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VENTURE DEVELOPMENT

& PROPERTIES

call Michael @ Venture Properties 617 - 922-2171  for more details.

Professional Office SPACE for

RENT Downtown Lawrence

234 Essex St, Lawrence

800 - 2,000 sq. ft.

Directly Across from City Hall

These are a list of some wishes our young
people have requested:

Haverhill - Shamus, a 10-year-old boy,
wants to swim with the dolphins in Florida.

Ashleigh, a 9-year-old girl, wants to go to
Disney World.

 Lowell - David, a 13-year-old boy, wants
to see a NASCAR race in Louden.

The following wishes have been granted:

In August, an 11-year-old boy from
Lawrence visited Disney World. He is

autistic and
suffers from
cardiomyopathy.

In September, a
13-year-old boy
from Haverhill
attended a Nextel
race in Louden. He
suffers from

tuberous sclerosis.

In October, a North Andover girl received
a seeing-eye dog.

In November, a Methuen girl received a
therapeutic hot tub. She suffers from cerebral
palsy.

In December, an 11-year-old girl from
Methuen received a shopping spree at the
mall. She suffers from recurrent Negro
blastoma.

And in March, a  5-year-old Westford girl
went to Walt Disney World. She has a seizure
disorder.

The Dream Factory invites everyone to
participate in the following two fundraisers:
1. Sunday March 19th, 3-8 p.m. at Perpetual
Motion, 345 Chelmsford St.,      Lowell, MA
(978)-450-0777, $10.00, 50% donated to the
Merrimack Valley Dream Factory. 2.  Monday,
March 20th, 4-10 p.m. at Texas Roadhouse
Restaurant, Route 28, Methuen, 15% of
purchase will be donated to The Dream
Factory.

In our busy lives, we are concerned with
everyday issues that pertain to us. How
often do we stop and think about the
children that are less fortunate? With just a
little time or donation we can make some
deserving kids’ dreams come true. Come on,
Merrimack Valley, let’s help Ann’s
organization continue to grow. For more
information call Ann Winn at 978-685-9561.

Sometimes, the things that can be so
devastating in life turn out to be the most
motivating force you can find. I was very
fortunate to meet Ann Winn, a life-long
Methuen resident, nurse, wife, and mother.

 Eleven years ago, Ann became a
grandmother to Alexus Afonso, a student
at the Marsh Grammar School, who was born
with Down syndrome.

Through the years, Alexus was fortunate
enough to go to many places with her
grandparents. But Ann realized that many
children who are afflicted with life-altering
or chronic
conditions are not
as lucky. Ann did
some research and
found the answer
in The Dream
Factory, Inc.

The Dream
Factory is a national volunteer–based, wish-
granting organization for critically and
chronically ill children, ages 3 to 18.

So Ann Winn started the Merrimack
Valley chapter in April of 2005, trying to grant
wishes to our area children.

The Dream Factory is based in Louisville,
Ky.  It has over 30 chapters in seventeen
states. The Dream Factory has granted wish-
es to more than 25,000 children and has more
than 5,000 volunteers who work to produce
and deliver dreams. The Dream factory was
founded in 1980 by Charles Henault.

  Ann works four hours a night at her
home trying to move the chapter forward,
but she needs our help. Ann is fortunate to
have found two Methuen High School stu-
dents who feel her passion. Rebecca Robin-
son and Samantha Kingsley organize two
meetings per week, starting at 7 a.m., before
the first bell of school begins. Pretty
impressive, isn’t it?

Through their fundraising, the two high
school students granted a wish to Brian
Kelly, an 18-year-old boy with CP/epilepsy.
He wanted a TV and VCR with a stand.

North Andover High student Rachel
Morrison is another dedicated person and
has organized a faculty/student basketball
game for March 14th at the North Andover
High School to benefit the Dream Factory.
Anyone interested in attending the game
should contact the North Andover High
School athletic department at (978) 794-3144.

 Ann would like to create a greater
awareness of this special organization and
asks for whatever you can do in the way of
donations or volunteering.

Dream Factory:
Making a Difference
in Children's Lives

Methuen

Methuen City Councilor Debbie Quinn

How often do we stop and

think about the children that

are less fortunate? With just

a little time or donation we

can make some deserving

kids’ dreams come true.

Debbie Quinn is a West District
Councilor in Methuen and is serving
in her first term. You can email
comments or questions to Councilor
Quinn at: DRQ76@aol.com

State Rep. Arthur Broadhurst
Candidate for Register of Deeds

Happy 2nd Anniversary
To The Valley Patriot!

Here's hoping for many more
years of successful reporting

 and honoring our veterans
in the Merrimack Valley

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Arthur Broadhurst

Merrimack Valley
School of Hair Design

COSMETOLOGY
DEVELOP THE REAL

YOU

High Demand Job Market
Financially Rewarding Career

www.m-v-s-h-d.com 978-688-1133

Day and Evening Classes Available
1,000 Hour Course

Methuen/Lawrence line at 315 East Haverhill Street,
less than one mile from Interstate 495

A PROSPEROUS CAREER IN HAIR DESIGN
IS OFFERED IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY

BARBER / ESTHETICS COMING SOON
ENROLL NOW FOR THE FALL CLASS

Become State Licensed
Comfortable...family-friendly atmosphere

SIGN UP NOW

Open for Public Services      Walk-Ins Welcomed
Paul Mitchell, Joico, Matrix and many more professional products used!!
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Why Massachusetts Needs Kevin Scott

Methuen

D.J. Beauregard, Methuen High School
Kevin who? That seems to be the question when people

hear that Kevin P. Scott is running to unseat U.S. Senator
Ted Kennedy in 2006. Scott, a former Wakefield selectman

and small business owner, is not your
typical Republican senatorial candidate.
He is against abortion in the second and
third trimesters, supports parental
notification of abortions, against the
death penalty, and was originally

opposed to the concept of going to
war with Iraq.  He will fight any

effort to take God out of our
Pledge of Allegiance.

Kevin says that if he is elected to the U.S. Senate he
“will not take an oath to his party, but to the Constitution
and the best interests of the American people.”

That statement says a lot. Common sense is probably
the main subject of his campaign message. “I feel that the
best car in the world should be made in the United States,
and it should be incredibly fuel efficient”. Who could
disagree with that statement?” Enough said.

Unlike Senator Kennedy, Kevin Scott can connect with
us – the average, working class of America.  His middle-
class roots are evident.

He grew up in Wakefield, Massachusetts.  He is the son
of a power company lineman who worked his way through

the ranks to become Superintendent and a respected
Selectman.  His mother was a school teacher.  Being the
fifth of six children, Kevin often says “we didn’t have as
much as some kids materially, but we were taught the value
of good manners, helping your neighbor, and hard work”.

Scott impresses me because of his premise that
Washington is constantly passing incomprehensible
legislation. At an event recently, he stated: “Washington
has recently passed a string of new legislation such as the
new Medicaid plan and No Child Left Behind (that nobody
understands), and we need to stop doing this to the
American people.” When it comes to our dependence on
foreign oil, Kevin stated: “We must decrease our use of
foreign oil, especially from places like Middle East, because
it is a known fact that much of this money goes to unstable
governments that often are not friends to the United States.

When it comes to this issue, we must stop being lazy
and get down to work.” He likes to think of himself as a
“maverick,” in the mold of current Senators John McCain
and Chuck Hagel.

He parts with Republicans on a very important and
controversial issue: Iraq.

“The war on terrorism is an important issue to us all.  I am
not ashamed to admit that I did not originally support the
War on Iraq in it’s current form.  We need partners to win
this war. The number one priority now should be enabling

D.J. Beauregard is The Valley Patriot's Methuen
reporter. He was the campaign manager for Councilor
Kathleen Corey Rahme's successful run for at-large
City Council. If you have a news tip in Methuen,   you
can email him at methuendj@aol.com.

From the Desk of Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi

Let me begin by
thanking Nancy Carace
and The Methuen

Board of Trade
for hosting
this great
event. It has
now become
a Methuen
tradition for

the mayor to deliver the State of the City
Address at the Board of Trade Annual
Dinner, and it’s a tradition that I look forward
to continuing in the years to come.

When I took office just over a month ago,
I issued an open invitation for the people of
Methuen to assist me in leading our great
city. I stated my belief that “Government
works best when it works together,” and that
Methuen’s great strength lies in its people
and our sense of community.

As a small business owner, I also know
how important the business community is
to the fabric of our city. That is why I am
issuing a special invitation today to
Methuen’s business community. I need
your help to lead this city in the years to
come. Together, we can achieve great things.
And because I know that I can count on
your support, I am proud to report that the
state of our city is strong, and our future is
bright.

