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World Class Drum Corps Returns to Lawrence
First Major Event at the New Stadium

Cavaliers

Boston Crusaders

Glassmen

Southwind

Capital Regiment

Pacific Crest

Blue Stars

An incredible evening of musical pageantry featuring:An incredible evening of musical pageantry featuring:An incredible evening of musical pageantry featuring:An incredible evening of musical pageantry featuring:An incredible evening of musical pageantry featuring:

Wednesday, AWednesday, AWednesday, AWednesday, AWednesday, August 2 at 7:00 pm  •  Vugust 2 at 7:00 pm  •  Vugust 2 at 7:00 pm  •  Vugust 2 at 7:00 pm  •  Vugust 2 at 7:00 pm  •  Veterans Memorial Stadiumeterans Memorial Stadiumeterans Memorial Stadiumeterans Memorial Stadiumeterans Memorial Stadium

5-TIME DCI

WORLD CHAMPIONS

TICKETS: $30, 25, 20, 15  (617)268-4600  OR   www.crusaders.com
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A Drum Corps International Tour Event

Presented by the Boston Crusaders
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ANDOVER — This spring, 23 Greater
Lawrence Technical School seniors worked to
develop helpful products for area residents with
disabilities.

The students, who were all in instructor Matt
Flood’s physics class, elected to work on the
projects instead of taking a final exam for the
school year.

They split into groups to design devices such
as a paper-folding machine for a woman with
cerebral palsy, and a boosting chair for a client
with lupus.

“They had project deadlines they had to
meet, and then they had to write a reflection
paper at the end,” Mr. Flood said. “They took
what they’ve learned in class and in their career
areas, and they used it to help people,” he said.
“They’ve learned engineering, budgeting, and
scheduling.”

The students recently demonstrated their
projects at the annual Assistive Technology
Design Fair, held at the University of
Massachusetts Lowell.

Seven students pooled their knowledge to
create the boosting chair: Hewerd Gomez
(Automotive), Emerlyn Tavarez (Machine
Technology/CAD), Yira Espino (Autobody), Samantha
Richardson (Machine Technology/CAD), Gloriluz Rosario
(Cosmetology), Sacha Ortiz (Cosmetology), and Greg Cora
(Metal Fabrication).

“Their client has lupus, so she has a hard time getting
out of chairs,” Mr. Flood said. “They made a chair that has
hydraulic shocks on it, which will help push her up and out
of the chair.

GrGrGrGrGr. L. L. L. L. Laaaaawrwrwrwrwrence Tence Tence Tence Tence Tech Studentsech Studentsech Studentsech Studentsech Students
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“It’s going well,” he said just before the design fair in
Lowell, when students were completing and testing their
projects. “Metal Fabrication has been very helpful with
that, because there’s a lot of welding and metal work
involved.”

Working on the paper-folding machine were Ashley Artis
(Fashion) Rose Meservey (Cosmetology), Jesenia Gonzalez
(Cosmetology), Jon Cantone (Automotive), and Kristina
Bourque (Automotive).

“Their client has cerebral palsy, so her
hands shake a lot,” Mr. Flood said. “Right
now, her job is to put fuses in a box, and
put stickers on them. However, she’d like
to get a pay raise, and to do that, she
needs to be able to fold papers and stuff
them in envelopes.

She can’t fold the papers because of
her condition, so they’re making a
machine that will do it for her.”

Sarahi Alvarez (Allied Health), Natacha
Pena (Allied Health), Staci Ellington
(Electronics), Jonathan Shephard
(Carpentry), and Ornela Cordero
(Electronics) worked on an armrest for a
client with carpal tunnel syndrome.

“She can’t shift her car, because it hurts
too much,” Mr. Flood said.

“They’ve made a support that’s actually
a guitar footrest with a cushion on top
that she can use to rest her arm while
shifting. It makes it easier for her to drive,
because she doesn’t have to have
someone in the passenger seat shift for
her.”

A fourth group used vibrating pager
technology to notify a deaf client when his doorbell rings.

The students in that group are Shaun Lawson (Electrical),
Marcelino Garcia (Autobody), Irene Fernandez (Marketing),
Kathy Morales (Marketing), Carolina Abreu (Marketing),
and Eric Santiago (Graphics).

 “It’s been great,” Mr. Flood said. “A lot of the people
we’re helping are family members, so it gives the students
more ownership.

Graham Entwistle

When two area ambulance companies
approached Northern Essex Community
College, explaining the critical shortage of
certified paramedics, a new Associate in
Science Degree in Paramedic Technology
was born.

The Massachusetts Board of Higher
Education recently approved this new
program which was developed after an
advisory board of fire, police, emergency
personnel and ambulance company
representatives conducted a needs
analysis.

According to the Massachusetts
Ambulance Association, the commonwealth
of Massachusetts has openings for 200
paramedics.

The two local ambulance companies,
Trinity EMS, Inc. and Action Ambulance
Service, calculate they could immediately
employ 40 additional paramedics.

In addition, hospitals, public ambulance
services, and area fire departments are also
in need of paramedics.

Northern Essex currently offers an
Emergency Medical Technician – Basic
Course, which prepares graduates to take
the EMT - Basic certification examination,
which is the first level of certification for
pre-hospital emergency medical services
personnel.

Graduates of the new Associate Degree
in Paramedic Technology will be eligible to
take the National Registry of Emergency
Medical Technicians examination, which is
the highest level of certification.

Students admitted to the new associate
degree program must first complete an
approved EMT-Basic course, which
Northern Essex offers, pass the EMT-Basic
certification examination, and work for one
year as an EMT.

The associate’s degree program, which
employs a full-time program coordinator, a
part-time clinical education coordinator, and
a part-time medical director, prepares
students for more advanced emergency
medical services.

