
When Methuen native Jim Sergio-
Wareing found himself on disability after
working for years at Malden Mills, he says
that he wanted to do something
constructive with his time. At first, Wareing
began to buy flags and “welcome home”
banners, hanging them on highway
overpasses to greet local military
servicemen and women returning home.

“The displays got quite a bit of
attention,” Wareing said. “The troops
certainly seemed to appreciate it and that
was all I really wanted to accomplish.”

“I grew up during the Viet-Nam era and
it broke my heart to see how our soldiers
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NORTH  ANDOVER- An electrical short
circuit had forced early termination of the
dive of the Navy’s Deep Submergence
Research Vehicle, Turtle. As the Turtle
returned to its support ship and was
loaded on board, the electrical problem
turned into a raging fire that threatened
the sub, the support ship and the entire
crew.

The fire was dangerously close to
several tanks of a flammable ballast liquid
and was also approaching the sub’s
batteries where hydrogen was present. If
the fire reached either of these areas, the
resulting explosion would have sunk both
vessels and killed all aboard.
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Friday Fish Girl: Page 19

Looking for fish on
Fridays during Lent? See
Angie at Carleen's Coffee
Shoppe on South Broad-
way in Lawrence.

Tom Duggan

While suburban cities and towns like
North Andover are cutting their teaching
staff and eliminating art and music programs
due to lack of funding, the Lawrence School
Committee has chosen to use its state
education dollars for out of state travel
conferences (to the tune of $4,000) and an
inauguration party (to the tune of $2,000).

The inaugural party was attended to by
more than 250 people and held at Sal’s Pizza
after Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan (chair-
man of the School Committee) was sworn in
at the South Lawrence East School for his
second term. Members of the Lawrence City
Council, School Committee and the Greater

Continued on Page 12

“There was nothing that evening
(at Sal’s Pizza) that had anything to
do with education. There was
nothing that evening that had
anything to do with the mission of
this school system... I do not want
to be stuck with their bill.”

- Amy McGovern
Lawrence School Committee

were treated. It should have been different.
They should have been treated so much
better and I want to make sure the men and
women who are risking their lives to protect
us here at home are treated with the dignity,
respect and gratitude they deserve.”

Wareing began to hold food drives in the
local schools and malls around the
Merrimack Valley, sending care packages
directly to local men and women serving in
Iraq and Afghanistan. Spending more than
$10,000 of his own money, Wareing
packaged the food and other items himself,

Continued on Page 10
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Valley Patriot
*Editorial*

OPINIONS

Freedom Deserves More
than Lip Service

y

o

e
y
e

The people of the Arab world declared war on freedom and all
who defend it when they committed violence around the globe in
response to political cartoons depicting their prophet Muhammad.
Some even in a flattering light.

They now believe that Islamic law, always reserved exclusively
for those who follow Islam, should be forced upon the infidels of
the rest of the world. This quest for world domination by Muslims
is no less of a threat than the Nazis were in the early part of the last
century.

Yet, few in the United States have stood on the side of freedom
(such as the Philadelphia Enquirer) and published the cartoons,
while the vast majority of news outlets condemned the violent
actions of mainstream Arabs in the Middle East using only words.

So, last month, The Valley Patriot decided to take a stand and
published the first of 12 political cartoons depicting the Islamic
prophet Muhammad as a show of unity with the Danes and defiance
against the Islamo-Fascists who would force their 7th century
barbaric oppression on the rest of the world.

And, while we didn’t expect any praise, we certainly expected at
least ONE other local newspaper to follow our lead in support of
free speech. So far, none have. You see, if only a handful of papers
print the cartoons, we will surely be a target someday. But if every
paper prints the cartoons, it would be impossible to target us all.

Though we should have known better, we were shocked to see
that Eagle~Tribune editor Bill Ketter took the coward’s way out and
actually used the phrase “religious sensitivity” in his explanation
for why they refuse to publish cartoons the whole world is talking
about.

We find it pathetic, to say the least, that the Tribune and other so-
called defenders of free speech would pay lip service to supporting
the Danish cartoonists while refusing to print the actual cartoons,
depriving the public of information they surely deserve to have.

We believe the public has the right to see all of these cartoons.
We also believe that any American newspaper worth reading has
an obligation to print them and stand against the tyrants of Islam
who want the world on their knees in fear of retribution.

So, this month we proudly print another cartoon (above right) in
the hopes that other Merrimack Valley news outlets will follow our
lead.

If we here in the Valley are so frightened of terrorist retribution
that we refrain from printing the truth, the WHOLE truth, then the
terrorists have won a major battle against freedom.

We want to urge our colleagues at Siglo 21, El Planeta, Latino
News, El Vocera, the North Andover Citizen, the Andover Townsman,
the Haverhill Gazette, El Mundo and others in the Valley to put
aside partisan politics and be Americans first, then journalists,
Democrats, Republicans and independents second.

Print the cartoons and stand up against the 21st century Nazis who
want us to fear them. Only then will we truly be walking the walk
when it comes to free speech.

To the Editor:

The debate about placing children with
extreme medical or psychiatric needs, who
have been removed from their families or
come from failed families in residential
placement or in the community is not new.

As Judge Ponsor so recently held, the
mental health services available for such
children in Massachusetts, through
MassHealth, are woefully inadequate.

Further, the harm from placing children
with major medical needs, in which category
I include major mental illness such as
psychosis, or neurological disorders, such
as temporal lobe epilepsy in situations
without sufficient services and supports
could be tragic. I can give two examples from
my practice.

Two sisters were received from New York
State, where their parents rights had been
terminated. They were placed with a well-
meaning family of the same ethnic
background. The adoption disrupted when
the adopted girls sexually abused the
couple’s biological daughter. The adoptive
parents, in this disrupted adoption, were
never told either that both their adopted
daughters had been sexually abused, nor
that their biological mother suffered from
both a major mental illness involving
psychosis, and severe cognitive limitations.

The adoptive parents in this sad case
received no training, and no respite in these
issues and descended into corporal
punishment, and the filing of a 51A against
them.

The disruption of this adoption after
several years has severely scared both these
girls. I know. I have been their attorney now
for seven years. And without residential
placements, neither of these girls, now
teenagers, could have been stabilized
following a community placement that failed
because of lack of training, lack of support,
and a failure to provide the intensive
services that adoptive family needed.

In another case, a single parent
approached DSS, seeking mental health
services for their child. The child, angry
because the parent had remarried, accused
the parent of abuse. Rather then providing
services to the family, the child was removed,

and a termination was sought. The single
parent continued to request mental health
services for the child.

When, instead, DSS demanded that the
parent obtain a psychological evaluation,
batterer’s treatment, and a page-long list of
tasks, the parent voluntarily surrendered
their parental rights. I was later told as
appellate counsel that this working class
parent could not do all these things and stay
employed, and that the real need was mental
health services for the child. By the time this
case was on appeal, this child had stolen
from several foster homes, and was parts
unknown.

The explosive behaviors for which the
parent had sought help were borne out by
the child’s behavior; no help was ever
received by the parent nor was “in home
counseling” offered or available, or respite,
or anything other than a list of tasks for this
struggling single parent.

My concern is that despite the positive
rhetoric about the new DSS model, it
may be more about saving money then
helping families and children. It is
too easy to blame difficult behavior in a child
on the parent. However,
Autism, temporal lobe epilepsy due to birth
injury, Asperger Syndrome,
schizophrenia, are NOT caused by parents.
Parents need respite care for
children with these conditions to avoid
family burnout, therapists who will
come to the home, prompt and competent
diagnostic testing, and residential
placements at certain critical times.

