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How would Greg Feel?

Newly elected Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi
invited a special guest to his Inauguration
to say the invocation, Brother Martin Hyatt
of St. Basil’s. All i can say is, I wonder how
this makes Greg Feel?

Sullivan Reigns in School

Committee

Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan wants to
reign in renegade members of the School
Committee who place items on the agenda
and then make endless speeches with no
proposed solutions at the school committee
table.

Too often, members of the committee use
the public's time at a School

Committee  meeting to ask a
multitude of open ended
questions that can be asked and

answered privately.

All too often these so
called "informational" items
School Committee members
place on the agenda result
in very little substantive

information being passed on to the public
and almost never result in a vote of the
committee to solve a particular problem or
concern.

So, Mayor Sullivan, as chairman of the
committee says he wants to change the way
committee members are allowed to place
items on the School Committee agenda.
Much to his credit Sullivan wants to require
Fellow board members to come to the School
Committee table ready to make a motion so
that the committee can vote on proposed
solutions to the problem or concern being
brought to the table.

This will make

Rurak's Predictions!

I'm not sure what our good friend and
Valley Patriot Columnist, Jim Rurak is
thinking these days but I certainly wish he
would share! In Rurak's column this month,
(page 5) he predicts that the Democrats will
not only retake control of the Congress but
that George Bush will actually be impeached.
(I'll buy you dinner Jim if that ever happens,
do you like sushi?)

While I fully agree that the partisan hacks
in the Democrat Party would be thrilled at
the opportunity to impeach the president it
just isn't going to happen... at least not in
this world.
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TOM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOKTOM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOK

DiMarca snubbed

from Sub-

Committees

Four years ago when
Patrick Blanchette was
seeking the city council
presidency for the first
time he was one vote shy
until Nunzio DiMarca

stepped up to the plate and cast the deciding
vote making Blanchette the leader of the
Lawrence City Council.

But three years later when DiMarca
submitted his name to ill the vacated
seat by Nilka Alvarez, Blanchette
returned the favor by ... well, voting
for Barbara Gonzalez.

So, it was no surprise (to those
who pay attention) that Nunzio
DiMarca voted "present" on the nomination
of Patrick Blanchette as council president
this year.

Blanchette won the council presidency
again by a nearly unanimous vote with only
DiMarca not voting yes. A vote that
apparently cost him i the world of
"gotcha" Lawrence politics.

The day after Blanchette was elected as
Council President he announced his
assignments for city council sub committees

and wouldn't you know it?
Nunzio DiMarca was not
appointed to one standing
committee. He was assigned

to a new ad-hoc public
safety committee, but

they only meet three
times a year.

I guess The Greater
Lawrence Technical School, where both
Blanchette and DiMarca teach is no longer
one big happy family.

NOT SO FAST!
2 open seats on the North

Andover Finance Committee?

With North Andover Finance
Committee members Steve Dawe
and Paul Stewart taking out
nomination papers for the Board of
Selectman, they may not realize that
they both need to resign prior to running.

Town Moderator Charlie Salisbury, who
appoints Finance Committee members,  said
he plans to speak with both Dawe and

Stewart to reiterate what told them during
their interview for the position so that he
can discuss the potential conflicts of
interest. Salisbury has long held that the
credibility of the entire finance committee
is best served, and flexibility of
candidates  for town office are best
allowed by FINCOM members
resigning before declaring a run for
office.

Whidden off to early

start?

The Eagle Tribune is never shy
about showing their bias in local
political races.  Last week they printed
a story about how North Andover

School Committee candidate
Barbara Whidden was “off to
an early start” in her campaign.
It was an interesting headline

considering the incumbent School
Committee member, Charles Ormsby, took
out and returned nomination papers long
before Whidden, and has been actively
campaigning to inform voters about his
education initiatives since being elected 3
years ago. Gee, I wonder who the Trib is
getting ready to endorse for this seat?

Let Bygones be Bygones

With the recent elections of a new Mayor,
City Council and School Committee in
Methuen we were starting to hope that old
grudges, alliances, and political pettiness
that prevailed in recent years would no
longer be a factor and Methuen could get
down to business.

But when the City Council met for the first
time last week it was evident that there is
already a split between the anti-DiZoglio,
and/or  anti-Pollard camps and those
councilors who supported them.

The "anti" group consists of Giordano,
Andrew, Cronin and Willett.  The pro

group seems to be Leahy,  Rahme,
Leone, Quinn and Zanni. We'll
have to see if this "anti" group will
establish themselves as anti-
Manzi  as well (though I have hope

for Willette).

I'm also curious to see how
Developer Councilor Leone is
taking that slap in the face on

the proposed  moratorium on construction
in Methuen. Yeah that's what Methuen
needs right now ... to STOP growth!

Visibly absent from

Inauguration

At the Lawrence Inauguration
of city officials I noticed Barry

Finegold, and State Senator
Sue Tucker but once again

no sight of David (Where-
is-He) Torissi. State
Representatives Willie
Lantigua also failed to

attend  Lawrence’s swearing in ceremonies
for Mayor, City Council and School
Committees. I was surprised because after
all, it is an election year once again for the
missing reps and this is usually when thy
come out of the wood work to mug for the
cameras. Also absent were exiting City
Councilors Marcos Devers, Barbara
Gonzalez, Israel Reyes and Carlos Matos
(though Matos showed up at the dinner
afterward). I think it would have shown a
little class for Marcos Devers to have
shown up and proven his commitment
to "unity" as he talked about during
the mayoral campaign. I think
Marcos Devers has a bright future
in Lawrence and he would serve
himself well to stay visible and show he is
not a sore loser to those who are so eager to
bad mouth him the minute he is not around.

Why I hate Israel Reyes

Former Lawrence City Councilor Israel
Reyes had a good excuse for missing the
Inauguration of city officials last week.

He and his wife (newly
elected School
Committeeman Patricia
Sanchez)  were on their
honeymoon. Patricia  also
missed her first School
Committee meeting,
where Amy McGovern
was elected  Vice-Chair
of the Committee. (Who

could have predicted
THAT?) Reyes announced

at his last city council
meeting that Patricia is pregnant and the two
were married the week before. And you
wonder why I hate this guy?

More wedding Bells

Amy McGovern also got married over the
Christmas holiday (everything was
supposed to be top secret CIA stuff so don't
tell anybody and don't talk about it). I do
want to congratulate her as well as former
councilor Israel Reyes.
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City Remembers
Kevin Callahan

Lawrence

14 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840 - (978) 687-1919
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LAWRENCE - The death of Lawrence
Police Officer Kevin Callahan last month left
those of us who knew him in utter shock
and disbelief. At 37 years old, he was so full
of life that people often wondered how he
had the time to be a police
officer, a professional
singer, a community
volunteer, a husband,
father, son, a member of the
Saint Michael’s choir, and
the multiple roles he played
in our lives.