The program is presented through a series
of lectures, laboratories, hospital clinicals,
and a field internship.

It meets the requirements of the
Massachusetts Department of Public
Health, Office of Emergency Medical
Services, and the national guidelines for
paramedic education.

Fifteen students will be accepted into the
inaugural program for the fall of 2006. NECC
hopes to accept 20 students into future
classes.

New Associate’s Degree at Northern
Essex Meets Critical Need

For additional information on the program, contact Jackie
Long-Goding at 978-738-7481, or jlonggoding@necc.mass.edu.

At the Assistive Technology Design Fair, Greater Lawrence Technical
High School students Natacha Pena, Ornela Cordero and Jonathan
Shepard display an armrest they designed and built to help a
client with carpal tunnel syndrome shift her car.

photo: Barbara Parente

Celebrate! And that is what
the families of the Leahy Family
Literacy Pilot did on the evening
of Tuesday, June 20th. They
gathered at the Leahy
Elementary School to celebrate
their literacy achievements. It
was hard to tell who was more
proud of whom. Minerva
Santos’ son, Carlos, relayed on
a video which was shown
during the evening’s program
that he was “happy because his
mom could speak English better
and he no longer had to

translate for her.” Guillermo Henriquez, a parent, expressed gratitude for the “free”
opportunity to improve his English skills and great pride in being able to help his son with
homework. His son, Joseph Henriquez, beamed as he related how much he has enjoyed
attending school with his father and helping him learn.

Over the past year, the Pathways to Family Success partnership sponsored a family
literacy program two evenings a week at the Leahy Elementary School. While children
attended an academic support program, their parents attended ESOL classes (English for
Speakers of Other Languages). Once a week, they came together for a one–hour, interactive
family literacy activity which involved reading a book together, discussing the content
and doing a related educational activity. The program also helped families connect with
needed social services.

Helping families is not a unique concept. What is unusual is the way the program is
organized to respond to the literacy needs of families.  In the city of Lawrence, 82% of the
children are growing up in a family where English is not the primary language spoken at
home. Every day many of these children struggle with learning English and completing
homework assignments without parental help. Often they are the translator for their parents.
At the same time, their teachers are working around language barriers with the children
and the parents. The parents are not immune to language issues and are caught in a web
of barriers. They want their children to get educated and have a better life. They would
like to help them with homework assignments and speak with their child’s teacher, but
they can’t. Though they would like to learn English, finding time and resources is not
easy. Many non-English speaking parents work several jobs at low wages and do not own
a car. Bus routes often end before classes end. Wait lists to learn English are long, sometimes
held at inconvenient times or places and some are beyond their means.

  Outcome data on the Leahy Family Literacy Pilot shows great promise in addressing
literacy needs of non-English speaking families. Both children and parents made gains in
their literacy skills. Truly, there was much to celebrate!

Leahy Family Literacy Pilot
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Book Keepers Corner
Dr. Charles Ormsby

TTTTThe Bridge at The Bridge at The Bridge at The Bridge at The Bridge at Toko-Rioko-Rioko-Rioko-Rioko-Ri
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT ™

“A Truck Lover”

St. Patrick School in Lawrence, MA will be
celebrating its 100th Anniversary with a Gala
Celebration on Sunday, October 15th, 2006. Mass will
begin at 2:00PM at St. Patrick Church followed by a
reception and dinner at St. Patrick Parish Center. For more
information contact Mary Ellen at 978-683-5822 or send
an E-mail to saintpatrickschool@saintpatrickparish.com.

St. Patrick School in Lawrence is in the process of
updating its Alumni records in preparation for the 100th
Anniversary of the school. If you are a graduate of St.
Patrick School and have not been in touch with the school
in recent years, we would like to hear from you! Drop a
note to St. Patrick School, 101 Parker Street, Lawrence,
MA 01843 or send an email to saintpatrickschool
@saintpatrickparish.com

St. Patrick School in Lawrence is now accepting appli-
cations for Pre-Kindergarten classes for the 2006/2007
school year. Children MUST be 4 years old by September
1, 2006 to be eligible. Spaces are available for 2, 3,or 5
days in the Half Day or Full Day Program. For more
information, contact Sr. Maria J. Foley at 978-683-5822.

100th Anniversary of
Saint Patrick's School

Kids & Education

Please send questions to RAISE ‘EM
RIGHT™, P.O. Box 831, Carlisle, MA 01741
or e-mail to RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com.

My 3 ½ year old son loves
trucks and anything else
that goes vroom. He
entertains himself for hours
on end, sending the vehicles
up and down the hallways.
A lot of days that’s all he
wants to do. I would like to
see him enjoying books
and also using the blocks we bought him
for his birthday. How can I move him to
some other toys or activities?

This is not unusual behavior for a child
of his age. However, if you want to start
extending his play see if you can help him
build a garage for his vehicles, or maybe a
road they can drive on, or tunnels they can
shoot through, or ramps they can fly down.
Suggest one of these and start building,
hopefully he will get into it with you and
take over. Go with his ideas and don’t try to
make anything perfect or the way you
would.

You might also look for children’s books
with truck, car, or fire engine themes at the
library. Many of the books for children this
age have large enticing pictures that will
get him focused. Start by talking about the
pictures and reading the few captions there
may be.

Libraries sometimes carry simple knob
puzzles with transportation themes that
appeal to children in this age bracket. You
could also search for chubby books (so
called because they are tiny and fat) that
are shaped liked cars or trucks.

Many of these have wheels on them so
they are books and a toy that can be driven
at the same time. Get out some old shoe
boxes, some used lids from plastic or glass
jars, spread out some paper on the floor
and give him some glue. Let him make his
own trucks.