Absent a major change in the services
available and how these services are
delivered, this initiative is dangerously
simplistic. I am concerned that the most
vulnerable children, who cannot protect
themselves, will the ones to pay the price of
the current DSS initiative. I do not see
evidence of greater availability of
therapeutic support, parental or caregiver
respite care, or diagnostic services.

Deborah Sirotkin Butler, Esq.
Arlington,  Mass

Deborah Sirotkin is a Child Welfare
Attorney & Certified Guardian Ad  Litem for
Education, Medication &Placement

Victory in Iraq means a safer

America!

Letters

Support the Troops -

  SupporT  the  Mission
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Mike Adams is a criminology
professor at the University of
North Carolina, Wilmington and is
a regular columnist for
creators.com. You can read his
columns on www.dradams.org or
www.creators.com (Copyright ©

2006 www.DrAdams.com)

The Queer Muhammad:
an Experiment in Tolerance

The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article
submissions from elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average
citizens, and newsmakers. Though we may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions,
our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to receive important information from those
who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing" policy employed by most
newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published without
the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or article for
The Valley Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com

Our Voice is Your Voice
OPINIONS

Thinking Outside
the Box!
Dr. Charles Ormsby

Animal Farm

Continued on Page 9

Hey Meester! Want a Rolex, Cheeep?
Dear NEA

(National Endow-
ment for the Arts)
Chairman Dana
Gioia:

I write to you
today, not with a
request, but with a
demand. I’ve been
sitting back

patiently while the NEA has been promoting
anti-Christian “art” for a number of years.
In fact, one could say that I have been
supporting it, too, given that my tax dollars
have been spent on this garbage.

And maybe I’ve been supporting it in
another way by refusing to write you to
express my frustration. That is, until now.

In the spirit of the “separation of church
and state,” my demand is that you commis-
sion a painting – fully funded with tax dollars
– that has one intention and one intention
only: To offend Muslims everywhere.

This new painting will help the NEA avoid
any accusations of state sponsorship of
religion by insulting some religion other than
Christianity. In the past, you’ve supported
the “Piss Christ” and the “Elephant Dung
Mary.” Now, I’m asking you to fund the
“Queer Muhammad.”

For this painting, I want artists to put the
Prophet Muhammad in a pink bathrobe. I
also want him holding a little toy poodle.
Finally, I would like you to feature him read-
ing a copy of “Playgirl” magazine. If you
want to get daring, you can also feature him
French-kissing Salmon Rushdie. Better yet,
feature him French-kissing Jacques Chirac.

Regardless of the precise form it takes, I
want five million reproductions of the “Queer
Muhammad” in poster form. It may sound
like a large order for a first printing. But here’s
what I intend to do with them:

First, I’m going to staple a “Queer
Muhammad” on the door of Barbara
Streisand. She’s been a real pain in the ass
throughout this whole War on Terror. I want
to see whether she gains some respect for
George W. Bush after Islamic fascists torch
her Southern California estate – all for
expecting adherents to the “religion of
peace” to be as tolerant of homosexuality
as Hollywood liberals.

And, then, I’m heading to the Upper West
Side to place a “Queer Muhammad” on the
door of Michael Moore. That fat joker will
be begging Charlton Heston for a gun by
the time the New York City Muslims throw
their first Molotov cocktail.

Next, we’re off to Colorado to the home
of Ward Churchill. After I place a “Queer
Muhammad” on his home, I’ll put one on
his office door at the university. And, while
I’m at it, I’ll hit the office doors of every
anti-war professor in America.

I also plan to visit all those professors
who have “Darwin fish” on their university
office doors. For years, they’ve been
desecrating a sacred Christian symbol with
impunity. Come to think of it, many have
been desecrating an Old Testament religious
symbol by using rainbows as a backdrop
for those “celebrate diversity” bumper
stickers. When they place those on their
office doors, they do more than just promote

acceptance of sodomy. They ridicule a
covenant between God and Noah.

Maybe after the Muslim Student
Associations begin ripping down the
“Queer Muhammad” posters – always
leaving the Darwin fish intact - some of these
professors will begin to realize that white
Christian heterosexual males really aren’t so
bad after all. And maybe some will realize
that young Muslim males are the most
dangerous demographic group on the face
of the planet.

But the professors and the movie stars
won’t be the only ones included in my little
experiment in tolerance and diversity. I want
to make sure to include members of the gay
community, too. That’s why the “Queer
Muhammad” will be posted on the door of
every gay bar in San Francisco.

Under my plan, when California Muslims
attack these businesses, the gay political
lobby will finally have some use for
politically correct and seldom-used “hate
crimes” legislation. It will also give that large
segment of the gay population – the ones
who always need something to whine about
– something legitimate to whine about. And
it will give Christians a break from the gay
mission to invade and pervert the Christian
clergy.

That will leave me with about four million
“Queer Muhammad” posters for the most
ambitious aspect of my plan. This involves
hanging posters on the doors of every active
member of the National Rifle Association.
When the Islamic fascists begin hurling
stones at the houses of NRA members,
many of my brothers (and sisters)-in-arms
will start heading for the nearest gun safe. I
know I will.

Maybe a few of these violent Muslims
will survive their attack on the First
Amendment, after it is thwarted by the
Second Amendment. If so, I have a special
plan for the Islamic fascist survivors. This
plan was inspired by my realization that so
many members of the anti-war movement are
also members of the pro-gay movement. Here
it is, in all its leftist-inspired brilliance:

NRA members whose homes were attack-
ed will all petition local Democratic prose-
cutors, the media, and even their Democratic
legislators to charge the fascists with hate
crimes for attacking the image of the “Queer
Muhammad.” This will draw a line in the sand
for these Democrats. Will they side with the
Muslims against the gays? Or will they side
with the gays against the Muslims?

If things work according to my plan, we
will be able to kill off a lot of these Muslim
terrorists and simply claim self-defense.
Even better, we’ll cause significant division
and strife among the American Left. After it
all goes down, I’ll head to my refrigerator
instead of my gun safe.

Then I’ll drink a nice, cold Carlsberg.
Bottled and brewed by our allies in Denmark.

2006 Valley Patriot Ad Rates2006 Valley Patriot Ad Rates

Color Pages add $100.00 -
Insert costs: $85 per thousand if supplied by
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Half Page $309.00
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If something is too good to be true, it
probably is. If you walk the streets of New
York City or Tijuana, eventually you will be
approached by a street vendor offering you
a Rolex or a Patek Philippe for $20. You see
the shiny watches dangling from the inside
of his coat, but you weren’t born yesterday.
So you just smile and say, “No, thank you.”

So why is it, when politicians promise us
“free education” or “free medical care,”
some of us cheer and line up to be shorn
like a bunch of clueless sheep? Maybe, it is
because some of our fellow humans share
more genetic material with Mrs. Wooly than
we would care to admit.

Those with slightly more intelligence know
that the promised free education or free
medical care will not really be free. These
perceptive folks realize that government-
dispensed education or healthcare isn’t
exactly free because the government is
actually paying for it. Unfortunately, at this
slightly higher level of intelligence, such
insight amounts to a distinction without a
difference. As Mr. Surefoot says, “Hey, I’ll
take it and why not? I’m not paying for it!”

If you think I am insulting some of our
fellow citizens, you are only partially correct.
Yes, Mrs. Wooly and Mr. Surefoot are not
too bright, but they don’t mean any harm.
They don’t realize that they are being offered
stolen goods by politicians in return for their
vote, so they feel no guilt. Dimwitted
ignorance ensures innocence.

