Small business owner (chocolates!)

Proud to run to offer an alternative/change

Al Perry Must Step Down!

FFFFFllllly Fy Fy Fy Fy For For For For For Freedomreedomreedomreedomreedom
Come enjoy the freedom of flight for just $0.15 per pound. All

proceeds will be donated to the North Andover Vietnam Fallen
Heroes Memorial, an everlasting tribute to six North Andover
residents who made the ultimate sacrifice while securing the
freedoms we enjoy every day.

North Andover

Al Perry

behavior (and the committee’s complicity)
sealed and confidential. How convenient!

While the Harutunian controversy was
going on, Perry and the School Committee
were so bold as to bring on former committee

Chairman Dan Murphy as a
“consultant” so that he could
stay in the loop after leaving
office. And if that isn’t bad
enough, now we learn that
Perry is recommending
Murphy to lead the new com-
mittee being assembled to
actually select our next school
superintendent. Huh?

But, here’s the best scam of
all: If the details of the Haru-
tunian pay-off (oops, I mean

“buy-out”) become public now, the town
could be on the hook for yet ANOTHER
payout to Harutunian because Perry made
sure Harutunian’s legal deal with the town
included confidentiality, so that the details
of all that may have happened would never
be released to the public.

What a joke!

If the parents of North Andover do not
demand the resignation of Al Perry before a
new superintendent is chosen, the town will
be stuck with Perry making the decision on
who the next superintendent will be.
Another superintendent like Harutunian?

And then the process starts all over
again, with Perry and the School Committee
approving rolling contracts, $10,000 bo-
nuses, blindly voting for the new guy’s pet
projects, vilifying anyone who asks for
accountability and a school system where
teachers have to buy their own copy paper.

And how can anyone forget the famous
Perry Plan? It called for shutting down the
Steven’s Library to help fund the out-of-
control abyss called the school budget.
Even the local newspapers have ridiculed
such a plan, now referred to as Perry’s Folly.

Do the right thing Al ... Step down for the
good of the town.

Tentative design

Saturday, May 13th, 2006 ~ 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Lawrence Airport Located off of Sutton Street in
N.Andover. For more information, call (978) 683-3314

YOUR FLAG
Hello. Remember me ? Some people call me Old Glory, others call me the Star-

Spangled Banner, but whatever they call me, I am your  flag, the flag of the United States
of America.Something has been bothering me, so I thought I might talk it over with you-
because it is about you and me. I remember some time ago, people would line up on both
sides of the street to watch a parade and naturally I was leading every one, proudly
waving in the breeze. When your daddy saw me coming, he immediately removed his hat
and placed it against his left shoulder so that his hand was directly over his heart-
remember? And you, I remember were standing right there, straight as a soldier. You
didn’t have a hat, but you were giving the right salute. Remember your little sister ? Not
to be outdone, she was saluting the same as you  with her right hand over her heart-
remember? What happened? I’m still the same old flag. Oh, I’ve added a few more stars
since then, and a lot more blood has been shed since those parades of long ago. But now,
somehow I don’t feel as proud as I used to feel. When I come down your street, you just
stand there with your hands in your pockets. You may give me a small glance, and then
you look away. I see children running around you shouting; they don’t seem to know
who I am. I saw one man take his hat off, then he looked around, and when he didn’t see
anybody else take off his hat, he quickly  put his back on again. Is it a sin to be patriotic
today? Have you forgotten what I stand for, and where I have been? Anzio, Guadalcanal,
Korea, Vietnam, Desert Storm and Iraqi Freedom! Take a look at the memorial honor
rolls, and see the names of those patriotic Americans who gave their lives to keep this
republic free. When you salute me, you are saluting them. Well, it won’t be long before
I’ll be coming down your street again. So when you see me, please stand straight and
place your hand over your heart, and I’ll know that you remembered. I’ll salute you by
waving back!    .....Author Unknown
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is that it takes more energy to produce
than one gets from using it – even in fuel
cells.

And there is no solution to this problem
in the near future.

What about coal?

Coal is one of our oldest energy sources.
Why not use it to heat water into steam and
make steam powered automobiles? The
reasons are many. Coal has a high energy
content, but it also contains a lot of
pollutants that are expensive and difficult
to remove.

Mining coal is dangerous and costs
numerous lives every year. Coal is a solid
and requires special handling and transport
equipment. Steam is under pressure and
requires heavy boilers and pistons – not
good attributes for mobile transportation. It
turns out that coal is best used in electric
power plants that are on dedicated sites
containing extensive and bulky pollution
control equipment.

Several times in the past, due to necessity,
coal has been converted into oil. The
Germans did it in World War II when they
had an excess of coal and a lack of oil. The
South Africans also did it during apartheid

when the world would not sell them oil. Oil
generated from coal costs more than oil from
the ground, so it has not generally been
economically viable where alternatives are
present.

