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blind eye to businesses employing illegal aliens
as well.  By the way, isn’t the governor supposed
to be the chief executive officer who enforces
the law?  If Attorney General Reilly has failed to
do that so far, what makes us think he will execute
the law as governor?

Speaking of law-enforcement, Tom Reilly is
the same attorney general and gubernatorial
candidate that originally asked state
Representative Marie St. Fleur, a tax evader, to
join his ticket and run for lieutenant governor
several months ago.  In discussing his proposal
for the commonwealth, Reilly writes, “I’ve made
a career out of tackling these kinds of tough
fights and getting real results.  I can’t wait to get
started.”

Let’s hope and pray that Tom Reilly never gets
the chance to “get started” as governor of
Massachusetts.  Tom Reilly has failed us as
attorney general and as district attorney, so he
will surely disappoint us as the governor if
elected.

Tom Reilly is a career politician and political
opportunist, who will say anything to get elected.
Reilly’s proposals as governor, if enacted, are
likely to cause more hardships on
Massachusetts taxpayers and result in more
people fleeing the “Pay State.”

Tom Reilly: From Page 3

D.J. Deeb is an Adjunct Professor of History
and Government at Bunker Hill Community
College in Boston, MA, and at Northern Essex
Community College in Haverhill, MA.  He
teaches Social Studies fulltime at Reading
Memorial High School in Reading,
Massachusetts.   He also serves as an elected
member of the Greater Lowell Technical School
Committee and Dracut School Committee in
Dracut, Massachusetts.  D.J. is the author of
The Collapse of Middle East Peace: The Rise
and Fall of the Oslo Peace Accords (New York:
IUniverse, 2003).
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the Creative Learning Academy, Tenney
Integrated preschool, Timony Integrated
preschool and YMCA Methuen.  In

September, the CGS
Integrated preschool,
Marsh integrated
preschool and Pleasant
Valley full day preschool
will also begin using the
program.

Also part of the CARE
program is a grant to help
day care providers further
their education. The TOPS
(Teaching our Professional
Staff) program, in
conjunction with Northern
Essex Community College

provides the opportunity for CARE staff to
take college courses towards an associates
degree in Early Childhood Education. The
CARE grant includes funding for bachelors
and masters degrees.

There are currently 70 day care staff
working on an associates degree in early
childcare at Northern Essex  community

college and 12 day
care providers in a
bachelors program
at Fitchburg State.

Mary Ann
Fleming the CARE
facilitator works
with the directors
to strengthen their
understanding of
effective literacy
instruction using
“best practices.”

“One of the most
rewarding result of
this grant is that the
Ching Chang Wu

Foundation read our proposal and came to
Lawrence,” Fleming said.

“After visiting our sites, Chris Wu was
most impressed and offered to fund a
complete classroom with Breakthrough to
Literacy, thus one Head Start classroom will
participate beginning in September.”Fleming
says that the addition of computer
technology that are granted to day care
centers not only teach children how to read
and write in an age appropriate way, “but as
each child completes a new task the
computer assesses their achievement level
and gives us a better understanding of their
individual needs.”

For more information you can contact
Mary Ann Fleming (978) 681-4996 ext. 444

To four year old Jake, the Barefoot Day
Care Center in Methuen is like visiting with
friends and family while learning how to read,
use a computer and get
along better with the other
children.

The center, run by Arleen
Willette and her husband
Jim uses comprehensive
approaches to resources
for education (called
CARE).

Thanks to a series of
grants provided by
Community Partnerships
for Children in Lawrence,
(funded by the US
Department of Health and Human Services),
children like Jake are provided with books,
computers and other learning tools, some
of which he can take home with him.

Breakthrough to Literacy is a balanced
literacy program to enhance language and
literacy for preschool aged children. There
are nine components to CARE’s project,
such as the
expansion of the
Parent-Home Child
Connection and
Care’s Literacy
Team. It contains
the daily essential
elements of
listening, speaking,
reading, and
writing, using rich
high quality
literature as its
foundation. Each
child receives a
copy of the “book
of the week” to
establish a
personal home library. They are also
provided with literacy resource kits.

The Early Learning Opportunity Grant is
funding the development of 83 literacy kits
to distribute to the Lawrence and Methuen
libraries so that families and day care
providers can have adequate learning tools
to teach young children.

There area approximately 500 children
impacted by this program. Among the many
sites that implement this program in
Lawrence are The Greater Lawrence
Community Action Council Day Care on
Andover Street,  Kidstart, YMCA on Ballard
way, YMCA on Lawrence Street, and
YWCA. Participating day care providers in
Methuen are: the Barefoot Day Care Center,

Master Plan Contract
Approved

The Master Plan process has begun with
the recommendation of Taintor and
Associates to lead our effort. The Master
Plan will be Methuen’s blueprint for
managing residential and commercial growth
for years into the future. We will utilize this
process to deal with business development,
Chapter 40B and affordable housing in
general, and our overall zoning layout.

