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METHUEN - Joe Messina was taking a
shower below decks on the aircraft carrier
USS Hancock after his Curtis SB2C Hell-
diver returned from another grueling mission
attacking Japanese shipping in Manila Bay.

Shortly after the ship’s General Quarters
sounded, there was a tremendous explosion
just over his head and men were yelling
“fire.” The engine and remnants of a
Kamikaze had just hit the flight deck after
being struck by one of the carrier’s 5-inch
anti-aircraft shells.

Joe got out of the shower in a hurry and
went up to see what was going on.

There were Japanese planes everywhere
attacking the U.S. Fleet. About a half-mile
behind the Hancock and off to the right was
the carrier USS Intrepid. A Zero, damaged
by guns from the Hancock, veered towards
the Intrepid and Joe watched as it hit the
ship near the side elevator with a big
explosion. Seconds later another plane dove
into her followed by more explosions. The
Intrepid burned for hours and started to list,
but eventually recovered from the attack.

While all this was going on, Joe Messina’s
parents back in Lawrence thought he was
stationed in Pearl Harbor, far from the
dangers of battle in the China Sea. Joe could
not tell them where he actually was and what
he was doing, so it was easy to write home
that he was enjoying himself in Hawaii.

It was November of 1944 and Joe Messina
was fighting the war as a radioman and
gunner in a Navy Helldiver somewhere in
the Pacific. He was part of Flight 1, a
squadron of 12 planes assigned to Air Group

157 So. Broadway, Lawrence
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Ron Francis is an Andover High School
teacher, co-chair of the Massachusetts
Green-Rainbow Party, leader in the
S o m e r v i l l e
D i v e s t m e n t
Project and, as
some in the
c o m m u n i t y
would argue, is
“anti-Semitic.”

“Ron Francis’
p o l i t i c s ,
statements and
actions are anti-
Semitic,” says Eric Danis, a graduate of
Andover High School. “Both his Somerville
Divestment Project and the Green-Rainbow
Party are suggesting boycotting and

divesting from only one country in the
entire world - the Jewish state of Israel,”
adds Danis.

T h e
c o n t r o v e r s y
behind Francis
began when he
posted a letter
on the Web site
of the Somerville
D i v e s t m e n t
P r o j e c t ,
defending the
terrorist group

Hamas and stating that Israel commits far
more terrorist activities than the Palestinians.
The letter was titled “Media Bias on
Hamas,” where Francis says that the silver
lining was with Hamas’ electoral victory.
Francis also calls for “One Palestine.”

The divestment project was intended to
convince the city of Somerville to stop
investing in Israeli bonds. The project failed,
but Francis continues to place himself in
leadership positions like becoming co-chair
of the Green-Rainbow Party, to continue his
fight against Jews and Israel.

INVESTIGATE FRANCIS/Classroom
Credit for Spreading Hatred

A letter written June 20th to David Driscoll,
Commissioner of Education, by Concerned
Citizens from Somerville, asked that an
investigation be held. They specifically refer
to literature from Francis’ Somerville
Divestment Project and the Green-Rainbow
Party’s “anti-Jewish articles and event
notices which are shocking in their blatant
incitement to Jew-hatred.” The letter and a
packet of information were also sent to the
Andover School Committee and Andover
school administrators.
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“Having personally experienced
terror and its horrifying
consequences for everyone
involved, I was shocked to learn
that  Andover High School teacher
Ron Francis was supporting and
defending the terror group Hamas.”
 -Andover High Gradutate, Eric Danis

You Must Vote at Town
Meeting on July 10th,
6:30pm on trash fees.
This will NOT be
decided on the ballot!

North Andover

Ted Tripp

Valley Patriot of  the Month:

Terrorism?
Group Asks Ed. Commissioner to Investigate
Andover Teacher for “Blatant Jew Hatred”

T h e
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The NY Times & Treason

Trash Talk in N. Andover
Fool us once, shame on you! Fool us twice, shame on us! Try to fool us
every year – what do you think we are, stupid? Every year the school-
spending crowd predicts disaster if taxes or fees are not increased.
Cancel AP classes, no art or music, 30 teachers fired, 36 kids in a class,
and loss of accreditation …  just a sample of the predicted disasters if
North Andover’s Special Town Meeting on July 10th doesn’t approve a
new trash tax.

But hold on. Didn’t this same crowd predict similar disasters in past years
that never materialized? Didn’t they say there would be 23 teacher
layoffs this year due to the first $1.4 million reduction in their requested
budget? What teacher cuts actually occurred? Only 1.5 teachers were
cut and those could have been avoided.

Now they are threatening another 28 teacher cuts if the trash tax isn’t
passed at this town meeting. But School Committeeman Chuck Ormsby
has outlined a plan that avoids any teacher cuts, adds six halftime
dedicated reading instructors for kindergarten and first grade, and ends
up with a reserve of $100K to protect against Special Education and
utility overruns. No loss of classes, no huge class sizes, no risk of losing
accreditation, and no trash taxes or the cost or hassle of buying trash
bags. Don’t let them fool you! Attend the July 10th Special Town
Meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the High School and VOTE NO!