Before taking office, I realized the great
importance of economic and community
development. That is why my first priority
was to hire a top-notch Economic and
Community Development director. I wanted
someone who could hit the ground running
and get working on such important projects
such as a new city master plan, and a
comprehensive review of all of the cities
regulations, zoning and permitting
guidelines. The new director was good
enough to join us tonight, and I’m very
please to introduce to you Karen Sawyer
Faust.

Karen is a great leader who will be a
tremendous asset to Methuen. She has met
with local business leaders, as well as
leaders from outside the city who are willing
to make an investment here. She has also
helped me to re-organize the Department of

Economic and Community Development so
that the department is now more efficient
and streamlined.

I know that Karen looks forward to
meeting with each and every on of you as
she tackles such tough issues as
redesigning the city’s master plan,
redeveloping our downtown and finding
innovative ways to control growth while
meeting our housing obligations under
Chapter 40B. We will be willing, through our
Master Plan process, to examine so called
“smart growth” proposals made at the State
level, such as Chapter 40R and 40S. Success
in our downtown will not be arrived at by
the use of old formulas but by innovation,
and by the use of market forces to create
the capital necessary to formulate a new
paradigm for our downtown.

The master planning process, which will
take 12-15 months, will be a very public,
inclusive process.  I want everyone in this
great city to understand that they have a
stake in determining our future.  It will be all
about consensus-building and creating a
community-wide vision.

A recent city audit report, issued after our
re-organization plan was filed, details
Methuen’s need to attract more business in
order to stabilize our tax rate and maintain
our current level of services.  Our re-
organization will help achieve that important
goal.

I’m anxious to get the word out that
Methuen is a business-friendly place, and
one of the best ways to do that is to recruit
business leaders from our great employers
within the City to speak out on behalf of
Methuen, to spread the word that we’re
open for business and that this is a welcome
environment for employers of all types.

Everyone here knows about the City’s
great attributes - proximity to Boston, the
shore, two major airports, unrivaled
highway access, favorable tax rate - and we
want to recruit the City’s business leaders
to serve as Methuen Ambassadors.  I want
to work closely with the Board of Trade and
the Merrimack Valley Chamber of Commerce
to create an outreach program to our
existing business, to check in with them and

State Of The City Address from the Methuen Board of Trade Dinner

to learn about their issues.  It’s much easier
to retain a job and a company than to attract
or recruit one.  I’d like the business
community to know that retention and
recruitment are among my top priorities.

Recently, in a media discussion of
Economic Development, Nancy Carace said
that the city should always remember the
importance of small business. As a small
business owner I could not agree with her
more. In my inaugural address I asked the
citizens of Methuen to step forward and
participate in government. It is my intent to
form an advisory group to study the
regulatory processes that Methuen imposes
on its citizens and its businesses, with an
eye towards reducing duplication, red tape,
and unneeded paperwork.

Tonight, I ask the Board of Trade as a
group, and you individually, to partner with
the City to find ways to do that. It is my
hope that we can make Methuen business
friendly and less bureaucratic.  If I could
steal a line from East District Councilor
Joseph Leone it is “Methuen means
business”.

My administration has been able to
accomplish many other things during the
past month. For example, we broke large
cabinet-style meetings into smaller
workgroups.  I find these smaller groups to
be far more productive then the larger
meetings. I’m also finding that I can involve
many more city employees in leadership
planning, rather than just limiting meetings
to department heads.

With the growing cost of energy nation-
wide, I have vowed to find ways for city
government to save money and energy. My
administration is currently working on an
energy audit so we can discover new ways
to conserve. We are finding that there are
many small things that everyone in city
government can do to conserve energy. And
we are working with our local utility
companies in order to tackle the larger
energy issues as well.

I know that interaction with government
can sometimes be inconvenient, confusing
and frustrating for our citizens and
businesses. Understanding that, I have

pledged to use Information Technology to
make government easier to understand and
utilize for our citizens and businesses. I have
already held several planning meetings with
an eye toward overhauling the city’s
website and allowing greater and more
convenient interaction between government
and it’s citizens and businesses.  I am
hopeful that you will start seeing results
soon and I look forward to the input of the
business community on ways we can
improve Information Technology and
communication.

Public Safety is always a concern for any
local government. When I was President of
the city council, I was pleased to support
and vote for a reorganization of the police
department.  Public safety systems need to
stay current and adjust to meet the demands
of a growing city like Methuen. Tonight, I
am announcing for the first time that I will
soon be submitting to the city council, a
comprehensive plan to reorganize the
Methuen Fire Department.

Fire Chief Clifford Gallant and I have
designed a way to streamline the current
Fire Department structure and make the
entire department more efficient and
effective. The re-organization will break the
department into several working teams. The
teams will work together under the chief to
insure that Methuen’s fire and EMT needs
are being met 24 hours a day, seven days a
week. I look forward to working together
with Chief Gallant and all of Methuen’s
public safety personnel in the coming weeks
and months.

Although Methuen has come a long way
in the past several years, there is still much
to accomplish. As mayor, I pledge to work
with the business community in order to meet
the goals I have outlined today, and
establish open lines of communication
between government and business.
Together I know that we can work through
the challenging issues that we will
undoubtedly face. I look forward to standing
before you again at next year’s dinner. By
then, I know that we will be able to detail a
record of accomplishment that every
Methuen citizen and every Methuen
business will be proud of.

the Iraqi military so that they can facilitate peace in their
own country.  Terrorism is a common enemy to us all, and
fighting their activities is in the best interest of our country,
the nations of Europe, Russia, and the free nations of the
Middle East.  We cannot ‘go into it alone.’  We need to
work together, we need friends.”

Kevin firmly believes that difference in political ideology
between countries is fine, but when it comes to the war on
terror, we should all work together as one. Whether you
agree with that or not, it makes sense. Interestingly, it seems
as if almost everything Kevin Scott says makes sense.

After all is said and done, the question will be, “Can
Kevin Scott beat Ted Kennedy?” In my humble opinion,
yes, he can. Senator Kennedy will clearly have the most
money in this race, but Kevin Scott will have the most
support and the most votes because he has the energy, the
enthusiasm, the drive, the dedication, and the common
sense ideology that Kennedy lacks.

For more information about Kevin’s campaign to change
the sour tone in Washington, D.C., visit
www.MassForScott.com.
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A very important issue has come to the
“surface” in Methuen of late. There are a lot
of homes in Methuen that rely on sump
pumps in an effort to seek relief from water
in their basements. Apparently due to high
water tables and ground and surface water
throughout the city, many homes are faced
with this difficult problem.

Last fall when I got a telephone call from
a constituent because her neighbor was
dumping water from his basement onto her
yard, driveway, and into the street, my first
reaction was amazement. Doesn’t he realize
that his problem should not become the
neighbors’ problem? Why doesn’t he
channel it into the catch basin? After trying
unsuccessfully to settle this issue with the
neighbor, she did what I would do: call my
city councilor. The DPW and the Health
Department both went to the site and it
seemed that a legislative approach would
be the best scenario.

 I looked into existing legislation and
discovered that in Municipal Code 9-73,
Litter and Refuse, waste water is addressed.

Section 9-73. Litter and Refuse

Whoever shall, without the license of the
Board of Health, throw into, or leave in or
upon any street, court, square, lane, alley,
public square, public closure, private
property, pond or body of water, or vacant
lot where it would be offensive or injurious
to public health, within the limits of the City,
any dead animal, dirt, sawdust, soot, ashes,
cinders, shavings, hair, shreds, manure,
oyster, clam or lobster shells, waste water,
rubbish, or filth of any kind, or any refuse,
animal or vegetable matter whatsoever, shall
be punished by a fine of not more than One
Hundred Fifty Dollars ($150.00) for each
offense with every day the violation
continues being a separate and new offense.

(1973 Ord., Sec. 9.13; as further amended
by Ord. #759, Eff. July 1st, 2003)

     This legislation is vague concerning
the definition of waste water. I thought it
would be anything that is not potable.
According to the definition provided in
Chapter 14 of the Sewer Ordinance,
“Wastewater” shall mean the spent water
of a community and may be a combination
of liquid and water-carried wastes from
residences, commercial buildings, industrial
plants, and institutions together with any
groundwater, surface water, and storm water
that may be present.

We worked with the Health Department
and offered an amendment that also

included a qualifier where people would be
exempt from compliance given the approval
of the Director of Public Health and the
Director of Public Works. In all cases, the
goal is to get people to comply with the
ordinance, not to be punitive. Fines are
intended as a last resort.

When the issue came up for the first time
on the agenda, it passed the City Council
for a first read, 8-1. If it had made it to a
second read, it would have failed

8-1, so I chose to withdraw it.
Withdrawing it is not something that was
done as a way to escape the inevitable failed
legislation. It was because of the
overwhelming number of telephone calls
and emails that came to the city councilors.