But most of our citizenry are more intel-
ligent than Mrs. Wooly and Mr. Surefoot.
Many realize that someone has to pay for
the services they are given, but they don’t
think anyone minds paying because, heck,
they need the help. They may be slightly
more aware, but they are still dominated by
a childlike state of blissful ignorance. They
think society owes it to them to make sure
their needs are fulfilled. Their IQs are still in

the low double digits, but often their
innocence is endearing. Like Baby Chimpy,
they are thankful that a mommy society
makes sure their needs are met.

Eventually, baby chimps grow up and in
the process they lose their innocence. They
still want to have the “free” services, but
now they see that they must conspire with
others to justify their demands. Greed
begins to take over. Government can be
used to steal … you just can’t call it that.

Of course, greed is not a very flattering
characteristic, so it must be covered up with
charitable accoutrements. Theft is justified
in order to help the poor, to help the less
fortunate, to help the disabled, or just
because “It’s for the children.”

You can usually tell when it really is for
the children. Suggest that something be
done that really helps the children which is
not beneficial to Mr. or Mrs. Greedy. Watch
them squirm and try to turn logic on its head.

Can we test teacher competency? “Heck
no, that would be demeaning!”

Let’s encourage great teaching by
rewarding the best teachers with merit pay.
“You can’t evaluate teacher performance …
and teachers aren’t motivated by money.”

Follow this up with, “So you don’t want
raises next year?” The reply will be, “Are
you nuts? We need more money and more
benefits and we want Fridays off.”

Can we hire a great teacher who is willing
to teach for less than the union wage? “Heck
no, that would destroy the profession!”

Maybe we should let the parents and
children buy their education from the school

Mrs. Wooly says,
“Sure, I’m for free stuff!”

Mr. Surefoot says,

 “Hey, why not?

I’m not paying for it.”

Mike Adams
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Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of Haverhill

and was just elected to his second term.
Mayor Fiorentini is a Democrat. No public

money was used to produce or distribute

his newsletter. You can E-mail Mayor

Fiorentini at: jimfior02@aol.com

Here is what the building they invested in looks like in
Lynn:

Haverhill Stands on the Threshold of So Many Great
Opportunities.

Beacon Companies is redoing two old factory buildings
downtown into housing. The Chen family would like to
redo 104 Essex Street, but they cannot go forward because
of our parking requirements.

We are told to wait—wait until we have a perfect parking
plan, wait until the parking garage is built, wait for pay for
parking. But our competition is not waiting.

Unless we take bold and decisive action NOW, we cannot
be the great city we all want to be.

If you have comments on this, feel free to email me at
Mayor@cityofhaverhill.com.

If you want to email the City Council, some of their email
addresses are below:

Council Vice-President David E. Hall
73 East Broadway

Haverhill, MA 01830
Home: (978) 373-9477

E-Mail: davideh1937@aol.com

Councilor Krystine S. Hetel
5 Arlington Place

Haverhill, MA 01830
Home: (978) 373-0332

E-Mail:K.hetel@verizon.net

Councilor Mary Ellen Daly O’Brien
66 Webster Street

Haverhill, MA 01830
Home: (978) 374-7496
Work: 978-374-0511

E-Mail: medobrn@aol.com

Councilor Robert H. Scatamacchia
11 Revere Street

Bradford, MA 01835
Work: (978) 373-3252

E-Mail: rbowser6@aol.com

Next Year’s Budget: Our Most Serious Challenge Yet

Our preliminary budget numbers show a deficit next year
of $3.6 million without the use of so-called one time or non-
recurring funds.

There are several reasons for this deficit including rising
health care costs—our health care costs are scheduled to
go up by $2 million this year.

This affects all cities in the state.

In Andover, Town Manager Buzz Stapczynski says there
will be budget cuts and probably layoffs. In North Andover,
Town Manager Mark Rees’ budget calls for the elimination
of 12.4 positions including layoffs of police and fire.

In early April, I will present my own budget to the City
Council, along with a plan to balance the budget. My plan
will call for a shared sense of sacrifice to get us through
this.

Haverhill

Haverhill Mayor James Fiorentini's

Monthly Newsletter - March 2006
The Key to Our Future

As readers of this newsletter know, Haverhill faces a
serious financial crisis. The key for us is to grow our tax

base—if we can only
raise taxes by 2 and one-
half percent per year,
but we bring in $2
million in new growth,
we have a chance.

The best way to bring
in new growth is to
redevelop old factory
buildings downtown.

The problem is, there
is a limited pool of
investors, and every

city is trying to attract them downtown to develop old factory
buildings.

If we are going to remain competitive, we have to offer
the same sorts of benefits those other cities offer.

Most of the cities are eliminating or relaxing parking
requirements as an inducement to bring in new investors to
their downtown. Each parking space costs about $20,000,
so eliminating parking requirements is a tremendous
incentive to lure investors to your downtown.

Lynn does not require that investors supply parking if
they redevelop a factory building. In Somerville, in the
Assembly Square district, parking requirements have been
relaxed. In Lowell, the city planner tells me that relaxing
parking requirements was the key to bringing in over 700
new units of residential housing. Worcester, Lawrence and
Salem have all relaxed their residential parking requirements.

I received an email from a real estate broker named Brecht
Palumbo. Over a year ago, Mr. Palumbo brought us a group
that wanted to redevelop an old building in Haverhill that
has been vacant for thirty-five years. His investors withdrew
and invested in Lynn. Here is what he tells me:

“It is no exaggeration when I tell you that the only
reason my client had to withdraw from our offer to
purchase and develop the Ocasio Building was your city’s
parking situation. The laws and current parking
requirements make our development of the building
impossible, or if not impossible then would render the units
un-salable once completed.”

Instead of coming to Haverhill, these investors went to
Lynn, which has no parking requirement downtown. Here
is what he tells me happened in Lynn when they eliminated
their parking requirements:

“As we were developing The Munroe Lofts (49-51
Munroe St., Lynn, www.munroelofts.com) several other
development companies descended upon downtown Lynn.
What has occurred over the last 36 months is remarkable.
Previously vacant buildings, dangerously under-patrolled
streets, and Lynn’s notoriously undesirable Central Square
area has made a complete about-face. The streets there now
bustle with activity, restaurants are busy and formerly empty
buildings glow again with the hum of occupation.

In addition to the obvious benefits of increased
commerce and a residential presence on this previously
abandoned area of the city, Lynn will see nearly $50,000
in tax revenue just from the two buildings we developed.”

The Haverhill building they withdrew from still looks
like this on the inside:

United States Conference of Mayors

Last month I attended the United States Conference of
Mayors in Washington, D.C. I learned more about
brownfield developments, about economic trends, and about
the dangers of a pandemic flu striking the United States
again. After attending, I set up a Pandemic Flu Task Force
to put in contingency plans in the event of this disaster.
Let’s hope we never need those plans!

Haverhill Is the Picture of Progress

In case you missed it, there was a fabulous article in the
Boston Globe two weeks ago about the progress we are
making downtown. The article was so good, I am
reproducing a portion of it below:

Your Input Wanted:

What is the best way to meet Haverhill’s budget deficit:

( ) raise taxes with a Proposition 2 and a half override

( ) layoff employees

( ) sell off some land and use one time money

How did we do in snow plowing so far this winter:

( ) excellent ( ) good ( ) fair ( ) poor

Are you willing to pay to park downtown?

( ) yes ( ) no

What do you feel about our proposal to relax residential
parking requirements to lure more investors to our old
factory buildings downtown: ( ) I support the
administration’s initiatives ( ) I oppose them

Trivia

Last month’s trivia question was, “What was the Stoeller
building called before it was called the Stoeller building?”
Only Bill Lapiere knew that it was called the Hamel Leather
building.

