
Lawrence Police Officer
Kevin Callahan, who died
last month, was honored
for his bravery and his
contributions to the
community during Law-
rence's Inauguration
ceremony, which was
dedicated in his memory.
At previous inaugurations
Callahan sang the
national anthem .

Lawrence Police Officer
Kevin Callahan, who died
last month, was honored
for his bravery and his
contributions to the
community during Law-
rence's Inauguration
ceremony, which was
dedicated in his memory.
At previous inaugurations
Callahan sang the
national anthem .

153 Police Officers Killed
in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005
153 Police Officers Killed

in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005in the Line of Duty in 2005
Improvements in body armor, better

training and less-lethal weapons cited as
reasons for multi-year decline

N. Papanicolaou over sixty years ago to find
cervical cancer.  This is great news!

Socioeconomic factors and ethnicity
continue to play a role in the incidence and
mortality rates of cervical cancer.  Research
shows that individuals from underserved
populations are more likely than the overall
U.S. population to be diagnosed with, and
die from, preventable cancers or cancers
that are curable, be diagnosed with late-
stage disease for cancers that are detectable
at an early state through screening, receive
either no treatment or inadequate
treatments that do not meet the standards
of care, and suffer from terminal cancers in
the absence of ade-quate pain control and
other palliative care.
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interviews State

 Rep. Barry Finegold

YWCA of Gr. Lawrence Raises

Awareness for Cervical Cancer

Vilma Lora
January is Cervical Health Awareness

Month, with the goal of educating and
empowering women across America to visit
their clinician for an annual Pap test and
pelvic exam. Vigilance on the part of women
about early detection through cervical
cancer screening is crucial because cervical
cancer, caught early, is nearly 100 percent
curable.

The American Cancer Society (ACS)
estimates that approximately 10,370 new
cases of invasive cervical cancer will be
reported in 2005, and 3,710 will die from this
disease.  On the positive side, research
indicates that the number of deaths from
cervical cancer has decreased significantly
since 1955 and mortality rates have dropped
50% to 70%, due to the increased use of
Pap tests—a test developed by Dr. George
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WASHINGTON D.C. - A report released
last week revealed that 153 law
enforcement officers across the nation
died in the line of duty during 2005,
marking a continued downward trend in
the number of officers killed over the
past 30 years.

California, which lost 17 officers over
the past year, had the nation’s most line-
of-duty fatalities, followed by Texas, with
14, and Georgia, with 10.

These preliminary figures for the year
were released jointly by the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund
(NLEOMF) and the Concerns of Police
Survivors (COPS), two nonprofit
organizations that track officer deaths.

The top two causes of death in 2005
were shootings (60) and traffic related
incidents (62), which included 41 officers
who were killed in automobile accidents,
15 who were struck by vehicles and six
who died in motorcycle accidents.

Also during 2005, 21 officers died from
job-related illnesses; three fell to their
deaths; two drowned; two died in
aircraft accidents; one died in a bomb-
related incident; one was stabbed to
death; and one was hit by a train.

Continued on Page 22

Continued on Page 22

Kevin Callahan (1968-2005) sings the
national anthem during Mike Sullivan's
first Mayoral Inauguration in 2001.

In Memory of Kevin Callahan: See Story Page 13

NORTH ANDOVER - Lawrence native
Bill Callahan served his country in two
wars, World War II and the Korean War.
After completing his military service, he
has also spent decades volunteering in the
community and working to help others.

When Bill Callahan graduated from
Lawrence High School in 1945, the 17-
year-old knew that he needed to learn a
trade to get a job.

America was in the heat of World War II
and, coming from a military family (his dad
was a Navy man), Bill decided to enlist in
the Navy and learn electronics. His father
even took him to the recruiter to sign him
up.

Bill quite vividly remembers his first day
of boot camp. He went by train from Boston
to a Navy facility at Sampson, New York.”It
was April 12, 1945, the day President
Roosevelt died,” Callahan recalled.

“We threw together our uniforms and
stood in the rain in commemoration of
Roosevelt’s dying day,” Callahan added.

While at boot camp, Callahan says he
always had trouble learning how to march.
“I have short legs and could never keep in
step,” he recalls. Every time the drill
instructor caught him out-of-step, he had
to “watch a ‘foolish’ clothesline” from
midnight to 4 a.m. the following night. This,
unfortunately, happened more often than
Callahan would have liked.

Boot camp lasted 10 weeks and Bill was
then assigned to a small aircraft carrier, the
USS Puget Sound. The ship carried 800 men
and 30 planes. The Puget Sound was
stationed in the South Pacific during the war.

 Bill Callahan enlisted as a seaman, which
involved scraping paint, followed by PAYING ATTENTION!
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An Open Letter to Mayor Sullivan
on Appointing School Committees

Peter Larocque

As we
b e g i n
discussions
on the
subject of
how we as a
city select it’s
S c h o o l
Committee,
here are some

thoughts that I have concerning this topic.

First, on the subject of an appointed
School Committee, that’s all well and good,
only if we can come up with a failsafe way
of appointing, otherwise, politics will once
again rule the day and make for a weak
Committee just as electing a School
Committee by districts has proven to be.
Electing by districts has resulted in what
we have now, four out of the six members
elected without opposition.

In a perfect world an appointed Committee
would work, but since we all know it isn’t,
the power struggle between the mayor/
superintendent and the members of the
School Committee would continue to be the
focus of attention rather than the job that
the School Committee was sworn to do!
Which is to oversee the education of our
children in Lawrence.

Now, having said all this, the following is
my recommendation for electing future
School Committee members for the city of
Lawrence.

We have a wonderful opportunity here
and we can’t afford to mess this up! We
must take our time and do this right!
Changing our city charter is serious
business and the language we choose must
be thorough without omissions. For example,
on the city side of government, the charter

states that the establishment of standing
(sub) committees to help handle the issues
that are brought to the City Council must
take place. We must go to that same type of
system on the school side of government.
Plus, there should be an addition of two more
members to the School Committee, making
a total number of eight members.

Six members were good for the ‘70s and
‘80s and early ‘90s. But in the last 10 years,
the budget and student enrollment have
almost doubled, so the addition of two more
members would help with the oversight
tremendously!

So, for the election in 2008, we would
have all eight School Committee members
run at-large citywide, making the top eight
vote getters winners for the School
Committee seats. This gives us an elected
School Committee by the entire city of
voters. Since our schools and children are
not divided up by district, neither should
be the School Committee.

Also, the terms should be for at least three
maybe four years to allow for consistency,
which our children deserve!

The language for the city charter would
be as follows:

The Lawrence School Committee shall
consist of eight members who are registered
voters, elected at-large or citywide and their
term shall consist of no less than 3 years,
beginning January 1st, immediately
following the elections in November.