Last week, when
Lawrence Mayor Mike
Sullivan was sworn in for
his second term as mayor,
Sullivan personally made
sure that his inauguration
ceremony was “Dedicated
to the memory of Officer
Kevin Callahan.”

“Kevin touched a lot of people in the
community,” Sullivan said before the
inaugural, “probably more than anyone will
ever realize. So we are dedicating this
inaugural ceremony to Kevin because we
all wish he was here to sing tonight.”

Sullivan said that when he was first sworn
in as mayor of Lawrence four years ago,
Kevin Callahan sang the national anthem.
“I thought it was only fitting that the city
remember him at my second inaugural
because he is really missed - especially on a
night like tonight.”

Kevin Callahan
(1968-2005)

Kevin’s name was mentioned several
times during the swearing in ceremony for
Mayor Sullivan, the Lawrence City Council,
the School Committee, and the Greater
Lawrence Technical School Board.

Besides being a
decorated police officer
who had saved the lives of
dozens of people, Kevin
volunteered most of his
free time to helping people
throughout the community.

In 2001 Kevin helped
organize and sang at a
fundraising benefit for a
child in Methuen who was
dying of cancer and
couldn’t afford
chemotherapy treatment
because the insurance

companies refused to pay for it.

Kevin was in the process of recording his
third musical CD when he died on December
7th, after years of singing and recording
music - his first true love. At 37 years old,
Kevin left a wife, two children, his parents,
a brother, two sisters, and thousands of
grieving friends, colleagues and associates.

Kevin grew up on Abbott Street in
Lawrence, attended Saint Patrick’s Grammar
School, sang in the Saint Patrick’s choir and
later attended Central Catholic. He was a
member of Saint Michael’s parish when he
died.

We will miss him dearly.

Tom Duggan

Lawrence Police Officers Mike Simard and Jay

Haggarty, (Kevin Callahan's former childhood classmate)

present colors in honor of their fallen colleague during

the Innaugural ceremony for Lawrence's newly elected

officials: Mayor Mike Sullivan, members of the Lawrence

School Committee, City Council and the Greater Lawrence

Technical School.
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Though there were some controversies
surrounding her actions as mayor, she was
still a steadfast leader and kept Methuen
strong and vibrant while surrounding
communities struggled.

During her administration, 90% of the
roads in Methuen were repaved, and to top
that, we experienced an amazing economic
boom that created many new jobs.  Our new
mayor has big shoes to fill, but we are all
confident as a community that William M.
Manzi, III will fill those shoes and make us
proud.

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662
with orders over $25.00

With any order
over $34

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Open 6 days a week
Mon thru Wed 11:00am -

9:00pm & Thurs. thru Sat.
11:00am - 10:00pm

FREE
16" Lg. Cheese Pizza

Methuen

D.J. Beauregard is The Valley Patriot's
Methuen reporter. He was the campaign
manager for Councilor Kathleen Corey
Rahme's successful run for at-large City
Council. If you have a news tip in
Methuen,   you can email him at
methuendj@aol.com

President George W.
Bush said in his first
inaugural address,
“The peaceful transfer
of authority is rare in
history, yet common in

our country.  With a
simple oath, we

affirm old
traditions
and make
new be-
ginnings.”

That is
exactly what took place at the Tenney
Grammar School auditorium in Methuen on
January 2, 2006.  We saw William M. Manzi,
III, formerly a city councilor representing
the Central District, become Methuen’s
fourth mayor.

Not only was a new mayor sworn in, but
also taking the oath was a new slate of city
councilors, school committeemen, Greater
Lawrence Regional Vocational Technical
High School committeemen, a Methuen
Housing Authority member, and the Nevins
Library trustees.

The slate of city councilors include at-
large councilors Kathleen Corey Rahme,
Kenneth R. Willette, Jr. and Stephen N.
Zanni; East District councilors Larry F.
Giordano and Joseph A. Leone, III; Central
District councilors John A. Cronin, Jr. and
Philip J. Lahey, Jr.; and West District
councilors Robert A. Andrew and Deborah
R. Quinn.

The slate of school committeemen
includes Joseph M. Cosgrove, Ian P.

Gosselin, Martha Monazynski Welch, and
newcomers Kenneth A. Henrick, Gary M.
Marcoux, and George J. Kazanjian.  Also
sworn in were Greater Lawrence Regional
Vocational Technical High School
committeemen Michael E. Condon and
Kenneth A. Henrick, Nevins Library trustees
Josephine M. Napolitano and Arthur
Nicholson, III, and Methuen Housing
Authority member Richard True.  The other
newly elected Methuen Housing Authority
member, Francis T. Roberge, did not attend
the ceremony.

Following a gracious and uplifting
rendition of the national anthem by
Methuen firefighter James Garrity, and an
introduction by Congressman Marty
Meehan, Manzi was sworn in to office by
former state Senator and Justice of the Peace
James Jajuga.  The other elected officials
were sworn in by City Clerk Tina Conway.

In Manzi’s inaugural address, he talked
about the need for a new master plan and
about development.  He also talked about
the importance of education in Methuen.  He
reiterated his campaign slogan,
“Government works best when it works
together,” and said that the slogan will no
longer be just a slogan, but a reality.

Overall, Manzi’s speech was promising
and hopeful about Methuen’s future.

The Methuen High School Ranger Jazz
Band entertained the audience for the first
half-hour of the evening before the
ceremony began.  Musician Ben Cosgrove
entertained the ceremony attendants during
the inaugural dinner, which was served in
the school cafeteria.

A New Day Has Come for Methuen
D.J. Beauregard

Ziti, meatballs, and various sandwich
meats were offered, along with delicious
cookies and brownies, all located in a series
of buffet lines.

That evening, I also enjoyed the company
of my lovely “best-est” friend, Rosemarie.
As I was pointing out all of the elected
officials to her, I was surprised to find out
that she already knew most of them.

Also in attendance was Lawrence Mayor
Michael J. Sullivan, who attended Central
Catholic High School with Manzi.

All in all, the transfer of authority from
one mayor to the next went smoothly.

A new day has arrived in Methuen, but
the old days will also be missed.  Mayor
Pollard did a fine job in leading Methuen.