Oops … last month I missed Walter Ziminski, who did
know that the principal in Archie comics was modeled after
Haverhill high school principal Earl Macleod.
Congratulations Walter!

This month’s question: Where the parking facility on
Merrimack Street is now located, there once stood a
majestic building with turrets overlooking Merrimack Street.
What was located in that building and what was the name
of the building?

‘Till next month, if I can be of
service, do not hesitate to contact
me.

If you have friends that would
like to receive this newsletter, tell
them to send an email to
H a v e r h i l l i s s u e s -
s u b s c r i b e
@yahoogroups.com

If you would like to
subscribe to our
other, shorter
weekly newsletter,
send an email to
city-of-haverhill-
s u b s c r i b e
@ l i s t s . b o y g e n i
us.com.

(Boy Genius, Incor-
porated, is the name of the
company which does
some of the computer work
for the city of Haverhill.)
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What About Me?

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Random Thoughts

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College
in Haverhill and is the past vice-
president of the faculty union. You
can email him at
markpalermo@lycos.com.

Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former Mayor of
Haverhill. Email your comments or
questions to Jim Rurak at
JARandKAS@comcast.net

Albert Henderson

Consultant

18 Stover Lane
Haverhill, MA 01832

Magi Consulting

ahenderson@magi-consulting.com
www.magi-consulting.com

Phone: 978-521-6757
Cell: 978-265-1000

Computer/Laptop Repairs

Preferred Valley Patriot Customer Business

Beverly— Health Quarters, a regional provider of reproductive
health care, prevention, and education services for low income
and uninsured women, men, and teens, will have moved to
another location in Haverhill as of February 6, 2006.

The new address is 215 Summer Street, Suite 15, Haverhill;
the telephone number, 978.521.4444, remains the same.

Health Quarter’s new office is about two miles from its current
site at 755A Main Street. The office building is at the end of
Summer Street, on the right, near Water Street and the cemetery,
and offers free on-site parking.

There will be no change to the reproductive health services.

Health Quarters offices include:

* Gynecological exams
* Male exams
* Free or low-cost birth control methods,
   including free condoms
* “Plan B” - emergency contraception
* Free rapid HIV testing
* Cervical and breast cancer screening
* STD testing and treatment
* Free pregnancy testing

A grand opening of the office is planned for April 2006.

We've Moved to a new  HAVERHILL  Location

Health Quarters

Established in 1970, Health Quarters is a federally-funded provider of
gynecological exams, prevention services such as birth control and

emergency contraception, cervical and breast cancer screening, STD
testing and treatment, rapid HIV and pregnancy testing and counseling,

and health education.

I dedicate this column to pet peeves. Here
goes: Losers and miscreants at the May St.
spring water station in Lawrence that use
multiple spigots while others are waiting in
line. I am tired of arguing with people who
do this. Nobody, least of all elders, should
have to wait while some jerk at the front of
the line takes three or even four spigots for
himself. I am finding that common sense is
not so common.

Here’s another: Don’t go to the Haverhill
Post Office in Washington Square if you
want to buy a stamp. They punish you for
that. Here’s what happens. Usually there’s
a line of at least a dozen people. Only two of
the three windows are open.

So you think to yourself that it would be
easier if you go over to the machine and
buy a stamp, easier for you since you could
save time; easier for them since the lines
wouldn’t be so long. But you soon find out
that you can’t buy a single stamp from the
machine. What did you think?

That the post office is here to make things
convenient for you? The machine offers a
pack of stamps for $4.50 -or $7.80 if the $4.50
ones are sold out. You can go back into the
line which is even longer now, and kill 20
minutes waiting to buy a single 39-cent
stamp.

Then you complain politely to the clerk,
realizing it’s not his or her fault, only to be
told, “Yes, I know. It’s terrible, isn’t it?” (I
know it’s terrible, so why doesn’t somebody
change it?)

 It’s not an act of God, like being born
with a club foot or being inundated by a
tsunami. I have listened to people grumble
about this for about two years. In an
otherwise well-functioning post office with
courteous and helpful staff, what prevents
them from accommodating their customers?

Here’s another pet peeve. The growing
number of strip clubs. It is unnatural for a
man to drink booze and watch nubile young
women parade in front of him naked. It’s like
going to a restaurant to watch food.

Oh look! There’s some chicken turning
on a spit! And over there some angus prime
rib and potatoes roasting in olive oil! How
cool! And how I love the delicious smell of
frying onions in this place! But you can’t
taste any of it, only look- or you get thrown
through a door by a bouncer. The marketing
of vicarious sex as a commodity is a
degenerating aspect of capitalism.

Far more natural would be the legalization
of the world’s oldest profession. As a
consensual act between two adults, where
does the government come in prohibiting

prostitution? True, it can be a sordid
profession.

One thinks of kids selling themselves for
food in Mexico. Or human slavery in
Thailand -or even the US. But it need not be
so. There are places where it is run properly.
In Nevada, for example, the practice is legal
and regulated. My pet peeve with strip clubs
is that they are emotionally unhealthy; they
lead men further away from actualizing
desire, and ultimately lead further away from
the path of realizing the self, which is the
goal of all human life. Why live in a world of
vicarious thrills?

I vote for having a real life, and anybody
who is a regular at strip club doesn’t have
one.

Here is another pet peeve: The mental
health-psychiatry- pharmaceutical cartel
just isn’t making enough money with a mere
6 million kids in this country on anti-
depressants.

So President Bush has backed the “New
Freedom Initiative.” Largely unreported in
the mainstream press, this Orwellian
provision would mandate mental health
screening for all American citizens. (Bush
should have himself screened first and have
the findings published.) It sounds like a
collectivist idea Al Gore or Hillary would
dream up, but Bush is pushing this, which
goes to show that no substantive differences
divide the two parties where the elitist
agenda is concerned.

Our presidential elections, for instance,
typically offer us a choice between New
World Order hacks, kind of like the choice
offered between Pepsi and Coke. If you
doubt it, just look at the last election- which
pitted one elitist, millionaire Yale guy versus
another elitist, millionaire Yale Guy.

Here is my final pet peeve: “I see in the
near future a crisis approaching that
unnerves me and causes me to tremble for
the safety of my country. As a result of the
war, corporations have been enthroned and
an era of corruption in high places will
follow, and the money power of the country
will endeavor to prolong its reign by working
upon the prejudices of the people until all
wealth is aggregated in a few hands, and
the Republic is destroyed.” Abraham
Lincoln, letter to William Elkin, 1864.

Pet Peeves
Last month, I wrote about the collision

beneath the surface between
the mayor and the backers of
Team Haverhill. It’s a control
issue that should be resolved
so that excellent plans, like the
multi-modal transportation
garage, will get a financial boost
from federal monies to improve
the MVRTA facility. I repeat
that plea here. But the title, What about me?
is not about me personally.

It’s about another issue beneath the
surface that’s beginning to show itself. Team
Haverhill’s positive energy for the future,
and the mayor’s efforts to populate
downtown now with upscale condominiums,
are joined at the hip by the impact they have
on current downtown businesses and
residents. We’ve begun to hear from them
the rightful cry, What about me?

We heard it first from the owner of a
prominent retail store on Merrimack Street
end who feels that all energy directed to the
future allows city leaders to forget his, and
other storeowner’s, immediate needs.

We heard it from a prominent member of
the Washington Street end who is concern-
ed that a massive parking garage on the river
will destroy rather than enhance the ambi-
ence behind his business and other busi-
nesses who have improved their rear sides
to entice customers to enjoy the river view.