Get a large box and let him use markers on
it or paint it as a garage for his collections.
Take the interest he has and expand it and
you will find his interests will broaden.

I would like to buy my four
year old grandson
paperback books that can be
left at my home. Nowadays
there are so many to choose
from and some of them look
junky. Can you give me
general guidelines of what to
look for that will appeal to

him?

First of all, don’t be tricked into buying
too many books that are offshoots of the
children’s television programming.

Some of these have absolutely no plot
and lousy illustrations, but sell well because
they are connected to the cartoons.
Although these have great commercial
appeal to children; limit the amount of
money you spend on this type because
most are mediocre literature at best.

Look for books with simple, under-
standable plots and with characters that will
catch your child’s interest. Your child will
relate well to families, animals, and children.

Many youngsters like books that center
on dinosaurs, cars, and trucks. Your
grandson will be flattered and pleased if you
take the time to ask him what his favorite
books are and purchase some with the same
general themes. It would also be great if
you can take him with you when making
some of your purchases. He and you could
spend some time in the bookstore reading
area browsing and then he could help make
selections.

Part of a book’s lasting appeal is due to
good illustrations. These enable the child
who can not read yet to enjoy the book
without the help of an adult. Try to find
books that are illustrated in different styles.
Look for stories depicted with real photo-
graphs or drawings which are done in an
unusual style to add variety to the books
that are read.

I happened to be at North
Andover’s Stevens
Memorial Library when the
annual book sale caught my
eye. Fifty cents for
paperbacks seemed like a
good deal, so I began my
search. Aware of the pending
trash tax, I resolved not to
buy on a whim, but only buy
books that I was certain to
read and keep.

The great cover on “The
Bridges at Toko-Ri” and its
famous author, James
Michener, — not to mention
the book’s byline, “A great
American novelist’s stirring
tribute to the carriers, the
planes and the men of the
U.S. Navy” — seemed like a
certain bargain. I paid my fifty cents and
headed for home with great anticipation.
Only after sitting down for a good read did
I discover that I had been ripped off! The
book had a retail price displayed on the
cover of 45 cents. So much for my bargain
hunting skills!

As it turned out, however, the book was
a bargain. While a work of fiction, it tells a
very realistic story about the experiences
of those who piloted jet fighters in the
Korean War — the first war that jets ruled
the sky, the deck crews who supported
launch/recovery operations, and the
helicopter rescue crews who, all-to-often,
had to pull downed pilots from the icy waters
off North Korea.

Michener’s genius is his ability to make
the reader feel that he is there, right next to
the men of Task Force 77 whose mission
was to destroy the Communist-held bridges
at Toko-Ri.

One minute you are kneeling on the flight
deck of the Savo with freezing salt spray
stinging your face. As you watch a pilot
salute, the catapult officer whips his right
hand down, the catapult fires, and nine tons

of jet aircraft are slammed
into the night sky and
slowly disappear.

The next minute you are
standing on a platform
jutting out of the side of the
carrier next to “Beer Barrel,”
the best carrier landing
officer in the Navy. As the
deck rolls and lifts and falls,
Beer Barrel has an uncanny
ability to direct
approaching planes so
they will slam safely on the
deck and catch an early
wire. “Don’t fly the deck!
Don’t fly the sea! Fly me!”
yells Beer Barrel as he
flashes his paddles at an
incoming pilot.

But, of course, the most exciting moments
are when you are strapped in beside the
pilot of a Banshee as he dives through enemy
flak to bomb the bridges at Toko-Ri. And
then you hear a plinking-thud. You are hit.
One engine explodes and shreds the plane
with turbine fragments as it disintegrates.
You realize that you may never make if out
of Korea and even if you do you will face a
crash landing in an icy sea and will freeze to
death in under 20 minutes. Excitement turns
to panic.

The only shortcoming of “The Bridges at
Toko-Ri” is that it is over too quickly. At
106 pages, it takes only a couple hours to
read. I guess I’ll just have to find another
Michener novel to pass the summer.

Oh, I checked the Internet for other
Michener books for sale and found the same
edition of “The Bridges at Toko-Ri” for $5. I
knew it was a good deal!

Our Lady of Good Counsel School in the Tower Hill section of Lawrence
is pleased to announce that plans are currently underway for an eighty-
fifth anniversary celebration of the founding of our school. Our Lady of
Good Counsel School, formerly known as St. Augustine’s, in Lawrence,
Massachusetts was founded in 1921 by the Sisters of Notre Dame. Our
Lady of Good Counsel Parish proudly sponsors our school, which was,
was created as a result of the parish reconfiguration in 2000 that merged
St. Augustine’s parish of Lawrence and St. Theresa’s parish of Methuen,
Massachusetts. We are fully accredited by the New England Association
of Schools and Colleges as a K-8 elementary school.

The celebration will be held at DiBurro’s Function Hall in Haverhill on
November 11, 2006. The event will also include opportunities for alumni
to support our school through raffles and a silent auction. Alumni living
in the local area are requested to call the school if you would like to
serve on a committee or need help in locating members of your class to
make plans for making a class gift to donate to the school. The committees
being formed include hospitality, fundraising, administrative, and
decorating. Your assistance is important to the success of this wonderful
celebration of your education here at Our Lady of Good Counsel School.

We are also pleased to announce the creation of a pre-K class
beginning in September of 2006. Open registration for all classes is now
being held at the school located at 526 Lowell Street, corner of Ames
and Lowell Streets in Lawrence. Please call the school for further details
at 978 682-9761

Our Lady of Good
Counsel School

526 Lowell Street
Lawrence, MA  01841

978-682-9761

“The Bridges at Toko-Ri,” by James
Michener, is (was) published by Bantam
Books by arrangement with Random
House, © 1953 by James Michener.
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Old Cell Phones Wanted
Do you have old cell phones that you no

longer use?