Methuen City Councilor Bill Manzi was elected Mayor Of

Methuen last November. Manzi was sworn in January 2, 2006.
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For the past six years, the city of Methuen
has enjoyed the leadership of Mayor
Sharon M. Pollard. Known for her no-
nonsense managerial style, she has proven
herself to be an effective mayor. But for term
limits, she might still be in power. While she
has been the subject of controversy
involving the Festival of Trees, that is but a
blip on the radar screen of her legacy. She
was one of the founders of this organization
twelve years ago, and it has given countless
hours of entertainment and upwards of
$600,000 in funds for the preservation of
Methuen’s historical
treasures for future
generations to enjoy.

This preservation
is something the city
could never afford to
fund.

The first time I
became acquainted
with Mayor Pollard
was because of her
involvement with
children. Early in her
career as mayor, Pollard was invited to come
to one of our Girl Scout meetings. She was
invited to speak to the girls about leadership
and women’s careers. She provided a
positive role model for our troop and gave
the scouts encouragement regarding their
future. Pollard will forever be remembered
for her celebration of children.

Her tenure has been good for our city.
First, she can boast of a well-managed city
government. With its $112.5 million a year
budget, she has provided us with a balanced
budget yearly. The most recent city audit
came back without findings. We have
enjoyed many services without additional
costs to our taxpayers. For example, while
other cities and towns charge for services
such as bussing, sport’s fees and extra
charges for trash pick-up, Methuen has not
imposed those extra fees.

Methuen has been able to provide
services unmatched by other communities.
The department heads have worked hard
and successfully with Pollard for the benefit
of our city.

Under Pollard’s leadership, Methuen has
been able to cope with the decreases in state
funding and strike that delicate balancing
act of fiscal conservatism while continuing
to provide services and no loss of jobs. In
order to save money, she instituted the “Part
of the Solution” campaign with her
department heads to achieve this end.
Methuen has strived to become more
customer friendly with a one-stop shopping
Customer Service Center.

The next success that can be attributed
to Pollard’s leadership is that of a solid
infrastructure. She instituted a roads
program that has resurfaced miles and miles
of roads, which will continue to serve us
well for years to come. The Department of
Public Works committed time and resources
and has repaved about 90% of Methuen’s
roads.

Methuen has exceptional recreation sites
including many refurbished ball fields. A
variety of sports have been available and
financially accessible to all who want to
participate. If fact, 4965 children participated
in the recreation program’s offerings in 2004.
Sports are important to the citizens of
Methuen.

There have been positive changes in our
water treatment capabilities that will ensure
the ability to provide safe and plentiful
drinking water for our future. Our water
supply has received state honors for clean
water and was rated in the top 20% in the
Northeast Region for water quality.

Lastly, Pollard’s tenure has given us an
investment in our quality of life.  These are
the things that provide for our families and
all the citizens of Methuen and make our
city such a great place to live. We have a
wonderful school system. We have a

fabulous YMCA.
The homework
center for the
A r l i n g t o n
N e i g h b o r h o o d
provides a safe and
accessible place
for our children.
These amenities
are what make
Methuen such an
attractive place to
live.

Pollard values the preservation of
Methuen’s history. She feels we must take
care of what others have given us. The wall
behind the Searles Building was crumbling
and on the ground and she led the effort to
rebuild this treasure so it would not be lost
forever. The walls are part of Methuen’s
unique character.

Open space is a luxury that Pollard has
sought to preserve with the many
achievements during her tenure. The Forest
Lake project allowed for the protection of
open space around the lake. Also, using zero
tax dollars, Pollard purchased the Bea’s site
on the Merrimack River in order to protect
our drinking water from unwanted
development. Lastly, the opening of
Greycourt State Park was possible due to
the $1.2 million grant she secured to make
that happen.

When she was asked to reflect on the past
six years, she noted that “it was a privilege
to have held this job for this great city.” It is
obvious that she took great pleasure in
being mayor because of her love of people,
her love of government, and the sheer
enjoyment of problem solving.  Her
contributions and that of her talented team
will be a part of Methuen for many years.
Methuen has been a better place because
of her work and leadership abilities.

What about her future?  I doubt we have
heard the last of Sharon Pollard. Good luck
Mayor Pollard and on behalf of a grateful
city, thank you. (Source: City of Methuen,
2004 Annual Report)

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Essex County D.A.,
Jon Blodget, convened a Grand Jury to
investigate Mayor Pollard’s actions
regarding the Festival of Trees. The Grand
Jury returned a ruling of no indictments,
clearing Pollard and all those involved of
any wrongdoing. Please send your
condolence letters to Ellen Bahan at Rumbo
as we are sure she will be whining for the
next few months and clearly needs
“emotional support.” -T.D.

Methuen

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, Central District

Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the former Cen-
tral District Councilor in Methuen and was
just elected as a city councilor "at-large."
She is also the founder of the Methuen
Youth Corps. You can email her at
kcoreyrahme@comcast.net

Moving Forward - The Pollard Years

Open space is a luxury that
Pollard has sought to preserve with
the many achievements during her
tenure. The Forest Lake project
allowed for the protection of open
space around the lake. Also, using
zero tax dollars, Pollard purchased
the Bea’s site on the Merrimack
River in order to protect our
drinking water...

From the Desk of

 Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi

Let me begin by thanking the people who
worked so hard to make this great event
possible. Methuen’s Inaugural Committee,
chaired by Lee- Ann Condon,
deserves our thanks for the hard
work they did to put this event
together.

My thanks to Dr. Littlefield
and the School Department
for all of their help on today’s
event.

I am delighted to have the
participation of Firefighter
Jim Garrity, as well as the
North Shore Theatre Group
and the Methuen High School Band. Thank
you for your beautiful musical contributions.

Thank you Congressman Meehan for
your participation and kind words. We in
the City of Methuen appreciate your hard
work on our behalf. I look forward to forging
an even stronger partnership with you to
produce great results for Methuen. Marty
has been a great friend to me but more
importantly, a great friend for Methuen.

In Senator Steven Baddour we have a
State Senator who truly embodies what it
means to be a public official.  Steve you
have always put this community first. No
matter what the issue, small or large, we can
always count on you to fight for us. Your
rise in the Senate has been remarkable and I
value your friendship greatly.  I look forward
to working with you.

We are fortunate to have had Arthur
Broadhurst serving us on Beacon Hill for
more than a decade now. Arthur, your style
is quiet and behind the scenes, but your
impact on Methuen has been loud and real.
You will soon move on to bigger and better
things, but let me just say to you Arthur, on
behalf of the people of Methuen, Thank
you!

And of course Jim Jajuga. Senator your
contributions to Methuen have been
extraordinary, and your commitment to us
unwavering. I am honored by your presence
and I thank you for your help. Despite my
long friendship with you your request for
speaking time tonight has been denied.

I also want to thank the members of the
Methuen City Council, the School
Committee, the Library Trustees and the
Vocational Board members, for their
willingness to give themselves to public
service. The City is grateful for your
participation and willingness to serve.