The Lawrence School Committee shall
establish at least four, but not limited to four,

You don’t have to look any further than the 24-hour cable news

channels or the pages of once-respected newspapers in the United

States to find Usama bin Laden’s greatest ally in his quest to destroy

America.

American journalists are so obsessed with reporting bad news

about Iraq and  “revealing” domestic stories that might reflect badly

on the Bush administration, that they are tragically putting America’s

national security at risk.

Last month, The New York Times announced military secrets to

the terrorists when it revealed that President Bush had authorized

the wire tapping of phone conversations and emails between

suspected Al Qaeda terrorists and collaborators in the U.S.

Within seconds of revealing our national security secrets, the press

went into overdrive condemning the wire taps as if President Bush

and the United States government are more of a threat to civil

liberties than the Arab Nazis who plot the destruction of our nation

and the annihilation of the Jews.

Acting as though they were the propaganda arm of Al Qaeda,

The New York Times (forever known on these pages as “The Al

Qaeda Times”) opposed a plan by the New York City Police to

infiltrate so called “peace” activists where terrorist collaborators in

this country find safe haven for their anti-American hate speech

and seditious activities.

But The Al Qaeda Times didn’t just oppose the NYPD’s law

enforcement activities. They recklessly put police officers’ lives at

risk by publishing the names and pictures of undercover police

officers tasked with keeping us safe from terrorists here at home.

We are amazed that so many in our media are so willing to help

our enemies. We have to wonder why they gleefully expose our

military strategies, why they are against listening to terrorists’ phone

conversations, and why they oppose every effort to defeat terrorists
bent on killing us at any opportunity.

One thing is for sure, the terrorists do not need Al Jazeera to
disseminate propaganda against the United States or to weaken
our resolve in the war against worldwide terrorism.

Our enemies get all the help they need from enthusiastic
collaborators at The Al Qaeda Times, MSNBC, CNN, ABC, CBS, The

Boston Globe, The L.A. Times and the rest of the seditious press.

Finally, in case civil libertarians are concerned that we might

advocate restricting First Amendment rights in the face of these

attacks on America by the media, they can rest assured that our
support of the First Amendment is strengthened every time we see
these attacks.

If the media outlets that fawn over terrorists were prohibited from
publishing their seditious views … we might not know whose side

they are really on in this struggle against the evils of terrorism …

and that would be even more dangerous.

Continued on Page 8
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Our Voice is Your Voice
OPINIONS

Thinking Outside
the Box!
Dr. Charles Ormsby

Education Stamps

The bill to grant lower In-State Tuition
rates to illegal alien students is still marking
time on Beacon Hill. It has been on the
House Calendar for six months, and there it
remains because there are not enough votes
to override a promised veto by Governor
Romney.

Well-funded advocates and lobbyists are
spinning their stories of hardship,
sympathy, and justice in an attempt to get
the necessary votes,
to no avail.

They distort the
argument by using
deceptive terms such
as “undocumented
immigrants,” try to
pass over their illegal
acts by saying they
are without “proper
papers;” and justify
their demands
because illegal aliens “pay taxes” Of course
they do.

The truth is catching up with them as talk
radio and grassroots immigration reform
groups are getting heard and are challenging
the Snake Oil Salesmen, advocates and
lobbyists like MIRA, ACORN, the Irish
Immigration Center, the Brazilian
Immigration Center, HOPE, and the lobbyist
Charles Glick.

Their nearly two-decades-long spin
machine is starting to break down.

The Department of Homeland Security
(DHS) properly classifies these
“undocumented immigrants” as “illegal
aliens.” The sixty percent who cross our
borders are criminals; the forty percent who
overstay their visas can be deported and
are barred from reentry for three to ten years,
depending on how long they have
overstayed their visas. This is not trivial
stuff, nothing as simple as not having the
“proper papers.”

But they “pay taxes,” don’t they? Yes,
they pay the taxes they cannot avoid, like
sales taxes. Remember, illegal aliens cannot
get valid Social Security numbers, so how
do they pay income taxes? Many are paid
“under the table,” so they are tax cheats; or,
if you prefer, tax evaders, making them
felons. Just ask former Speaker of the House
Charles Flaherty and current State Senator
Dianne Wilkerson about tax evasion.

Those who are required to produce a
Social Security number to get a job do so
with a fraudulent Social Security number,
another violation of the law. The
Massachusetts Department of Revenue is
shortchanged tens of millions of dollars a
year by these tax scofflaws. This means all
the loyal taxpaying residents of the
Commonwealth are paying for these cheats.

This does not prevent the advocates and
their lobbyist-trained “students” from trying
to spin away these realities.

They have been trotting out two
“students” who claim they have valid Social
Security numbers and legal status. It turns
out that they are claiming to be legal simply
because they have “applied” for change of

status. If they in fact have valid Social
Security numbers, it would be because they
are in a narrow range of illegal aliens, like
those under TPS (Temporary Protected
Status) countries, who are allowed to work
while in the United States.

Some pay taxes by using the Individual
Taxpayer Identification Number (ITIN), a
procedure employed by the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS) to capture taxes not

being paid by those
who do not have valid
Social Security
numbers. You have to
ask yourself, though,
why serial lawbreakers
would now be
concerned about
paying taxes.

The Snake Oil
Salesmen have falsely
claimed that the ITIN

gives illegal aliens authorization to work; it
does not. The Internal Revenue Service (IRS)
on its website has an emphatic answer to
that question: “Are ITINs valid for work
purposes? No. ITINs are for federal income
tax purposes only.”

The most troubling aspect of this push to
give de facto acceptance to illegal aliens is
the destructive effect it is having on our
society and culture.

If the high illegal alien urban areas such
as Framingham, Somerville, and Lawrence
gain ascendancy, then the whole
Commonwealth will be affected by these
alien attitudes and they will continue to eat
away at the proud heritage of this country,
and its respect for the rule of law and the
U.S. Constitution that have made this such
a successful democracy. We will be on a one
way trip to third-world status.

The illegal alien populations in these cities
are serial lawbreakers – border violators, visa
overstayers, drivers without licenses, tax
cheats – who probably feel that they are
being deprived of their rights when they are
denied scholarships and tuition breaks. This
is not what founded and sustained our
nation and enabled us to achieve what we
have.

Fortunately, time may be running out on
the purveyors of distortion and
misinformation as the federal government
is being forced to do something about our
porous borders and the lax enforcement of
immigration laws. The U.S. House of
Representative recently passed the “Border
Protection, Antiterrorism, and Illegal
Immigration Control Act of 2005,” a strict
measure that emphasizes border control and
internal enforcement. There will be a battle
with the U.S. Senate and with President
Bush, who wants a temporary guest worker/
amnesty plan, but it will at least assure that
the issue will be in the news and, the more
the taxpayers, voters, and citizens of the
Commonwealth are made aware of the issue,
the more likely it is that the Snake Oil
Salesmen will be unable to sell their tainted
nostrums.