If you have answered yes to both questions, the Methuen Se-
nior center is collecting cell phones that can be pro-
grammed for 911 use for senior citizens.

Is it in good working condition?

Call (978) 794-3296 for more details.
Or just drop off your phone at the

Methuen Senior Center, 77 Lowell St.

Elect

Beacon of Hope
Who am I?  It’s July, school is out,

people are on vacation, towns are
preparing for their 4th of July
celebrations, everyone’s having fun ...
but I’m still in a hazy numbness, a
perpetual fog if you will, for I am still
grieving the loss of my beautiful wife
Lorraine, who passed away from this
earth in April.

 Why am I writing about this traumatic
crisis so soon?  An old Turkish proverb
says:  “those who conceal their grief find
no remedy.” So I find that writing on my
feelings is somewhat of a remedy and is
also therapeutic in the healing process
of grief.  It may also help other seniors
or even younger people who might lose
a spouse to death, one of life’s most
traumatic experiences.

Few events can affect you so
profoundly and bring such upheaval to
every aspect of your life.  You know that
the death of your spouse changes
everything ... including what you hoped
your future would be.

Before I continue, I would like to take
this opportunity to thank Ted Tripp, who
wrote a beautiful tribute to Lorraine in
last month’s Valley Patriot, titled “Tribute
to a Special Lady.”  Thank you Ted ... it
was beautiful and was appreciated by
many people in the valley who
commented on it to me.  My own family
was deeply touched.  There are many
people, friends and family, out there to

see you through this emotional crisis, as
I have already found out.

 My own immediate family has been
of immense support to me.  The North
Andover Senior Center has guided me
and drawn me to ways of coping with
grief, with new friends who are in the
same position as myself.  Their newest
grief session called “Beacon of Hope” is
set up where we can express our feelings
and get help from others in attendance.

 Often just hearing how others have
coped with their own losses will help.
Seek out other widowed persons ... sup-
port groups can be a godsend.  You can
tell your stories and listen to those of
others.  The topics you will cover will
range from the confusing and compli-
cated emotions of grief, to problems you
have in finding a reliable plumber or
electrician.  You’ll know that you are not
alone, and that what you are exper-
iencing is normal. Most importantly, you’ll
learn that others have found a way
through their grief, that they have sur-
vived, and that you can too.  Yet, even
with the support of others, there are
times you may still know a devastating
loneliness.

The most significant person in your life,
after all, is gone, and no one can suddenly
and completely step in to fill that
emptiness.  At those times, you may just
have to let yourself be with your

Seniors &Veterans
Senior Moments
with Jim Cassidy

Paid for by the Friends of Mike Hennessy,
Patricia Neel Treasurer

“Caring About Methuen’s Future”

* Health care
* School funding
* Auto insurance

Mike listens to the
citizens of  Methuen.
He wants to know what
is imporant to you.

If you would like to help with the campaign call:
978-682-7006 or email hennessy4rep@msn.com

Enjoy Your SummerEnjoy Your SummerEnjoy Your SummerEnjoy Your SummerEnjoy Your Summer

Please call:
978-688-3700

Continued on Page 26

Human parasites are overtly responsible
for the murder of approximately 100 million
humans over the last century. But they have
also caused the deaths of tens of millions
of additional humans inadvertently by
dramatically slowing the advancement of
human progress.

Parasites, by constantly expropriating the
property of others, reduce the capital
available for investment and the incentives
to invest what remains — investments that
would have been committed to research,
product development, and/or new
production capacity. Incomes are reduced,
products are produced with less efficiency
and therefore sell at higher cost, and new
products/technologies are not developed
due to the lack of investment capital.

The end result is a dramatic reduction in
the growth rate in the standard of living in
all countries. Parasites have the same effect
on a society’s engine of progress that a
gallon of molasses would have if it were
poured into the crankcase of your
automobile engine.

Imagine the lives that could be saved or
extended if we had the knowledge and
capital formation (i.e., factories and
infrastructure) that society will likely reach
in the year 2040. That is where we might be
today if just the last 100 years of human
parasites had not plied their trade.

Could society have achieved another 33
years of progress over the last 100 years
without the drain of society’s parasites?
Easily.

Even in one of the freest countries of the
Western World – the U.S. – the government
each year steals approximately half of our
national income. Assuming the government
spends this income with half the efficiency
of private owners (a generous assumption),
this still amounts to the outright destruction
of 25% of all newly created wealth each year.
Restoring that 25% each year would
represent a 33% increase in retained wealth
… each year. If the U.S.’s current average
growth rate is 3%/year, an extra 33% would
yield a growth rate of 4%/year. Compound
4% for 100 years and compare that to
compounding 3% each year for 133 years
… the results are essentially the same.

But this vastly underestimates the drag
on human progress caused by those who
are unwilling to support themselves and
who use the force of government to steal
the property and efforts of others.

Think of the destruction caused by the
human parasites that led to WW I and WW
II. Think of the loss of productivity of the
50% of the world that had to live under
communist dictatorship for 50 years. Think
of the total loss of progress on the African
continent over the last 60 years because
warlords, kings, and tyrants lived the good
life while ruling millions of poverty-stricken
subjects with an iron fist. Think of what
entrepreneurs might have accomplished in
Europe and the U.S. without the tax and
regulatory burdens imposed by socialists
and other proponents of parasite “rights.”

Before the few leftist readers (our modern
day parasites) of this column start
screaming that innocent people would be
starving if it wasn’t for them, they should
compare the percentage of people who
starve in socialist paradises to the
percentage that starve in economies that
incorporate even rudimentary capitalist
principles.