Throughout this campaign, the overriding
principle was always, “Government works
best when it works together.” Now that the
campaign is over, and the politics have
subsided, it is time to govern, and prove
that government does work best when it
works together.

Governing can only be accomplished
through open lines of communication,
teamwork, mutual respect, understanding
and above all else - compromise.

Together with my elected colleagues, I
welcome all of you, and all of the residents
of our city, to join with us in governing.

We welcome you not only to join us
tonight, but into the future as well.  For it is
you, the people of Methuen, who can, who
will, who must, make your voices heard in
order that we, the elected stewards of your
government, can be successful in making
Methuen the best city it can be.

I challenge everyone to get involved. It is
not enough to care about only the issues of

the day, or even the issues that affect you
directly. Methuen’s great strength lies
within its people and our sense of
community and volunteerism.

Here today, I offer each of you an
open invitation to assist me in

leading our city, the city that
I love. As I look out upon this
audience I see all of the
things that make Methuen
great. I see police and
firemen. I see mothers and
fathers. I see students and

teachers. I see public and private sectors
workers alike.

All of you make up the fabric of our great
city. Our city. We will take it into the future
and continue to make it the best place to
live in America!

Together we can achieve great things.
Together, we can unite as one to ensure that
our future, Methuen’s future, is bright. And
make no mistake, that future is very bright!

There are many things we need to do to
guarantee that future, and to remain on
course for success. I have established a team
of highly qualified and experienced members
of our community, all of whom specialize in
their fields of expertise, to help me devise a
plan for Methuen’s future. When I walk into
City Hall tomorrow, we will begin the work
at hand; the work of creating a brighter
future for all.

As I campaigned last year, I had the
opportunity to speak with and hear from so
many wonderful people throughout the city.
Over the course of those conversations
many citizens took the opportunity to
address the issue of development in
Methuen, and how that development has
impacted their quality of life.

Many of our citizens have been frustrated
by the use of the State’s Chapter 40B by
developers, circumventing Methuen’s
zoning regulations.

As a result, I will ask the City Council to
assist me in the creation of a comprehensive
Master Plan, with the goal of being proactive
rather than reactive in the area of land use
and zoning. We can and we will meet our
housing obligations under Chapter 40B, but
we will do so through a planning process
designed by Methuen!

We all know that increased Economic
Development is vital to our future.
Accordingly, I will submit to the City Council
a re-organization of Methuen’s Economic
and Community Development Department,
with the goal of business expansion and
retention, job creation, and an expanded tax
base. Nothing we do will have a greater
impact in keeping Methuen affordable to
those who live here and attractive to those
want to join us here.

A strong and vibrant Economic and
Community Development Department will
keep Methuen moving forward and help
make Methuen the epicenter of the
Merrimack Valley.

I know that interaction with government
at times can be inconvenient, confusing, and
frustrating for our citizens.  Understanding
that, we will employ Information Technology
to make government easier to understand
and utilize for our citizens.

Inaugural Address, January 2, 2006

Continued on Page 19
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Hanna Interviews State Rep. Barry Finegold (D), Andover

Kids & Education

Finegold Running for Reelection

Hanna, Valley Patriot Ace-Reporter

Congratulations on your baby, Ella Mae.
How do you feel?

Great. Great. Nothing could be better.
She’s a peach. She definitely doesn’t look
like her sister because she has black hair.
My other daughter has red hair. It’s great.
It’s a labor of love.

What exactly does a state representative
do?

A state rep tries to help people, tries to
move society forward and to make a better
society. What we physically do is we vote
on laws. We also help people out with
constituent services. We try to make our
towns better. I represent part of Lawrence,
Andover and Tewksbury.

What is your day like?

Normally, I wake up at about 5:30 a.m. and
go to the gym. I come into my office here in
Andover two to three times a week. I am in
Boston when we are in session or for a
hearing. I am very busy at night. I am out
almost every day of the night. Not on
Fridays, but every other night of the week I
am out doing something.

How long have you been a state rep.?

Five terms since 1997. It’s been a long time.
I’ve been in office almost as long as you’ve
been alive. I was in office when Tom
[Duggan] was in office on the Lawrence
School Committee.

What are some of the bills you have
sponsored?

Well, the Baby Safe Haven bill is one you
know about (Hanna’s note: I have no idea
what that is.). One of the things I have been
actively involved with is — you know when
you go the gas station and you put gas in
your car?

Yes …

Some day you will be able to put hydrogen
into your car instead of gas because we
cannot keep going on gasoline forever. I am
also interested in stem cell research. God
forbid someday you get very sick. Stem cell
research basically uses your own body to
find out what diseases you can prevent. In
Lawrence, right now, we have drug-free
school zones and I want to expand that to
youth centers. We are also trying to build a
new off ramp from Rte. 93 so we can create
more jobs. It is between Exit 41 and 42. There
is a huge problem trying to get traffic in and
out of there.

What are some of the bills you do not
support?

I was very much against the whole tax on
capital gains and how it was retroactive. It
basically said you don’t have to pay capital
gains taxes and then suddenly we changed

the rules afterward and said you are going
to have to pay back-taxes on it. I was very
much against that; it hurts businesses.

What are some of the committees you sit
on?

I sit on Ways and Means; it helps me to
bring more money home. We have a $25
billion budget that we have to take care of.

Are you going to run again next year?

Yes

Well, good luck.

Thank you.

When Marcos Devers was running for
mayor, he and the Democrats had a rally in
Lawrence. Why didn’t you attend?

That’s kind of a tough question, but it
was because Mike Sullivan is my friend ...

You know that they are all mad at you for
that.

Well, you know, sometimes things come
before political parties. I am very close to
the Sullivans. Kevin has been very good to
me. Kevin and I did a lot to help the city. I
like Marcos a lot, but Mike has stayed out
of my races and I just decided to stay out of
his race. It’s a local race and I’m not sure it’s
helpful for a state rep to get involved in a
local race.

What is your greatest accomplishment
so far?

Well, the Baby Safe Haven bill was one. I
really think Lawrence is a lot better off than
when I started. I think the fact that home
prices have gone up the way they have and
the fact that crime is down significantly are
really important.  The way we have a lot of
economic investment in the city is really
great and the fact that we are building new
schools all shows that the city is much better
off than when I started in 1997. There is still
a lot to do and we have a long way to go,
but Lawrence is definitely improving and
that’s a good thing.

What do you still want to accomplish?