Bob Casimiro can be reached at
arcasimiro@msn.com

Snake Oil Salesmen
Defend Illegal Aliens

A. Robert Casimiro

Remember, illegal aliens
cannot get valid Social
Security numbers, so how
do they pay income taxes?
Many are paid “under the
table,” so they are tax
cheats; or, if you prefer, tax
evaders, making them
felons.

The Law Offices of
Frederick

"Ted" Fairburn

Specializing in Workers’ Compensation, Serious
Personal Injuries, Divorce, and Criminal Matters.

Anne L. Randazzo, Esq.
Specializing in General Practice

Wendy Micale, Esq.
Specializing in Social Security Disability

 and Serious Personal Injuries

184 Pleasant Valley Street
Methuen, MA
978 682-9707

have moved to

W
E'V

E

M
O
VED!

Which is more critical to life: air, water,
food, shelter, or education? Each, of course,
is critical to our survival, but some are more
urgent than others.

Without air, we would die within minutes.
Without water, we would die within several
days. Without food, we would die within
several weeks. Without shelter, we would
certainly perish shortly after winter set in.
Without education … well it is not as clear,
especially if education is defined as
knowledge or skills extending beyond the
basic survival mechanisms. Let’s just say
that, without the three R’s, we probably
would not have as high a standard of living
and probably might not live quite as long.

Education, while
critically important
to our well being, is
certainly less critical
than air, water, food,
or shelter.

As a nation we
have come to
embrace, wrongfully
I believe, the notion
that government
should guarantee
the basic necessities of life. Given their
importance, it is worthwhile to stand back
and compare how these necessities are
provided and how government ensures their
availability, if at all.

Air – urgency period: minutes – is pretty
plentiful and, as long as it is not polluted,
there seems to be adequate supply. Social
policy is largely restricted to ensuring that
certain groups of individuals do not unload
their problems (waste gasses or particulates)
on the rest of us to avoid the costs of dealing
with these burdens themselves. Properly
done, these policies are fully justified.

Water – urgency period: days – is also
pretty plentiful, but its collection and
distribution present some unique problems.
Watershed areas, reservoirs, aqueducts,
and distribution systems in public roadways
make privatization more difficult and thus,

in most cases, local government takes
responsibility for the availability of water.

So what happens if someone can’t afford
to pay his or her water bill? If the consumer
is a homeowner, a lien is placed on his home.
Ultimately, the homeowner will pay. While it
seems unlikely that someone would actually
expire due to his inability to pay for water,
there is no societal guarantee.

As we move down the list we come to
food – urgency period: weeks. In this case,
we have left the creation, processing, and
distribution of food to the private sector.

So, what do we do when a person or a
family is too poor to afford food? We have

various support
programs, but the
most visible is the
Food Stamp
program. If you are
poor, you get a
book of stamps
which can be
redeemed at your
local grocery store
for food. The food
is still grown,
processed and

distributed by a largely competitive, free
market. If you are above the income
requirement for Food Stamps, you need to
finance your own food purchases from
grocers, all with little or no help from the
government (unless you consider the food
pyramid a big help).

Since food is so vital to life, what would
you say if I suggested that each town open
a grocery store with free food? It seems to
make sense. Why should life-sustaining
food be provided only at the mercy of profit-
hungry businessmen? Why leave either the
availability or the selection of food to private
choice?

Let’s use my favorite local town as an
example. Initially, in North Andover, we could
use the vacant Bradstreet School building

Continued on Page 25

We will call the new program
“Education Stamps” after the
“Food Stamp” program.
Certainly, if it is good enough
for life-sustaining food, the lack
of which will surely kill you in a
matter of just a few weeks, it
should also be good enough
for education!
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Haverhill Mayor Jim Fiorentini hard at work in his office

Haverhill

With 2005 rapidly coming to a close, I
wanted to reflect with you some of our
accomplishments this past year.

Moody’s and Standard and Poor’s both
raised our bond ratings to the highest levels
in several years. I am proud of this
tremendous vote of confidence by our bond
rating agencies. This means real savings for
our taxpayers. Last month, we refinanced
millions of dollars of our outstanding debt,
saving around $300,000 for our taxpayers.

This year we began the process of fixing
some of our school buildings that had been
neglected for decades. The boiler at the
Crowell School was replaced, the roof at the
Tilton School was fixed, and the council
authorized a bond to replace the roof at the
John Greenleaf Whittier School.

Our most important progress in school
buildings was at the high school, which,
only two years ago, was on the verge of
losing its accreditation. With the help of a
great high school building committee, we
moved forward on our plans to rehabilitate
the school. Our science labs are being
repaired, and next spring, our children will
have fully functional science labs for the
first time in forty (40) years. Windows and
doors are being replaced, the air
conditioning and ventilation system are
being repaired, and, generally, the entire
building is being rehabbed. Our top goal is
to make certain that our children continue
to go to school in a fully accredited, state of
the art, high school.

Haverhill Moving Forward
This year marked the return of our Code

Enforcement teams—a group of health
inspectors, building inspectors, and
community police officers who work
together. The code team has been very
effective in getting buildings and portions
of neighborhoods cleaned up.

Health care reform was a top priority for
me when I took office two years ago.
Working together with our unions and with
our insurance advisory committee, we were
able to achieve the lowest increase in the
entire state in health care costs.

The savings in our health care system,
together with the assistance of our
legislative delegation, helped us to balance
our budget for two years in a row with a
single layoff and without an override or debt
exclusion.

In the public safety sector, 2005 also
marked some successes. Our Bradford Fire
Station, partially closed only a year ago,
remained open full time. We were able to
obtain grant money to purchase two new
fire trucks, and, for the first time in years,
there will be fire trucks in the Ayers Village
and Rocks Village fire stations.

In the area of police protection, we added
additional patrols to hot-spot high crime
areas, and for the first time, joined a Gang
Task Force to put additional resources to
bear on gang violence. As of October, violent

Haverhill Mayor

James Fiorentini

From the Desk of

Two years ago, our fire stations were
closed, our bond rating was one step above
junk bond status, and there were serious
questions about whether we could afford
to fix our high school. Two years ago, many
people felt our city stood on the edge of
despair.

Today, Moody's, and Standard and
Poore’s have raised our bond rating. Our
fire stations are re-opened and our public
library remains open. A complete renovation
of our high school is underway. This
semester, students at the high school will
have fully functional state-of-the-art science
labs for the first time in forty years.

This year, we began the process of fixing
some of our school buildings that had been
neglected for decades. The boiler at the
Crowell School was replaced, the roof at the
Tilton School was fixed, and the council
authorized a bond to replace the roof at the
Whittier School.