High School Statement of
Interest Filed

Methuen’s School Committee and
Methuen’s City Council have approved the
so called “Statement of Interest Form”
required by the School Building Authority
that begins our process of requesting
funding for a new or renovated high school.
This form details our reasoning in requesting
funding when the current moratorium
expires in July of 2007.

As we prepared for this filing, we were
fortunate to have had a visit from Katherine
Craven, the Executive Director of the
M.S.B.A. Ms. Craven took the time to meet
with city and school officials, as well as
Representatives Arthur Broadhurst, Barbara
L’Italien and Senator Steven Baddour. Ms.
Craven visited our high school to see first
hand some of the challenges we face there.

Treasurer Tim Cahill, who oversees the
School Building Authority program, has
also visited Methuen and was good enough
to stop by my office to discuss the high
school. I have posted the Statement of
Interest Form on our website at
www.ci.methuen.ma.us. We are working
diligently to achieve funding for our high
school in the first round of availability. This

From the Desk of

 Methuen
 Mayor Bill Manzi

Methuen

process is competitive, with demand for
funding exceeding capacity by hundreds of
millions of dollars. My thanks to Dr. Phil
Littlefield and Business Manager Joseph
Salvo for their hard work in completing this
form. Future newsletters will deal with our
progress on this critically important subject.

The Master Plan
Scope of Services is posted online at http:/

/www.ci.methuen.ma.us/Clerk/CommDev/
Assets/MethuenProposal2.pdf. There will
be a website devoted exclusively to this
project. Look to future newsletters for more
information on this very important project
for Methuen.

City Budget
I have submitted to the City Council the

budget for Fiscal Year 2007. It is a difficult
budget that maintains services and avoids
layoffs by essentially level funding the city
portion of the municipal budget. Increased
allocations were made only in the area of
fixed costs, education, and veterans
services. I have posted the entire budget
online at www.ci.methuen.ma.us. Please
drop me a line if you have any suggestions
or comments.

Brigadier General Mason Visits
General Mason, The Adjutant General of

the Massachusetts National Guard, visited
City Hall recently to discuss the future of
the armory and other subjects. My thanks
to him and Senator Steven Baddour, who
helped to arrange the visit. The
Massachusetts National Guard did a truly
outstanding job during the recent flooding
in Methuen, and I thanked the general for
the great help given to Methuen.

Bill Manzi is in his first year as mayor
of Methuen and can be reached at
billmanzi1@comcast.net

Daycare Grants Making a
Difference in Children’s Lives

Drivers & Counter Help Wanted
Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Open 7 days a week
Sun. - Wed. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Thurs. - Sat. 11:00am - 10:00pm

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

Med. Chicken Wing or
Chicken Finger, Lg. Fr. Fry,

16" Cheese Pizza
& 2 Ltr. Soda
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Must mention coupon at time of order for delivery, not to be combined with any other offer.

Cheese Pizzas
+ tax

$18.00 + tax

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

$13.99

VPVP

additional toppings $1.25
additional toppings $1.25

ALEX’S HOUSE OF PIZZA

WE’VE MOVED!

Arleen Willette and her husband Jim with graduates of
the Barefoot Day  Care Center in Methuen

Gail Williams from Community Partnerships
for Children gets some reading advice
from Rainbow Nick. Nick is part of the
reading curriculum at Barefoot Day Care
Center provided through federal grants.
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Larry F. Giordano Receives Golden
Life Achievement Award For His

Commitment to Martial Arts

Shihan Larry F. Giordano received
the honorary Golden Life Achieve-
ment Award from the World Head
of Family Sokeship Council.

Methuen Needs a DIsabilities
Access Coordinator

Sid Harris
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Lawrence MA 01843
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Quality Computing
For All Your

Computing Needs

Methuen, MA

Phone:978-416-7307
qualitycomputing@gmail.com

Home and Small Business Consulting

Software/Hardware Installation & Configure

Virus, Spyware, & popup removal

Wifi/Network Setup & Securing
 Data recovery and backup

Certified and Insured

Please call for a free quote!

grandmasters and proliferate the growth of
martial arts through its programs.  Its annual
International Hall of Fame honors martial
artists for their accomplishments; and is
designed to expose martial artists to the
teachings of their grandmasters.  For more
information, visit http://www.bushido.org/
whfsc/.

Giordano Family MKA, formerly known
as MKA, was founded in 1968 by Shihan
Larry F. Giordano.  The “school of the roos-
ter’s” mission is to promote the traditional,
spiritual, and educational goals of karate
do through the discipline of Kyokushin
Karate.  Shihan Giordano holds the rank of
Haichidan 8th Dan. His efforts have been
recognized internationally, including being
inducted into the Martial Arts Hall of Fame
and the Hawaiian International Martial Arts
Hall of Fame, and named Master Instructor
of the Year by the International Hall of Fame
for World Head Sokeship Council. To date,
the school has graduated more than 55 black
belts.  For more information, visit
www.methuenkarate.com.