Raising the average standard of living of
a free society is the best protection against
starvation, not to mention disease, that is
possible. Free people with ample resources
will always be generous when it comes to
helping out those less fortunate. Now, that
may not include helping out parasites,
which gets us to the nub of the problem.

You see, parasites want to live as well or
better than you without having to expend
effort. Parasites want the advantage of
having your products without having to do
the work that you had to invest to acquire
them.

In a few cases — e.g., Hollywood stars
and the Kennedys — wealthy liberals who
favor parasite-friendly social policies fell
into their wealth without expending
substantial effort. While this is a dream come
true for a parasite, they know that others do
not share their good fortune and,
consequently, they feel guilty. In many
cases they are unworthy of their wealth,
but instead of using their own resources to
help those in need, they seek to prove their
compassion by creating welfare
entitlements. They resent those that earned
their wealth and they are ashamed by their
own good fortune.

Here is a fun test! How do you know if
you are a parasite?

*  Do you seek to gain an advantage in
life by disadvantaging others or supporting
restrictions on their rights?

*   Do you support regulations that ensure
your life is improved at the expense of
others?

*   Do you support taxes that will be used
to fund programs that will benefit you?

*  Do you think others in society owe
you or your family things that you want
such as food, clothing, shelter, medical
services, or educational opportunities?

If you answered yes to any of these,
congratulations! You qualify as a modern
day parasite! You probably think you are
an innocent, compassionate, well-meaning,
forward-looking individual, but, in reality,
you are a descendant — possibly sharing a
common faulty gene — of the earliest
human criminals that roamed the earth
clubbing their fellow humans and stealing
their food.

Don’t blame me ... I’m just the messenger.

Parasitic Urge: From Page 3

Dr. Ormsby is vice-chair of the North
Andover School Committee. He is a
graduate of Cornell and has a doctorate
from MIT. If you have any questions or
comments, you can contact Dr. Ormsby
via email: ccormsby@comcast.net
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Patriot of the Month: Joe Messina
They sank one and set the remaining two

on fire. After Joe returned to the ship, he
checked out a .50-caliber bullet hole in the
plane less than three feet from where he
was sitting. The war was now personal.

The next day the Hancock headed for the
island of Formosa. On October 12th, the
Helldivers took off to attack a chemical
factory at Karenko, which was unknowingly
defended
by hidden
20 mm and
40 mm
a n t i -
a i r c r a f t
guns. At
500 feet,
J o e ’ s
p l a n e
d r o p p e d
its bombs
when all of
a sudden
the left
w i n g
“blew up
in our
face.” A 40
mm shell had ripped a three-foot by three-
foot hole in the wing, tearing away the
altimeter, radio and flaps.

The crippled plane shuddered and
immediately turned back towards the
Hancock. Reaching the ship, the landing
signal officer noted the plane’s predicament
and called for the fire fighters and crash
crews to be alert. The Helldiver came in fast
and caught the third wire. As soon as the
plane stopped, Joe was out quickly and
moved to help Pilot Kalus get away from
the plane. Fear of fire was always a great
motivator.

On October 25th, the U.S. Fleet located a
large Japanese task force of 3-5 battleships,
4-6 cruisers, and at least 10 destroyers. Fifty-
five fighters, fifty-five bombers and
seventeen torpedo planes took off from the
Wasp, Hornet and Hancock to attack the
ships. At 1310 hours Joe’s flight sighted
the enemy.

From 12000 feet Joe’s Helldiver started
its decent through withering anti-aircraft fire
towards a heavy cruiser. At 5000 feet, with
the dive flaps closed, the plane hurtled
downwards and was doing close to 400
miles/hr when it finally released its bomb.
This was followed by a huge explosion on
the fantail of the ship. Joe’s Helldiver had
scored a direct hit. A moment later, Joe was

Seniors &Veterans

7 in Carrier Task Group 38.1, which consisted
of four carriers, two battleships, and various
cruisers and destroyers. He would go on to
complete 12 missions, earning the
Distinguished Flying Cross and two Air
Medals before it was all over.

Joe was born in Lawrence in 1923 and
attended the Leonard and Oliver schools,
graduating from Lawrence High in June of
1941. On December 7th that year, Joe was
watching a movie at the Victoria Theater
when an announcement was made that the
Japanese had just bombed Pearl Harbor. He
ran home to tell his parents that the country
was at war. At this time, Joe was working as
a welder at Bethlehem Steel’s Quincy
Shipyard and was subsequently declared
exempt from the draft. Even so, in 1942 Joe
tried to enlist in the Navy Seabees but was
turned away because of the critical nature
of his job.

In March of 1943 the Army decided it
needed Joe regardless of his job and tried
to draft him. While in high school, Joe had
spent a year in the Citizens’ Military
Training Camps – a predecessor to ROTC -
and the Army wanted men with experience.
He reported to the Boston Army Base and
promptly told the recruiter: “I’m not going
in the Army. Put me in the Navy or put me in
jail.” Joe had learned through a friend that
the food in the Navy was much better than

in the Army and he was determined to eat
well while serving his country. Fortunately,
the Army recruiter relented and handed Joe
over to a Navy officer who signed him up.

Joe was then sent to the Newport, R.I.
Naval Training Station for four months of
boot camp. Upon finishing, he signed up
for the “Cooks and Bakers School” — still
thinking about his stomach — but the Navy
sent him instead to Radio School at the
Naval Air Station in Jacksonville, Fla. This
was followed up with Radar School training,
and then in December Joe was sent to Naval
Air Gunnery School in nearby Yellowater,
Fla. Here Joe learned how to operate .30-
caliber machine guns in the Douglas SBD
Dauntless dive-bomber. He finished the
three months of training with 62 hours of
flight time and an appreciation for naval
aircraft.