This year marked the return of our Code
Enforcement teams—a group of health
inspectors, building inspectors, and

c o m m u n i t y
police officers
who work
together. The
code team
has been ef-
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getting
bui ld-
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up.
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u n i o n s
and with
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committee,
we were able
to achieve the
l o w e s t
increase in the

entire State in health care costs. The savings
in our health care system, together with the
assistance of our great legislative
delegation, helped us to balance our budget
for two years in a row without a single layoff
and without an override or debt exclusion.

In the fire safety sector, our Bradford Fire
station, partially closed only a year ago,
remained open full time. We were able to
obtain grant money to purchase two new
fire trucks, and, for the first time in years,
there will be fire trucks in the Ayers Village
and Rocks Village fire stations.

We added additional patrols to hot spot
high crime areas, and for the first time, joined
a Gang Task force to put additional resources
to bear on gang violence.

Perhaps our greatest success came in the
area of economic development. Our plans
for a 21st retail zone in Haverhill are moving
forward. Working together with the City
Council, we rezoned a portion of Haverhill

Mayor Fiorentini's

2005 Year-End Report
near the highway, and The Lowe’s Home
Improvement project has received
preliminary approval to move ahead. The
plans we made last year to rezone the
downtown have resulted in the first ever
artist’s lofts in our downtown area. With the
help of Congressman Martin Meehan, we
obtained the largest public works grant ever
awarded to the city of Haverhill to build a
new parking facility downtown.

In the new year, 2006, we will continue to
face serious challenges. We continue to face
a structural deficit brought on by the Hale
debt and by rising health care costs.

Working together as a team with our new
City Council, the school committee and our
legislative delegation, we are determined to
continue to move Haverhill forward.

Haverhill's Future:

The Downtown

 Renaissance Initiatives

Over the past two years, we introduced a
number of initiatives to revitalize our
downtown. We established our clean sweep
campaign, rezoned downtown to allow for
residential uses, obtained a brownfield’s
grant, proposed a downtown overlay
district, and took numerous other actions
to reuse downtown and the old shoe factory
areas as mixed-use housing.

Now it’s time to bring it all together in one
plan for a new Haverhill. Over the next few
weeks, I will introduce a series of Downtown
Urban Renaissance Initiatives. We will start
with a plan to designate portions of
downtown as an Urban Renaissance Zone.
Our plan will remove regulatory barriers,
allowing mixed-use housing as a matter of
right, speed up the process of permitting,
encourage the use of public transportation,
and other plans to bring life to our
downtown area. Our overall plan is to funnel
growth to areas that are already developed
and preserve the open space in our city.

Our renaissance initiatives will include
going forward with our brownfield’s plans,
and with a new concept: the reuse of gray
fields. Gray fields are shopping centers that
are unused or underutilized. Next year, I will
propose plans for 21st century shopping
centers that allow for mixed-use, new
urbanism developments.

New urbanism was made famous by the
Seaside Development in Florida. You can
read about New Urbanism at http://
www.theseasideinstitute.org/.

City Wins Critical

Arbitration Case

Against Police Union

For the past two years, the city has been
engaged in a protracted battle with the Police
Patrolmen’s Union about what is called
“must fill.” Must fill means that if a police
officer is out, for any reason, the city must
fill the position, even if the police chief
believes the position is not needed and even
if the city does not have the money. These
provisions cost us hundreds of thousands
of dollars a year in overtime.

I refused to fund the must fill provisions
of the contract, stating that it infringed upon
our rights to manage the city. The union
took the matter to arbitration. Now, an
independent arbitrator has ruled in the city’s
favor. My congratulations to city solicitor

Bill Cox and to our labor Attorney David
Grunebaum, for a job well done.

I am hopeful that this case means that we
can, once and for all, settle our differences
with the union and move forward.

Economic Renaissance
Conference to be

Held in Spring

With the assistance of the Merrimack
Valley Economic Development Conference
and the Greater Haverhill Chamber of
Commerce, we will hold an economic
development conference this spring, at a
date and time to be announced.

Our conference is designed to bring
together three groups: owners of old factory
buildings that would like to redevelop their
buildings, investors, and state officials to
tell us what tools are available to assist.

Short Subjects

Haverhill Public Library Offers Free WiFi
Access

Effective immediately the Haverhill Public
library will offer free WiFi access to library

patrons. Free Wifi access means that patrons
with a laptop computer that has a wireless
card can go to the library with the laptop
and access the internet at any time.

Crack Down On

Noise And Trash

Over the past few months, the city has
purchased a noise meter, which will be used
by the police department. We have also
adopted a new civil infractions ordinance,
so that infractions can be handled civilly
rather than tie up our personnel in criminal
court. This enables police officers and health
inspectors to issue ticket violations for noise
and trash complaints.

Last month, I asked the City Council to
adopt a new noise ordinance, which will
make enforcement easier.

Citizen Feedback Area

Please take a moment to fill out the form
below and tell us what we can do to improve
service:

Continued on Page 24

Continued on Next Page
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being a disease. There were
nymphomaniacs in the old days, but there
aren’t any now- which gives rise to the
question: Where have all the
nymphomaniacs gone? Adolescent boys
and young men were steeped in the
mythology of nymphomania, its oral
tradition transmitted along the cultural
mediums of locker rooms and men’s taverns.
Nobody ever thought to question why there
weren’t any male nymphomaniacs. Sex was
dirty then, and so was the idea of women’s
sexuality.  So much for the “good old days.”

In yesteryear, the men’s bars were
verboten for respectable women. In fact
women were not even allowed in many of
Lawrence’s bars-nightclubs not-
withstanding- except in special rooms out
back with a designated “ladies entrance.”
The old-timers believed that women in a
men’s bar were trouble, and women’s place
was at home. But how things have changed.
A friend told me a story: he was traveling
through Northhampton, Massachusetts
and decided to stop into a downtown bar
for a beer. But it turned out to be a lesbian
bar and they refused him service-because
he was a man. The games continue. After
forty years of liberation movements, are we
merely playing musical chairs between
oppressor and oppressed? Plus ca change,
plus c’est la meme chose…

Remember during the 1970’s when the
tobacco industry tried to market cigars for
women? Fortunately, the fashion didn’t
catch on. A woman smoking a cigar is birth
control. And nurturance and procreation are
at the root of the female psyche. The reasons
a woman would want a stogie or a tattoo are
lost on me, although I acknowledge their
right to these things if they desire them.
Men of yesteryear used to ask, “Why can’t
a woman be more like a man?” Now they
are, which goes to show; be careful for what
you wish for, you just might get it.

This New Year, I would like to remind
young readers of these words from the
Roman statesman, Cicero. “To be ignorant
of what occurred before you were born is to
remain always a child.” And to not-so-
young readers, I offer the following thought:
that these are the good old days, and that
the best day is today.

Haverhill

HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!