And, we heard it from a former city
councilor who rightfully raises two
questions, Is it right and just to lower

parking requirements when current
businesses have had to
develop their business plans
in conformity with the stiffer
regulations? And, If curent
businesses need more
parking now, won’t they be
choked by the influx of new
cars that come with all this
new housing?

The underlying question is, What about
me? What about the people who have
labored long and hard to keep the
downtown alive in tough times? Are they
now simply caught in the wake of long-term
planning or the rush to fill vacant factories
with condominiums?

It’s time we heard what they need and
think. Team Haverhill plans a special
showing of its renderings for downtown
businesses. The mayor should issue a joint
invitation to them and co-chair the meeting.

Both the mayor and Team Haverhill are
now riding on the wave of successes of
current downtown businesspeople.

These people need to know that for all
the publicity both the mayor and the Team
are receiving there is at least an equal
measure of concern for the prospering of
current downtown investments.
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Torrisi Responds to Parents on Special
Education  Costs in North Andover

Dear Concerned parents of North Andover:

Thank you for contacting my office regarding state aid
to municipalities for fiscal year 2007. It is always a pleasure
to hear from the constituents of my district. You and several
of your neighbors have contacted me about an issue that is
of critical importance to North Andover and that deserves
much attention. Please take some time to digest this letter
(it’s a mouthful), but you have asked me to comment on
several different aspects of local aid.

Chapter 70 Funding

As you are aware, Governor Romney released his version
of the state budget last month. The administration’s budget
for fiscal year 2007 includes a proposal to reformulate
Chapter 70 funding (direct school aid).

While the statewide education aid account is increased
by $163 million, this change translates into only a small
increase for our town. Specifically, this new formula factors
in both residential income, as well as property values, in
determining the need for assistance from the state. In North
Andover’s case, the Governor has determined that the Town
is able to pay more than 88% of total costs to educate our
children. We, as residents, know that this estimation is
inaccurate.

As you may remember, in fiscal year 2004, Chapter 70
funding took a large hit when overall state spending was
drastically reduced due to the recession. North Andover
was one of 187 communities that took a 20% cut to their
Chapter 70 aid. Today, our state is experiencing a modest
economic recovery as state revenues have reached their
pre-recession levels. In this fiscal environment, I fully

A group of concerned parents in North Andover wrote
to state Representative David Torrisi concerning the
financial situation in town and the state of the school
system. Below is the letter Mr. Torrisi sent in response
to those concerns.

has been commonly referred to as the special education
“circuit breaker” program.

In FY02, when the state paid only 50% of residential
placement costs, this program was funded at $65.2 million.
Two years later, the circuit breaker program went into effect
and the Legislature increased this funding to $121.6 million,
sharing in the costs of educating approximately 10,000
special education students in both residential and non-
residential placements.

This represented a 40% reimbursement rate for excess
costs. In FY05, the Legislature increased this funding
dramatically by $80 million. As a result, the state provided
$201,600,262 for special education services, including an
extra $3 million for unanticipated extraordinary costs. You
should know that the state uses the previous year’s
enrollment numbers for the purposes of calculating current
fiscal year reimbursements.

As a result of these increases in funding, North Andover
has received much larger reimbursements for their special

Continued on Page 9

The Governor’s budget for FY07

would allow each municipality to

establish their own local GIC and

would provide municipal

officials the opportunity to

negotiate with individual

unions separately in order

to set different contribution

rates for different groups of

local employees. David Torrisi,
North Andover State Representative

support increasing state money to our
school districts and feel that the
Governor’s proposed formula is not the
best way to distribute this funding.

As we move forward with budget
deliberations in the upcoming months,
please be assured that I remain committed
to reversing the deep cuts made to
education during the fiscal crisis and to
ensuring that our community receives a
greater increase in local aid from the state.
To this end, I have contacted the
Chairman of the House Ways and Means
Committee to urge him to make this
funding his top priority, as it is mine.

Additionally, I am a cosponsor of legislation which seeks
to increase the amount of minimum state aid per pupil to
$2,000 over the next three years. I understand that this
proposal is ambitious, but I feel strongly that communities
like ours need to see a significant increase in the state
education aid that we receive this year and that the state
must pick up more of the tab in a consistent, permanent
manner.

Special Education

You and your neighbors have called upon me and my
colleagues to provide state funds to cover 100% of special
education expenses to municipalities. Before FY03, the state
only paid 50% of the cost of private residential special
education placements directly to the private special
education school, while the balance was paid by the local
sending school district.

In response to this inadequate funding, a new program
was established by the Legislature to provide additional
state relief to communities, which would ultimately cover
75% of the excess costs beyond four times the state average
foundation budget for all special education students. This

Dan Lanen

"Common Sense Government""Common Sense Government"

Paid for by the Dan Lanen Committee

EL
EC
T

Town elections in North Andover are on March 28th

NorNorth Andoverth Andover

Board ofBoard of

SelectmenSelectmen

Proudly endorsed by the N. Andover
 Firefighters & Patrolman's Union
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Why I want to be

Your Selectman
Dan Lanen

Please allow me to introduce myself. My name is Dan
Lanen and I am running for a seat on the Board of Selectmen.
My goal is effective leadership through open and honest
government. As an eighteen-year police veteran with a child
in the public school system, I realize there is a fine balance
between public safety, town services, and school funding.

During these tough fiscal times, we must concentrate on
our core missions. We cannot cut positions that directly
affect our children and the elderly while creating new
assistants and giving out bonuses.

There is a movement afoot to call for a Proposition 2 ½
Override. I am confident that an override will not pass until
we eliminate wasteful spending. The voters are not going
to infuse more money into a system that already contains
waste. How could we have laid off teachers last year while
handing out a $10,000 bonus to the school superintendent?
How can we speak of deleting a police officer while we
create the new information technology position? Some
proponents of an override will argue that the Town operates
on a shoestring budget; they fail to grasp the notion that
this is the time to eliminate waste.

Last year there was a failed override attempt for a new
police station. While the current station is woefully
inadequate, the citizens did not support the override effort
because they knew it was filled with waste. Now is the time
for our leaders to realize that we do not have unlimited
resources. When you need buildings, vehicles and other
resources, let us focus on what is practical and functional,
not a wish list of largesse and extravagance.

With the reality of an override passing slim, what is the
solution to our fiscal woes? First, we must face the reality
that there will be personnel cuts and reductions in services
during these lean times. In the future, we can strive to create
new business tax revenues and pressure our legislators to
stop enacting unfunded mandates.

The biggest problem we have now is the improper
allocation of existing resources. We must prioritize our core
missions. It would be nice to have more money available,
but without a plan there will always be inadequacies in
services provided. Department heads must budget from the
bottom up, not the top down. The school department must
determine how many teachers will be needed to teach our
children, fund this cost, and then determine how much
support staff can be hired.

On the municipal side, Town Manager Mark Rees’
projected cuts include youth services and the Senior Center.
These organizations run mainly through volunteers and
donations. I would have liked to see the town manager lead
by example. I would have loved Mark to set the example
and say he would cut his Assistant Town Manager position,
which was created on his watch. Instead, we shortchange
our youth and elderly. It would be nice for a change to see
our leaders and management share the pain. It would be
won-derful to see some assistants, conferences and bonuses
eliminated. Until this happens, those of you calling for an
override will be rejected. Unless you can show the average
citizen that the Town is working as a team and everyone is
sharing the pain, you will not see an override pass.

Methuen (precinct 7), North Andover (precincts 7 & 8), 
Andover  (precincts 1,7,& 8), Boxford (precinct 2), Georgetown (precinct 2) 

Haverhill (Ward 2: precinct 1 & 2; Ward 5: precinct 2; Ward 7 precinct 2)

BRENNAN
State Rep.