In January of 1943 Joe Messina was sent
to the Naval Air Station in Wildwood, N.J.
to await orders. At this time the Navy was
forming Air Group 7 with the new Curtis
SB2C Helldiver, a far superior plane to the
Dauntless. In April he was assigned to Air
Group 7 and was sent to Quonset Point, R.I.
for further training. This is where Joe met
his pilot, Lt. Dan Kalus, whom he would fly
with on all future missions.

The new air group practiced formation
flying, navigation, gunnery and dive-
bombing while waiting for deployment. That
came several months later when the aircraft
carrier USS Hancock was launched from the
Quincy Shipyard. Incredibly, Joe had
worked on the Hancock as a shipyard welder
before he entered the Navy. While serving
on the ship, he could proudly point out
sections he had helped to build.

The Hancock was an 888-ft long, 27,000-
ton fast carrier with 36 bombers, 36 fighters
and 18 torpedo planes. It had a top speed of
33 knots and a complement of 3000 to 4000
crew and officers.

By August of 1944, the Hancock, with Joe
Messina aboard, had completed a
shakedown cruise and was headed to the
Pacific war zone via the Panama Canal, San
Diego and Pearl Harbor. The Hancock
would eventually become part of Rear
Admiral Bogan’s Carrier Task Group
containing the carriers USS Wasp, USS
Hornet and USS Intrepid.

On October 10, 1944, Joe saw his first
action. He was part of a formation of six
Helldivers which attacked three Japanese
cargo ships.
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Photo by Joe Messina of Japanese heavy cruiser
just hit by a bomb from his own Helldiver

Joe Messina - 1943

able to get a spectacular picture of the
damaged cruiser.

It was this mission which earned Joe the
Distinguished Flying Cross. But the battle
was costly for U.S. Forces. Out of Joe’s
original squadron of 12 planes, only three
made it back to the Hancock that afternoon.
Some went down in the attack, some had to
ditch in the sea because they were out of
fuel, and some ended up landing on other
carriers. The next day, fortunately, four

planes that
had landed
e l s e w h e r e
made it back
to the
Hancock.

Joe Mes-
sina went on
to complete
12 missions
in the
H e l l d i v e r.
Then, on
N o v e m b e r
30, 1944 the
Navy deci-
ded that half
of the

squadron of dive-bombers would be sent
home and the pilots would be retrained to
fly fighters. Kamikazes were becoming such
a menace that the Navy needed more fighter
pilots to confront the threat. This meant that
Joe’s combat flying days were probably
over.

He was sent back to the states where he
tried to hook up with some Navy B-24s and
later on with another dive-bomber
squadron. But by then the war was winding
down, and Joe was finally discharged in
September of 1945. He returned to Lawrence
where he took up the floor covering and
carpet trade. For many years he had his own
business, the J.M. Carpet Service.

Several years after the war Joe was
introduced to Marilyn Gallant at a dance
held at St. Mary’s in Lawrence. They were
married in 1950 and the two recently
celebrated their 56th wedding anniversary.
Joe and Marilyn have three children, Jay,
Richard and Marie, seven grandchildren and
one great granddaughter.

Joe Messina, we proudly thank you for
your service to our country.

Final Note: Joe would like us to know
that throughout his Navy career the food
was always great.

He had made the right choice.

A Helldiver in Joe Messina’s
squadron takes off from the USS
Hancock - November 25, 1944 -
headed for Manila Bay.
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 The letter begins: “As residents of
Somerville, we are all too familiar with the
hate-filled anti-Semitic propaganda that Mr.
Francis and his organization (the Somerville
Divestment Project) injected into our
community.”

 Francis recently sent an
e-mail to members of the
Green-Rainbow Party
Administrative Committee
to arrange for Andover
High School students to
receive academic credit for
serving as interns with the
Green-Rainbow Party. So
far, the Andover School
Committee is not
investigating this matter.
Not surprisingly, the
Andover Teachers’ Union
president, Tom Meyers, is
defending Francis.

Francis admitted in
another Andover
Townsman article that he
paid four Andover students to canvas in
Somerville for the Somerville Divestment
Project.

Danis says that a teacher who pays
students to advance his twisted political
views should be investigated immediately.

“If the people of Andover don’t demand
immediate action, they will not be able to
complain if more teachers decide to mix
politics with the public school students,”
said Danis.

Danis also hopes the Andover school
administration treats this issue with the

seriousness it deserves and removes
Francis from his position before he can
“ideologically coerce more students.”

FRANCIS THE ACTIVIST

On the Green-Rainbow
Party Web site last month
was the following
statement: “This
weekend, a Zionist event
will be taking place in
Boston. In line with the
Green-Rainbow Party’s
official statement on
Palestine, the Green-
Rainbow Party
Administrative Committee
approved an endorsement
of the protest of this
event.”

The “Talk, Rock and
Walk with Israel” rally was
held on Boston City Hall
Plaza on June 18th, where
white supremacists joined

in with Francis and the Green-Rainbow party
to protest the peaceful gathering of
American Jews (and their supporters) who
were celebrating Israeli Independence Day.

Advocates of the Iraqi terrorist
insurgency, currently shooting at American
soldiers, also joined Francis at the protest
in Boston (see picture, right).  Francis is
seen at the protest rally (see picture above)
holding a sign with the slogan, “Long Live
the Intifada.” The Intifada is the terrorist
Palestinian uprising against Israel.

The Jewish Advocate wrote an editorial
last month about Francis, asking: “Would

you want a teacher educating
your kids who protests at an
Israel rally by chanting, “Long
live the Intifada”?