This brings us back to oil from oil wells. It
is convenient to extract; it is easy to handle
and transport; it is readily combustible; it is
minimally polluting; and it is still
economically priced. In short, we use a lot
of oil and oil byproducts because they are
the best and most economic energy sources
for a wide variety of applications.

As a practical decision, Americans would
be crazy not to use oil as the preferred
energy source for many uses. This is not
addiction to oil; it is just the rational choice
of an informed citizenry.

The government should stop trying to
make us feel guilty about using this
important and efficient resource.

Ted Tripp is an
International Consultant
in high-tech manu-
facturing methods. He has
BS and MS degrees in
Chemical Engineering
from MIT. You can reach
him at tripp@gis.net.

Is America Addicted to Oil?
Continued from page 3

I’m not an expert in demographics but it
seems we are ignoring an important point in
this debate. Let’s look at it simply. Democrats
generally tend to favor illegal immigration
because of the potential votes involved. But
why do Republicans turn a blind eye?  It
seems that business needs cheap labor, and
illegal immigrants are willing to work long
hours in tedious jobs for little pay.  If all
businesses had only legal American workers
they would have to raise salaries, perhaps
putting themselves out of business in the
process.  So with Democrats it’s political,
with Republicans it’s economic; votes and
revenue; power and money.  Taking
advantage of new immigrants for votes has
been standard operation for Democrats, but
more peculiar is the Republican response.
It is imperative that we ask this question:
Why are illegal workers necessary for our
economy?  What did American businesses
do before their dependence on illegal
immigrants, and what has changed? This is
the question that needs answering.  Allow
me to build up to one that I think needs
serious consideration.

Capitalist economies need an underclass.
There is no profit if all workers are paid
plentifully.  At its infancy the economy of
this nation was built upon the backs of
slaves.

After realizing this was dehumanizing to
both slaves and the nation, we turned to
another type of underclass, children.  Many

children worked long hours of drudgery in
the height of the industrial revolution.  After
realizing that childhood should be for
children, creating child labor laws to protect
them, we turned to adolescents.

Teenagers seemed to be the perfect
underclass. Providing low paying jobs to
teens was neither dehumanizing nor
degrading.  They were content with little
pay for entry-level jobs, making some money
while pursuing other things. Workers were
happy, management was happy, and the
economic problem seemed to be solved.  For
such businesses and America’s economic
health, adolescents were their answer.

So what has changed in the past genera-
tion?  Why are illegal immigrants now seen
as necessary to fill these positions that A-
merican adolescents used to have?  What
happened to our natural underclass that al-
lowed America’s economic engine to
prosper?

In the 1960’s, minors under 18 comprised
36% of the population; in 2003 that number
went down to 25%. It may not seem like
much, but it illustrates the drastic change of
the American family of the past that normally
had four, five or six children to the American
family of the last three decades with its 1.8
children.  For the first time in history, the
size of the American family dropped
dramatically without rising again.  Children
of the 50’s, 60’s and 70’s who are running
businesses today simply do not have

enough young Americans to fill the menial
jobs that keep their businesses afloat.  Illegal
immigrants are now seen as the answer to
filling this gap.

This brings us to our final inquiry: What
interrupted this natural demographic rhythm
that worked so well in the past?  Why all of
a sudden are American families producing
1.8 children, resulting in the great social
imbalance whose reverberations we’re just
beginning to feel with Social Security and
illegal immigration crises?

As we started valuing money over life,
measuring quality of life with material things
and vacations rather than children, what was
it that enabled American and European
families to have their 1.8 children, giving rise
to a culture that makes inevitable the
eventual disappearance of Western
Civilization as we know it?  What was the
material catalyst?

The answer is so simple that only a
society blinded by and addicted to the
sexual revolution and resultant culture of
death could be unable to see it.  Contra-
ception. The popularization of contraception
gained by The Pill in the 1960’s got the ball
rolling.  It won a major victory for the selfish
dimension of our human nature by enabling
us to choose money over persons and self
over love.  By ignoring the possibility that
this would come back to bite us in many
ways, including the bite of social and

The Underlying Cause of Illegal Immigration
Paul Murano

Paul Murano teaches theology
and philosophy at Assumption
College and Northshore
Community College. You can E-
mail Paul at PJDM@aol.com

2nd Annual Rick Rainville
Memorial Golf Tournament

Monday, May 22, 2006 - 8AM
Merrimack Valley Golf Course

210 Howe St. Methuen

Steak Dinner with potato & garden salad,
sausage sub on turn - Raffles & Prizes

Donation $125 p/p

economic imbalance, America now must
pay the price.