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennanwww.lonniebrennan.com
9 Hamilton Terrace, Georgetown, MA 01833 Robin O’Malley - Treasurer

To Volunteer: 978-352-5449

“In all 
budgets, 
we have to 
separate 
our wants 
from our 
needs: 
focus on 
the critical 

services and be fair in our 
distributions of hard-
earned tax dollars to 
protect communities.”

Representation, plain and simple.

18th Essex District: 

Lawrence “Lonnie”

Good morning.

I bring both bad news and a message of hope.

First, the bad news: … Our village is in trouble.

Jack Watkins told us, … “The wolves are at the door.”

But Jack was wrong. The wolves are not at the door
… they are in the house.

For decades we have fed them and tried to buy their
favor … but each time we feed them … they get bigger
and stronger.

Some of our community leaders are calling for a
Proposition 2 ½ Override. They plead: “We need more
money to feed the wolves!” … But we all know what
happens when we give the wolves more food.

I have been accused of being against an override.

This is very unfair!

As I said, I am here to provide a message of hope …
so I come before you to announce that I, too, am in
favor of overrides …… not one, but three.

First: I would override the laws that prohibit public
moneys going to private educational institutions.

I would put the approximately $9 BILLION we spend
each year in Massachusetts on public education where
it belongs … in the hands of our children and their
parents … in the form of Vouchers or Education Stamps.
Let’s give power to the people!

Second: I would override the laws that require
municipalities to engage in compulsory bargaining with
monopoly unions.

Free our towns to buy the best services at the best
prices. Give our children the best educational
opportunities that money can buy. Let our people go!

Speech at the North Andover Democratic Breakfast
Dr. Charles Ormsby, Candidate for School Committee — March 5, 2006

Third: I would override the laws that make our regular
education students second-class citizens. Under current
laws we must fund 100% of the needs of Special
Education students, and then whatever is left over can
be used for our second-class students.

Let’s ensure equal rights for all our children!

So, how many of you will join me in support of these
overrides?  … to save our community … and to improve
educational opportunities for our children?

Let me conclude by saying that Jack Watkins wasn’t
willing to name the wolves … but I just did.

Thank you for your warm reception. Just remember:
If you are for overrides … VOTE FOR ORMSBY!

God Bless America!

North Andover School Committeeman Chuck Ormsby

with state Senator Steve Baddour at the Democrat

Breakfast last week promoting The Valley Patriot's two -

year anniversary!
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Profession: State Principal Civil
Engineer, Director and Steward w/State
Engineer's Union (MOSES), State
Engineer at (DCAM) State Office of
Planning, Design and Construction,
Sheriff's Deputy for Hampshire County
(16 Years)

Education: B.S.C.E. Lowell Tech/
University, A.S. Franklin Inst. of Boston

North Andover Committees: Zoning
Board of Appeals, Zoning Task Force

Public Service: Army Veteran, Notary
Public, American Legion, Saint
Michael's Usher, N. A. Rotary Club,
Franklin School 5th Grade Class Chess
Club (Rotary Club Volunteer) Trustee/
Treasurer-Heritage Green Condo. Trust

**VOTE**

North Andover

MEN: Take your right hand and
gently move it around to your left
rear pocket. Insert hand, fingers
extended. Carefully remove the
wallet and bring it around to the
front. Grasp tightly with both
hands and don’t let go.

WOMEN: Remove the
pocketbook from your shoulder
and place it in front of you. Open
carefully and locate your wallet.
Grasp firmly with both the right

and the left hand. Don’t let go.

CHILDREN: Stay close to your parents. As they reach
for their wallets, look for any change that may fall to the
ground. Scoop it up quickly and hold tight. Watch
carefully for any “lurking spenders” near you who want
to take it away

These are the actions North Andover citizens will have
to take if several of the current crop of candidates for
selectman are elected to office this March 28th.

The majority of these candidates do not support a limited
moratorium on Prop. 2 ½ Overrides. For those of you new
in town, this is the annual exercise of North Andover’s
Board of Selectmen to raise your taxes for some worthy
cause in the community. Generally, it’s for the schools -
correction, “for the children” – but it might also be for a
new police or fire station, or perhaps for some prime piece
of land the “community preservation” advocates covet.

The North Andover Taxpayers Association, for the
second year in a row, has sent out letters to all selectman
candidates with Taxpayer Protection Pledge forms asking
them to pledge to the citizens of the town that, if elected,
they would not support an override during their 3-year
term of office.

North  Andover …  Hold On To Your Wallets!!
Ted Tripp

North Andover Taxpayers Association

The Taxpayers Association feels that it is critical to elect
more taxpayer-friendly candidates to office if the town is to
break the vicious cycle of override after override every year.
Since 1986, North Andover has presented 38 tax overrides
to the voters for “worthy” causes. Proposition 2 ½ was not
passed in 1980 to be abused this way by out-of-control
spending addicts. That’s a harsh term to use, but it is
appropriate in this situation.

The Taxpayers Association sent out three Taxpayer
Protection Pledge forms with a cover letter to every
candidate and asked each to sign the form that most
reflected his position on tax overrides. There was one Pledge
form that covered all types of tax overrides, a second that
covered only operational or general, “permanent” overrides,
and a third which covered tax overrides just for capital
projects.

This was done to accommodate the varying views of
some officials on how tax overrides may be justified.
Obviously, the Taxpayers Association would like to see all
candidates sign the Taxpayer Protection Pledge that they
would not support any type of override for the next three
years.

Last year, four out of five selectman candidates signed
one of the Taxpayer Protection Pledges, promising to the

people that they would not raise taxes in most cases.
Selectman Jim Xenakis, currently in office, signed a Taxpayer
Protection Pledge not to support nor vote for any kind of
override for three years. The Taxpayers Association expects
him to honor this Pledge during the current calls for yet
another tax override.

This year we have six selectman candidates running for
office. Disappointingly, only two had the fortitude and
foresight to sign a Taxpayer Protection Pledge. The North
Andover Taxpayers Association congratulates candidates
Dan Lanen and Joe Smith for their realization that the town’s
problems cannot be solved by simply throwing more money
at them. They realize that structural chan-ges must be made
in how the town is managed if it ever going to get its
spending under control. The Taxpayers Association wishes
them well in their quests to become a selectman.

The other candidates, Mark Caggiano (incumbent), Don
Stewart (incumbent), Steve Dawe and John Savastano all
refused to sign any of the Taxpayer Protection Pledges.
Several said they did not “do pledges.” But isn’t a pledge
simply a promise?

Does this mean they don’t believe in promises … or that
they can’t keep a promise? Either way, if they can’t make a
promise to the people, why should the people believe
anything they say while running for office? If they tell you
they will do something – improve the schools, increase
public safety, etc. – who can believe it? Beware of those
who don’t “do” promises.

The Taxpayers Association would like to urge all voters
who are planning to vote on March 28th to seriously con-
sider those candidates who have promised you that they
will not raise your taxes and instead make the tough spend-
ing decisions necessary to get town finances under control.

Candidate for North Andover Selectman
Joe E. Smith

A Campaign for Open Government
Dear Neighbor,

As your selectman, I give you my pledge to ensure that all my constituents
will be given a safe and open forum to articulate their views. I believe in a

government by the people. I believe that listening, learning, then humbly serving

is the "JOB" of elected officials! Based on your input, I will make sound decisions
to ensure a robust future for our precious community.