GREEN RAINBOW PARTY
CONTROVERSY and “ONE

PALETINE”

The “One Palestine” position
proposed by Francis was
recently adopted by the Mass.
chapter of the Green-Rainbow
Party and is spreading
throughout the party nationally. In the
statement, the Mass. Green-Rainbow Party
“calls for the end of all American military
and economic aid to Israel.” The statement
also says that the Mass. Green-Rainbow
Party supports divestment initiatives that
seek to withdraw institutional investments
from Israel state bonds, and corporations
that do business with Israel; academic
boycotts of Israeli academics and academic
institutions.

The position further states that the Mass.
Green-Rainbow Party recognizes the right
of Palestinians to self-defense. The Party’s
strong opposition and radical position
towards Israel and calling for One Palestine
comes with the appointment of Ron Francis
to co-chair of the Mass. Green-Rainbow
Party.

The Green-Rainbow Party’s new position
and its statements on Israel have many
members leaving the party
out of concern that it is being
overrun by Jew haters.

Lawrence Conservation
Committee Chair and Green
Party member Tennis Lilly
says that he is very
concerned with the party
taking such a radical position
towards Israel.

“I think the current Mass.
Green-Rainbow position on
the Israeli-Palestinian
conflict is inconsistent with
our values. The only people who have the
right to determine a just solution are the
Israelis and Palestinians.”

“Terrorism is wrong, period. It’s wrong
regardless of who does it, who the victim
is, and why. To say otherwise directly
contradicts Green values. You cannot say
terrorism is wrong and then support suicide
bombings by the Palestinians because they
are only killing Jews,” Lilly said.

Lilly is also concerned that Francis’
reputation as an anti-Semite is damaging
the Green Party. “Ron’s activism in this
area, especially the harsh rhetoric he uses,
hurts the party. When people read some of
the things that Ron says, it only reinforces
all of the bad and inaccurate stereotypes
about the Left,” Lilly added.

Anna Krasko, who emigrated from
Moscow in 1982 and became actively
involved in countering Francis’ Somerville
Divestment Project, stated, “It is important
to expose deception behind extreme groups
such as Somerville Divestment Project and
their taking over of Mass. Green-Rainbow
Party to turn it into a one-issue Palestinian
Solidarity campaign.”

This deception allows Francis’ preaching
of his views to students with tacit support
of school officials.  Views from folks like
Tennis Lilly are very important in that
regard,” she added.

“Some of the articles posted on SDP’s
Web site are “reminiscent of what was
coming out of Nazi Germany in the 1930s,”
says Krasko. “He (Francis) aligns himself

with the most rejectionist
forces in the Middle East,”
she says.

Francis frequently calls
Israel a “Jewish apartheid
state,” but he never mentions
the facts that the Palestinians
have adopted Islamic law into
their constitution, or that they
are governed currently by an
Islamic party. Why aren’t they
labeled as an “Islamic
apartheid state”? asks Danis.

Danis says he moved to Israel during the
height of the Palestinian terror war (the
summer of 2001). “The morning of January
29, 2004, is a morning that I will never
forget,” he recalls. “I had a nice breakfast
with my fiancée, Anat (we are now married),
in my apartment and then she had to leave.
A few short minutes later, I heard a huge
‘BOOM,’ and I immediately began to panic.
I called Anat and verified that she was OK,
and then ran outside to see what had
happened. I arrived and immediately saw a
bus that had been destroyed by a Palestinian
homicide bomber. There seemed to be
corpses everywhere (most of them missing
body parts). Wounded, bloodied victims
screamed in pain.”

“Eleven people died in that attack on my
former street in Jerusalem and over 50 were
wounded. One of those killed was a former

co-worker of mine, an extremely
nice girl with the same name as
my fiancée, Anat,” Danis
remembers.

“Having personally
experienced terror and its
horrifying consequences for
everyone involved, I was
shocked to learn that Andover
High School teacher, Ron
Francis, was supporting and
defending the terror group
Hamas,” stated Danis.

In a June 15 article in the
Andover Townsman, Francis said, “I do not
condemn the Palestinian people, because
the actions they are taking [suicide
bombings and targeting civilians], given the
circumstances they face, (are) completely
understandable and within the bounds of
normal human behavior. I have to ask
myself, would I be any different?”

Some in the community agree that Francis
wouldn’t be any different. Both Lilly and
Danis questioned: “How can Francis call
himself a human rights activist when he
admits he supports violence [terrorism]
against civilians?”

FOLLOW THE LEADER

A link from the Green-Rainbow Party Web
site goes directly to the New England
Committee to Defend Palestine (NECDP), a
radical group devoted to the destruction of
Israel and the support of terrorist suicide
bombings.

The NECDP is on the Anti-Defamation
League’s Web site, which lists them as anti-
Semitic, quoting the organization as
“equating Jews with Nazis” and calling for
the destruction of Israel.

The co-founder of the NECDP, Amer
Jubran, was recently deported to Jordan
after being investigated by the Office of
Homeland Security, the INS and the FBI. He
was later arrested in a joint operation by the
FBI and INS.

(photos courtesy of www.solomonia.com)
If you have any questions or comments
about this article please email them to
valleypatriot@aol.com.

Ron Francis promotes
what he calls “justice” for
Palestinians, a One State
Solution called “Palestine.”
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Methuen

Note: Kathleen Corey Rahme was the keynote speaker
at the 23rd Annual American Lebanese
Awareness Association Scholarship Awards
Dinner where they awarded 37 students a
total of $43,000 in scholarships. This is the
speech she delivered on June 17, 2006.

I would like to start by sharing a beautiful
story with you.

Atlas, the mythical Titan who was
punished to hold the heavens on his
shoulders by Zeus, was posed when a
beautiful Phoenician woman walked by him. He was
overcome by her beauty. His knees buckled. The universe
shook and a piece of heaven fell down on earth and it
became Lebanon in all of its beauty.