Limbsville
Predictions for 2006

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former mayor of
Haverhill. Email your comments or
questions to Jim Rurak at
JARandKAS@comcast.net

Random Thoughts

There are few things as boring as listening
to old folks talk about the good old days. I
don’t indulge the habit of looking back to
better times, in part because my life is
happier now than when I was a young man.
I have a beautiful, intelligent wife who is
also my best friend, healthy well-adjusted
kids, a job I enjoy. I have it all, I guess. But
good things came slowly. For me, and I
suspect for a great many people, life indeed
begins at forty. My parents, for instance,
have always insisted that their best years
were after sixty.

But it’s New Year’s again, and a proper
time for looking back. In doing so, I would
like to examine three distinct cultural
phenomena: the art of the tattoo, the
“disease” of nymphomania, and Lawrence’s
old men’s taverns. This column will analyze
these phenomena and trace their cultural
evolution from yesteryear to the present.

 First, tattoos. Today’s youth tend to see
the practice of tattooing as a norm-defying
aesthetic of personal expression, or a bold
statement of modern industrial primitivism.
But tattoos and practices like scarification
and piercing go back thousands of years.
Joseph Campbell, in his studies of religious
mythology, found that tattooing was a
symbol of initiation for tribal men, and was
almost always accompanied by excruciating
pain or death-defying ordeals.

 In the streets of Lawrence where I grew
up, a cityscape of old movie theaters, brick
taverns and pool halls, tattoos were a
symbol of the underworld, or evidence of a
rough life spent in the mills or on the other
side of the tracks. Nowadays, while the
accompanying initiation rituals are obsolete,
something residual and subconscious
remains. Today young men may fancy that
a tattoo gives them an aura of understated
violence, rugged individualism, or an air of
worldliness, and hence makes them more
attractive to women or perhaps a bit feared
by other men.

As to the women of yesteryear, nothing
spelled “woman in service” like a woman
with a tattoo. In fact tattoos were considered
too vulgar even for most prostitutes.
Nowadays, of course, tattoos and piercings
have seen a measure of social respectability
even among librarians, accountants and
elementary school teachers, which goes to
show there is nothing inherently wrong or
immoral about tattoos, but rather it is the
social context we put them in.

Remember nymphomania? Like
homosexuality before 1973, nymphomania
was one of those “diseases” that ceased

Here are some of my
predications for 2006, hence the
title.

The Democrats will regain
control of the House of
Representatives.

This is the elected body most
sensitive to negative opinion
concerning scandal, and there has been just
too much of it among Republican leaders.

Once the Democrats gain control, they will
bring Articles of Impeachment against
President Bush (for once, I agree with
William Rusher). But since the Republicans
will lose only two seats in the Senate, they
will still have a 53 to 47 majority and the trial
will acquit Bush.

It probably should, anyways. Bush will
land on his feet concerning Iraq, but it will
be a little too late to keep the House from
going Democratic. For the 2008 presidential
sweepstakes, Gov. Mark Warner will emerge
as the Democratic front-runner. The
Republicans won’t have one.

Ted Kennedy will hand over his Senate
run and so his Senate seat to Joe Kennedy.

Riley will win the Democratic primary by
only four points over Patrick. Kerry Healey
will be the next governor.

All local legislators could win re-election,
though a couple of races may be too close
to call.

Brian Dempsey will
succeed in securing some 2.8
million dollars in hospital-
related aid for Haverhill. The
city will end the fiscal year
with over a three million dollar
surplus, and there’ll be a fight
over what to do with it.

Now for the important predictions. It’s a
shame, but it’s going to be the year of the
Yanks. The Red Sox front office blew it. The
Patriots will win their third straight
Superbowl and go down as one of history’s
greatest sports teams for both talent and
heart. I’ll keep praying for the Celts and
Bruins.

The Boston Symphony will emerge as one
of the world’s three greatest (bravo Levine!).

There will be a blizzard on February 19th,
but a former mayor of Haverhill who won
the Great Rotary Fishing Derby at Lake
Winnipesaukee just one week earlier, will
loan (not donate) one of his prizes (a four
stroke ATV) to the highway department and
the superintendent will give the mayor a
ride.

Life would be a better place if there were a
greater shortage of fishing poles. Happy
New Year!

Topic 1—Communication

Parking rules require that citizens park on
the even side of the street during even
months and odd side during odd months.
There are different rules during snow
emergencies.

Do you feel that the city did a good job
notifying the citizens about the rules?
( ) yes ( ) no

Were the notices on the web site adequate
and informative? ( ) yes ( ) no

Have you ever used the customer
feedback request forms on the city web site?

( ) yes ( ) no

If yes, how quickly did the highway
department respond to your complaint or
request?

What can we do to improve
communication about the parking
requirements?

Topic 2—Snow plowing

How do you feel that the city did so far
this winter in plowing?

( ) excellent ( ) as good as can be expected
given the weather ( ) not so good ( ) poor

How would you rate our streets compared
to the streets in other cities? ( ) we are
noticeably better ( ) about the same ( ) we
are noticeably worse

Last month’s feedback:

Last month I asked for your top budget
priorities if we had extra money. People were
divided between adding additional police

and adding additional teachers. One person
felt we should pay down the debt, and one
felt we should buy land for open space—all
good ideas. However, it is all contingent
upon our receiving more state aid.

Trivia

Last month’s trivia question was “Where
was Haverhill High School graduation held
before it was at Haverhill stadium?”

Among those who knew that it was at the
Paramount Theater on Main Street were Ed
Gorski, Walter Ziminski, Richard Tracy,
Jason Montebianchi, George Medelinskas,
and John Ryan.

This month’s trivia question:

“Riverdale” featured in the Archie comic
strip is based upon Haverhill. Who was the
principal, Mr. Weatherbee, in the Archie
comics modeled after?

I would like to find some volunteers to do
an Archie festival in Haverhill. If anyone
would like to volunteer to put it together,
please contact me.

***

If you have friends that would like to
receive this newsletter, tell them to email me
at jimfior02@aol.com and I will add them to
the list.

Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of
Haverhill and was just elected to his
second term. Mayor Fiorentini is a
Democrat. No public money was used
to produce or distribute his newsletter.
You can E-mail Mayor Fiorentini at:
jimfior02@aol.com

Fiorentini Newsletter
 Continued From Previous Page

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College
in Haverhill and is the past vice-
president of the faculty union. You
can email him at
markpalermo@lycos.com.

Albert Henderson

Consultant

18 Stover Lane
Haverhill, MA 01832

Magi Consulting

ahenderson@magi-consulting.com
www.magi-consulting.com

Phone: 978-521-6757
Cell: 978-265-1000

Computer/Laptop Repairs

Support the Troops
Support the Mission

Victory in Iraq Makes America Safer
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Regina Faticante is a member of the
Lowell School Committee and is the

host of the “Afternoon Live” Radio

Program on WCAP/980AM in Lowell,
Monday through Friday, from 3-6pm

It’s the New Year and we
are all filled with such
promise.  The city of
Lowell has just come out
of another election with
most of us unscathed.
Ahhh, the elections of
times gone past.