Joe E. Smith, - Resident ofJoe E. Smith, - Resident ofJoe E. Smith, - Resident ofJoe E. Smith, - Resident ofJoe E. Smith, - Resident of

North Andover since 1977North Andover since 1977North Andover since 1977North Andover since 1977North Andover since 1977

Have a cup of Joe with Joe! Share your ideas and concerns:
Help the campaign for Open Government

(978) 689 -0845 or joeeds@msn.com
Paid for by The Committee to Elect Joe Edward Smith

Together let's work to:

Attract "environmentally" friendly businesses to increase our tax base.

Plan ahead for smart growth while preserving that special small town feeling.

Lobby for a larger return for our tax dollar.

Ensure equitable funding for education and special education.

Preserve vital public services and existing town jobs.

Insist on smart government spending.

Activity explore creative solutions for affordable housing.

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Ted Tripp is an International
Consultant in high-tech
manufacturing methods. He has BS
and MS degrees in Chemical
Engineering from MIT. You can
reach him at tripp@gis.net.

Remember to Vote Tuesday, March 28th
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education costs. In FY04, North Andover
had 51 special education students eligible
for reimbursement under the circuit breaker
program. This represented a total education
cost, based on the Town’s claims, of
$2,554,591. Of this amount, the state assumed
$193,182 for students who were the
responsibility of the Department of Social
Services. In FY04, the circuit breaker
“threshold”, which is four times the
statewide average foundation budget per
pupil, was $29,320. North Andover’s total
threshold was calculated at $1,495,320 (51
students x $29,320). Costs beyond the
threshold totaled $866,089 ($2,554,591 -
$193,182 - $1,495,320). Thus, the state
reimbursed North Andover $655,696, which
was 75.7% of these excess costs, while the
Town’s share of these excess costs was
$210,393.

For FY05, North Andover had 63 special
education students eligible for
reimbursement. Costs beyond the threshold
totaled $992,991. The state paid $714,949
towards these educational expenses. As a
point of reference, the total statewide
special education claims for 11,929 students
for FY06 was $633,267,944. The excess costs
beyond the threshold totaled $238,353,205.
The state spent a total of $201,625,262 on
special education costs, of which
$173,715,466 was reimbursed directly to
cities and towns.

State-Owned Land/PILOT (Payment in
lieu of taxes)

Many of you have also questioned why
North Andover had a drop in its PILOT from
state-owned land. The reason for this drop
has to do with the valuation of the state-
owned land itself, and does not reflect a
change in the state’s formula for determining
PILOT payments.

The state-owned property in North
Andover consists of Boxford State Forest,

the Bureau of Solid Waste, and Harold Parker
State Forest, which totals approximately
2,000 acres. State law requires the
Department of Revenue to determine the fair
cash value of this land every four years,
using certified land schedules from the
individual communities.

Based on the information provided by the
local assessor in 2004 regarding recent sales
of comparable land in the Town, the value
of this state-owned land was reduced to $21
million. This figure is a considerable
reduction and will be used for the first time
in the FY07 budget. The state currently
provides a reimbursement rate of 62% of lost
local taxes, based on the total land valuation.
In FY07, this formula provides $160,522 to
the Town of North Andover for state-owned
land.

Municipal Employee Health Insurance

Several of you have noted that North
Andover has witnessed a sharp increase in
its payments for retired teacher health
insurance.

These additional costs are attributable to
increases in the costs of insurance, as well
as an increase in the number of teacher
retirements. Further, while the expected
municipal contribution to retired teacher
health benefits has increased, so has the
state’s contribution to these costs.

In the Governor’s budget for FY07, the
account which provides reimbursements to
communities for retired teachers’ health
insurance has increased by $9,204,786, for a
total of $73,365,821. At the same time, the
estimated state assessment to North
Andover to cover a share of health
insurance premiums for retired local teachers
has increased by $476,108 to $1,742,948.
This escalation in costs is due to the large
number of teachers retiring from our Town

in recent years. Between 2001 and 2005,
there has been a dramatic increase in the
Town’s retired teachers, growing from 80 to
140 individuals. Thirteen teachers retired
this past year alone.

The rise in the state assessment for retired
teachers’ health insurance is also
attributable to the increase in the number of
retired teachers on the family health
insurance plan. In 2001, there were 15 retired
teachers on the family plan. In 2005, there
were 46.

The family plan, which includes married
couples, is the most expensive. Coupled with
annual premium increases based on higher
costs for treatment and care, the additional
expense to the Town is enormous.

Residents of North Andover have called
on the state to provide municipal
government with the same financial flexibility
that the state government exercises relative
to establishing employee contribution rates
for health coverage.

On the state level, the Group Insurance
Commission (“GIC”) oversees health care
benefits for the majority of state employees,
and contribution rates are set in the annual
state budget. The Governor’s budget for
FY07 would allow each municipality to
establish their own local GIC and would
provide municipal officials the opportunity
to negotiate with individual unions
separately in order to set different
contribution rates for different groups of
local employees.

State Lottery Aid

Further, many of you have called for the
disbursement of all net proceeds from
Lottery revenues to the cities and towns of
the Commonwealth. As you are aware,
lottery aid is money generated by revenues
from the Massachusetts State Lottery that

Torrisi on Parent Concerns about Education
Continued From Page 6

is returned to cities and towns as
unrestricted funds for the general support
of municipal government. There has been
steady growth in Lottery revenues, but the
amount returned to cities and towns has
twice been “capped”, once in the early 1990s
and again in 2002, in order to divert revenues
to offset state budget line items. This cap,
put in place for the FY03 budget due to the
recession, limited the amount of lottery aid
distributed to cities and towns to
$778,091,951 of the total $889,490,000 in net
Lottery profit.

The Governor further reduced this
payment to $705,340,354 through unilateral
cuts. For FY 2004 and FY 2005, lottery aid
was reduced to $661,378,162, though a $75
million one-time supplemental allocation in
FY05 was released to bring funding up to
$736 million. The statewide lottery
distribution for FY06 is $761,378,162, which
brings the distribution closer to the 2002
level. The cap on lottery distributions is
currently scheduled to phase out by FY
2009, which was the year the Governor and
Legislature estimated the state would again
be operating at a surplus. There is a
possibility that the cap could be phased out
sooner.

For FY05, cities and towns received 79%
of net lottery profit as direct local aid. Much
of the remaining lottery money also reached
the communities of the Commonwealth
indirectly, including support for local
cultural councils and other community-
based arts and humanities programs.

Again, thank you for contacting me about
these critical issues. I look forward to
working with you in the future and hope we
can find ways to resolve North Andover’s
budgetary matters. Please do not hesitate
to contact me should you have any
questions or ideas on how we can make this
happen.
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of their choice. “You are losing it!! That
would destroy the schools!”

But the oil industry isn’t destroyed when
people can choose where they buy fuel.
“Don’t confuse me with the facts. Education
isn’t the same as selling smelly old oil!”

Mrs. Greedy, “I know, I’ll say it’s for the
children!”

Well, you get the picture. Those who gain
from government-conferred benefits will turn
logic on its head to protect their booty.

We are rapidly becoming a society of
vultures. What can I have the government
steal for me today?

Playing the government card to steal from
others is not solely the purview of those in
public education, or union members, or
welfare junkies. The disease is highly
contagious. Big business and the rich are
also eager participants.

 “Me first! Me first!”

Big businesses insist on subsidies or
tariffs to gain economic advantage. These
advantages, conferred by the government,
also involve theft. They steal the natural
rights of others to compete on a level
playing field. They interfere with the rights
of people to engage in mutually beneficial
trade. Big businesses also discourage new
competitors by inviting complex regulations
that create barriers to entry for smaller but
more innovative competitors.