 I am honored to have been asked to speak to you this
evening. I would like to acknowledge the good works of
the American Lebanese Awareness Association and their
mission in promoting scholarship and a greater
understanding of the rich culture of the Lebanese. I would
like to congratulate the graduates and wish them well in
their academic endeavors.

When I was preparing my speech for this evening I was
thinking about what I could talk to you about. Here I am
an American born daughter of a first generation Lebanese
father and an Irish/Scotch mix mother. As one of seven
children brought up among my mother’s Irish relatives I
was always asked if I was Italian.

I always said “no, I am Lebanese” and proceeded to
explain how the Lebanese are the ones who eat the grape
leaves and tabouleh and invariably the response would
be “oh, I love grape leaves.”

Well, I am here tonight to tell you it is not about the
food.

I grew up in Connecticut and with my father working
two jobs as a mailman and a taxi driver, there really wasn’t
a lot of time to get to know my Lebanese relatives in
Methuen and Lawrence.

 I came to Lawrence with my father in 1985 to attend the
wake of one of his first cousins. My Lebanese cousin,
Dorothy Skaff, whom I did not know, told me “you are
Lebanese and you should get to know about the culture
and remember you are not only Irish. Come to the mahrajan
in a couple of weeks.” That’s just what I did.

When I went to the mahrajan, I was amazed by all the
sights and sounds of the music and the language.

I really didn’t understand what being Lebanese was all
was about. This was a novel experience for me.  It was my
lucky day to have attended this festival because it was
there that I met my husband Elie. Of course upon meeting,
I offered that I was half Lebanese and proceeded to tell

him that my mother, while not Lebanese, made grape leaves
a couple times a year whenever we could get
the bread and tabouleh.

It was then that he told me, “It’s not about
the food.” Well, after being married for
twenty years, I finally understand what he
meant. It is not about the food.

I had the good fortune of traveling to
Lebanon to be married in 1987 during the
civil war. During my time there, to put it into
historic perspective, Terry Waite was

abducted and there was an attempted assassination on
former President Camile Chamoun.

My husband’s brother is a Maronite priest and he always
hoped his brother would be the one to marry him. So, I
traveled to Lebanon, alone to get married. It was there that
I was able to truly discover my lost identity. I found out
what it means to be Lebanese, and it was there that I
discovered a rich culture and the tremendous resiliency of
the Lebanese.

 Even during the war, my experiences in Lebanon proved
that the Lebanese people were generous to a fault. They
opened their homes and their hearts. Visiting their homes
showed me what putting out the red carpet was all about.
They are the masters of hospitality.  Family members gather
around the table and they sit for hours telling stories and
carrying on the traditions.

People shell nuts for each other, pour drinks, toast family
members both living and dead, and they eat mezza and
then they eat and eat and eat. These regular gatherings are
meant to insure the continuance of family traditions. There
is always an abundance of food and libation, and yet, it
was not about the food. It was about the family.

 Everywhere I went in Lebanon the people were very
excited to meet the daughter of Lebanese immigrants to
America. They were curious about our life in America and
wondered why we had not returned. I later returned to
Lebanon in 2000 with my husband and three children. I
returned to the village of my ancestors, Jdeita in the Bekka
Valley. I was thrilled to meet relatives with whom I shared
DNA and was struck by the family resemblances!

 The relatives I met looked like me and finally, after
growing up with my Irish cousins who always thought I
was Italian, I looked like I belonged.

They are still telling stories of my great-grandfather, who
was an Orthodox priest, and how he defended his family
against religious and political oppression.

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, At-Large, Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

Note: Kathleen Corey Rahme was the keynote speaker at the 23rd Annual American Lebanese Awareness Association
Scholarship Awards Dinner where they awarded 37 students a total of $43,000 in scholarships. This is the speech she
delivered on June 17, 2006.
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Councilor Rahme’s Speech before the
American Lebanese Awareness Association

Methuen Festival of Trees will
present Christmas in July on
Wednesday, July 19, 2006 from
6:30pm - 8:30pm at the Nevins
Memorial Library. The evening
includes demonstrations by area
designers on tree and wreath
decorating; creative packaging;
making beautiful bows, holiday
centerpieces and tablescapes; and
some Make & Take workshops.
Admission is free.  For more
information, please call 978-85-8878
or visit www.methuen
festivaloftrees.com

Dear Friends,

The Christmas trees and
decorations may have been
wrapped up and stored away
until next year, but the
Festival of Trees committee
has been busy planning for
Festival 2006 and some new
and exciting projects which
will begin this year.  One is
the Grant Program in which
residents may apply for
funds to restore historic
properties in Methuen.  The second is the Friends of the
Festival membership program about which you’ll be hearing
more very soon.

We have continued our restoration work in the city with
a sizeable donation to the First Church Congregational
Organ Restoration Fund and to the Methuen Historical
Society, our 7th annual payment to the Gatehouse
Endowment Fund.  With these two contributions, the
Festival of Trees can proudly boast of funding nearly
$600,000.00 in restoration work for our city! We thank you,
who faithfully support us, for making this possible.

To keep the Christmas spirit alive all year long, we write
to invite you to our second annual Christmas in July event.
It will be held on Wednesday, July 19th, at  the Nevins
Memorial Library in Methuen.  We’ve brought back some
of last year’s presenters and added some new ones, too.
There will be opportunities to view demonstrations and to
participate in “make and take” workshops, some at no cost,
some a very minimal fee.

We hope you will join us for a night of creativity galore!
So take a look at the notice below and mark your calendar
for July 19th.  Please, invite a friend!  Have some fun, get
inspired, and “Experience the Magic” at Christmas in July!

Methuen’s
Festival of  Trees
Christmas in July