Arrive early. Vote it down early. Go home early. And enjoy the trash
service you are already paying for!
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To the editor:

In the old days, horses wore blinders so
as not to be frightened by vehicles that
came upon them from either side.
Sir, some of us today see the whole picture,
which you certainly avoided presenting in
your June editorial.

“The willing dupes,” as you describe
those of us who think the war is a horrible
mistake, support our troops by wanting
them taken out of harms way.

We now have reached the 2500 mark of
deaths for a cause rooted in deception and
error. How many more lives, limbs and how
much more largesse are YOU willing to
sacrifice?

You would also deny that poor leadership
and training has caused atrocities in Abu
Ghraib and other prisons and you also deny
that thousands of innocent civilians have
been killed, some by our young soldiers who
lose control, understandably, in situations
they should never have been put into.

Vietnam taught us that we should never
get into a war unless we have an
exit strategy.

Clearly, the Bush administration has had
no plan, no strategy to win the war, which
in reality is not winnable. Ironically, most
war mongers in government managed to
avoid military service during the Nam War.

If the greatest army in the world aided by
tens of thousands of Iraqi soldiers and police
can’t stop bombings which have only risen
in number since last year, what makes you
and the rest of the hawks think that
when we pull out, civil war will not grow out
of the sectarian strife.

Please be advised that all your readers
are not morons, but that some of us are good
Americans who can think for ourselves.

Dante Ippolito
Salem, NH

To the editor:

I thought Zarqauwi was mentally
deranged, because no human being could
do the things he was doing. I don’t even
think an animal would commit so many
atrociites.

He was ordering suicide bombings of
innocent men, women, and children,
including those praying inside mosques; no
Muslim would ever kill inside a mosque. To
my utter disgust, Zarqauwi has been
replaced by Al Masri.

Al Masri, according to Al-Quaida,
personally ordered the abduction
and brutal killing of our American soldiers.
To make matters worse, one of those
soldiers was a woman. Al-Quaida, I, as a
Muslim, am disgusted by you and your acts.
You are neither Muslims, nor human beings.
You are beneath barbaric, irrational, animals.
My Islamic teaching has a word that
describes you well - ‘Fitna-Wers.’

The Holy Quran has described people like
you and your members. The Quran says
you are the satan that is posing as religious
Muslims, hiding in lies and relying upon
manipulation, with the ultimate goal of
tearing apart Islam, creating terrible discord
among Muslims, and divisions all over the
religion.

We here at Muslims For America issue a
strong condemnation against this action.
We offer our prayers for comfort, towards
the relatives and friends of the soldiers, our
heroes, who have lost their lives for their
country and for the peacefulness of this
world.

We pray to Jesus and God to bless their
souls, allowing all of them to rest in peace,
where homes will be made for them in
Heaven, itself. Long live the United States
of America! And may Allah bless our heroic
soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan!

Ali-Hassan, Muslims For America
(www.MuslimsForAmerica.us)

The editors of The New York Times, once again, have decided to
pub-lish U.S. government secrets about how we are fighting the War on
Ter-ror. Revealing methods of tracking and catching terrorists to our
enemies, the Times editors shamelessly hide behind their “rights” under
the First Amendment to our Constitution - all the while committing acts
of treason and undermining the very government which ensures those
rights.

What is forgotten all too often in our society is that with rights come
responsibilities, and that NO right is absolute.

We say it is time to prosecute and jail The New York Times editors
who continually give aid and comfort to our enemies by publishing
government secrets for Al Quaida terrorists to use in their attacks against
us.

Editors at the Times say that revealing the details of secret government
programs in the War on Terror is “no big deal” because, they say,
terror-ists already know that the U.S. is monitoring their financial
transactions.

But there is a big difference between having vague knowledge that
you are being watched and receiving specific knowledge of the methods
of such an investigation.

It would be no different than printing the name and picture of undercover
police officers who had infiltrated the mafia, or writing a story that alerts
a serial killer to what time the cops are going to knock on his door.

Editors at the Times would have you believe that the government has
no legitimate right to keep any secrets for any reason and that they are
the good guy watchdogs over our evil, secretive government.

But who are the watchdogs over the press when publishers recklessly
put American lives at risk? We say it is the government’s responsibility to
protect us from those domestic enemies who clearly side with terrorists
over our own safety. To survive, we must jail them.
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Survival usually requires effort. Animals
typically rely on their strength or speed or
camouflage/deception, or on a combination
of these to survive. It is not surprising that
humans have inherited these traits along
with an advanced conceptual faculty that
permits us to utilize these traits even more
effectively than our fellow animals.

For many millenniums we survived by
combining these skills to gather food and
provide clothing and shelter. Most members
of the human race survived based on their
own efforts, but a few learned that they
could survive at the expense of others.