I was again reminded of
the elections of times
gone past those last few
weeks on my own

campaign trail.  I saw some old familiar faces that made me
remember the rough and tumble game of city politics, and I
met new people who didn’t believe a word of it.  I was
lucky; I entered public life at a time when politics started
around the kitchen table and spread out to the street.  When
candidates’ nights were an opportunity to hear your local
politicians and voters wouldn’t think of missing the
opportunity.

The good old days - before meetings were shown on TV
and people actually had to come out and watch in the galley
to see who got the new principal’s job or appointment to a
city board.

Today’s elections still have some of the old drama.  Who
put the new candidate up to run? Who’s funding so and
so’s campaign? Where did the 22 year-old come from?   But
today’s election is also missing something of years gone
by, the voter.

Where did you go?  How did you get so jaded and where
is your sense of community responsibility?  Lowell has
about 47,000 registered voters and only 12,000 went to the
polls last election day.  Now, I will say that bodes well for
incumbents, so I don’t want to bite the hand that elects me.
But I have to ask, “Where are the voters?”

  When I think that there are people across the world
who literally risk dying in order to vote, I wonder; why is
there voter apathy?   There are some who would never miss
an election, but most of those people are in an older age
bracket.  When they are gone, who will go to the polls?

There has to be a reason.  Is it because people just don’t
like politicians?  People, let me tell you that politician isn’t
a dirty word, and being a politician is not a bad thing.
When I think of the term politician, I think of a person who
wants to do good for his community, someone who makes
sure the stop sign is where it’s supposed to be. Someone
who makes sure there are books in your daughter’s class
and, even when it’s a tough vote, never shirks from the
responsibility.

 Our city unions sponsored a debate right before the
November election and I took the opportunity to look
around the room at the men and women who had the courage
to put their names on the ballot.

It isn’t easy.  People who run for public office have to
take time away from family, work and social life.  And that’s
just while you are in the throes of running for office.  Jim
Leary, a new candidate for the school committee race, and
I were speaking at the debate the other night and he was
lamenting how exhausting it was to run for public office.  I
started to laugh, looked at him and said, “well, you better

800 Turnpike St.  Suite 87
North Andover, MA. 01845
PH (978)  361-6055
Fax: (978) 258-6673

maria_coco@comcast.net

 Se Habla Espanol

MA License MB3657

MARIA COCO

Helping you care for yours, the way

we care for ours...

New England

Psychological Consultants

45 Merrimack St., 5th Fl., Ste. 502

Lowell, MA 01853

Phone: 978-452-7038

Call for Rates

Pediatric, Adult and Geriatric
Neuropsychological and

Psychological Assessment

...WHEN YOU NEED A HELPING HAND

Everybody hurts sometimes ...

Understanding your own, your child's, loved

one's, or elderly's needs can often be confusing.

It's okay to reach out for help. We're here

to help you through these times with

Individual, Family, Group Therapy or

Assessment

Dr. Guzman

brace yourself, running for office is easy. It’s serving that’s
difficult.”  That being said, I want to pay some respect to
my fellow brothers and sisters for whom I have tremendous
admiration.

People like Councilor Rita Mercier, who I met for
breakfast before her first city council run.  We sat in the
back of the Owl Diner and she leaned in close over her
coffee and said, “I’m going to run for City Council next
year. What do you think about that?”

I have to tell you, I was surprised I hadn’t known Rita
before that morning and I wasn’t sure what to say.  If I
told the truth, well, I was afraid to frighten her.  So I think
I said something like, “that’s wonderful, you’ll love it.”  I
walked away hoping she wouldn’t be angry with my little
white lie.

I always love it, but sometimes I don’t like it.  Politics
will always be a tough game to play.  However, the rewards
of doing good for people will always outweigh the tough
stuff.  Councilor Rita Mercier has shown that she is an
excellent sparring partner and she is always looking out
for the people of Lowell.

I also looked at Mike Zaim, a newcomer to the campaign
trail.  He had a couple of bumps early on in the road, but
he showed the people of this great city that he has a lot of
class. He hasn’t shirked away from the issues but tackled
them straight on.  Kevin Broderick, our newest councilor,
was sworn in several months ago when a vacancy opened.
Kevin has taken to the Council with great gusto.  He’s
shown the people of Lowell that he wants to return to
work for them.

Councilors Eileen Donoghue and Bud Caulfield, both
former mayors that I have had the privilege of serving
under, have proven their dedication to the city and showed
to be great supporters of education.  And how could I
forget the new fiscal watchdog Rodney Elliott.  Rodney
handles the government’s money all day (which is actually
the people’s money).  I trust him.

Jim Milinazzo and I share a love of dogs but trust me,
people, Jim is more than that. He has worked tirelessly for
our city for years and has now moved into the political
realm with the same dedicated beliefs.  Bill Martin, a fine
attorney here in the city, could find far more to do every
Tuesday night, but I see him at his seat making tough
decisions.

There is a rumor that Bill has the votes for mayor, but
we’ll see on Inaugural Day if It’s going to be Mayor
Martin.  Currently we are still serving under Mayor Armand
Mercier.

He’s been our go-between to the Council and,
sometimes, the punching bag.  Mayor Mercier handles it
all with tact and aplomb; he’s quite a guy.  The elected
members of the Council could be making legal deals,
playing with kids and grand children, taking vacations
and simply be bystanders — but they’re not.  They are
hard–working, dedicated people I don’t always agree with,
but I do respect.

I happened to be at a breakfast on a beautiful Sunday
morning and got to listen to Democratic political hopefuls

try to reel us in.  I have to tell you that I was impressed and
thankful that there were some people who still believed
that politics and what we do is not about giving a hand
out, but a hand up.  I sat with Curtis Lemay, the state party
chairperson.  This is a man who has never forgotten what
it means to be a true Democrat.  A man who has spent
countless hours working on behalf of others, who is now
spending countless hours working on his own City Council
campaign.  Curtin didn’t make it this time — but run
Seabiscuit, run.

Then there are the people whom I get to sit with the first
and third Wednesday of the month: Jackie Doherty, John
Leahy, Connie Martin, Kevin McHugh, and Joe Mendonca.
I am going to miss Joe; he’s decided to become a candidate
for City Council, working to make that difficult leap across
the aisle.  His advocacy for education on the Council will
be a wonderful addition.  Joe came in tenth.  It was an
amazing showing.

He spent a fraction of the money, but his reputation and
dedication carried him to the tenth place, just a heartbeat
away.  My colleague, Kevin McHugh, is a school
department administrator in Wilmington; they are lucky to
have him. So are the voters of the city of Lowell.  Connie
Martin has spent just about her entire working life
dedicated to running organizations that make a difference
in the lives of people in our community. It makes a lot of
sense that she’d be drawn to the school committee.  My
neighbor to my left on the school committee, John Leahy,
is a business owner, family man and just happens to come
from some darn good political stock.  Public service was
served up at the Leahy dinner table on a nightly basis and
I’m glad John was taking seconds.