We got “flooded” with them. While it
would be reasonable to expect people who
are discharging water to channel it to catch
basins, it is unfortunate that many streets
in the city are not equipped with catch
basins. This is due to old, inherited
infrastructure issues. Adding “discharge
from sump pumps” to the existing legislation
would have been unfair. There is not an easy
remedy in every case. Councilor Joseph
Leone and Councilor Phil Lahey are both
extremely knowledgeable in these matters.
Both should be credited with providing
expertise and insight into this. Further, it is
their belief that most water situations can
be remedied.

While there is no clear legislation
pertaining to this issue, I maintain, if
possible, while discharging water from your
basement, that a little consideration and
courtesy go a long way. You know the
saying, “good fences make good
neighbors.”

Finally, I feel it is important that if you
cannot reason with your neighbor, you
should seek resolve with your City
Councilors, the DPW, and the Health
Department.

There is a valuable lesson here to be
learned. This proved to be an exercise in
listening to the constituents and
acknowledging that sometimes certain
things don’t have a quick, legislative fix.

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

ALEX'S HOUSE OF

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the
former Central District Councilor in
Methuen and was elected as a city
councilor “at-large” last year. She
is also the founder of the Methuen
Youth Corps and hosts "call to
Serve." You can email her at
kcoreyrahme@comcast.net

www.urwaydisplay.us

222 Merrimack St.

Methuen

(978) 689 - 8792

* Sports Cards

*Collectibles

*Display cases

*Memorabilia

Open Mon-Sat

 1pm-7pm

Sunday 1-5pm

Methuen

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, At-Large
Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

Stumped by Sump Pumps
By Kathleen Corey Rahme, Vice Chair, Methuen City Council, At-Large

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662
with orders over $25.00

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Open 6 days a week
Mon thru Wed 11:00am -

9:00pm & Thurs. thru Sat.
11:00am - 10:00pm

Med. Chicken Wing or
Chicken Finger, Lg. Fr. Fry,

16" Cheese Pizza
& 2 Ltr. Soda

Credit Cards Accepted

2 - 16"

Must mention coupon at time of order for delivery, not to be combined with any other offer.

Cheese PizzasCheese PizzasCheese PizzasCheese PizzasCheese Pizzas

+ tax

Interested in Joining the Navy?
Call the Navy Recruiting Office

(978) 686-1464

Grocery & Meat Mkt.
Indian - Pakistani - Middle East

& Turkish Grocery

Mediterranean

For fast service please call

136 Lowell St., Methuen, MA 01844

METHUEN

978-974-9222
$18.00

+ tax

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

PIZZA

$13.99

VPVP

additional toppings $1.25
additional toppings $1.25



 24        The Valley Patriot                     March -  2006Kids & Education

Hanna Interviews Methuen School
Committeeman George Kazanjian

You have now been a School Committee
member for two months. How is it going?

It’s going very, very well. We had our
fourth meeting last night.

Do you have your meetings every month?

We have our meetings twice a month.
They are on the second and fourth Monday
of the month, but only one of them is
televised. The second Monday of the month
is televised.

How come they are not all televised?

That’s a very good question. One is in
City Hall and the other is in the central
building. The central building doesn’t have
the equipment. I’d like to see all the meetings
televised.

Why don’t you change the policy and have
all the meetings televised?

I think that’s a very good idea and I am
going to inquire as to what the situation is.

What has been your biggest challenge
so far?

I think the most challenging task was
hoping to get the nurses contract resolved.
That was the first challenge and it has
worked out OK. The next challenge for me
is reducing class sizes.

How many kids do you have per class, on
average?

We are trying to get them down to 20.
Right now, we are at 25 or 26 children,
especially with the kindergarten through
third grade - where it is very difficult to have
26 or 27. It’s tough on the teachers. It’s
tough on the students. We really need to
get that number down. We are really jammed;
I have visited all the grammar schools and
the high school, and it was amazing to see
how overcrowded some of the classes are.
Can you go to visit the schools whenever
you like, or do you have to make an
appointment?

No, I can go whenever I like. When I first
went, I called the superintendent and had

him set it up for me because I was new, but
now I can just go. I do call the principals
first just to let them know I’m coming.

What do you hope to accomplish?

Like I said, getting the class sizes down.
At some point, once the hiring freeze is over,
we will get either a new high school or a
renovated high school. The high school is
an open concept right now. I think we are
the last one in the state to have open
concept.

What is that?

There are no walls separating the
classrooms. I saw a high school class when
I visited and one teacher is teaching history
and another teacher is teaching English. I
don’t know how the kids focus. It’s so loud.

Wait, how do they write on the blackboard
if they have no walls? At my school the
blackboard is on the walls.

They use portable white boards on
wheels.

What is your favorite book?

“Man of the House,” by Thomas O’Neill.
It’s a book about his life and political
memoirs.

Should good teachers be paid the same
as bad teachers?

Well, I don’t think there should be any
bad teachers. There is a system in place right
now that will eliminate bad teachers if they
are not performing. They have annual
reviews by their principals and assistant
principals. They are observed in the
classroom. Hopefully, we don’t have any bad
teachers - but there is a system in place to
address that.

What are you looking for in the next
superintendent?

What a great question. We voted last
night to hire a consultant and we have
NESDC coming in to do the search. We are
looking for someone who fits into the
community. We are fortunate in a way

because we have a school system that
doesn’t need fixing. It’s kind of like when
you buy a business that’s a turnkey
operation. We have a solid staff of
administrators. We need someone who can
manage a large system and can get along
with the community.

Why is the superintendent leaving?

He is retiring from the Massachusetts
system and going to work in the New
Hampshire school system.

Does your superintendent sit with the
School Committee?

Yes, he does.

Do you think Methuen will get a new high
school?

I don’t know. It will either be a new high
school or we will renovate the existing
school. The way the system is set up, the
Massachusetts School Building Authority
makes the decision.

They will tell us what we can do. They
did an assessment already and have seen
the building. We have to meet a certain
criteria for a new school. I’m not sure what
the solution is right now.  I have no
preference, one way or the other, whether it
is renovated or we build a new school.
Whatever is most cost effective for the
city... as long as it has walls. That’s all I care
about right now.

Did your children go to the Methuen
public schools?

No. My daughter, Ashley, went to
Catholic schools throughout her school
career. We believe in a Catholic education.
She went to Presentation Nursery, then she
went to Saint Monica’s, then to Central
Catholic, and she even went to Providence
College, which is run by the Dominican
friars.  Now she is the cheerleader coach at
Central Catholic.

How much time do you spend on School
Committee work?

I spend a lot of time. It’s a lot of reading.
I really wasn’t aware it was that much
reading and that much homework. I do
enjoy it. Last night we got the proposed
budget for 2007 and that’s pretty big. It has
a $12 million increase. I think it will be about
$67 million total.

What do you think of MCAS?

You ask very tough questions. I think the
students should be tested.

I think it is unfortunate that everyone is
mixed in together. It’s a double-edged
sword. I know that children have to be
tested, but it is very unfair for special-needs

kids and children who have English as a
second language to be all lumped in together
as if they are all the same when they aren’t.
This makes the average scores go down
because they are all averaged together. It’s
a real problem, the way the structure is set
up, because you are told you have to have
your scores up to a certain percentage and
you are judged based on that.

Eventually, it is going to come down to
money. Those that don’t perform well are
going to be penalized. The bottom line is
that, yes, the students should be tested, but
there should be a better way to score
everyone and judge them. One test doesn’t
measure a whole student. When you are
teaching to a test, it is very difficult and that
is what is happening. We are all teaching to
the test.

Do you support merit pay for teachers
and would you try to do that in Methuen?

Wow, you really know your stuff here. To
answer your question, no. I believe in civil
service. I believe that there is a system in
place, as we discussed earlier, if you have a
bad teacher the bad teacher will be taken
out of the picture. So, no I don’t believe in
merit pay.

Do you like being on the School
Committee?

Yes, very, very much; I am enjoying it. It
is better than I had anticipated.

That’s good. What do you do for a living?

I am an accountant for Medicare.

What is that?

It is a health care program for people over
the age of 65 and the disabled. So we take
care of the elderly and those who cannot
take care of themselves.

How is the new committee working
together?

Well, I have to tell you, I think this is a
really good committee. There have been no
problems whatsoever. We are all getting
along and we are working on the challenges
- which is a little different from past
committees. So far, so good.

Is the mayor doing a good job as chairman
of the School Committee?

Yes, he is doing a very good job. The one
thing I like about the mayor is that you know
he is in charge of the meetings and that’s
the way it should be.

George Kazanjian of the Methuen School Committee sat

down with our ace-reporter Hanna to discuss his ideas

about education and the Methuen School System.

If you have a comment or suggestion or
comment for Hanna you can email her at
Valleypatriot@aol.comPhoto by Rachel

Photo by Rachel
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Our four-year-old
daughter loves to practice
“writing,” but still has a
hard time holding the
pencil. I try holding it with
her, but she wants to do it
“by herself.”