Providing for yourself and your family
requires a lot of hard work … even today. If
you can find a way to live off the efforts of
others, you can avoid much of the normal
struggle and effort. When humans lived in
caves and both food and shelter were
scarce commodities, the effort needed to
ensure survival was immense.
Consequently, the payoff of forcing others
to accept these burdens was substantial.

Throughout history some percentage of
the plant and animal kingdom has learned
to survive as a parasite. Often, it is a
successful strategy.But to those species
that accept the burden of survival based on
their own efforts, parasites are a scourge. It
is evident that the human race has not been
spared this affliction.

PleasPleasPleasPleasPlease Join Us!e Join Us!e Join Us!e Join Us!e Join Us!
The Friends of

Robert F. Kelley
Democratic Candidate for Register of Deeds

at J. Brian’s Pub & Grille
615 So. Union St. Lawrence MA

For Tickets please contact 978-852-5106

Suggested Donation
$10.00

Door Prizes and Raffle

Wednesday, July 19th, 2006
5:00pm - 8:00pm

Cordially
requests the

honor of your
presence for an
Italian Ziti and

Meatball
Dinner

to be held on

Thinking Outside
the Box!
Dr. Charles Ormsby

The Parasitic Urge

The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article
submissions from elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average
citizens, and newsmakers. Though we may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions,
our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to receive important information from
those who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing" policy employed by
most newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published
without the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or
article for The Valley Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com

OPINIONS
Our Voice is Your Voice

“The word ‘politics’ is derived from the word ‘poly’ meaning ‘many’ and
the word ‘ticks’ meaning ‘blood sucking parasites’.” – Larry Hardiman

The last few millenniums have provided
numerous dramatic examples of the
destruction resulting from the desire of
human parasites to live at the expense of
others: Genghis and Kubla Khan’s Mongol
armies, the Goths, the Vikings, and more
recently, socialists, Nazis and communists.

The current maniacal Muslim terrorist
movement may or may not qualify. For the
most part, present day Muslim terrorists
seem to be driven by their hate of anything
rational or modern. Or maybe it is just their
envy that the Western World is enjoying
the fruits of societies organized largely on
the principle of free exchange while their
anti-rational creed has brought them
nothing but poverty and suffering. If the
latter, they may think that they can just
conquer the wealthy Western societies and
the wealth will just continue to flow. If that
is their goal, they are pursuing a false dream.
Put these troglodytes in charge of any
modern factory and watch the wheels of
progress grind to a halt.

As focused as we are on the evils of Mus-
lim terrorists, it is unlikely that these ignorant
mystics will conquer the modern world.
Modern Western societies are faced with a
much graver threat. It is a threat from within.

There are parasites among us!

Continued on Page 18

Bider Music
Open: Mon-Sat, 10am - 6pm

Sunday, 12-5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

* Lessons
     *Repairs
        * Rentals

Guitars, Banjos, Amplifiers,
 PA Systems, Mandolins,
Drum Sets, Full Line of

Percussion

for a complete selection of musical
equipment and accessories

Discount Prices SINCE 1978!

It just seems like Attorney
General and gubernatorial
candidate Tom Reilly lives in
his own little world.  Blunder
after blunder has helped to
destroy any credibility that
Reilly may have once
enjoyed.  Politics aside,
Reilly’s biggest problem is
that he fails to grasp a basic
understanding of economics in his policy
proposals for the commonwealth and has
proven by his record that he is nothing more
than a political opportunist.

In a recent article authored by Reilly, titled
“Getting Massachusetts Moving,” Tom
Reilly correctly observes that we have lost
more than 155,000 jobs since the beginning
of 2001 and the Bay (or “Pay”) State ranks
45th nationwide in terms of job growth.

He also notes that Massachusetts is the
only state in the country to experience a
decline in resident population for the last
two years.  Reilly’s solution to the problem
is what is most disturbing.  He proposes
that the state increase spending on pet
projects (i.e., pork!) to facilitate growth.  This
is the same Keynesian economic approach
that has been failing Massachusetts (and
the nation) since President Lyndon B.
Johnson’s  “Great Society” War on Poverty
of the 1960’s.  Reilly writes:

“I’m proposing to invest $500 million in
this initiative over the next five years - $400
million from the state and $100 million in
private money.”

Where’s all that money going to come
from?  You guessed it: All of us taxpayers!
Massachusetts residents pay the highest
taxes in the nation.  The reality is that people
are leaving Massachusetts because the Bay
State has become the “Pay State” and it’s
getting worse.  Since Tom Reilly is opposed
to any effort to bring casinos to
Massachusetts or legalize gambling in the
commonwealth, the only way he is going to

raise revenue to implement
his proposals is to raise
taxes.  The impact of Tom
Reilly as governor will be
more people fleeing
Massachusetts.  More failed
socialist policies will not
correct the problems and
make Massachusetts a more
affordable state to live in.