Everyone wants to be a professional. But
the term professional doesn’t just mean
highly capable. It also means you have
convinced the government to restrict entry
into your profession by others who wish to
make a living by performing the same
service. Licensing is typically justified as
protection for an unsuspecting public
against incompetent or unsavory
practitioners. But it is really just protection
for those already in the profession …
protection from competition.

Here are a few examples: Doctors, lawyers,
dentists, chiropractors, pharmacists, plumb-
ers, psychologists, electrologists, barbers,
cosmetologists, real estate agents, mani-
curists, TV technicians, fire alarm installers,
embalmers, nurses, home inspectors, hair-
dressers, perfusionists, mental health coun-
selors, and electricians.

These are just 21 of the 52 licensing
categories in Massa-chusetts. Just about
every profession — except Indian chief,
columnist and school committee member —
is licensed.

Greed knows little bounds when it comes
to getting others to pay for life’s biggest
expenses. An entire industry has grown up
to help the rich shield their wealth from the
costs of long-term care.

Estate planners move assets around to
comply with Medicaid exemptions. Buy a
bigger house, invest in the family business,
or give away assets to your heirs. Anything
to get the government — meaning everyone

Dr. Ormsby is vice-chair of the North
Andover School Committee. He is a
graduate of Cornell and has a
doctorate from MIT. If you have any
questions or comments, you can
contact Dr. Ormsby via email:
ccormsby@comcast.net

else — to pay for the nursing home benefits
you may need.

What happens when we all become
vultures? When we all have our hands in
everyone else’s pockets … and everyone
has their hands in ours? We don’t dare risk
being the first to stop stealing. If we choose
to live off our own efforts, will others live
off theirs? We each have our special
advantage or subsidy. Since we’re paying
for everyone else’s special advantage, why
should we give up ours?

Maybe we should take a close look at
ourselves and see if we like what we have
become.

Mrs. Greedy, “I know, I’ll

say it’s for the children!” “Me first! Me first!”
Baby Chimpy says,

“Howzabout more?”
Do you recognize

this person?
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License Plates

tape and package labels for all care packages
going to the military, lifting a tremendous
financial burden from him and allowing more
items to be shipped overseas with the money
saved on supplies.

Wareing said that some local schools,
such as in Salem, N.H., Methuen, Lawrence
and Haverhill, have already held several
food drives. “I go into the schools and give
the kids a list of what is appropriate to send
and what isn’t, and how to separate the soap
products from food items so that nothing is
contaminated during the shipping process.”

Wareing said he will not send food
containing pork, religious items,
pornography or anything that may inflame
the religious extremists because it could
make the troops a target of the locals they
are working with and who are easily
offended by such items.

Because of his tireless efforts, Wareing
was invited to meet U.S. Secretary of
Defense Donald Rumsfeld and his wife as
part of the Defense Department’s “America
Supports You program.” Created little more
than a year ago, the America Supports You
program recognizes the efforts of private
citizens who support U.S. service members
and their families. America Supports You
has about 190 member groups across the
country whose mission is to conduct letter-
writing campaigns and send care packages
to troops in the field.

Before speaking at the Council on Foreign
Relations last month, Rumsfeld and his wife
thanked Wareing, saying, “It’s something
the troops really appreciate!” Secretary
Rumsfeld expressed gratitude to Wareing for
his efforts and emphasized his “thanks to
the people like you who make the decision
to do it.” Rumsfeld was obviously impressed
with the license plate and told Wareing, “I
love that I got the chance to be with you.”

“It was a great thrill to meet the Secretary,”
Wareing said afterwards.

Wareing says that he is seeking
professionals to be on the board of directors
of NECFOM and will screen people carefully
to make sure they are dedicated to one
mission and one mission only: supporting
the troops. “The one thing I am not going
to do is appoint politicians to the board. I

Wareing has already received 1,500
applications.

“After the first 3,000 applications are
turned in to the registry, the plates will be
issued to the public and then 100% of the
$40.00 application fee will go directly to the
non profit.”

 Wareing said he often receives a personal
“thank you” via email from individual
soldiers stationed in the Middle East who
live in and around the Merrimack Valley. He
stays in touch with them, in between
package deliveries, which are sent twice a
month.

“They really do appreciate the care
packages, especially when they can make
special requests for particular items via email
and within a week or so they are enjoying a
little bit of home when the package arrives.”

Wareing recently found out that the
United States Post Office donates boxes,

Lawrence

paid for the postage and sent them off to
distant battlefields where the individual
soldiers were stationed.

That’s when he says he came up with the
idea of starting a non-profit group to raise
money to help defray the cost of shipping
packages overseas. Wareing established
“New England Caring for our Military
(NECFOM),” a non-profit 501(c)3
organization, and petitioned the
Massachusetts Registry of Motor Vehicles
to issue a license plate bearing an American
eagle holding a yellow ribbon that says
“Support the Troops.”

“In order for the registry to issue the
license plates, we need to get 3,000 people
to sign up for them. Of the initial 3,000 license
plate applications (which cost $40 a piece),
about $12.00 will go to the Registry of Motor
Vehicles for administrative costs and the
other $28.00 will go to care packages for the
troops,” Wareing said.

don’t want politics to interfere with the
mission of helping the soldiers,” he adds.

“We are not going to pay anyone to be
on this board,” Wareing insisted. “That
only takes money and resources away from
our soldiers. If we raise the money we are
expecting from these plates, I would like to
start setting up video conferences between
soldiers and their families here at home and
do whatever we can to help them while they
are serving their country.”

If there is any money left over after
sending all the care packages and providing
needed assistance to the troops and their
families, Wareing says he will make funds
available to other non-profit organizations
that work with veterans.

“But,” says Wareing, “there will be a very
strict criteria as to how that money will be
disbursed. Any organization receiving
money must be a non-profit under IRS
regulations. Also, I won’t give a dime to
any non-profit if they pay their board
members. I don’t want one dollar of this
money to go to pay someone’s salary on a
non-profit board. There’s just too much of
that going on.”

Wareing also says that organizations will
not even be considered for funding if they
do not consent to an independent yearly
audit. Wareing said NECFOM will pay for
the audits every year.

“Support the Troops” license plate
applications are inserted in this month’s
edition of The Valley Patriot. Checks in the
amount of $40.00 (per plate) should be made
out to the Registry of Motor Vehicles, but
send the money and application to
NECFOM in Methuen at P.O. Box 2311,
Methuen, MA 01844.

You can visit New England Caring for our
Military on line at: WWW.NECFOM.ORG,
or send Jim Sergio-Wareing an email at
UGOT2LOVEAMERICA@aol.com.Wareing’s
niece, Jennifer Clegg, designed the artwork
on the plate with an eagle holding a yellow
ribbon that says “Support the Troops.”

The registry has to approve the design
and may make minor changes before the
plates are issued.
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Robert F. Kelley
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Northern Essex Register of Deeds
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Cash Bar
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D'Oeuvres

The Loft in N. Andover
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Michael Fielding at (978) 852-5106
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FOR OUR MILITARY FAMILIES!

Come Pray with Us

Starting Sunday, February 5, 2006 and continuing on the first
Sunday of each month at the 9:00 AM Mass, our community will

pray in a special way for God's protection of our brothers and sisters
who serve in the military and for the progress of peace in the world.
Please share this opportunity with family and friends and invite them
to join us for refreshments in the parish center after Mass.

Join us to support our troops and their families with prayer!

Where: St. Patrick's Parish (118 S. Broadway, Lawrence,

MA 01843). Call for directions: 978-683-9416

Dates: April 2nd,
May 7th, & June 4th