I don’t always agree with these people either, but their
dedication is unparalleled.  They are as tired as I am at 2:00
a.m. during a contract negotiation, or exasperated over
the dropout rate, and each is concerned about the safety
of our school children.   They work hard and come to each
meeting prepared and ready to face each challenge.

Both the Council and school committee will be seeing at
least one new member.  The school committee will be
seating Jim Leary and the Council will seat George Ramirez.
George will make history on the 3rd of January and I am
very happy to be part of that history.  George will be the
first Hispanic to be sworn into an elected position in the
city of Lowell.

Twenty years ago I was the first person of Italian descent
with an Italian surname to be sworn into public office.
Lowell has always been and will always continue to be a
city of newcomers, settling in among families who have
been here for a century.

Now if we can just come up with a formula to get people
to the ballot box to share in the spread of power, we’ll be
all set.

Regina Faticanti

Rough &Tumble World of Lowell Politics
Regina Faticanti, Lowell School Committee
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Zhanna says she has been very happy
and moved to witness how music not
only developsa sense of rhythm,
coordination, ability of
concentration, motor skills,
discipline, enriches our souls and
hearts, but also it may become a great
activity for the family. Zhanna says watching her child
students playing duets with their siblings, parents or their
friends is one of the highlights of her teaching experience.

"Having all that experience I am looking forward to
bringing all my knowledge to this area. My goal in teaching
is to develop a love of music as well as developing musical
talents," Zhanna said.

It is traditional to wish
family, friends and
neighbors a Happy New
Year during the Christmas
and New Year holidays. It is
a time of good cheer and
optimism for the future. You
could easily argue that such
a greeting is inherent to our
American culture.

As we look forward to the
coming year in North
Andover, perhaps we

should pose the question: Will it be a happy year? The
answer will depend on what makes you happy and how
you approach happiness. Different people will have widely
differing views on what makes them happy.

Happiness can also be a selfish trait. Most people want
to be happy and sometimes striving to achieve one’s
happiness causes other people to be unhappy. For example,
people who attain happiness by engaging in the improper
use of both legal and illegal drugs cause untold heartaches
for family and friends, not to mention the overall financial
burden to taxpayers and society.

In a like manner, there are many of the liberal persuasion
who achieve happiness by extracting and spending other
people’s money (OPM). OPM has become addictive to a
significant portion of our privileged classes as the happy
solution to many if not all of society’s problems. Education
inadequate?

Raise taxes and send the happy money to the schools.
Public safety need improvement? Raise taxes and send the
happy money to the police and fire departments. Roads in
disrepair? Raise taxes and … You get the idea.

Here in North Andover it seems to be the same group
year after year who pursue self-indulgent happiness by
trying to convince the populace that the “town” will suffer
greatly if the schools, fire, police, DPW — pick one —
don’t get more OPM.

Fortunately, many voters in the town in recent years have
seen through this pursuit of happiness and nixed any new
taxes at the polls. In this case, average citizens have
expressed what makes them more happy: simply keeping
their own hard-earned money in their own pockets. Many
of these voters view the OPM-extraction-advocates as

What I Want for a Happy
New Year in N. Andover

Ted Tripp
North Andover Taxpayers Association

N. Andover Elections

Anyone considering running for
office can take out nomination

papers for the School Committee,

Board of Selectmen, and Housing

Authority. Nomination papers are

available at North Andover Town
Hall, 120 Main Street.

Zhanna Chatsman is a piano teacher in North Andover
who  moved into town just three weeks ago with her
husband and two girls.

Zhanna says she chooses the pieces of music for her
students very carefully because she believes that kids
and adults should understand and catch the meaning
and the spirit of the music.

"I believe that if kids love and understand the piece
they are playing they will practice. I tailor my lessons to
each student using different teaching methods targeting
the development of the sense of rhythm, musical pitch
and of course the knowledge of the music theory to match
the age and personal goal of each student."

After seven years of preparatory study in the St.
Petersburg Conservatory, Russia, Zhanna attended the
St. Petersburg College of music and completed her degree
in music and education at Haifa University, Israel. In 1994
she moved to the Washington, D.C. area where she taught
piano untill recently, teaching for one of the most
established piano studios in the D.C. area: Jordan Kitt’s
Music in Bethesda, MD. Having full classes of more than
40 students of all ages per week, running early childhood
music and piano programs in the area, performing with
her students … Zhanna says "it was a tough decision to
leave all that behind."

Let music into you and your child’s life

“ … I have grown to admire her knowledge of music
and dedication to her students and to their parents.
Zhanna has created a program designed to teach
beginning piano to very young children, but more
importantly, through her instruction the children
discover a love and understanding of music to carry
them into adulthood.” - Connie Iacomini, Director of
Silver Spring Child Care Center, Spring Child, MD

“…Her students played extremely well and the parents
were very complimentary of her patience and dedication
to their children.” - Bruce Andersen, Director of
Education, Jordan Kitt’s Music

ZHANNA CHATSMAN
422 Boston St, North Andover, MA 01845
home: 978-682-8468   cell: 301-318-5182

zhannach@netzero.net        Andoverpiano.com

Continued on Page 19

Declared Candidates for the Annual

 Town Elections

to be held MARCH 28, 2006

BOARD OF SELECTMEN

TWO SEATS-THREE YEAR TERM

Mark J.T. Caggiano (Incumbent)
25 Edgelawn Ave #10

(978) 777-3588

Donald B. Stewart (Incumbent)
52 Prospect St.
(978) 682-9038

Steve Dawe
44 Lisa Lane

(978) 794-8010

Daniel P. Lanen
111 Marian Drive
(978) 682-0831

John P. Savastano
287 Massachusetts Avenue

(978) 886-1695

Joe Edward Smith
16 Edgelawn Ave #3

(978) 689-0845

Paul P. Stewart
12 Carriage Chase
(978) 683-8966

SCHOOL COMMITTEE –
TWO SEATS – THREE YEAR TERM

Charles C. Ormsby (Incumbent)
64 White Birch Lane

(978) 682-8569

Barbara J. Whidden
135 Candlestick Road

(978) 794-4607

NORTH ANDOVER HOUSING
AUTHORITY

ONE SEAT – FIVE YEAR TERM

Ted Snell

86 Union Street
(978) 689-9558

Madeleine Sutcliffe

25 McCabe Court
(978) 686-8886

TOWN MODERATOR

THREE YEAR TERM
Charles A. Salisbury

(Incumbent )

301 Johnson Street

(978)685-1568
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office: 978.557.5600
fax: 978.557.5608
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523 South Union St.