The real solution requires a healthy dose of
free market economics.  Let’s cut taxes on
individuals, working families, and
businesses in order to put more money in
their pockets to spend on other essential
items.  This will stimulate real economic
growth, create jobs, and ease the burden
on working people.  Obviously, this will
require reducing state government
spending in order to free up revenue, but
reducing government spending and
overhauling the state bureaucracy, not
feeding it, should be the focus, Mr. Reilly!

On another note, since Attorney General
Reilly wants to be governor, it begs the
question: “What has Tom Reilly done as
attorney general?”  The attorney general
should be committed to prosecuting the
lawbreakers, right?

Well, speaking of lawbreakers, has
Attorney General Reilly prosecuted a single
business operating in the commonwealth
that employs illegal aliens?  I think not!
Attorney General Reilly pledged not to
prosecute such businesses when he ran for
attorney general.  Who does this guy work
for anyway?

There are plenty of businesses
functioning in our state that are employing
illegals.  Illegal aliens do not pay taxes and
drain the commonwealth of millions of
dollars in benefits and services each year.
Not only has Tom Reilly failed in his job as
attorney general, but in his previous position
as Middlesex district attorney, he turned a

Will the Real Tom Reilly Please Stand Up
D.J. Deeb

Continued on Page 22
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Learning from other cities

I am spending a portion of the summer visiting other
cities that have successfully revitalized their downtowns .
I am taking Jeff Roth, one of our summer interns with me.
Jeff is on a fellowship from the Kennedy School at Harvard.
We are hoping to have an outline of a plan for Haverhill ’s
downtown at the conclusion of the summer. My wife
Martha, who has some great urban planning advice, usually
accompanies me—at our own expense I might add.

Thus far we have traveled to Providence, which often
calls itself The Renaissance City and to New Haven,
Connecticut . There are some similarities between the two—
indeed, city planners from Providence traveled to New
Haven a few years back to learn how New Haven had
rejuvenated its downtowns.

Reconnecting to the waterfront

Both cities were determined to reconnect their cities to
the waterfront, and both cities had been plagued by historic
bad planning that deliberately separated the community
from the waterfront.

In Providence, a railroad separated the city, and a large
portion of the river was covered decades ago. Providence
uncovered portions of its river and made a distinct effort to
reconnect its citizens to the water. The symbolic success
of Providence was symbolized by the Providence
Waterfire—featured in a book Jeff and I are reading called
“The Providence Renaissance.” New Haven has had more
difficulties reconnecting with the waterfront. They are only
now developing plans and drawings of how the waterfront
could look if it were reconfigured and rezoned to allow for
mixed use residences and commercial establishments.

Cleaning Dirty Streets,
the success of BID districts

Both cities struggled a few years ago with downtowns
that were dirty, streets that were not swept, graffiti on
buildings, sidewalks that were unclean. In both cities the
city tried, but did not have the funds to keep the city as
clean as it should be.

Both cities adopted a Business Investment District called
a BID for short. A BID means that local businesses impose
a small fee on themselves, and then use the money to keep
their downtowns clean, graffiti free, and their sidewalks
swept, washed and power cleaned. The average cost of the
BID in New Haven was $314 per year. In Providence,
downtown merchants formed the Downtown Improvement
District in 2005, modeled in part on the success of New
Haven . You can read about the Downtown Improvement
District at http://www.providencedowntown.com/
about_did.html. Here is what they say: “The Clean Team
handles litter removal, gum removal, sidewalk power

washing, graffiti removal, cleaning of street appurtenances,
weeding, and related tasks. Using new equipment such as
sidewalk sweepers, power washers, and street vacuums,
Team members have significantly improved the physical
environment in a short amount of time.”

When we visited New Haven, we found the streets and
sidewalks completely free of debris, no graffiti anywhere,
barrels empty and an obvious pride in the city.

A BID district has to be voted in by a majority of the
business owners. The manager of the New Haven BID
district told us that establishing a BID was difficult, and
often fought by business owners who saw it as another
tax. When the BID district came up for renewal in 2004,
over 95% of the business owners voted to reestablish the
BID district. BID’s work. One of the reasons they work is
that downtown business people can do things much less
expensively than cities can.

Would you like to read more about Business Improvement
Districts? Here is a good but slightly outdated article from
the New York Times, click here.

Restaurants are Key

A key element to redeveloping downtowns is restaurants.
People come to a downtown to eat, not to park. New Haven
is considering a proposal to encourage valet parking for its
restaurants and we are going to study whether that will
work here in Haverhill .

Public Private Partnerships are
Important, But City Government

 has to be in the lead position

Downtown plans in Providence went nowhere for decades
until the Mayor put together a downtown task force to
bring it to fruition. In New Haven, Mayor Distefano, forms
downtown planning task forces, then adds and subtracts
to them and, when they disagree with him, disbands them.
Both Mayors struggled to bring all parties to the table and
set a common set of goals but in both cities there was no
question that it was city government that was the driving
force for revitalization.