Well, I think one of the things I am
concerned about in general is that we used
to be a really great state to come and do
business in. Now we have to figure out what
is going on, why people are leaving our
state. We have to give incentives for
businesses to come and stay here. We have
to constantly find new ways to help
businesses and stop them from leaving.
Massachusetts is a great state, but we have
to do more and do better.

With Governor Romney not running for
reelection, who do you think the next
governor will be?

I don’t know. I think it’s Tom Reilly’s to
lose. I haven’t decided whom I’m going to
support, yet. It’s Reilly’s to lose. I think

Christy Mihos will be tough if he gets into
the race. I think Kerry Healey will be tough.
I wouldn’t be surprised if someone like Joe
Kennedy gets into the race because it’s as
wide open as a runway at Logan Airport right
now.

Do you Support MCAS?

Yes.

Why?

I think it is an effective tool to find out
how our students are progressing. But I do
think that there are cases of kids who are
mentally challenged and MCAS shouldn’t
be a reason for them not to graduate.

I know there is one kid who tried to pass
MCAS five or six times and I know he is
probably going to wash dishes and he’ll
probably be really good at that, but should
he not get a high school degree? There have
to be other ways to judge. I think there is
more to high school than just tests.

My family are all Republicans, why aren’t
you?

I’m probably the least partisan guy you
will ever meet. My theory in that politics
should be out of your bedroom and out of
your lives.

I believe government should stay out of
your bedroom. I support gay marriage. I have
no problem with that. I support abortion. I
am pro choice and I support all forms of
stem cell research. But I’m one of the most
fiscally conservative guys you will meet. I
don’t think government needs to tell us what
to do. I don’t support big government. I
think it is big government when it tells you
whom you can marry and whom you can’t
marry, what you can do to your body, etc.
That’s why at the end of the day I am a
Democrat. But if there is a good idea by a
Republican, I am happy to support it.

What is your favorite book?

When I was a kid it was Bravest of Them
All. It was about a small boy who helped
out someone in a fire. A good book I read
lately was by Steve Jobs, Icon. It’s about a
guy who rises up and gets knocked down
and then gets back up again. Jobs invented
Apple computers and the Ipod. I read a lot
of self-motivation books; I’m really into that.
I like to read about leadership styles. I like
David Gergen books; I like him a lot.

Do you think towns like Andover and
North Andover get their fair share of state
money for schools?

 No.

Why, and what are you going to do about
it?

Unlike the federal government, we have a
balanced budget requirement. We can’t
borrow our future away. You know, if you
ask me: What are my three biggest concerns
about this country? The first is continuing
to let Asia finance us. What we are saying
to other countries is that we can’t afford
what we are doing, so we are going to
mortgage our future. And you are going to
pay to operate our country because we can’t
balance our budget. Number two would be
to finance our responsibility to Social
Security and pensions, and nobody will live
up to that.

Third is the oil situation. I don’t criticize
anyone who has an SUV. I don’t criticize
anybody, but everyone in their own way has
to find a way to solve the energy problem.
Like I’ve said before many times, you can’t
be 5% of the world’s population and
consume 25% of the world’s oil. We go
through 25 billion barrels of oil a year and
when you see a $10 per barrel spike in oil
prices, that means $250 billion are going
overseas and 75% of that goes to the Middle
East. That money is then helping to fund
terrorism to be used against us.

So you support drilling in ANWR
(Alaska)?

I didn’t say that! I think with hybrid cars
and technology we can certainly do better. I
don’t know much about the wind farms on
the Cape, though. I don’t know enough
about them.

You were recently a principal for the day
at Lawrence High. What was your day like
and what did you learn?

Lawrence High was great and the kids
were great. People don’t understand how
these educators in Lawrence work. They
work very hard and they have a tough job.
And I don’t think people understand how
these kids work, too. Some of them go to
school all day and then they go off to work
to support their family.

They are great kids; they have so much
energy. I love being around young people.
You know, I used to coach football and I
wish I had more of an opportunity to work
with young people. They have so much
energy. They are so alive.

Valley Patriot ace-reporter Hanna interviewed
State Representative Barry Finegold about his
thoughts on MCAS, taxes, the upcoming election
for governor and why he didn't support Marcos
Devers in the last mayoral election in Lawrence.
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You can email Hanna at
ValleyPatriot@aol.com
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Methuen Mayor's Inaugural Address

The City’s website will be overhauled
with an eye towards allowing greater and
more convenient interaction between
government and citizen.

Information technology is yet another
way to bring government closer to the
public, and make us more accessible. I will
appoint a group of citizens to develop ways
to reduce red tape and antiquated
regulations. Working with our City Council
we can make the changes necessary to
make Methuen more user friendly for
business and citizen alike.

We must also remain attentive towards
the main duty of our community. As leaders
and parents we must never waver in our
quest to provide the best possible
opportunities to cultivate our greatest
natural resource - our children.

President John F. Kennedy once said,
“Our progress as a nation can be no swifter
than our progress in education.” His words
still ring true today.

We are charged with a mandate to
provide accessible, quality education for
the children of our city, but in today’s
highly competitive world, that mandate falls
short. We must provide more than simply a

Three quick answers come to mind:

1. That the North Andover Board of
Selectmen resists the clarion calls from the
“usual suspects” to put a tax override on
the ballot and in turn make the tough
decisions needed to get spending under
control.

2. That the School Department and School
Committee focus their efforts on how to
provide a first-class education based on the
expected budget rather than concentrate
their energies on getting more money and
raising our taxes.

3. That town leaders on both the
municipal and school sides of the budget
work hard at using our tax money wisely
and bringing new ideas/innovation into
local government – all without the use of
increased OPM.

From one “Hopefully Happy Columnist”
to all in North Andover: Happy New Year!

Ted Tripp is an International
Consultant in high-tech
manufacturing methods. He has
BS and MS degrees in Chemical
Engineering from MIT. You can
reach him at tripp@gis.net.

hopelessly out of touch with the happy
reality of the community.

The coming year will be a tough one for
North Andover. Department budgets will see
either level funding or a slight decrease in
available revenues, depending on what the
town decides to do with its reserves. With
employee medical costs continuing to rise
sharply and heating costs going through
the roof, town leaders have some tough
decisions to make.

Because of this, we are already starting
to hear whispers of attempting, once again,
another Proposition 2 ½ Override in the
spring to solve the cash shortfall. We
shouldn’t blame these poor souls, however,
for such advocates simply want to be happy
... unfortunately though, their happiness
comes at the expense of OPM.

Let us hope that there are more of the
“other people” in town whose happiness
depends on keeping their own money for
their own purposes. After all, homeowner’s
heating bills have increased too, along with
their medical and other living expenses.

So, “What would make this columnist a
‘Happy Columnist’ in 2006?”