World Head of Family Sokeship Council
honored Shihan Larry F. Giordano on May
27, 2006 in Orlando, FL, Methuen, MA, June
13, 2006: Giordano Family Methuen Karate
Association (MKA) proudly announces
Shihan Larry F. Giordano was presented with
the prestigious Golden Life Achievement
Award by the World Head of Family
Sokeship Council (WHFSC) on Saturday,
May 27, 2006. The award was given at the
International Awards Banquet during the
Annual WHFSC Meeting held on May 26-
27 in Orlando, Florida.  More information
on this conference can be found at: http://
www.bushido.org/whfsc/.

The Golden Life Achievement Award is
only awarded to those individuals who have
dedicated 40 years of their lives to the
teaching of martial arts in an exemplary
manner. This is a rare and accomplished
achievement in martial arts, and this award
is presented by one of the largest and most
elite martial arts grandmasters/masters
councils in the world.

“I am very honored to receive this Golden
Life Achievement award,” stated Shihan
Larry F. Giordano.  “The WHFSC is com-
prised of elite grandmasters and masters in
Kyokushin Karate, and this award places
my lifetime of work in a category of who’s
who in the field of martial arts.  I accept this
award on behalf of my family, my mentors,
and all the present and past students of the
Giordano Family Methuen Karate
Association.

The World Head of Family Sokeship
Council (WHFSC) caters to the very elite
leaders in martial arts.  Founded in May 1993
by America’s first grandmaster’s council and
Grandmaster Frank E. Sanchez, the organ-
ization is comprised solely of 9th and 10th
dan grandmasters and their equivalents
(black belt degrees). The main purpose of
the council is to facilitate communication
between the different systems through its

when creating ac-cessible
features to assure it’s proper
implementation.

The position doesn’t
require expertise at being a
civil engineer or even being
an architect. Come on, folks,
where are you going to get
all that for $400 a month?
The position is the catalyst
that establishes a team of
professionals that includes

the expertise offered by city departments to
work together to assure accessible features
in its planning and construction phases.

It seems that some are simply stuck on
specific language to plead their case of non-
support.  In the job description it describes
the word “sensitivity.” This is surely
applicable since the position will assist
departments with identifying and
understanding the term “reasonable
accommodations,” as described in the ADA
when interacting and accommodating
people with disabilities.

Sensitivity also applies here as we
continue to hear our representatives
identify the disabled community as being
“handicapped.”

Handicaps are for horse racing and golf.
We are a diverse group of people with the
same goals in life as those with non-
disabilities.

This position simply starts off as a “pilot
program” giving the commission the ability
to address the many concerns we have to
assist Methuen to move forward to establish
an accessible community.  We don’t need
to be patronized for the work we’ve done in
the past, especially by those who don’t
even now what we’ve done.

During the City Council meeting to which
they reconsidered the measure and voted
in favor of the position, City Councilor Jack
Cronin summed it up. After the vote, city
councilors approved a new position of
Assistant Community Director that pays
over $60,000 annually. Mr Cronin mentions,
“how ironic it is that we as council spend
over 2 ½ hours of debate on a position that
pays $400 a month, does not come out of
the city coffer.

However, we have no discussion and pass
a new $60,000 position only minutes after.”
I have to agree. Not only will this position
prove to be beneficial for the community,
the city surely got a bargain when it created
it.

As present chairman of
the Methuen Commission
on Disabilities, as well as
an individual with a
disability and as an active
advocate with over 26
years of experience
working with the
disabilities commission
and with nine different
administrators of this city,
I’m in disbelief over so
much controversy about the newly
appointed position of Access Coordinator.

Reading the “Methuen News” section in
your June edition of your paper, I was
surprised that a councilor was impelled to
explain why the council voted against the
position.  Even though I’ve always
respected any person’s position and
opinions, however, I believe, for whatever
reason the council’s plight to explain its non-
support on the position, is surely a
misunderstanding of the position’s intent.

 The position of Access Coordinator is
an advisory position to assure that the
decision making policies in this community
reflect the lawful needs of those with dis-
abilities who live in, or visit our great com-
munity, to provide the Disabilities Com-
mission with a liaison to the mayor to ad-
dress their everyday concerns, thus estab-
lishing representation to those with
disabilities.

Too often has Methuen created barriers
for people with disabilities.  We now have
found an administrator with Mayor Manzi,
that identifies this community’s respon-
sibilities to the American With Disabilities
Act of 1990 and the Massachusetts
Rehabilitation Act of 1976, governed by the
Massachusetts Architectural Board.

The position, requested by the
Commission on Disabilities and supported
by the mayor is surely a commitment by his
administration to overcome the many
mistakes by previous administrations and
to move forward to provide all people with
equal access and opportunity.