If this country depends on non-citizens
for her national survival and well being, she
will slowly lose her self-identity.  Mean-
while, Arabs in Europe and Hispanics in
America have been procreating at very
healthy rates.  As the Euro-American world
dies off, we can not blame foreigners or
immigrants for this self-destruction.  The
Western world, as John Paul II once said,
has lost its will to live.  And I will humbly
add to that, The Pill has become the new
fruit of the forbidden tree (“…if you partake
of it you are surely doomed to die.”  ~
Genesis 2:17).  Not only did it give rise to
the abortion culture, 60 million of whom
would have taken those “undesirable jobs
that Americans don’t want,” but it has lead
Western man to a slow, collective suicide.

When man violates the natural law, there
are always consequences to be paid.So
while you scratch your head wondering
why politicians, both liberal and
conservative, continuously do nothing
about the danger of illegal immigration,
especially in a post-9/11 world, perhaps you
now have another perspective on its
underlying cause.

All proceeds will go towards his son’s education fund
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Veterans Memorial Stadium to
be Reopened, May 20th at Noon
Veterans Memorial Stadium to

be Reopened, May 20th at Noon

Lawrence

157 So. Broadway, Lawrence, MA 01843

LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL

$10.00 Up to 5 qts. of Oil 10W30
OFF

(978) 687-1155

Major Credit Cards and Personal
Checks Accepted

OPEN
Mon. - Fri.  7:30 - 5:00

Wheel Alignment
$10.00 4 Wheel Alignment Extra

OFF
We Do

Inspection
 Stickers!

   AAA
Approved Auto Repair

AFTERBEFORE

AFTERBEFORE

Finally, the Veterans Memorial Stadium will be open for business after 40 years of neglect and decay. The stadium grand reopening will
be held on Saturday, May 20, 2006 at noon. Below are pictures taken before and after the $7 million renovation project, which was
spearheaded by Mayor Sullivan and supported by the Lawrence City Council under the leadership of former Council President Marcos

Devers. Congressman Marty
Meehan and Lt. Governor Kerry
Healey will speak at the event.
Veterans from each branch of the
armed services will march into
the stadium to start the cere-
monies. The Lawrence Lancers
football team will run onto the
field and Hall of Fame mem-bers
from LHS will be honored as
well. The Air Force Band will play
music at the event and members
of the Stadium Restor-ation
Committee will be recognized.

BEFORE

 AFTER AFTERBEFORE
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New Lawrence High Schools

From the desk of

Lawrence

Killed in Iraq, Lawrence Man to be Honored
StrStrStrStrStreet to be Reet to be Reet to be Reet to be Reet to be Renamed fenamed fenamed fenamed fenamed for Pieror Pieror Pieror Pieror Pierrrrrre Re Re Re Re Raaaaaymondymondymondymondymond

Lawrence City Councilor Nunzio DiMarca
has been spearheading an effort to honor
Lawrence native Pierre Raymond, who died
serving his country in the war in Iraq.

Originally, Councilor DiMarca submitted
a request that the City Council rename
North Parish Road for the fallen war hero,
because North Parish Road runs from
Winthrop Avenue to the gates of the
Veterans Memorial Stadium, which is
scheduled for a grand reopening on May
20th.

But when the issue was discussed in the
Ordinance Subcommittee of the City
Council, District “E” Councilor Gil Frechette
suggested renaming the one-way portion
of Osgood Street instead.

Councilor Frechette said he was con-
cerned about the people who lived on
North Parish Road having to change all their
bills to reflect the new name of the street.

Frechette said it would be an unfair
burden for people to change their license,
insur-ance, credit cards, etc. and said that
the one-way portion of Osgood Street near
the stadium was a better location because
there are no homes there.

Councilor DiMarca accepted Frechette’s
idea and said that the process is moving
forward to have the street renamed by the
time the stadium is reopened.

The Council notified the city engineer of
the proposed street change so that city
maps could be updated. A full vote of the
Lawrence City Council will still be needed
before the street can be officially renamed.
The Council is expected to take the measure
up at its May 16th meeting, just four days
before the opening of the stadium.

Sergeant Pierre Raymond died from
injuries he sustained after an attack on
September 15, 2005 near Ramadi, Iraq.

Hit with shrapnel in the chest and neck
while sleeping in his quarters, Raymond was
talking and joking with the medical team
who treated him immediately after being hit.

Doctors, however, could not stop the
bleeding so Raymond was rushed to
Landstuhl Regional Medical Center in
Germany for emergency treatment, where
he was kept alive until his family arrived.
He died shortly thereafter.

Raymond joined the Army in 1998 and
had spent 13 months in Bosnia as a military
mechanic. Bider Music

Open: Mon-Sat, 10am - 6pm
Sunday, 12-5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

* Lessons
     *Repairs
        * Rentals

Guitars Banjos, Amplifiers,
 PA Systems, Mandolins,
Drum Sets, Full Line of

Percussion

for a complete selection of musical
equipment and accessories

He was discharged in 2001, but was called
back to serve in the National Guard with the
228th Forward Support Battalion, 28th
Infantry Division, which supported a
Marine Expeditionary Force. Raymond was
dispatched to Kuwait in June. He’d barely
been in Iraq a week before he was wounded.

Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan said he
thought DiMarca’s idea was “fantastic” and
added that the timing and location of the
street renaming was “absolutely perfect.”

“With any luck, this will all come together
before the May 20th dedication of the
Veterans Memorial Stadium.”

District “B” City Councilor Grisel Silva
said she wholeheartedly supports the
measure to rename a portion of Osgood
Street to “Pierre Raymond Way” and praised
Councilor DiMarca for his efforts to honor
a man who died protecting freedom around
the world.

“Councilor DiMarca has been working
very hard to find a way to honor Pierre
Raymond,” Silva said.

“Since long before the Council was asked
to rename Broadway for Juan Pablo Duarte,
he has been behind the scenes meeting with
city officials and fellow councilors to come
up with the most fitting way to express our
gratitude for the sacrifice Raymond made in
the name of fighting terrorism and protecting
the American people,” she added.

Councilor DiMarca said he spoke with
Sergeant Raymond’s family about renaming
the one way portion of Osgood  street and
that  they were very excited” that Pierre was
being honored by the city of Lawrence.

Lawrence High School has served the
Lawrence community since its opening in
the 1800’s. Thousands of Lawrence
residents have learned, studied and grown
there over the years. Today, Lawrence High
School is filled to capacity, and the building
is beginning to fail. Fortunately, the
Lawrence public schools embarked on a
dynamic building project in the fall of 2003.
Housed on a twenty-five acre campus next
to the newly renovated Veterans Memorial
Stadium, Lawrence High School is engaged
in the work of converting the current
Lawrence High into six thematic high
schools.  The Lawrence High School for
Business Management and Finance, the
Lawrence High School for Health and
Human Services, the Lawrence High School
for Humanities and Leadership
Development, the Lawrence International
School, the Lawrence High School for Math,
Science and Technology, and the Lawrence
High School for Performing and Fine Arts,
will all be housed in six self-contained
buildings on the campus. The schools will
have 500 students each and will share a state-
of-the-art Performing Arts Center, new field
houses, a technologically advanced media
center, and a new library. The new auditorium
will seat over 1200, and after the school
opens, Lawrence High will be able to hold
the high school graduation in Lawrence for
the first time in years. On this 565,000 square
foot campus, there are eighteen computer
labs, twenty-six science labs, six tennis
courts, varsity baseball and softball fields,
as well as outdoor basketball courts. Each
school is being designed to meet the needs
of the Lawrence community and prepare our
graduates for college success and
professional experiences.

As enthusiasm about these new schools
grows, more and more students who have
generally attended other local area schools
are planning to enroll at Lawrence High in

September of 2006. Because of current
enrollment numbers, and anticipated
students for the 2006-07 school year, I
anticipate having to implement a transitional
schedule at the school. This schedule will
start with the opening of Lawrence High at
the current building in the fall, and end when
the Lawrence High School campus is
entirely finished and the students and staff
move to the new facility.

Currently, the school day runs from 7:45
a.m. to 2:22 p.m. for all students. The
proposed schedule is an overlapping
schedule. This is different than a double
session schedule. In a double session, one
group of students starts earlier and ends
earlier, and a second distinct group starts
later and ends later, and the two groups are
never in the building at the same time. In
the proposed overlapping session, 10th,
11th and 12th grade students would arrive
at school at 7:00 a.m. and leave at 1:46 p.m.,
and 9th grade students would arrive at 9:48
a.m. and leave at 4:32 p.m. This proposed
schedule takes into account the proposed
number of 9th grade students in 2006-07.
There is the potential for there to be
approximately 1100 9th grade students, a
number equivalent to the 10th-12th grade
students combined. This is a testament to
the strength of the Lawrence High School
program and further strengthens the
argument towards implementing the small-
school conversion process to meet the
needs of all students in Lawrence.

The proposed schedule ensures that
there will be enough classroom space for all
students. The proposed schedule will
decrease the number of students in each
class. The schedule allows for all after-
school activities and teams to continue
uninterrupted. This schedule is the best plan
to be used in an interim basis until the move
to the new high school can occur.

Discount Prices SINCE 1978!

Sergeant Pierre Raymond
of Lawrence

Pictured with Lawrence Mayor Michael J. Sullivan (center) and
Clear Channel Director of Public Affairs Lois Catanzaro of
Chelsea (far right) are Raymond’s brothers Alfio (far left) and
Joseph (second from right), along with their mother, Santina
N. Raymond, all of Lawrence.

Lawrence Superintendent
of Schools Wilfredo Laboy