Happy New Year
Continued From Page 7

quality education, we must strive to provide
the best possible instruction we can, to
shape and nurture the children of our
community.

We must arm them with the skills they will
need, not only to compete here in America,
but also to compete in the quickly evolving
global economy.

Take a look around you at this wonderful
school we are in today. I’m sure many of
you remember what this building used to
look like, and now look at how remarkable a
transformation it has undergone. I’m proud
to say that my own children attend classes
here at the Tenney School.

This City has created a great educational
environment for our K-8 students by
building three new schools. We must
however address and fix the structural
problems that exist at our High School.

Working with our State delegation, the
School Committee and the City Council, I
will convene an executive group to ascertain
what immediate steps need to be taken to
move us towards this goal. We will outline a
timetable for this project, create a process,
and then move it forward. I am committed to

educational excellence at Methuen High
School.

As proud as I am about this beautiful
facility, I recognize that it is the teachers
that are the backbone of our educational
system. As a parent I have seen first hand
how positively our teachers impact our
children, and I have a deep appreciation for
their dedication.  Please join with me in
offering  a round of applause for our
teachers!

While we attend to the children of
Methuen, we cannot, nor will we ever,
abandon the elderly citizens who have come
before us. To you I offer my solemn promise
to always value your experience and
guidance, for it can only help to make
Methuen a better place.

Robert Frost said, “A nation reveals itself
not only by the men it produces but also by
the men it honors, the men it remembers.”

As we celebrate the inaugural of newly
elected officials let us also never forget the
veterans who have been responsible for
lighting the path we now travel.

The freedoms that we sometimes take for
granted have been paid for with the blood
and glory of our veterans. Join me in saluting
those who have served, especially those
brave men and women fighting for our
freedom overseas today.

As I stand here before you I am truly
amazed at the wondrous opportunity you,
the people of Methuen, have presented to
me, and for that I sincerely thank you. To
serve as your Mayor has been my dream
and it will be my honor. I pledge to you that
government works best when it works
together will be more than a just a slogan.
Please reach out to me and take part in our
government.

Together there is nothing we cannot
accomplish. Together, we will make the City
of Methuen, the city that we love, the best
place it can be to live, work and raise a family.

Thank you all.

Continued from Page 17

BOSTON - At a State House hearing
this morning, The Beacon Hill Institute
at Suffolk University released its
forecasts of Massachusetts state tax
revenue for fiscal years (FY) 2006 and
2007 — predicting that the state’s
economy will continue to generate
strong revenue growth. However,
revenue growth is expected to
moderate in FY 2007.

The Institute’s forecasts for FY 2005
and 2006 are:

- For FY 2006 (ending June 30, 2006):
$18.028 billion, for growth of 5.5%
over FY 2005.

- For FY 2007 (ending June 30, 2007):
$18.951 billion, for growth of 5.1%
over the predicted level for FY 2006.

David G. Tuerck, Executive Director
of BHI and Chairman and Professor of
Economics at Suffolk University,
presented the forecast in testimony
before the joint Senate and House
Ways and Means Committee and the
Secretary of Administration and
Finance.

The Institute’s forecasts for FY 2004
and FY 2005 proved closer to actual
revenues than other recognized
forecasts. State tax revenues grew by
7.1% over the FY 2004 and FY 2005.

“We continue to be cautiously bullish
on the state economy and therefore on
the outlook for state tax revenues,” says
Tuerck in his prepared remarks.

“Although Massachusetts lags the
national economy, we see strong
growth in state tax revenue through the
rest of fiscal 2006. State tax revenue
growth will fall off a bit during fiscal
2007 but will nevertheless reflect
continued underlying strength in the
state economy.”

The Institute bases its forecast on
predictions that state personal income
will grow by just over 5% through
calendar year 2006 and slow to 3.8%
in 2007.

BHI examined the effects on the state
economy of a reduction in the personal
income tax to 5% effective January 1,
2007. Using its State Tax Analysis
Modeling Program (STAMP), BHI found
that the tax cut would create 7,827 new
jobs, $456 million in disposable income
and $15.7 million in new capital
spending.

Taking into account these “dynamic”
effects, the predicted tax revenue for
FY 2007 would be $18.699 billion, $252
million less than the amount predicted
above.

Another
Year of
Strong

Growth in
State Tax
Revenues

Beacon Hill Institute

Forecasts

The Institute’s Massachusetts
Tax Revenue Forecasts for FY
2006 and FY 2007 may be
obtained at www.beaconhill .org
or by calling BHI at 617-573-8750.

Reprinted with permission,
Beacon Hill Institute, (c) 2005

Bill Manzi is the newly elected
mayor of Methuen. He served
three terms as a member of the
Methuen City Council. Manzi is a
Democrat and member of the
Methuen Democrat City
Committee. He took office on
January 2, 2006 and was elected
to serve a two year term. You can
email Bill Manzi at
billmanzi1@comcast.net

We would be happy to provide
you with the mayor's office phone
number, but the number  in the
phone book is inaccurate!

call Sam @ 508 254 1063 for more details.

SPACE for RENT

Downtown Lawrence
Commercial Storefront Space

in downtown Lawrence.
2400 sq. ft. $1500 per month.

Also available for rent,
1 bedroom apartment in downtown Lawrence.

$625 per month.
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Lawrence staff members stayed for an after-
hours Math Cluster Institute session. That
session delved further into the Math-in-CTE
program, and included information on
creating math-enhanced lessons.

In order to replicate the program at GLTS,
teachers learned they must develop and
sustain a community of practice within the
school; begin with the CTE curriculum, not
the academic math curriculum; help students
understand math as an essential workplace
skill; and establish CTE teachers as teachers
of Math-in-CTE, not math teachers.

“Math-in-CTE has proven to be a very
successful practice, and one we have been
working towards developing at GLTS,”
Director of Academies Ellen Gilbert said.
“For example, in our Math Moment, each
career area completes contextual math
problems similar to MCAS test problems.”

The Math Moment takes place 3-5 times a
week during the CTE week at GLTS. In
addition, the school recently was awarded
a competitive grant to expand the Math
Moment through a pilot project that will
introduce higher-level math into four career
areas, one from each career cluster
(Advanced Science & Technology,
Business Communication, Construction,
and Service).

In addition to Ms. Gilbert, Greater
Lawrence’s cluster leaders and the school’s
Professional Development team helped plan
Dr. Stone’s visit.

Kids & Education

Nationally Renowned

Math Researcher Visits

Tech School

ANDOVER — Greater Lawrence
Technical School teachers were the
beneficiaries last week of a visit from Dr.
James Stone, who shared research data and
successful teaching strategies related to his
Math-in-Career and Technical Education
(CTE) studies.