Planning is not a smooth process

Both city planning directors showed me a myriad of plans
and planning documents, some of which were never used,
and which spanned decades. Planning was important—
but so was the ability to ignore the plans under the right
circumstances and go with changing economic conditions.

In Providence, planners said
there would be no in town
shopping mall—but they
built one anyway when
given the opportunity.

In New Haven, planners
located a shopping mall on
the outskirts of the city.
Competitors funded a series
of lawsuits by neighbors
and environmental groups
to prevent the project. The
Mayor, faced with rising
legal bills, was forced to pull
the plug.

Lessons Learned

Here are some of the
lessons I learned thus far:

Clean streets are essential:
both communities took great
pride is showing us how
their streets were
maintained, something that
was clearly visible.

Low-cost, low maintenance downtowns do not work. It
would be nice to think that without raising taxes, charging
for parking and without a BID, our downtowns are going to
be clean, safe and prosperous, but maintenance takes
money. In cities where the business community reinvests
in its downtowns, the downtowns are clean and safe, and
property values rise. Here is an excellent article: http://
www.sonomatlc.org/Parking/PBDs/BusinessPBD/
SmallChange-2.htm.

Connecting to the waterfront is important, but not critical:
Providence reconnected to the water and was a success,
but New Haven has not done that.

Restaurants work: People do not go to a downtown to
park, they go out to eat. Promoting restaurants and outdoor
dining is important to success.

Downtown festivals and events work: Both communities
planned a large number of festivals and events in the
downtown area to bring people to their downtown.

Plans sometimes do not work: Both cities saw fits and
starts, plans that never came to fruition but they kept going.
Not everything works, but it is important to work at it.

Every community is unique: We are not Providence,
Newburyport , Lowell, or New Haven . We are Haverhill .
We can learn from best practices, but it is a mistake to try to
be something we are not.

Like to read more about it? Here is an excellent article
from the Brookings Institute on how to revitalize a
downtown: http://www.brookings.edu/metro/pubs/
20050307_12steps.pdf.

Your Opinions

Last week, a majority of you told me that if we had
additional one-time money, you would like to see it used
for public education. Other views ranged from reducing
taxes (1 person), to restoring the Brightside coordinator (1
person), infrastructure improvement (several). There were
so many excellent comments I can not reprint all of them.
Here is a small sample:

“The visual fabric of a city or town is what is attractive to
outsiders, as you come into a town to see it clean, parks
maintained, businesses that have respect for their
appearance, trees and sidewalks, it fosters growth and a
sense of pride.”

“I don’t believe that we need to follow the example of
cities like Lawrence and Lowell. We can surpass them, by
leaps and bounds.”

“A small infusion of capital for improvements can go a
long way towards cleaning up these neighborhoods for
the citizens who call them home and making Haverhill an
increasingly great place to live, work and visit.”

And finally, I lost the exact quote, but this is close:

“I would love to say education, but investing in our
infrastructure means improving our tax base which
ultimately means far more for public education than a one
time quick fix.”

I realized when I saw the results that I have not done a
good enough job in explaining our long term financial
problems and the need to keep money in reserve. Only one
person chose that option. I will be talking more about that
in later editions.

This week’s question:

What sort of a downtown would you like to see for
Haverhill?

[ ] commercial/retail [ ] restaurants [ ] mixed use housing
and commercial

Japanese & Korean
Cuisine

Stadium Plaza
160 Winthrop Ave

Lawrence MA 01843

Tel: 978-794-9806 - Fax: 978-683-6512
Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)Lunch Specials: 11:30am -3pm (Mon - Fri)
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Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Random Thoughts
TTTTThe Council ahe Council ahe Council ahe Council ahe Council at its Bestt its Bestt its Bestt its Bestt its Best
HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Are you interested in taking ESL courses? NECC offers both academic
preparation courses and adult basic education courses in ESL. To find
out more about the English language courses for non-native speakers,
come to the Lawrence campus of Northern Essex Community College on
Wednesday, July 19, from 6:00-7:30p.m. for an ESL information session.
New and potential students will have the opportunity to learn about ESL
courses and talk with ESL staff as well as representatives from the
college. In addition, there will be a short presentation on the basics
of applying for Financial Aid at NECC.

The Academic ESL curriculum at NECC provides courses in grammar, reading,
writing, and speaking and listening to students whose main language is not
English. These courses are for people who plan to enroll in a degree or certificate
program at NECC.  Adult Literacy & Transition Services at NECC offers programs
for people who need Workplace Literacy or English Survival Skills. The Lawrence
campus is located at 45 Franklin Street. For more information, please call 978-
556-3408 (day) or 978-738-7424 (evening).

Recently, the
mayor vetoed a City
Council ordinance
which regulated
and set fees for the
placement of
newsboxes on
public property. I

think it was his first veto. The Council voted
to override it by 7 votes to 2. The ordinance
stands, but the Council delayed its
enforcement. It’s a fascinating story.