I agree that the person hired should be
well-versed with state and federal
accessibility laws and have the ability to
work with the administration to identify
existing deficiencies within our community.

That person should also be involved with
the process to not only ensure that Meth-
uen meets those guidelines of accessibility,
but to be in the loop in the decision makingThe College Club of Greater Lawrence awarded fifteen local students $1500

scholarships at the annual banquet at the Wyndham Andover on June 6, 2006.
Recipients were chosen based on their academic excellence, leadership, community
service and financial need. From left to right, the winners in the first row are:
Taylor DiGloria of Methuen, Kristen Keller of South Hampton, NH, Denisse Collazo
of Lawrence, Mei-Mei Zhao of North Andover, Elizabeth McLaughlin of Methuen,
Sara Anziani of Lawrence, and Paige Connors of Andover. Second Row: Steve To
of Lawrence, Christopher Palmieri of Andover, Michael Li of Andover, Thomas
Connors of Andover and Joshua Fieldhouse of Methuen. Winners not pictured are
Benjamin Cosgrove, Meaghan Rose McComisky of Methuen, and Jessica Ragnio of
Andover.

The CollegeThe CollegeThe CollegeThe CollegeThe College
Club ofClub ofClub ofClub ofClub of
GreaterGreaterGreaterGreaterGreater

LawrenceLawrenceLawrenceLawrenceLawrence
ScholarshipScholarshipScholarshipScholarshipScholarship

AwardsAwardsAwardsAwardsAwards
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this has been very
helpful,” she said.
“Themes repeated
include: the high cost of
living and housing in our
area; uncontrolled
growth; overcrowding in
our schools; the need for
a new or renovated high
school; and
transportation/traffic
concerns. And of course,
everyone is worried about
health care costs and
availability.”

Asked if she favors universal health care
or single-payer health care, Campbell
seemed to favor a government-funded
system.

“The legislature took a step in the right
direction, but it will be a challenge to ensure
funding. We must continue to move
towards a system where everyone
contributes and where our health care
coverage is provided independently of our
employment. Our current system does not
work, in part, because as a society, we
frequently change employers and it does
not cover part-time workers.”

Campbell says she will be a “fiscally
conservative and very independent
Democrat.”

“As a citizen, I cannot accept the graft
associated with the Big Dig. I come from a
family where we all worked and contributed
in order to pursue a college education. My
education was obtained in large part as the
result of an ROTC scholarship. My votes
will be based solely on what is best for the

Methuen
State Rep. Candidate Linda Dean Campbell

Speaks out on IssuesFormer Methuen Councilor Linda Dean
Campbell is considered by insiders as the
front runner to replace Arthur Broadhurst
as Methuen’s only state representative.

As a candidate for City Council, Campbell
topped the ticket in each election that she
sought.

She is a former teacher, Army officer and
paratrooper. She received an Army ROTC
scholarship to U-MASS, Amherst,
graduated Phi Beta Kappa, and received a
master’s degree in International Relations
from the University of Southern California
while in the Army.

Campbell says that, despite the number
of candidates in the race, her campaign is
already in “high gear.” She received a “great
boost from Methuen Democrats at the
recent annual breakfast,” where she
garnered 53 percent of the vote in a straw
poll. The other three candidates split the
remainder of the vote.

“We are also honored to have strong
union support, “including our local
carpenters and the endorsement of the
Methuen Police Superior Officers
Association.”

Campbell says she has also received the
endorsement of the Massachusetts Chapter
of the Sierra Club. She says this was
“primarily as a result of the three-year battle
we won opposing the power plant on the
Dracut/Methuen line in the vicinity of
Wheeler Street.”

When asked about the theme of her
campaign, Campbell says that she is
interested in listening to the people and their
concerns, and that she will make their
concerns her concerns.

“Methuen voters have been very blunt
in their recommendations and concerns and

citizens of Methuen and
our commonwealth, and
this includes every dollar
I vote to appropriate.”

While serving on the
Methuen City Council for
six years, Campbell says
she was continually the
swing vote on important
issues, “because I am an
independent thinker and
I take each issue on its
own merits. My

approach will remain unchanged at the State
House.”

What will you do to help Methuen at the
State House?

“As a city councilor for six years, I was at
the receiving end of state policy and
funding, and I am intimately familiar with
the impact on our community. We have some
very specific needs in Methuen that I will
be addressing at the State House.

 I continue to coordinate with Mayor
Manzi and Treasurer Cahill regarding
funding for our high school renovations,
and with Senator Baddour on the planned
changes to the rotary in Methuen, an exit
ramp on Pelham St, and of course, the Howe
St. bridge. A top priority will be to return
local aid to previous levels.”