It takes time for children
to develop the fine motor
skills needed to write. Give
her chubby markers and crayons that are
easily held. If she wants to use a pen or
pencil invest in some “pencil grips.”  These
are ergonomically designed pieces of
rubber and foam that slide over the pencil.
When in place, it puts the user’s fingers in
the correct position for writing. Teacher
supply stores sell them for less than two
dollars.

My fifth grader came home and told me
he is going to be making a “portfolio.”
What is he talking about?  To me, portfolios
are folders that artists put their work in to
carry it around.

If you are baffled, I bet other parents are
also. Contact his teacher and ask for
clarification as to what is going to be
expected. Usually, at this grade level,
portfolios are a compilation of a student’s
best work. Papers and projects from a variety
of subjects are collected to show a child’s
overall capabilities.

Many school systems are helping
students build portfolios as an ongoing
process. Often, for example, an English
paper written in May is put alongside of a
paper written in September so the growth
of the child’s skill is evident. Teachers may
also have students save photos of projects,
lists of books they have read, and copies
of any certificates or awards they have
received from their school or community.
Information can be assembled in a loose-
leaf binder or a box and then kept from year
to year. Items in the portfolio can be
continuously updated, eventually by the
student him/herself.

I am a first year teacher in a generally
affluent community. One of my students
comes from a single parent family and I
know her mom is struggling to make ends
meet. The mother talked freely about her
family situation during a parent meeting.

Lately, I have noticed that
the child is growing out
of a lot of her clothes.
Would it be presumptuous
of me to ask for clothing
donations from other
parents, friends of mine,
etc.? How should I handle
this?

As a novice teacher,
initially you should find out your school’s
policy. This is probably not the first time
the issue has been raised. Once you know
the school’s guidelines, and because the
mom confided in you directly, I would call
the mom and ask her if she would welcome
contributions.

I gave up and finally bought one of those
“looks like a leash” for using when I take
my three-year-old daughter to the mall.
She wiggles away from me constantly,
despite my efforts to hold her hand firmly.
When holding packages I am paranoid that
she will get out of my grip and wander from
me. Using it with her last week got me
nasty looks and stares.  One woman
actually had the nerve to come up to me
and said I was “treating my child like a
dog.”  What can I come back with if this
happens again?

Don’t bother replying. You came up with
this because of your concerns about your
child’s welfare. It is really nobody else’s
business how you handle your children.

We are having trouble getting our eight-
year-old son to brush his teeth consistently
before bedtime. In bed, when asked night
after night, the answer is, “I forgot.”

A consistent routine is needed. Take him
with you to go toothbrush shopping. Let
him pick the style and color. Toothpaste
flavor should be his decision also. Making
his own selections will help him feel more
in control and should help his motivation.
For the next couple of weeks, monitor him
as he uses his new supplies.

Kids & Education
Book Keepers Corner

Dr. Charles Ormsby

The Eve of Destruction
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT™

“Get a Grip”

Please send questions to RAISE

‘EM RIGHT™, P. O. Box 831, Carlisle,

MA 01741 or ask online at

www.RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com you

can e-mail Barbara Peary at

raisemright@aol.com

Valley Patriot editors note: We do not support putting children on leashes. It is our
belief that if you put your child on a leash, you ARE treating your kids like a dog and
should be stopped from parenting immediately! Otherwise, you might get the urge to
stick them in a cage at home while watching your soap operas!

Nine students from the Greater Lawrence Technical School recently had a unique
opportunity to experience the engineering profession firsthand by “shadowing”
engineers at Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems’ Missile Defense Center in
Woburn, Mass. The event was designed to demonstrate how skills learned in
school relate to the workplace and to encourage students to consider careers in
engineering and technology.  Participating in the job shadowing event at Raytheon
were (first row, from left): Raytheon engineers Beverly Leclerc and Ogechi
Ibe; student Stacy Gutierrez; and Raytheon engineers Dale Cripe, Alfreda Purdon
and Annie Chan; (second row, from left): student David Pollack; Raytheon
engineer Matthew Leach; students Brian Jaime, Alan Ramos and Steve Lebel;
and Greater Lawrence Technical School teacher Dale LaRocque; (third row,
from left): students Emanuel Villegas and Juan Franco; and Raytheon engineers
Noah Van Fossan, Catherine DeBassio and George Mayernik; (last row, from
left): students Jeffrey Martinez and James Sheehan.

Israel was complacent
and invincible. The
Arabs couldn’t challenge
Israel’s military might.
The Sinai desert, the
Suez Canal and the Golan
Heights provided even
more comfort. Israel was
safe. Or so they thought.

The combination of an
elaborate scheme to give
Israel a false sense of
security, an Egyptian
double agent, a remark-
able Lego-like bridging
technology, Soviet
Sagger wire-guided missiles, and surprise,
supplied the ingredients that Egypt and
Syria needed to seek revenge for Israel’s
rout of the Arabs in the 1967 war. Complete
elimination of the Jewish state, while desired
by the Egyptians, Syrians and Soviets, was
not considered likely. They had more mod-
est objectives: Capture a defendable portion
of the Sinai desert, take the Golan Heights,
and regain Arab honor lost in the Six Day
War. But laxity and overconfidence by the
Israelis nearly led to the collapse of their
defenses and the end of the Jewish state.

“The Eve of Destruction” is a fascinating
retelling of the months leading up to the
Yom Kippur war and that portion of the
conflict during which the existence of the
Jewish state was in jeopardy. The plotting,
planning, and preparation for the surprise
attack by the Arabs provide a stark contrast
to the lackadaisical attitude of the Israeli
Defense Ministry and its contempt for the
Egyptian and Syrian military forces.

Only three Israeli tanks were at the Suez
waterline when the Egyptians attacked with
222 bombers, 100,000 men, 1850 artillery
pieces, and 1550 tanks. At H-hour the guns
opened up. Ten thousand five hundred
shells fell on the Bar-Lev line in the first
minute. Three Syrian armored divisions with
1500 tanks attacked the Golan Heights at
the same instant. Loud speakers blared
“Allahu Akbar” over and over as the
soldiers rushed to battle.

Revered icons of the Israeli military,
Defense Minister Moshe Dayan and
General Ariel Sharon, appeared to be either

inept (Dayan) or im-
pulsive glory seekers
(Sharon). As the Egyptian
forces gathered on the
west bank of the Suez and
the Syrian forces prepared
for attack near the Golan
Heights, Dayan and
senior Israeli military com-
manders worked overtime
to explain away the Arab
buildups as merely mili-
tary exercises … anything
to prevent the political fall-
out and costs associated
with a call-up of reserves
on the eve of Yom Kippur.

“The Eve of Destruction” takes the reader
into Egypt’s war councils — often with
President Sadat actively involved — and
into the high-level meetings of Israeli
defense officials – some held with Prime
Minister Golda Meir to assure her that an
attack was unlikely. You feel as if events are
occurring as they are retold. You marvel as
the Israelis dismiss warning after warning,
even from their own staff. You want to whack
them upside the head and yell, “Wake up!”

“The Eve of Destruction” paints a broad
historical canvas of events but is replete
with compelling stories of heroic battlefield
encounters. As Israel tilts on the precipice
of destruction and nuclear-tipped missiles
are prepared for launch, a handful of
incredibly brave Israeli tank commanders
hold the line against impossible odds.

Avigdor Kahalani’s name will forever be
associated with the ferocious tank battle in
the “Valley of Tears.” Another soldier, Yossi,
previously made famous during the 1967
war, returned from his honeymoon in India
in time to lead a tank charge on the Golan
Heights that nearly took his life. Another
Israeli hero, Shmuli, was presumed killed and
placed in a stack of corpses until someone
saw his leg move. Fifteen days later, he woke
up saying, “Why? Why? Why?”

Israel was saved by its soldiers who,
bravely, refused to lose.

The Eve of Destruction, by Howard
Blum, is published by Harper Collins,

(c) 2003 by Howard Blum.

Truly Making a contribution
to the community by honoring
our veterans and Providing a
voice to the people of the
Merrimack Valley.

William Manzi,
 Mayor of Methuen

Congratulations to
The Valley Patriot

2nd Year Anniversary

Paid for by the Friends of Bill Manzi and not the taxpayers of Methuen
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If you would like to nominate a
veteran to be honored as a Valley
Patriot of the month, please call
us at (978) 557-5413 or email us
at ValleyPatriot@aol.com

Hero - Chief Petty Officer
Ed Mitchell, - From Page 1

Seniors and Veterans

The crew quickly determined that the
only way to fight the fire was to get the
Turtle back into the water. As young Petty
Officer 3rd class Ed Mitchell fought the fire
with a 4" fire hose, his crewmates sealed the
Turtle’s hatch, unfastened the tie-downs and
released the research sub off the stern of
the boat into the water. The sea quickly put
out the fire to the relief of all. Although the
Turtle was almost completely destroyed,
there were thankfully no injuries during the
harrowing ordeal.