Dr. Stone is the director for the National
Research Center for Career and Technical
Education, which is based in St. Paul,
Minnesota. Math-in-CTE is a research-
based approach to improving math skills that
has been tested and shown to increase these
skills without reducing the content of a
technical education.

Greater Lawrence staff learned about the
Math-in-CTE study and its core principles
during a professional development half-day,
which also included an introduction to
curriculum mapping and a mapping exercise.
Dr. Stone also brought 18 colleagues, who
came from across the country to lead
workshops and breakout sessions on his
approach to teaching math. In addition to
math, presenters spanned many CTE subject
areas, including Health Occupations,
Agricultural Mechanics, Auto Technology,
and Business/Marketing.

Unlike most approaches that try to infuse
math curriculum into technical education
career areas, the Math-in-CTE program starts
with the math already present in a technical
area as it comes up in student projects. It
also uses math/CTE teacher teams.

Dr. Stone’s program was very well
received, and more than 40 Greater

photo: Barbara Parente

Carissa Karakaedos, Education Specialist at the Department
of Education talks to Dr. James Stone just before the after-
hours session on Math-in-CTE, part of a Professional
Development program December 14 at Greater Lawrence
Technical School. GLTS recently received a Department of
Education competitive grant that will address embedded math
in the career areas.

“Excellent” was a recurring word in the
summary report of the New England
Association of Schools and Colleges, sent
recently to Greater Lawrence Technical
School, 57 River Road, Andover, following
the Five Year Focused Visit, October 31st to
November 2nd.

A team of three evaluators toured the
building, visited classes in session, spoke
to students and staff, examined
documentation, and commented on the
changes that had taken place since 2000.
This was their last visit to the Andover
facility, now grown to 360,000 square feet of
bright and technologically modern space.

One of the most striking changes was the
new, renovated and reconfigured facility.

Superintendent-Director Frank S. Vacirca
noted: “The evaluators were very impressed
with the safety and the cleanliness of the
building, the new school, our five-academy
model, sweeping curriculum changes, slow
but steady improvement in MCAS scores,
our professional development program, and
the overwhelming commitment of our staff
to our students.”

Greater Lawrence Technical School
already has its 10-year accreditation, Mr.
Vacirca affirmed, but he welcomed the
NEASC evaluators halfway through the next
10-year mark. “The Five Year Focused Visit
validates the success we have had over the
past five years. I am very proud of the staff
and the total restructuring efforts to which
we have committed.”

Based on the school’s progress in areas
where substantive changes were
recommended five years ago, NEASC’s
Commission on Career and Technical
Institutions will vote in December to
determine whether the school successfully
completed recommendations.  On the basis

New England Association of Schools and Colleges Gives
High Marks To Gr. Lawrence Tech at Five Year Visit

of the report and what he has been told
verbally, Mr. Vacirca says he believes the
vote will be “just a formality.”

As a result of the Building Expansion and
Renovation or BEAR project, the evaluators
wrote, “the result is a technologically
advanced, expansive and fully renovated
facility that is pleasing to work in and offers
students the best in vocational technical
education.”

Under the category of “Substantive
Changes,” the report notes, among other
things, how the school has responded to
changes in business and industry. Over the
past five years, GLTS merged two programs
(Industrial Electronics and Electronics) and
committed to discontinue Building and
Property Management because of changes
in the workplace.

In addition, two new career areas,
Biotechnology and Information Support
Services, were initiated. Both programs were
reviewed by the Massachusetts Department
of Education and have received full approval
under Chapter 74.

Relocation of services for customer
convenience and security, increased
availability of technology, additional science
laboratories, and the expansion of health and
fitness areas were also noted.

Greater Lawrence Technical School was
given an “excellent” rating for ten out of
eleven standards, among them School
Philosophy and Goals, School and
Community Relations, Educational Program,
Media Services, Student Services, Staff,
Administration, School Facilities and School
Atmosphere. Energy bills that impacted
financial resources, which nearly all
Northeast schools face this year, were cited
for the one “good” rating, in Finance and
Business Operations.

Graham Entwistle

Grade 9 history teacher George Tsekrekas and
Superintendent-Director Frank S. Vacirca with two
students, Lisalee Munoz, left, and Elvira Martinez,
right.  The dedication of the teaching staff to
students was one of many positive items noted in
the summary report by the NEASC evaluation
team.
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422 Boston St, North Andover,MA 01845

home: 978-682-8468   cell: 301-318-5182

zhannach@netzero.net

ZHANNA CHATSMAN

Let music into

you and your child’s lifeAndove
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said. “That makes us feel good too.
Everyone is happy in the end.”

Ms. Anganes is a l ife-long
cosmetologist, who worked in many
salons before becoming interested in
teaching. After rearing three children,
she attended Fitchburg State College at
night to earn her teaching degree. In
1989, she began teaching post-
graduates at Greater Lawrence for
Northern Essex Community College. She
joined the Greater Lawrence staff in
1995, and became a department head
four years ago.

Cancer patients interested in making
an appointment to be fitted with a wig
from Greater Lawrence can call Ms.
Anganes at 978-686-6226.

Kids & Education
Book Keepers Corner

Dr. Charles Ormsby

46 Pages:Thomas Paine
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT™

Recently, at a child care
staff meeting, teachers had
a heated discussion about
the validity of four year
olds reciting the Pledge of
Allegiance everyday at the
beginning of group story
time. I think they are too
young and it is just
meaningless words to
them, so I see no point in
it. What do you think?

I agree with you. Many four year olds
don’t even know the name of the town that
they live in and the concept of “country” is
beyond most of them. It is better to do less
rote recitation and instead spend some time
showing the children on a globe where they
live. Introduce words such as city, state,
country and continent. Though pre-
schoolers will not fully grasp the nuances
of all these words, acquainting them with
these terms will help them when they are
reintroduced to them in the primary grades.
At this point their conceptual skills will be
developed and they will understand what
all these distinctions mean.

A great book to read to children of this
age is The Pledge of Allegiance that was
issued by Scholastic Books. It’s an
inexpensive paperback with beautiful
photographs representing each phrase of
the pledge.

My eleven year old daughter and nine
year old son go to an after school program
every day from 3 p.m. until 6 p.m. Both
complain that as soon as they walk in the
door, the staff urges them to get started on
their homework. Should I speak to someone
about this?

Ugh. No one wants to sit in a chair and do
homework immediately after being in school
all day. Check with the program’s director
and reassess if this is the right placement
for your children. Many after school
programs have the philosophy of not having
the youngsters do any homework at all, but

“Preschool Patriots”
instead provide social
activities, arts and crafts,
and outdoor play space.
At the very minimum, the
children should be getting
at least an hour and a half
break after school. A snack
and some physical or
social activity should be
encouraged before they hit
the books. This is

especially important for children of the ages
you mention. They need to expend some of
the energy that has been pent up during the
school day.