Public meetings, City Council meetings
especially, reach decisions by way of all
varieties of human motivation. This one
worked basically on two, namely, resentment
first and sound instinct about public policy
ultimately.

First, the Council resented the fact that
the mayor failed to show up to explain his
veto. Instead of the mayor, or the city
solicitor, who helped the Council draft the
ordinance, the person who argued the
mayor’s case was Peter Caruso, lawyer for
the Eagle Tribune. The Council resented the
fact that the mayor had sidled up to the
paper, knuckled under to its demand to veto
the ordinance, didn’t send his solicitor to
help the Council, didn’t show up himself.
He therefore let the paper lawyer put the
Council between defending its ordinance
and the implied threat that if they did there’d
be hell to pay. Due cause for resentment.

What started it all is the mess in front of
the post office in Washington Square. There
are newsboxes all over the sidewalk: USA
Today, the Herald, the Globe, local papers
for sale, free papers, real estate. It’s the free
press in all its freedom, but you can hardly
get from a parked car to the sidewalk with
any degree of ease and safety. So, for public
safety, the Council passed an ordinance to
regulate newsbox placements. It also set a
standard, general fee for their use of public
property.

Now comes the lawyer for the Tribune and
Gazette. He claims: 1.) the ordinance may be
unconstitutional; 2.) if the Council overrides
the mayor, the paper may sue the city; 3.) he,
meaning the Tribune, should solve the
problem privately, hence, no law or publicly
enforceable standards are needed.

The first two claims bred increased
resentment. The third moved resentment to
good public policy: 1.) The Council worked
with the city solicitor so as to make the
ordinance comply with the constitution. The
mayor was well aware of all this. Now he
leaves the paper lawyer to argue his veto
message thereby leaving the Council in the
lurch. 2.) Bill Ryan’s motion to override

Northern Essex Community College
ESL Information Session

Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former mayor
of Haverhill. Email your comments
or questions to Jim Rurak at
JARandKAS @comcast.net

carried a provision to delay enforcement for
six months. Hence, as Bill Macek pointed
out, the paper’s lawsuit threat was prema-
ture. It was also inconsistent with what Mr.
Caruso had requested, namely, a chance to
sit down and talk about what the city really
wanted and what the paper then could do.
The six-month delay made ample provision
for that. So resentment grew.

The third claim, that the Tribune should
get the chance to clean things up cleared
the way for the public policy issue. What
irked Mr. Caruso was that the Council
passed an ordinance without first giving
the Tribune a phone call and thus a chance
to clean up the situation on its own. But
who should have made the call? And,
without an ordinance outlining standards
for newsbox placement, who would define
what a solution would look like? And, why
call the Tribune; its only about one tenth of
the problem? How would it tell the Globe
where to move its newsbox? or USA Today?
or whomever? And, if, somewhere else in
the city, a specific Tribune newsbox
location irked someone, to where should it
be moved? Who could say?

Clearly, the Council wanted to work with
the Tribune’s lawyer, but it was first his
presence and not the mayor’s that made that
unlikely. Secondly, it was his lawsuit threat
that made that impractical. Thirdly, it was
his inconsistency that made it impossible.
On the surface, the Tribune is a fierce advo-
cate for conducting the public’s business
in public. Why would it then insist that when
the public’s business concerns the news-
paper that that business should be settled
by a phone call to the newspaper rather than
at a City Council meeting? The Council
rightly voted to discuss its ordinance
publicly. With that ordinance on the books
and with a six-month grace period, it gave
all papers, not just the Tribune, a chance to
work toward public standards and pay just
compensation for placement of sidewalk
newsboxes. That is sound public policy. The
paper should applaud the Council.

Additionally, Mike Hart was right not to
let the Council be caught in the trap of sus-
taining the veto and then be unable to bring
up the matter again for two whole years.
That would have handed the mayor and the
paper an unearned victory. Either nothing
would have changed, or, any change would
have happened because of private phone
calls between who knows who.

“It’s an old man’s war, but a young man’s
fight.” It’s been said through the ages, but
nobody has ever done anything about it.
War is an injustice indeed, especially to the
young who have not had their chance at
life. But two simple steps can change that
once and for all.

My father is a World War 2 veteran of the
Army Air Corps where he was a flight
mechanic. He told me that while working on
planes he would notice other mechanics
taking shortcuts or doing work improperly.
“Hey, you’re doing that wrong,” he would
say, only to hear, “Who cares?... I’m not
going up in this plane…”  It troubled him
then-as it does even now-how callous and
cynical men can sometimes be with the lives
of others.