The life of a submariner is filled with
challenges and dangers as these Navy elites
patrol the oceans of the world keeping the
U.S. safe from its enemies.

Ed Mitchell, Veterans Agent for North
Andover and Boxford, spent 18 years on
various submarines, much of it during the
cold war with the Soviet Union.

Ed grew up in Franklin, Mass. and
graduated from Tri-County Vocational
School in 1980. Ed had no real plans for the
future and when a buddy of his called and
said, “I’m picking up a case of beer and then
think I’ll go down and join the Navy. Want
to come?” Ed said, “Sure,” and that was the
start of his long career.

The Navy recruiter was a submariner and
talked the two of them into applying for
submarine school. The extra $135/month in
pay also seemed attractive to two young
single guys. After eight weeks of boot camp
at the Great Lakes Naval Training Center in
Illinois, the pair were sent to the U.S. Naval
Submarine School in Groton, Conn. Here
they were taught the fundamentals of
submarines, the basic operational systems,
safety and survival in emergencies. Part of
the training included a visit aboard an actual
submarine and, after that, Ed’s buddy
decided he wasn’t cut out for the close
quarters of submarine service. Ed was now
on his own.

Ed Mitchell’s first orders were to report
to the nuclear-powered USS Will Rogers, a
fleet ballistic missile submarine carrying 16
nuclear-tipped Poseidon missiles. These
subs are nicknamed “Boomers” and patrol
the seas to deter an enemy’s nuclear attack
on U.S. soil. Their main objective is to patrol
undetected from other navies.

The Will Rogers had two crews of about
120 men each. There was a Blue crew and a
Gold crew, and they alternated operating the
submarine at about 3-month intervals. Ed
was part of the Blue crew. This schedule
gives a crew 3-months of shore duty
between deployments, so that they can live
a somewhat normal life. While on patrol, the
sub would typically spend at least two
months at sea somewhere in the North
Atlantic. Ed went on four patrols with the

Will Rogers and recalls that at one point
they were submerged for 72 days.

Ed started off on the sub as a Seaman
Apprentice and, as was typical, was
assigned to galley duty. Here he worked 14
hours a day preparing food and keeping the
area clean. Next to fire, one of the worst fears
on board a sub is a sickness which could
disable an entire crew. Cleanliness was
paramount to safety.

Here Ed learned that one of the most
important components on a sub was the ice
cream machine. No sub would leave port
without a fully functioning ice cream
machine. “It’s critical for crew morale,” he
says. Although the machine only produced
vanilla, Ed decided to see what would
happen if he added coffee to the ingredients.

His coffee ice cream was a big hit and he
went on to try blueberry pie filling, orange
and chocolate to the crew’s delight.

During Ed’s assignment on the Will
Rogers, his first priority was to get his
“Dolphins.” This is a pin similar to the wings
that aviators earn, but is reserved for the
submarine service. It takes a year of hard
work and a lot of studying to have the
Dolphins pinned on your uniform.

Besides the galley work, Ed’s primary
battle station was as the Missile Com-
pensator. This required him to shift ballast
around the sub to keep it level while missiles
were being launched and seawater filling the
now empty tubes. A stable and level firing
platform is critical to the safe operation of a
submarine in missile launch mode.

After two years on the Will Rogers, Ed
was sent to San Diego and assigned to the
Turtle. This experimental deep dive
submarine was part of the Navy’s Submarine
Rescue Unit and had a crew of 13 specialists
that operated and supported the vessel. Its

major function was to search, locate and
recover disabled submarine sections.at
great depth. Ed and the crew practiced
constantly and also worked closely with
scientists exploring the ocean’s seafloor. Ed
is proud to report that his deepest dive was
9,994 feet. It’s safe to say that not many
people in the world have been that far below
the surface of the ocean.

After five years with the Turtle program,
Ed was assigned to shore duty at the Naval
Ocean Systems Center in San Diego where
he was responsible for six torpedo recovery
boats involved in torpedo research and
development. Although Ed had been
promoted several times during his career, it
was here that Ed decided he wanted to
become a Chief Petty Officer. As he
explained, there is an old saying, “The Chiefs
run the Navy.” The modern version is, “The
Chiefs make the Navy run.”

So Ed cut his shore duty short and in
1990 he returned to the East Coast where
he was assigned to the USS George C. Mar-
shall, another Boomer. After two primary
deterrent patrols, the submarine was order-
ed decommissioned as a result of military
cutbacks after the end of the cold war. The
sub was sent to Washington State to be
cut up and scrapped. Ed still has the original
nuclear missile launch trigger from the
Marshall as a souvenir from its active days.

It was during Ed’s duty on the George C.
Marshall that he was reacquainted with and
married North Andover native, Diana
Koebrick. As children, Diana and Ed had

USS Will Rogers

Turtle Deep Submergence Vehicle

Turtle on fire just
before being dumped

into the sea

spent summer vacations at their
grandparents’ cottages on Little Island Pond
in Pelham, N.H. They currently have two
daughters, Lauren, age 13, and Colleen, age
8, who also enjoy their summer vacations at
Little Island Pond.

Although now married, Ed’s active
submarine career was not over. He was
subsequently assigned to the nuclear-
powered USS Groton, a fast attack
submarine carrying high-tech torpedoes
and Tomahawk cruise missiles. The
Groton’s primary function was to shadow
Russian subs while undetected. Ed
remembers great ports of call all over the
Mediterranean, but one incident in Turkey
he will never forget.

 The Groton was tied up at the dock when
a sudden and violent storm erupted. The
waves were crashing over the hull and water
was washing into the forward hatch. Most
of the crew was out on liberty, but Ed and
the others on board knew they had to
immediately take the ship into deeper water
to keep it from being damaged. With only a
third of the crew, they quickly backed away
from the pier without even removing the
mooring lines. They now had ropes
dangling in the water, a skeleton crew and
an air purifying system that was down for
repairs. Until the storm passed, the Groton
spent the night circling in the harbor, in
reverse to prevent the ropes from
entanglement in the propeller, and on the
surface for fresh air. It was not pleasant.

After six months on board the Groton, Ed
was promoted to Chief Petty Officer. A year
and a half later, Ed was once again trans-
ferred to shore duty. This time he became
an instructor and curriculum developer at
the Navy’s Submarine School in Groton.

It was here that he had his back operated
on because of an old injury he had received
on the Turtle. He had two discs removed
and a spinal fusion. Several years later, when
it was time for Ed to go back on board a
submarine, the medical doctors told him his
sailing days were over. It was now 1998 and
Ed had 18 years of service in the Navy. He
could have stayed in for his 20 years with
shore duty, but Ed felt that it was time to
give some other deserving Navy officers an
opportunity and decided on early retirement.

After leaving the service, Ed had to have
another back operation. Finally, after a long
recovery, Ed was feeling better and felt he
could return to work. In 2000 he became the
Veterans Agent for North Andover and
Boxford. Chief Petty Officer Ed Mitchell,
thank you for your service and the many
years of sacrifices you made to keep our
country out of harm’s way.

Ed prepares
fresh abalone
for dinner
after a dive
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VFW POST #8349 - Ladies AuxilaryVFW POST #8349 - Ladies AuxilaryVFW POST #8349 - Ladies AuxilaryVFW POST #8349 - Ladies AuxilaryVFW POST #8349 - Ladies Auxilary

26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA

Sr. Patricks Day Dance
March 18th,  $8pp, 7pm

Penny Social, April 8th 5pm.
Raffles start at 6pm sharp.

Phone: (978) 682-4060   Fax: (978) 682-3234

Locally Owned and Family Operated

Farrah Funeral Home
Across from our Old Location

133 Lawrence St.

Lawrence, MA 01841

Louis Farrah, II
David Moynihan

(Manager)

Senior Moments
Seniors and Veterans

with Jim Cassidy

The Iwo Jima Memorial Statue
in Washington, D.C. is the
largest bronze statue in the
world. It depicts a defining
moment in the most famous
photograph in history — that of
six brave soldiers raising the
American flag at the top of a
rocky hill on the island of Iwo

Jima, Japan during WW II — where 7,000 of our boys were
killed in action.

This past fall I visited the magnificent WW II Memorial
(reported in The Valley Patriot, November 2005, The
Greatest Generation).  Afterwards, we wandered over to
that great statue in the early evening hours.  A young crowd
of students had gathered around a middle-aged man who
stood at the base of this towering monument.  A few of my
fellow WW II veterans stood in the rear in respectful silence
and listened to his riveting tale. The man was James Bradley
and he just happened to be in Washington to speak at the
memorial the following day.  He was there that night to say
goodnight to his dad, who had since passed away.  He was
just about to leave when he saw the school buses pull up,
so he stayed to speak to the students.