We asked Campbell about her position
on education issues: “Methuen citizens are
charging me with two missions at the State
House: fix the high school and provide for
more teachers to lower class sizes. I have
two school–aged children and I share their
concerns.”

Campbell says she is a strong believer in
public education. “If a school is failing or
not performing adequately, let’s fix the
problem at the school.” Campbell opposes
the MCAS test as a requirement for high
school graduation. “Many of my
constituents have contacted me expressing
deep concern regarding students who have
fulfilled the traditional requirement for
graduation from high school, but did not
receive a diploma from the Commonwealth
of Massachusetts because they failed to
pass the MCAS. As a parent, I am very
sympathetic to this concern and I do not

understand how this policy benefits our
society.”

“MCAS challenges both our students
and our teachers – which is good. Typically,
Massachusetts scores in the upper 10% of
national testing. Obviously, our students
need a more challenging test, so let’s use
MCAS as a reward for our exceptional
students by offering them scholarships to
our public colleges and universities. Finally,
as the first public school was established in
Boston, it goes without saying that our
public colleges and universities should be
the best in the nation and affordable for
Massachusetts’ citizens. As a University
of Massachusetts – Amherst graduate, I am
passionately committed to this goal.”

Campbell opposes the death penalty,
supports parental notification for minors
seeking an abortion, and says she opposes
giving government services to illegal aliens.

“They must become citizens of our
country and they should follow the same
laws that apply to those legal immigrants
currently seeking citizenship,” she said. She
did not address whether or not illegal aliens
should be deported.

The former Gulf War veteran says she
generally “supports referendum petitions
as they are the only vehicle that our citizens
have to check judges who legislate.”

She said she feels strongly that her job is
to listen and to represent, not to impose her
viewpoints on her constituents.

Campbell says her most immediate
concerns for Methuen are the recent state
cuts in local aid. “Methuen has not yet
recovered from (those cuts). Restoring this
funding will be a top priority as will the high
school and our transportation needs.”

“There is a critical need to stop the exodus
of Massachusetts workers – and to attract
new industries to our commonwealth. If we
do this, our tax base will continue to erode
and unemployment will continue to rise. I
have specific suggestions regarding this
crisis which I will be discussing during the
course of the campaign.”

Campbell is running in the Democrat
primary against Mike Hennessy, Chris
DiBella and Ed “Hoppy” Curran. If
successful  she will face Republican Robert
Andrew and Independent Ken Henrick in
the final election.

Lawrence, Mass. – Home Health VNA
(Visiting Nurses Association) has awarded
Nury Yagual, a graduate from the Allied
Health Technology program at Greater
Lawrence Technical School, its scholarship
given annually in memory of a former
employee.

The $300 scholarship was established in
1995 as a tribute to Lisa Santiago Ventura,
an employee of the home care agency, who
was killed during a high-speed police chase.
Ms. Ventura was an innocent bystander
whose vehicle was fatally struck during the
chase.  In her memory, the agency gives
the Lisa Santiago Ventura Memorial
Scholarship to a graduating senior of the
Greater Lawrence Technical School, where
she was a student.

“We are happy to support students who
are entering the health care field,” said
Joan Stygles Hull, RN, MBA, President/
CEO of Home Health VNA.  “Nury has
shown a great deal of commitment to the

industry, and we are proud to award her this
scholarship.”

Ms. Yagual, a Lawrence resident, will be
attending Salem State College in the fall
where she plans to pursue a career in
nursing.   She was a member of the National
Honor Society, Tech Prep and SkillsUSA, a
national organization for technical high
schools and colleges.

“The Allied Health Program at Greater
Lawrence Technical School was a great
experience,” said Yagual.  “I am looking
forward to continuing my career in health
care.”

Home Health VNA is a not-for-profit home
care agency affiliated with HomeCare, Inc.
and Merrimack Valley Hospice.  The three
agencies serve over 80 communities in
Southern New Hampshire and the
Merrimack Valley.  To learn more about them,
visit their website at
www.homehealthvna.org.

Home Health VNA Awards
Scholarship to Greater Lawrence

Technical School Student

Valley Patriot Staff

This is Where I Stand was created by SPROUT (Splattered
Paint Revealed on ‘Ur Turf), a collaboration between Es-
sex Art Center and students from the Collaborative Alter-
native School, located in Methuen. The project is funded
in part by a grant from the Mass. Cultural Council’s
YouthReach program. SPROUT members and leaders with
New Balance designers, Andrew Bjornson, Andrew Nyssen
and Kyle Strek. New Balance donated sneakers to each
SPROUT member to customize. Their sneakers were part
of the exhibition, “This is Where I Stand.”
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Leani Ortega is hugged by
“Latino American Idol” Franciso,
who performed at the
Campagnone Common in Lawrence
during the annual Hispanic Week
festivities. After the performance,
Francisco went into the crowd of
adoring fans to sign autographs
and have his picture taken.