My husband is concerned because our
three and half year old stutters at times. I
want to give it more time before we look
into speech help, but my spouse feels the
sooner the better when speaking.

In many cases this “stuttering” is a result
of the children thinking faster than they can
talk. Often as speech ability catches up with
thinking ability the problem disappears. Next
time your child sees the pediatrician bring
the topic to the doctor’s attention.

Our eight year old gnaws on ice anytime
it is in his drinks. It drives me crazy, plus I
am sure it is not good for his teeth. Any
suggestions?

This is definitely not good for the enamel
of his teeth. To reinforce this with him, next
time he has a dental appointment ask the
dentist to show your child pictures of
cracked teeth. Meanwhile, provide only
crushed iced in his drinks or no ice until he
is weaned of this habit. You could freeze
some of the plastic ice shapes found in
kitchen supply stores and use them instead
of ice cubes in his beverages.

Even those with just a
passing acquaintance with
U.S. history around the time
of our Revolutionary War
are aware of Thomas
Paine’s historic pamphlet.
And they are generally
familiar with the fact that it
was influential during the
months leading up to our
Declaration of
Independence. What is not
as well known is the reason
its impact was so prodigious.

Paine’s writing style,
which was easily understood by the masses,
and his ability to create powerful and
memorable excerpts are often cited. These
provide a partial explanation for the
pamphlet’s success, but there are even more
important reasons.

If you haven’t read Common Sense, put it
off just a little longer. First read “46 Pages:
Thomas Paine, Common Sense, and the
Turning Point to Independence” by Scott Liell.
When you are done, which won’t be long since
it is only 130 pages, you will be much better
prepared to appreciate the significance of
Paine’s arguments for independence.

Before the publication of Common Sense,
colonial rants against Great Britain focused
on the Parliament and not King George III.
Even with Boston under siege, George
Washington, hoping for ultimate reconciliation
with England, toasted the King of England
every evening as he and his Generals
concluded their dinners in Cambridge. Thomas
Paine’s pamphlet shifted the focus of the
colonists’ anger to the King. Washington’s
toasts to King George stopped the day he read
Common Sense. Within months of publication,
the statue of King George in New York was
demolished.

Paine’s attack was not limited to King
George. Common Sense was a systematic attack

“We have it in our power to begin the world over again.” So wrote Thomas Paine near the
conclusion of Common Sense. And so we did.

on the English system of
government and on the
monarchy in particular.
Paine dissected the
justification for having a
Monarch and destroyed it.
In its place, he erected an
alternative: a republic
based on natural law.

Before Common Sense,
first distributed on January
10 th 1776 and
approximately nine months
after the Battle of
Lexington and Concord, the

vast majority of colonists wanted
accommodation with Great Britain and
expected that this would be the likely outcome
of our conflict. Independence was spoken of
quietly and only amongst the more militant
— referred to as “the violent people” by the
Quakers in Philadelphia. Only a minority
favored independence and most of the
delegates to the Continental Congress were
under explicit orders to not vote for
independence. Thomas Paine embraced the
calls for independence and showed the folly
of reconciliation. The people agreed with him
and the Continental Congress followed.

In 1815 John Adams wrote to Thomas
Jefferson that the Revolution was not
initiated by the political leaders in the
Congress or by patriots on the battlefield, but
rather “in the minds of the people.” Common
Sense swayed the minds of the people and
ultimately we began the world over again.
Scott Liell’s “46 Pages,” a must-read for those
who want to understand the coalescing of
colonial opinion around independence and
liberty, tells us how Paine did it.

“46 Pages: Thomas Paine, Common Sense,
and the Turning Point to Independence,” by
Scott Liell, is published by Running Press,
Ó 2003 by Scott Liell.
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ANDOVER — For many people, this
time of year is the season for giving.

However, for Greater Lawrence
Technical School Cosmetology
Department head Suzanne Anganes and
her students, the entire year is a time
for giving. Ms. Anganes is a volunteer
in the American Cancer Society’s Look
Good … Feel Better Program, which
provides wigs and cosmetology advice
to women undergoing cancer treatment.

Side effects related to such treatment
include hair loss and complexion
changes, and these can often be
emotionally and psychologically
traumatizing for patients. The Look
Good…Feel Better Program aims to
mitigate those effects.

Only licensed cosmetologists may
participate in the program, and they
must first be certified by ACS.

“A year ago, I saw an ad for an ACS
seminar where you could get certified
to help cancer patients feel a bit better,
give them more self esteem, and help
them through a down period in their

Greater Lawrence Tech Helps Cancer
Patients to ‘Look Good … Feel Better’

life,” Ms. Anganes said. “I thought, if I
can give back through my profession, I
will.”

Since then, Ms. Anganes has fitted over
20 cancer patients with wigs, often with
the assistance of one of her students.

“I give every student a turn in assisting
me,” Ms. Anganes said. “It’s mostly
seniors who have participated in the
program,” she continued, noting that
GLTS seniors typically graduate as
licensed cosmetologists.

“I’ll spend from a half an hour to 45
minutes with a client,” she said. “I help
them decide which type of wig they
would like. I then fit one to them, and
show them how to care for it.”

As an American Cancer Society (ACS)
Wig Bank, Greater Lawrence’s salon has
over 300 wigs available to clients. The
wigs come in many different lengths,
colors, and styles.

“We have wigs for ethnic hair, and all
types of hair,” Ms. Anganes said. “If we
don’t have a particular wig here, I can

call the American Cancer Society and find
one.

 “I see a dramatic change in clients
after they consult with me, and I fit them
with a wig,” Ms. Anganes said.
“Sometimes, they come in and their self
esteem is low. We talk a little bit about
their appearance, and by the time I’m
putting a wig on them, they’re saying,
‘This really looks great.’

“It gives them a feeling of self worth,”
she said. “They realize they can still stand
and hold their head high, and go out and
feel good about themselves.”

 “It was my intent from the beginning
to get students involved,” she said. “I told
them about the program, and they were
very excited. Most of the students have
someone in their family, past or present,
who has had or is undergoing
chemotherapy. They wanted to help.”

Senior Jesenia Gonzalez is one student
who has assisted Ms. Anganes this year.

“The program is very good, because
we get to help people feel better,” Jesenia

Graham Entwistle

To learn more about the Look
Good…Feel Better program,

call the American Cancer
Society at 1-800-ACS-2345.

Information is also available
on the Internet at
www.cancer.org.