“My name is James Bradley and I’m from Antigo,
Wisconsin.  My dad is on that statue and I just wrote a
book called Flags of Our Fathers, which is number five on
the New York Times Best Seller List. It is the story of the six
boys you see behind me.

“Six boys raised the flag.  The first guy putting the pole
in the ground is Harlon Block.  Harlon was an all-state
football player.  He enlisted in the Marine Corps with all the
senior members of his football team.  They were off to play
another type of game.  A game called ’War.‘  But it didn’t
turn out to be a game.

“Harlon, at the age of 21, died with his intestines in his
hands.  I don’t say that to gross you out; I say that because
there are generals who stand in front of this statue and talk
about the glory of war.  You guys need to know that most of
the boys at Iwo Jima were 17, 18 and 19 years old.

(Pointing to the statue.) “You see this next guy? That’s
Rene Gagnon from New Hampshire.  If you took Rene’s
helmet off at the moment this photo was taken and looked
in the webbing of that helmet, you would find a photograph
... a photograph of his girlfriend. Rene put that in there for
protection because he was scared.  He was 18 years old.
Boys won the Battle of Iwo Jima. Boys, not old men.

“The next guy here, the third guy in this tableau, was
Sergeant Mike Strank.  He was the hero of all these guys.
They called him the ‘old man.’ He was already 24.  When
Mike would motivate his boys in training camp, he didn’t
say, ‘Let’s go kill some Japanese or let’s die for our country.’

He knew he was talking to little boys. Instead, he would
say, ‘You do what I say, and I’ll get you home to your
mothers.’

“The last guy on this side of the statue is Ira Hayes, a
Pima Indian from Arizona. Ira Hayes walked off Iwo Jima.
He went to the White House with my dad, and President
Truman told him, ‘You’re a hero.’  He told reporters, ‘How
can I feel like a hero when 250 of my buddies hit the island
with me and only 27 of us walked off alive?’ So, you take
your class at school, 250 of you spending a year together,
having fun, and doing everything together. Then all 250 of
you hit the beach, but only 27 of your classmates walk off
alive.  That was Ira Hayes. He continually had images of
horror in his mind. Ira Hayes died dead drunk, face down, at
the age of 32, ten years after this picture was taken.

“The next guy, going around the statue, is Franklin
Sousley from Hilltop, Kentucky.  A fun-loving, hillbilly boy.
His best friend who is now 80 told me, ‘Yeah, you know we
took two cows up on the porch of the Hilltop General Store.
Then we fed them epsom salts. They let loose all night.’
Yes, he was a fun-lovin’, hillbilly boy. Franklin died on Iwo
Jima at the age of 19.  When the telegram came to tell his
mother that he was dead, it went to the Hilltop General
Store.  A barefoot boy ran that telegram up to his mother’s
farm.  The neighbors could hear her scream all night and
into the morning.  The neighbors lived a quarter of a mile
away!

“The next guy as we continue to go around the statue is
my dad, John Bradley from Antigo, Wisconsin - where I
was raised. My dad lived until 1994, but he would never
give interviews.  When Walter Cronkite’s producers or the
New York Times would call, we were trained as little kids to
say, ‘No, I’m sorry sir, my dad’s not here.  He is in Canada
fishing. No, we don’t know when he is coming back.’  My
dad never fished or went to Canada.  Usually, he was sitting
right there at the table eating his Campbell’s soup. But we
had to tell the press that he was out fishing.  He didn’t want
to talk to them.  You see, my dad didn’t see himself as a
hero.  Everyone thinks these guys are heroes because they
are in a photo and on a monument.  My dad knew better.  He
was a medic.  John Bradley from Wisconsin was a caregiver.
At Iwo Jima he probably held over 200 boys as they died.
And when boys died at Iwo Jima, they writhed and screamed
in pain.

“When I was a little boy, my third-grade teacher told me
that my dad was a hero.  When I went home and told my
dad that, he looked at me and said, ‘I want you always to
remember that the heroes of Iwo Jima were the guys who
did not come back. Did NOT come back.’

“That’s the end of the story about six nice, young boys.
Three died on Iwo Jima and three came back as national

The Iwo Jima StatueThe Iwo Jima Statue
“They Were Just Boys”

Continued on Page 30

The US Marine Corps announced that the

following young men recently entered recruit

training at the US Marine Corps Recruit

Depot, Parris Island, S.C. While at recruit

training, these men will learn military cus-

toms and courtesies, first aid, and a variety

of military related subjects.  Marine Corps

Recruit Training is a rigorous, physically and

mentally demanding training period designed

to enhance raw talent and create the moral

discipline required of all Marines. After

graduating from Recruit Training, these men

will learn their military occupation specialty

at a formal school. The Valley Patriot

congratulates the following men:

M e r r i m a c k
Valley Recruits
for Marine Corps
Boot Camp

- Joshua Otero, Lawrence,
- Bobby Xavapy, Lowell

- Nicholas Lanteri, Dracut
- Daniel Wandell, Lowell

- Michael Collins, Tewksbury
- Jeffrey Pongphimkham, Lowell

- Kristofer Jenkins, Andover
- John Whaley, Wakefield

- Matthew Sybert, Georgetown

Disabled American Veterans

CHAPTER 2,
QUEEN CITY - Box 374, Lawrence, MA 01842

SHINE  REPRESENTATIVE  SPEAKS
AT MONTHLY MEETING

speaker for the Tuesday, April 4 , 2006
meeting will be:

SHINE representative Susan Cripps.  The event,
open to the public, will be held at 4 pm at the
American Legion Post, 280 Broadway, Methuen,
MA. Ms. Cripps will speak on the new Medicare
Part D program and will answer any questions.
Refreshments will be served after the meeting.
For further information please call Commander
Piazza at:  978.685.5832.
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By now, you have heard of VoteOnMarriage.org and its
goal of placing a constitutional amendment to define
marriage as a union between one man and one woman on
the ballot in 2008.  Supporters of the amendment and its
opponents have repeatedly spoken out on this topic and
the effect the amendment will have if it succeeds.  Recently,
you may have heard about allegations of fraud in signature
collecting and that the Attorney General’s office has opened
an investigation into the case.  As a spokesman for
VoteOnMarriage.org, I applaud this step.

When the fraud allegations first came to light several
months ago, VoteOnMarriage.org formally requested such
an investigation. We set out to run a clean, grass roots
driven campaign, and I believe that is precisely what we
did.  Nearly all of the signatures came directly from our
thousands of volunteers, who braved taunting, heckling,
insults and even physical assault as they collected
signatures in public places.

 I am proud of every one of our volunteers for conducting
themselves with dignity and discretion in the face of such
attacks.

Homosexual activists and their supporters have engaged
in a smear campaign from day one, eager to fight this battle
in the media instead of in the voting booth.  Even before
the signature collection began, they vowed to accuse us of
fraud.  No one was surprised when they proceeded to do
so as soon as the signature drive began.

This is utterly consistent with their strategy to take the
power out of the hands of voters and let activist judges
decide what is best for the Commonwealth.  Over 170,000
citizens - the greatest number of signatures in
Massachusetts history - signed the petition to tell
legislators that they want to vote on the definition of
marriage … only to have homosexual marriage advocates
take the battle back into court with a lawsuit alleging that
VoteOnMarriage.org’s amendment should never have been
certified by the Attorney General.

The reason for this is clear: no state, when given the
chance to vote, has ever approved homosexual marriage.
All nineteen states that have ratified marriage amendments
have done so by an average of 72%, an overwhelming
mandate in any election. Homosexual marriage advocates
know the numbers are not in their favor if this amendment
goes to the voters, so they are attacking something we in
Massachusetts, the birthplace of liberty, hold especially
dear - our right to vote.

VoteOnMarriage.org has already begun work on the next
phase of the amendment process. In order to go before
you, the voters, it must first be approved by at least one
quarter of our legislature in two consecutive Constitutional
Conventions.

The legislators who must vote on and approve this
amendment are the same ones that you voted into office,
and now they need to hear from you. We are organizing a
grass roots campaign designed to remind legislators that
their constituents care about marriage and want to vote on
it.

Five years ago when then Senate President Tom
Birmingham illegally closed the Convention before voting
on a similar marriage amendment, it cost him his gubernatorial
ambitions. Our current legislative leadership has repeatedly
stated that they are committed to the constitutional process,
which in this case requires them to bring our amendment to
the floor and give it a fair, up-or-down vote. We will accept
nothing less than our legal right to have this amendment
brought to a vote in the legislature.  Anything else is illegal,
obstructionist politics that neither we nor the voters of
Massachusetts should tolerate.

Massachusetts has one of the most difficult, extended
processes by which a citizen-initiated amendment can reach
the ballot. Other states which start this process after we did
will have their amendments voted on and in place long
before we have finished. If we are ever to see this amendment
reach our ballots in 2008, we must keep pressure on the
legislature. By law, the Constitutional Convention must take
place sometime between May 10 and July 31.  Now is the
time for you to call your legislators and remind them why
they are in office.  Whether or not they support the
amendment, no matter how they would cast their own vote
in 2008, they have a responsibility to give this amendment
fair process.