But no flight mechanic serving under
Colonel John “Killer” Kane ever did careless
work. Kane, son of a Baptist preacher, led
the famous air attack of the heavily defended
Romanian oilfields in 1943. Kane every so
often would walk out to where the
mechanics were working on a plane and
say,” Are you boys just about finished?
Draw your parachutes. We’re all taking this
plane up in one hour.” Imagine the resolve
and attention to detail the mechanics
exercised in their work- after word went
around about Kane’s method of inspection.

Kane understood that men act in their own
self interest, and I wonder if this principle
could be applied to our time, where the
burden of war is carried by 1% of the
population, mostly young guys between the
ages of 18 and 22, barely out of childhood.
What if all our wars from now on were fought
by the entire population instead of delegated
to youth?

The first step toward this end would be
to reintroduce the draft. Yes, the draft. Every-
body- and I mean everybody- between the
ages of 18 and 65 would register and be
ready for active duty. Anyone old enough
to work a job is old enough to serve his or
her country. Thomas Jefferson said, “Every
citizen should be a soldier. This was the
case with the Greeks and Romans, and must
be that of every free state.”

Of course those most physically fit would
still take the role of active combatants. But
I suspect this role would not fall exclusively
upon the young. I routinely see forty-
something yuppie women at the gym in
peak, hard-body condition from their
aerobics and pilates regimens. Men with

gray hair who cross-country ski, run in
marathons and climb mountains. And let’s
not forget the arm chair war-enthusiasts,
the neighborhood-tavern blowhards, and
barber shop strategists who- from their talk
at least- would be eager to see some
“action.” And so, why not? Most jobs in
today’s military are non-combat anyway, so
the army can use everybody.

Second and just as important. Decisions
about war and peace are too important to
be made by a coterie of politicians, even the
best of whom are ambitious, and inclined to
make decisions based on political expe-
diency or their own unresolved personal
neuroses.  Therefore, war could only be
declared by a vote of the people of the
United States, and then by a two- thirds
majority. If there is to be war, then let it be a
people’s war: everybody’s war, or it is
nobody’s. The president could call for a
vote at any time as often as needed.

The nay-sayers will cry foul. What about
top secret information to which only the
president is privy? But intelligence has
been so inept that it failed to foresee the
coup against the Shah of Iran. And the fall
of the Soviet Union. And the Bay of Pigs.
And 9/11. Even President Bush admits he
got faulty information about Iraq’s weapons
of mass destruction. What intelligence?

Some will complain that if people vote for
their own wars, they won’t choose war
unless the country  is directly attacked, and
then only against a clearly defined
aggressor, which is exactly the point. War
is to be used as an ultimate, last ditch resort
after all other means have been exhausted.
Remember the lesson from Colonel Kane?
Everybody acts in their interest. We would
not eliminate wars, but we’d have a hell of a
lot less of them.

But can the American people really be
trusted with such an important decision?
Thomas Jefferson addressed that question:
“I know of no safe depository of the ultimate
powers of the society but the people
themselves; and if we think them not
enlightened enough to exercise their control
with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is
not to take it from them but to inform their
discretion.” Draw your parachutes. We’re
taking this plane up in one hour.

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College in
Haverhill and is the past vice-president
of the faculty union. You can email him
at markpalermo@lycos.com.

Robert O’Koniewski
The Law Office of

181 Canal Street,
Suite 310
Lawrence

(978) 688-0029

Attorney at Law
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quarterback Colon on the football field
during his years at Lawrence High School.

After a successful career at the
University of Maine, Colon says

he is excited to be back on the
field playing for the Mill City
Maulers.

“I’m very excited to be
playing at the

V e t e r a n s
M e m o r i a l
Stadium again,”

Colon said on WCAP’s Paying Attention
radio program. “I remember playing there
when I was a quarterback for Lawrence High
School and the condition that it was in back
then. Now we are going to be playing semi-
pro football in a state-of-the-art facility that
is worthy of the people of Lawrence and
the athletes who will play there.”

While the price of professional football
games out of reach for most families
because of the  high cost of tickets, parking
and concession stand prices, the Mill City
Maulers will provide the perfect summer
remedy for families seeking an inexpensive
entertainment opportunity.

This is a great time as the Maulers begin
their first season in the NEFL. Playing in
the newly renovated Veterans Memorial
Stadium will be a treat for both the players
and the fans. Coach Matt Brien will have
his men ready for a season filled with
exciting plays and big victories. Get on the
bandwagon now ladies, and gentlemen, the
Mill City Maulers are ready to take the league
by storm!

Lawrence

Lawrence Planning Director Michael R. Sweeney

Planning for
Our Future

* Entertainment Centers
   * Bedroom Sets
     * Living Room Sets
       * Grandfather Clocks
          * Recliners  * Lamps
             * Curios  * Sofas

  i f e s t y l e sL
FURNITURE

Complete Set of Home
Furnishings & Accessories

* 10% OFF w
ith

this A
d!

* Not to be combined with any other offer

Hours: Mon - Sat, 10am - 6pm
Sunday, Noon - 5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

FREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERYYYYY
* La* La* La* La* Layyyyyaaaaawwwwwaaaaay up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 YrYrYrYrYr.....