Methuen News: Continued from Page 25
I am reminded that like the Lebanese of

today, God, Family and Country were
paramount in their lives.

We are the Phoenicians. We are the first
people to travel the seas and venture to
new and exciting lands.

The first wave of Lebanese arrived in
America only 100 years ago. We should
reflect on their outstanding contributions.
Hopefully we can follow suit and their
example.

We need to acknowledge that this tiny
country about 2/3rds the size of Connecticut
gave the world the alphabet, glass, the first
sailors, the likes of Kahlil Gibran, Said
Alekel, and other sons and daughters of
Lebanon such as Dr. Michael Debake who
gave us the heart pump, Danny Thomas of
St. Jude Hospital, sports figures like
quarterbacks Doug Flutie and John Elway,
entertainers like Tony Shalhoub of Monk,
and director Tom Shidyac of Ace Ventura
fame.

Let us not forget military leader General
John Abizaid of Iraqi Freedom. Christa
McAuliffe followed her dreams of teaching
and space and was an astronaut onboard
the Shuttle grandfather was the second
priest on the roster of St. George’s Orthodox
Church.

They were people you could admire and
they assimilated well.

Their successes are evidenced by their
children and grandchildren. You must
continue with that tradition.

As a politician and community activist, I
often reflect on the way my parents and
grandparents made contributions to their
community, their family and their country.

I am conscious of the whole notion of
that responsibility in my day-to-day

decision making processes, and no doubt
you will be too, as you move forward in
your career and future.

It has been my desire to serve the citizens
of Methuen as an elected official and to
make a difference in my community by
drafting legislation that will provide much
needed relief in the areas of community
safety, in drug free zones and neighborhood
associations.

I have founded the Methuen Youth Corps
to provide the youth of Methuen the
opportunity to volunteer both in the city
and for not-for-profits so that they can make
a difference and learn the biggest secret of
volunteerism, that it is in giving that you
receive.

Being an American of Lebanese decent, a
wife and mother, and a politician are all roles
I wholeheartedly embrace.

The challenges are great and many. I
remind myself of my relatives who preceded
me and it is there that I receive strength
through their example.

It is through all of those holidays, family
gatherings and Sunday dinners, mahrajans
and haiflis that we have come to understand
who we are.

If you don’t know who you are, it will be
extremely difficult to know where you are
going. So, in your bright future when you
are asked about your heritage, remember -
remember, it is not about the food.

National
Tom Duggan’s Notebook: From Page 11

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the former
Central District Councilor in Methuen
and was elected as a city councilor
“at large” last year. She is also the
founder of the Methuen Youth Corps
and hosts "Call to Serve." You can
email her at kcoreyrahme
@comcast.net

loneliness.  Bring it to God in prayer.  Be
open to what it can teach you.

 Karen Katafiasz, Director of
Communications for the Sisters of
Benedict, says it best in how to take
heart for the future: “After the death of
your spouse, you know that your life will
never be the same.  But it can be good
again, and rich and rewarding, and filled
with meaning and love.  There will be
tough times ahead, but believe you will
get through them, as others have.  The
grieving process is a journey of rebirth.
When your spouse died, so did your life
together on earth.  And so did a part of
you.

It’s time now for transformation.  You
can begin with small steps to reshape

your life.  You have a reason for living
and a future worth living for.   There will
come a time when you realize that
something as last has changed.  The
realization wil l dawn gradual ly,
imperceptibly, like the sun rising on a new
day.  The sharpness of the pain will be
gone, and memories will make you smile.
You will recognize that wonderful, familiar
sensation called hope.  You will know
peace.”

- For life must go on.  -

Fiorentini vetoed the proposal, but
Ryan and the Council overrode that
veto last week. The Trib has
threatened a lawsuit, prompting the
Council to recommend that
Fiorentini not enforce the new
ordinance for 6 months while it meets
with the Trib lawyer to see if the issue
can be resolved in some way.

Big Spender Wants to
Join Taxpayers

Association

Here it is, the funniest item of the month.
Do you remember Jack Watkins from the
North Andover Finance Committee? Jack
never met a tax increase or Prop 2 1/2
Override he didn’t fall in love with. He is
perhaps best known as spokesman for the
Financial Task Force that recommended an
unbelievable $10 million tax override that
went nowhere back in 2002. Most of his
career on the FINCOM has been spent
trying to scare taxpayers into spending more
and more money for the schools. Remember
“The wolves are at the door”? That was
JACK! Remember “48 teachers will be laid
off if we don’t support the $4 million 2002
override!” That was Jack, too! Of course,
when that override failed, NO teachers were
laid off, but that didn’t stop ol’ Jack the
following year when he proposed budget
cuts that “would hurt” enough to get public
support for even more overrides. Remember
all the vicious attacks launched against Ted
Tripp (president of the North Andover
Taxpayers Association) and those who
opposed the overrides? That was Jack, too!
So it was the height of amusement last
month when big spender JACK Watkins quit
FINCOM and tried to join the North
Andover Taxpayers Association (who
oppose all overrides). Jesus, you just can’t
make this stuff up!