LET THE PEOPLE VOTE!

Paul Murano

Our ace-reporter Hanna asked her
rabbi three questions about God,

to which she did not feel she got
a satisfactory answer. So she

wrote to The Valley Patriot's
resident theologian, Paul
Murano.

#1) Who Created God?
#2) Why do People Die? and
#3) How could Sarah Have a
baby at the age of 90?

Hanna exemplifies what it
means to be a human person.  Being truly human includes
seeking to understand causes, meaning, the purpose of
our existence, and the answer to our eternal destiny.
Unfortunately, too many adults stop asking the important
questions after acquiring a cynicism that all too often
accompanies adolescence and adulthood in modern times.

 The first two questions asked by Hanna are challenges
to the basic axiom of human reason, the law of non-
contradiction.  These relate to God’s being (in Ques. 1)
and God’s nature (in Ques. 2) - the what and why of
ultimate reality, respectively.

Who Created God?

Good question, Hanna.  It’s probably the number one
question children ask relating to religion.  It usually takes
on this form: If God created everything, who created God?

The trick to understanding this lies in the name God
gives Himself in the third chapter of Exodus: “I Am.”  When
encountering God in the burning bush Moses humbly
asks God for His name so he can tell his people whom he
encountered. God responds with, “Tell them ‘I Am’ sent
you.”

This self-descriptive divine name, Yahweh in Hebrew,
makes clear that God is both personal (I) and eternal (Am).
God is not “I Was” nor is he “I Will Be.”  The divine name
denotes that God has no past or future, no change.  He
simply “Is.”

Another way of saying this is that God lives in the
“eternal now.”  How can this be, since everything has a
past, present and future?  Everything created does.  But
God is Creator.  All things in the created universe are in
space and travel through time; and the measurement of
the motion of matter in space is time.

Here’s what we have to ponder: the book of Genesis
states that God created the entire universe out of nothing;
He created all matter, space and time.  So how can the One
who created time be subjected to it?

And if God is outside of time, if He is greater than time,
how can He have a beginning or end?  Being pure eternal
Spirit, God does not grow or change, and because He
transcends the universe He created, including its
constituent element of time, He has no beginning and no
end.  He simply always Is.

Why Do People Die?

Another very good and important question.  Perhaps
the most asked question in the history of humanity, it often
takes this form: If God is all good and all powerful, why is
there suffering and death in the world?

While science continues to struggle with defining death
as either heart/respiratory cessation, whole brain death or
partial brain death, theology defines it as the separation
of soul from body.

Precisely when this occurs is for the realm of science,
but that it occurs is the realm of theology.  As the bible
attests, human beings are ensouled bodies that are not
meant to die. With God’s supernatural life (grace) offered
to man in the garden, soul and body were not meant to
separate.  Although man’s physiological component on
its own is subject to death like the other animals, the special
gift of eternal life offered to original humanity symbolized
in the tree of life was to enable the spirit to continuously
renew the body, creating immortality.

Genesis tells us that God created mankind to be perfectly
happy in Paradise with neither suffering nor death. Many
religious traditions call this Original Justice, which was all
tainted by Original Sin.

God gave the first humans everything they needed for
perfect happiness, and if you read the Adam & Eve story
carefully, you will see that within the garden paradise only

Answering Children's Questions about God
Religion

two trees were explicitly named: the tree of Life (which
offered man immortality) and the tree of the knowledge of
good & evil (which had with it the penalty of death).

As it would be made more explicitly clear later in the bible,
God offered man the op-tions of life and death, and
commanded them to choose life.One thing the Eden story
illus-trates is that union with God is the source of happiness
and wholeness, and sin breaks that union. Without sin the
mind would know the truth, the will would choose the good,
and hence the human person would always act according
to the true and the good creating a continuous paradise on
earth.

Eden was meant for everyone.  Without sin there would
have been no ignorance or weakness, and no suffering or
death.  Sound like a good deal?

Only perfection would make sense coming from the
creative hand of the all-good God.  However, there’s a
caveat.  God didn’t make us robots or brute animals, but in
His own image as persons.  This comes with the freedom to
choose either good or evil and consequently life or death.

The book of Wisdom states, “The wages of sin is death,”
and St. Paul in Romans states, “Through one person (Adam)
sin entered the world, and through sin, death” (Rom 5:12).
In making the choice to eat the forbidden fruit, a direct
violation of God’s command, Adam & Eve “fell” from God’s
friendship and grace.

By breaking this primordial relationship with God, the
entire chain of truth and life became broken in each link:
man and God become separated as man hides from His
presence (Gn 3:10), man and woman no longer have a
relationship of full trust and respect, but one of domination
and lust (Gn 3:7, 12, 13, 16), man in himself becomes broken
(3:16, 19; 4:8), and the relationship between man and creation
becomes strained (Gn 3:17-19).

Not only is the world no longer a paradise, but with this
original breakage came the ultimate penalty God had warned
against: You are free to eat from any of the trees in the
garden except the tree of knowledge of good & evil.  From
that tree you shall not eat; the moment you eat from it you
are surely doomed to die (Gn 2:16-17).”

Because the first parents failed the ultimate test of love,
human nature became tainted, imbalanced, and subjected
to death, spiritual and physical.  We all share in this tainted
human nature by inheriting it, for the human nature of all
humanity was literally in our first parents as our
representatives on earth.

All the genetic material that was to be used to populate
the earth has its genesis in these two.  In this sense we are
all “in” Adam & Eve as they fall.  Even science seems to
confirm the point that we all descended from an original
human pair, whether God created them immediately or
through a slow evolutionary process.  According to
Scripture, death wasn’t in God’s original plan for man, but
through man’s free will and choice to reject God’s law, we
now all suffer and die.

The bottom line is: God did not create death but permits
it as a consequence and penalty for our sin.  But death
does not have the final word in this great saga of life.  God
in His infinite mercy promised a Savior to rescue mankind
from its self-imposed mortal condition.  Jews are still waiting
for him while Christians believe Him to be Jesus.

How could Sarah have a baby at 90 years old?

You are referring here to Genesis 17:17, where God
provides the miracle of conception and childbirth to
Abraham’s wife Sarah who is clearly too old to have
children.

This one we’ll just have to chalk up to God’s divine
intervention.  Christians will see this as a precursor and
foreshadowing of a greater miracle that would happen to
the Virgin Mary.  In the bible, God’s covenant was transferred
from Abraham to his son, Isaac, to whom Sarah gave birth,
as the new covenant was transferred from God to His Son,
Jesus, to whom Mary gave birth.

This typological parallel between Isaac and Jesus
continues with father Abraham being called to sacrifice His
beloved son Isaac.

Paul Murano teaches theology and
philosophy at Assumption College and
Northshore Community College.  You can E-
mail Paul at PJDM@aol.com

Kris Mineau, Mass. Family Inst.
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Puzzle by websudoku.com

157 So. Broadway, Lawrence, MA 01843

LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIALLUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL

$10.00$10.00 Up to 5 qts. of Oil 10W30
OFF

(978) 687-1155

Major Credit Cards and Personal
Checks Accepted

OPEN
Mon. - Fri.  7:30 - 5:00

Wheel Wheel AlignmentAlignment
$10.00$10.00 4 Wheel Alignment Extra

OFF
WWWe Doe Doe Do

InspectionInspectionInspection
 SSStickers!tickers!tickers!

   AAA
Approved Auto Repair

SU|DO|KU

Fill in the squares so
that each row, column
and 3x3 square box
contain the numbers 1
through 9. Each number
appears in each row,
column and 3x3 box only
once.

Answers next monthEASY
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First They Came for Israel...
Dennis Prager

In 1945, the anti-Nazi
German pastor Martin
Niemoller wrote the
following:

“First they came for
the Communists, and I
didn’t speak up

because I wasn’t a Communist. Then they
came for the Jews, and I didn’t speak up
because I wasn’t a Jew. Then they came for
the Catholics, and I didn’t speak up, because
I was a Protestant. Then they came for me,
and by that time there was no one left to
speak up for me.”

This famous statement can be updated
for Europeans:

First they came for Israel, and we didn’t
speak up because we weren’t Jews. Then
they came for Lebanon’s Christians, and we
didn’t speak up because we weren’t
Maronites.

Then they came for America, and we
didn’t speak up because we weren’t
Americans.

Then they came for Sudan’s blacks, and
we didn’t speak up because we weren’t
Sudanese blacks. Then they came for us,
and by that time there was no one left to
speak up for us.

As long as Muslim demonstrators only
shouted “Death to America” and “Death to
Israel,” Europe (and the rest of the world’s
Left) found reasons either to ignore the
Nazi-like evil inherent in those chants (and
the homicidal actions that flowed from them)
or to blame America and Israel for the hatred.