So much has happened in the last month
I do not even know where to start. Two
events, the reopening of Veterans Memorial
Stadium and the transfer of the Intown Mall
to Northern Essex College to construct a
$20 million Allied Health and High
Technology Center, will fundamentally
change the direction and character of the
city of Lawrence forever.

The reopening of Veterans Memorial
Stadium is a tangible signal that the people
and leadership of Lawrence have taken
command of their own city. Built without
state assistance, the funding was provided
by a historic bond bill issued by Mayor
Michael J. Sullivan and approved by the
City Council. I was struck that some people
from our state delegation had to be reminded
of that fact.

The Veteran Services Officers from the
Merrimack Valley deserve a great deal of
credit for the program that day. Dan Lannon
and Ed “Hoppy” Curran and VSOs from
Andover and elsewhere gave repeated great
input for the program.

The Veterans March, a moment that
moved everyone, was a direct result of the
advice given by the VSOs. The reopening
marked an important moment in time when
the city drew a line in the sand and
demanded self-respect. Earning the respect
of the rest of the Commonwealth is already
underway.

Special thanks to Pamela Paulman, Joe Viel,
and Tom Schiavone who worked tirelessly
on making the reopening a success and
constantly figuring out solutions to never
ending “last minute” issues. They do not
like the spotlight, but none deserve it more.

White Elephant to High Tech Center

Speaking of transformations, Mayor
Sullivan’s recommendation to transfer the
Intown Mall to NECC will long be a
significant moment in Lawrence’s history.
The City Council exercised leadership with
Councilors Dimarca and Silva making strong
arguments as to why the NECC selection
was the right proposal. It was also a personal

pleasure to be able to work with David
Hertleb, the president of NECC, throughout
this process. He stayed focused, poised and
committed to improving the city. It is
apparent that he has built a strong team at
NECC and everyone at the college should
be proud of the institution.

Mayor Sullivan and College President
Hartleb worked closely together during the
final stages to recognize the need for an
enhanced relationship between the city,
NECC and the business community.

I am excited by the possibilities in our
new partnership and our joint outreach
program to create synergy between the
college and the business community is an
important first step, but not the last in this
new relationship. Having the counsel of
Tom Schiavone during this process proved
invaluable to me. His calm, insight and
political experience were greatly needed.

Flood Emergency Grant

By the time you read this I am very hopeful
and confident that the City of Lawrence will
have been awarded a significant sum of
money to help address immediate issues
caused by the historical flooding during the
month of May.

Mayor Sullivan tasked my department
with filing a short notice grant with the
Commonwealth that was then kicked up to
the federal government. With guidance from
the state Department of Labor and
Workforce Development and the Fred
Carberry’s team from the Work Force
Investment Board, my office was able to
quickly turn around in an application that
will help the city move forward.

While writing this, federal Secretary of
Labor Elaine Chas sent my office notice of
the award and we are eager to learn the final
details.

As he did during every moment of the
flood, Mr. Frank Bonet, Personnel Director,
stepped up to the plate again and helped
me to compose critical elements of the grant

Continued on Page 26

Semi-pro football makes a spectacular
return to Lawrence this summer as the Mill
City Maulers make Veterans Memorial
Stadium their new home.

The Maulers will
start with a
c o n t r o l l e d
scrimmage game on
Saturday, July 8th. The first
home game will usher in the
excitement on Saturday, July 29th.

This is a great venue for family
entertainment and an opportunity to
support local athletes who are performing
at high levels.

Many of the players are former high
school and college standouts from
throughout Lawrence and the Merrimack
Valley area.

As members of the New England Football
League, this is a team and a league that is
committed to a quality performance on the
field.

Teams from the Merrimack Valley,
Southern New Hampshire and the Boston
area are all competing for wins and the right
to play in a championship game.

Fans of football will be thrilled with this
low cost opportunity to enjoy high-level
football in the newest and finest stadium
facility in the area, the Veterans Memorial
Stadium on Osgood Street in Lawrence.

Emilo Colon will play quarterback for the
Maulers. Many football fans from the area
may remember the accomplishments of

Maulers Make Stadium
Their New Home

Merrimack Valley School
of Hair Design

315 East Haverhill Street  •  Lawrence, MA

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR

BARBER PROGRAM

www.mvshd.net   •   978-688-1133

SIGN UP NOW

across from Parthum School  •  just look for the purple awning

BECOME A STATE LICENSED BARBER
1000 HOUR COURSE  •  8 MONTHS

����������������������

A PROSPEROUS CAREER
IN BARBERING IS NOW OFFERED

IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY
����������������������

check out our new web site

COSMETOLOGY PROGRAM
Day and Evening Classes Available  �  1,000 Hour Course

DEVELOP THE REAL YOU
High Demand Job Market  �  Financially Rewarding Career

Semi-Pro Football
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