Chet Sidel and the Parasites

You have to hand it to Chet Sidel and his
pals at Lawrence Community Works. After
getting $1 million from the state for their
project at St. Lawrence’s O’Toole, and
$30,000 from the Lawrence City Council to
run art festivals, now Sidel and the poverty
pimps want to hold a taxpayer-funded Jazz
Festival on Appleton Street. At a time when
Lawrence is cutting positions and slashing
its budget, leaders in the city have no shame
at all when they hand over thousands of
dollars to these people.

But, who knows, maybe Sidel and his
friends at LCW will start their own jazz band.
They can call themselves, “Sidel and the
Parasites.” Their first number will be,
“Brother Can You Spare a Dime.”

Secretary of State Who?!?

Word on Haverhill Street (the city of
Lawrence’s Community Development office)
is that a high ranking member of Secretary
William Galvin’s Office, who identified
himself as such, read Michael Sweeney the
riot act last week about the need to get a
friend of Galvin’s some city-owned
property. Sweeney, once he realized what
the call was about, told him to “go pound
sand and to call back when Galvin is
governor,” an exact quote as heard by one
of the employees at Haverhill Street.
Apparently, this overpaid state worker was
upset when Sweeney refused to break the
law. While he issued a harsh “no comment!”
and hung up the phone, Planning Director
Sweeney needs to remember that the walls
have ears. Our question to Secretary Galvin
is this: Do your employees have anything
better to do on the taxpayer’s time than play
real estate broker? Stay Tuned!

Stadium Ceremony

Special thanks to Lawrence Mayor
Michael Sullivan, Tommy Schiavone and

concerning potential placements, wages,
duties and union issues. Mr. Joe Viel from
DPW, Department Heads Caroline Ganley
and Ezra Glenn all provided insight to the
needs of various city departments and
where the impact would be the greatest to
help the residents and businesses of
Lawrence. Teamwork, not personalities, is
what gets the job done.

Thank You

Judy Perkins, who took on the challenge
of ensuring that all public damages resulting
from the historical flooding are being
addressed has been doing great work on
that project.

Mr. Riley and his staff at the Senior Center
were invaluable during the flood. Whenever

Mayor Sullivan or I asked, Mr. Riley simply
responded, “That’s it? What else can we
do?”

A great guy running a program that
everyone can be proud of.  And finally Rose.
During the flood she provided critical
assistance to our city by providing
translation services, working late and being
wherever she was asked to be. No
complaints, no issues, just got the job done.
Thank you.

Beacon of Hope: From Page 18

Planning for Our Future: From Page 6

Planning Director Michael Sweeney
for putting together a wonderful
dedication ceremony for our
deserving veterans at the re-
dedication of the Veterans
Memorial Stadium last month. I
also want to thank them for
enduring the usual Lawrence
pettiness that always seems to
prevail whenever something
positive is being done in the city.

For years, Lawrence mayors promised to fix
the stadium when they ran for office and for
years those mayors (Kennedy, Kevin
Sullivan, Dowling, etc.) took stadium
restoration funds and diverted them to pet
projects. But Mike Sullivan actually got the
job done. Once again, Lawrence has a
monument to our deserving war veterans
that is worthy of their sacrifice. Now Sullivan
has another task before him and that is to
establish a public-private partnership or
commission to oversee its funding for
stadium maintenance.

Prayers Needed

The Valley Patriot has learned that two
active members of the community are not
feeling well and are in need of prayers. We
hope both Mike and Alfredo are feeling
better as quickly as possible. We also ask
that you keep them in your prayers.

Mayor's Budget Includes
$30,000 Giveaway to Community

Works...SWEENEY ON BOARD?

While the Lawrence City Council
grapples with raising taxes sewer and water
rates, cutting staff positions in city hall and
a budget that is out of balance, Mayor
Sullivan has the nerve to propose  a $30,000
giveaway to the poverty pimps at Lawrence
Community Works (anyone see them
helping out during the flood?) The money
will go to pay for a two day a week position
whereby the employee, selected by Chet
Sidel and Bill Trainor, will not answer to
the city, but to Trainor and Sidel. What's
more, the position will be a six month
position to organize festivals! And by the
way, wasn't it LCW who received $30 grand
last year from the City of Lawrence to
increase public participation in the city
budget process? Because, last month there
was no sign of Community Works or the
general public to speak at the publicly
posted budget  hearings! So, let me see if I
have this right... $30 grand was WASTED
on LCW last year with ZERO results for the
money they were paid off, and now Sullivan
wants to hand over another $30 grand??
Who could make this up? Here’s the best
part... word in city hall is that Lawrence
Planning Director Michael Sweeney has
worked out an agreement to help the
poverty pimps get their $30,000. I cannot
wait for Sweeney to explain that one!