But like the earlier Nazis, our generation’s
fascists hate anything good, not merely
Jews and Americans.

And now the Damascus embassy of
Norway, a leading anti-Israel “peace at any
price” country, has been torched. And more
and more Norwegians, and Brits, and
French, and Dutch, and Swedes, and the rest
of the European
appeasers who
blamed America for 9-
11 and blamed Israel
for Palestinian
suicide bombings, are
beginning to wonder
whether there just
might be something
morally troubling
within the Islamic
world.

Some on the Left
here and in Europe are beginning to reassess
whether America and Israel or their Islamic
enemies are at fault.

The fact that major newspapers in most
Western European countries published
some or all of the cartoons that triggered
the riots against Denmark, the country in
which the offending cartoons of
Muhammad first appeared, was a statement
that at least some in Europe have had it with
appeasement of Islamic violence.

And here in America, a left-of-center
columnist for the Los Angeles Times, Tim
Rutten, just wrote: “It’s no longer possible
to overlook the culture of intolerance, hatred

Which casts Islam in a
worse light — political
cartoons depicting
Muhammad, or Muslims
who murder innocents
around the world in the
name Allah and Islam?

Dennis Prager is a nationaly syndicated
radio talk show host, author, and
syndicated columnist. To find out more
about Dennis Prager and read features
by other Creators Syndicate writers and
cartoonists, visit the Creators Syndicate
web page at www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2006 CREATORS
SYNDICATE INC.

and xenophobia that permeates the Islamic
world.”

As it happens, I have sympathy with the
notion that newspapers and others need to
be sensitive to religious, including Muslim,
sensibilities. However, when Muslim
governments and religious spokesmen
attack the West for its insensitivity to

Muslims and its anti-
Muslim prejudice, one
has entered the
Twilight Zone.
Because nowhere in
the world is there
anywhere near the
religious bigotry and
sheer hatred of other
religions that exists in
the Muslim world.

Christians nearly
everywhere in the

Arab and Muslim worlds are usually second-
class citizens at best and terribly treated at
worst.

The Taliban Islamic regime in Afghanistan
blew up the unique Buddhist sculptures in
their country because they didn’t want even
a trace of a non-monotheistic faith to survive
in an Islamic country.

About a million non-Arab and non-
Muslim men, women and children have been
slaughtered by the Islamic regime in Sudan.

Nigerian Christians are periodically
murdered by Islamic mobs.

And regarding Jews, Andrew Sullivan
writes in this week’s Time: “The Arab media

run cartoons depicting Jews and the
symbols of the Jewish faith with imagery
indistinguishable from that used in the Third
Reich.”

As for the riots and Islamic government
protests, one question needs to be posed
to these people: Which casts Islam in a
worse light — political cartoons depicting
Muhammad, or Muslims who murder
innocents around the world in the name
Allah and Islam?

Did any Jews riot when the Los Angeles
Times published a cartoon of the holiest site
in Judaism, the Western Wall, with its stones
reconfigured to spell “hate”?

Did any Christians riot when museums
displayed “Piss Christ,” a crucifix
submerged in artist Andres Serrano’s urine?

What we have is a culture largely based
on saving face and honor juxtaposed with a
Judeo-Christian Western culture largely
based on saving liberty and innocent life.

All of us, Muslim and non-Muslim alike,
should pray that the better one wins.

HARD

National
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The School Board of N. Andover has given permission to
dedicate the Track and Field facilities behind the new high
school to the six North Andover residents who were killed in
action or died from their wounds while serving in Vietnam.

SP4 Michael J. Byron, USA
LCPL Gregory C. Davis, USMC

SGT Michael R. Dunn, USA
SP4 James P. English, USA

LTJG Richard F. Gorham, USN
LCPL James A. St. Cyr, USMC

DONATIONS NEEDED to honor
Vietnam Veterans from N. Andover

Donation checks can made out to Vietnam Fallen Heroes
Memorial and mailed to: North Andover Patriotic Observance
Committee - 120 Main Street - North Andover, MA 01845 - For
more information contact Veterans Service Officer Ed Mitchell
at (978) 688 - 9525.

Jim is Vice-Commander of
American Legion Post #219. He
served as a combat infantryman
in WWII, fighting in France and
Germany with the 70th Infantry
Division. Jim Cassidy was awarded
the Bronze Star for his service in
World War II. You can email him
with questions or comments at:
Cassperryst@aol.com

heroes.  Overall, 7,000 boys died on Iwo Jima
in the worst battle in the history of the
Marine Corps.

“My voice is giving out, so I will end here.
Thank you for your time,” ... and he quietly
walked away.

Suddenly, the monument wasn’t just a big
old piece of metal with a flag sticking out of
the top. It came to life before our eyes, with
the heartfelt words of a son who did indeed
have a father who was a hero.  Maybe not a
hero for the reasons most people would
believe, but a hero nonetheless. We need to
remember that God created this vast and
glorious world for us to live in, freely, but
also at a great cost.  Let us never forget that

from the Revolutionary War to the current
War on Terrorism - and all the wars in
between - great sacrifices were made for our
freedom.God bless and protect our military
and their families, and God Bless America.

Editorial Note: February 17th marked the
61st anniversary of the Battle of Iwo Jima.

IWO JIMA
Continued from Page 23
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Lawrence Redevelopment Authority

Trailor

for

Sale

Holiday Ramble, 1997, sleeps 4,
30 feet fully appliance, gd condition

Please Call Diana: home 978 - 685 - 6829

          cell 978 - 397-6679

Qualifications:

Must be Lawrence Resident,

(Knowledge of Planning Preferred)

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.
or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for the

Deadline: All applications must be received by close of business
(4:30 pm) on Tuesday, March  21, 2006

(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858

Board Vacancy

Qualifications:

Must be Lawrence Resident,

(Knowledge of the Redevelopment Authority Preferred)

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.

or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for the

Deadline: All applications must be received by close of business
(4:30 pm) on Tuesday, March  21, 2006

(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858

Board Vacancy

Lawrence Planning Board

Qualifications:

Must be Lawrence Resident,

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.
or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for the

Deadline: All applications must be received by close of business
(4:30 pm) on Tuesday, March  21, 2006

(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858(978) 794- 5858

Board Vacancy

Human Rights Commission
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390 Pleasant St. (route 60)
 Malden MA

(781) 324-6888 (978) 739-8429

26 Locust St. (route 35)
Danvers, (2nd Floor)

PleasPleasPleasPleasPlease call for an ape call for an ape call for an ape call for an ape call for an appointmentpointmentpointmentpointmentpointment

For men & women:
 back, neck & shoulder pain relieved

Accupressure, amno, muscle relaxation,
foot reflexology, & natural healing

Chinese Traditional TUINA
Therapeutic

Paula Porten
Attorney-at-Law

Reasonable Rates - Call for an Appointment
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(978) 686 - 1821
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Office: 978-686-1464
Fax: 978-686-1464
James.Moore@rs.af.mil

JAMES F. MOORE
Staff Sergeant, USAF
Air Force Recruiter

AIRFORCE.COM

Air Force Recruiting Office
160 Winnthrop Ave
StadiumPlaza
Lawrence, MA 01843-3840

Dennis J. Hamel, D.C., C.S.C.S.

Chiropractic Physician

Certified Strength and Conditioning Specialist

493 Essex St.

Lawrence, MA 01840

(978) 686-7111

93 Washington St.

Haverhill MA 01832

(978) 374-0700

US Navy Recruiting
160 Winthrop Ave
Lawrence, MA 01843

(978) 686-0364/Fax: 9978) 686-8316
Cell: (617) 721-0078
1-866-NAV-RECR
1-866-628-7327
E-Mail: 10228000@CNRC.NAVY.MIL 1-800-USA-NAVY www.navy.com

J.R. Montoya E-5/EM2, US Navy
Navy Recruiter

Advertise Your

Business Card Here
Call Paula at (978) 557-5413

for $38.00

lou999@earthlink.net
www.fatherhoodcoalition.org

603 - 320 - 5467

39 Court St.
Groton MA 01450

Merrimack Valley Fatherhood Coalition

Emotional and Legal Help for Men

Lou Dias

Chapter Secretary

Helping you care for yours, the way
we care for ours...

New England

Psychological Consultants

45 Merrimack St., 5th Fl., Ste. 502

Lowell, MA 01853

Phone: 978-452-7038

Call for Rates

Pediatric, Adult and Geriatric
Neuropsychological and

Psychological Assessment

...WHEN YOU NEED A HELPING HAND

Everybody hurts sometimes ...

Understanding your own, your child's, loved

one's, or elderly's needs can often be confusing.

It's okay to reach out for help. We're here

to help you through these times with

Individual, Family, Group therapy or

Assessment

Dr. Guzman