Michael Sweeney is the planning
director for the city of Lawrence, a
former member of the Lawrence City
Council and School Committee.  You
can e-mail Mr. Sweeney at
Esqsweeney @aol.com.

Jim is Vice-Commander of American Legion
Post #219. He served as a combat infantryman
in WWII, fighting in France and Germany with
the 70th Infantry Division. Jim Cassidy was
awarded the Bronze Star for his service. You
can email him with questions or comments at:
Cassperryst@aol.com
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OPENPublic Health Nurse Supervisor
$695.46 - $823.34 per Week

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.
or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for

CITY OF
LAWRENCE

Job Posting

Applications & detailed job descriptions are available in the
Personnel Office - 200 Common Street, Suite 303, Lawrence, MA
01840 or by browsing our website at www.cityoflawrence.com

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director
An Equal Opportunity Employer

$20.00 per hour

OPENProgram Director,
Tobacco Control Program

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.
or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for

CITY OF
LAWRENCE

Job Posting

Applications & detailed job descriptions are available in the
Personnel Office - 200 Common Street, Suite 303, Lawrence, MA
01840 or by browsing our website at www.cityoflawrence.com

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director
An Equal Opportunity Employer

OPENFood Inspector -
$32,562.59 per year

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.
or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for

CITY OF
LAWRENCE

Job Posting

Applications & detailed job descriptions are available in the
Personnel Office - 200 Common Street, Suite 303, Lawrence, MA
01840 or by browsing our website at www.cityoflawrence.com

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director
An Equal Opportunity Employer

OPENDirector of Crime & Disorder
 Analysis Unit -

 $50,000 - $65,000 per year
For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.

or the Office of the Mayor
200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for

CITY OF
LAWRENCE

Job Posting

Applications & detailed job descriptions are available in the
Personnel Office - 200 Common Street, Suite 303, Lawrence, MA
01840 or by browsing our website at www.cityoflawrence.com

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director
An Equal Opportunity Employer

OPENCOMPTROLLER
$60K - $70K per year

For applications, contact the Lawrence Personnel Dept.
or the Office of the Mayor

200 Common St., Lawrence, MA

 Now Accepting Applications for

CITY OF
LAWRENCE

Job Posting

Applications & detailed job descriptions are available in the
Personnel Office - 200 Common Street, Suite 303, Lawrence, MA
01840 or by browsing our website at www.cityoflawrence.com

Frank Bonet, Personnel Director
An Equal Opportunity Employer

Helping you care for yours, the way
we care for ours...

New England
Psychological Consultants

45 Merrimack St., 5th Fl., Ste. 502

Lowell, MA 01853

Phone: 978-452-7038
Call for Rates

Pediatric, Adult and Geriatric
Neuropsychological and

Psychological Assessment

...WHEN YOU NEED A HELPING HAND

Everybody hurts sometimes ...
Understanding your own, your child's, loved
one's, or elderly's needs can often be confusing.

It's okay to reach out for help. We're here
to help you through these times with
Individual, Family, Group therapy or
Assessment

Dr. Guzman

2 BEDROOM, KITCHEN, LIVING ROOM, LAUNDRY ROOM, BATH. SECURE
LOCATION IN SOUTH LAWRENCE. PORTLAND STREET.

ONLY $850.00 (FIRST, LAST) 2ND OR 3RD FLOOR AVAILABLE
CALL: VINNY 603-770-7805

APARTMENT FOR RENT:



Leading OB/GYN specialists such as Andover Obstetrics

& Gynecological Associates, P.C., are scheduling day 

surgery at the Andover Surgery Center for the conven-

ience of their patients. As the first licensed free-standing

surgicenter in Massachusetts, the Andover Surgery

Center offers the latest in medical technology, a highly

experienced staff, and efficient scheduling and opera-

tions. Our mission is to help physicians deliver quality

care to their patients in a timely manner – in a caring,

comfortable setting. The Andover Surgery Center sets 

the standard in surgical day care.

Andover OB/GYN has over twenty years experience in OB/GYN procedures such as colposcopies,

D & C hysteroscopies, leep, DX laparoscopies and tubal ligations. Their office is located at 

140 Haverhill Street in Andover, with other offices in Lawrence and Salem, New Hampshire. 

Call 978-475-2731 for more information.

Andover Surgery Center, LP
Doctors Park • 138 Haverhill Street, Andover
978-475-2880 • www.andoversurgerycenter.com

Fully accredited by the AAAHC and certified by Medicare, the Andover Surgery Center has contracts with all major medical insurance providers.

Operating close to home...

Let us make
your day easier

Andover OB/GYN
Edwin Radke, M.D., Thomas Davidson, M.D.

and Andrea Polansky, M.D. Not shown: Elise Saks, M.D.