Lawrence
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HESS GAS

STATION!

Although many people in City Hall may disagree on the
pros and cons of making Essex Street a two-way street,
most in the community agree that it’s long overdue to have
a public discussion about helping downtown businesses
by changing traffic flow.

In September of 2003, business leaders and city officials
gathered together with Lawrence Main Street Inc. They
developed a program that was to entice new businesses
into the area and assist them with storefront renovations,
repairs and a cleaner downtown area. They talked about
the possibility of opening Essex Street to two-way traffic.
They spoke about issues that, through the years, have
affected businesses, organizations, economic growth, and
public safety in the city.

Essex Street was turned into a one-way street from Union
Street to Broadway by former Mayor Larry Lefebvre in the
early 1980s.  The west side of Essex Street from Broadway
to Water Street is still a two-way street. But, the vast
majority of buildings on that stretch of Essex Street are
residential homes.

Prior to the early 1980s, Essex Street always had two-
way traffic. The downtown area was bustling with
successful businesses and had a bright future of economic
growth, though a slow down in the economy had started
to take its toll.

The original purpose of changing Essex Street to a one-
way street was to make downtown Lawrence the new Mecca
of commerce in the Merrimack Valley, helping to fill some
of the vacant storefronts and boosting they city’s
economy. Thriving businesses like Cherry & Webb, KAPS,
AB Sutherlands and famous restaurants like Morin’s and
Blue Bonnett quickly fled the city, resulting in a long period
of economic decline for Lawrence. Throughout the years,
Essex Street has become a drag strip and home to boarded-
up buildings, bars and nightclubs.

It's Time for a Conversation About

Making Essex St. Two-Way

Grisel Silva, District "B" Lawrence Councilor

Peter Larocque is a former candidate for School
Committee in Lawrence. He submitted this column as a
letter to the editor in the local daily but was edited. The
Valley Patriot is happy to reprint the letter in its entirety
without editing for content.  You can email Mr. Larocque
at pamelalarocque@hotmail.com

standing (sub) committees that all issues shall be handled
by before being brought to the full School Committee with
the recommendations by the subcommittees. The following
subcommittees shall be established:

1. Budget and Finance Committee.

2. Curriculum and Academics Committee.

3. Safety and Discipline Committee.

4. Building and New Construction Committee.

Each subcommittee shall consist of two School
Committee members with one being the chairman appointed
by the mayor. Also two or three parents or guardians, or
concerned citizens that are registered voters.

The mayor shall be the chairman of the School Committee
and have one vote, making 5 votes a majority.

The chairman shall have the power to remove a School
Committee member for missing an excessive amount of
School Committee meetings without proper reason (health
or family matters).

In conclusion, I believe, as a parent and as a co-president
of the PTA at Lawrence High School, that these
recommendations should provide us a strong, viable,
School Committee that citizens of the great city of Lawrence
can be very proud of.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. If I can
be of any further assistance, please do not hesitate to
contact me.

Appointed School
Committees

Continued From page 2

Grisel Silva is the District "B" City Councilor and was
just innaugurated on January 3rd. You can email
Councilor Silva gnsilva2861@verizon.net

I believe it is time to have a public discussion once again
about changing Essex Street to a two-way street. I am open
to the pros and cons that the public might come up with as
I am trying to keep an open mind on the matter.

What do you think about changing Essex Street from
one-way to two-way? Do you think that it would improve
our economic growth and public safety in the downtown
area? I would like the residents of Lawrence, downtown
businesses, civic organizations, and city official to express
their opinions and engage in public dialogue.

A few things that we need to think about when
considering such an important issue:

1. Request that the city attorney explore the legalities of
changing Essex Street and what provisions exist to prevent
such a change. Also, what financial penalties might incur.

2. Collect data, gather information from the public, and
find out all the pros and cons of changing Essex St.
3. The big issue will be “funding” because capital funding
is used to create infrastructures. We may need to seek grants
or pass a capital improvement bond to fund such a change.
The estimated cost could be more than $3 million.

The one thing we should NOT do is get bogged down
with how Essex Street will look or whether we should have
parking meters. We must first focus on IF and HOW we can
make Essex St. a two-way and then, once that is established,
other details can be discussed and debated.

There are so many issues that we will have to address in
the meantime. Where is the city parking lot revenue going?
Into what accounts and where is the money being spent?
Parking revenue can certainly play a large part in paying for
changes made to Essex St.
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Tom Duggan is the president of Valley
Patriot, Inc., and is a former member of

the Lawrence School Committee. He

hosts the Paying Attention Radio
Program on 980AM every Saturday
afternoon from noon-2pm. You can

email comments or questions to him at
Tdugjr@aol.com

troubled intersections where traffic
violators flaunt the law with impunity.

The revenue generated by installing a few
video cameras in Lawrence can be used to
hire more police officers, firefighters,
teachers, and building inspectors.

Of course, there will always be the mal-
contents who oppose anything that helps
police catch lawbreakers, as well as paranoid
conspiracy theorists who are more afraid of
government and the police than criminals
and terrorists.

But the average
person who has no
intention of running
a red light or breaking
traffic laws sees right
through the whining
opposition that
always arises when
issues like this come
before the City
Council.

My advice to
councilors who will be tasked with voting
on an ordinance to allow video cameras is
this: no new ordinance or policy is ever
perfect. It is irresponsible to oppose any
proposal just because someone MIGHT a-
buse it at some time in the future. Any city
ordinance can be abused by those who are
charged with enforcing it. And, if abuse
occurs, the City Council always has the
power to amend the ordinance and eliminate
the abuse.

We all know what happens when we see
a police car behind us in traffic. We become
model drivers and make sure to obey the
rules of the road.

Having video cameras at intersections
throughout the city of Lawrence will have
the same affect on most drivers. Who is
going to run a red light or double the speed
limit at the intersection of South Union and
Winthrop Avenue when they know police
cameras will catch him in the act?

Of course, most people obey the law when
they know someone is watching. Those who
decide to break the law anyway should not
be able to escape the fines and penalties
the law demands.

Lawrence Police Chief John Romero wants
to put video cameras at troubled
intersections in Lawrence. It is an idea that
is long overdue.

So-called civil libertarians and opponents
of the measure are beside themselves at the
thought of "evil" government officials
videotaping members of the public, but their
faux outrage is not to be taken seriously.

Under the United States Constitution,
you have no expectation of privacy when
you are out in public. In fact, you are
videotaped a dozen
times or more on any
given day by both
private citizens and
the "evil" govern-
ment" after you walk
out your front door.

When you walk by
any ATM machine,
whether you use it or
not, your image is
captured and stam-
ped with the time and date you walked by.
The police (or any other evil government
official) can gain access to those videos
any time they want, without a warrant. And
when you drive into the parking lot of any
local business, again, chances are you are
being captured on video.

The "government" has been using
cameras for traffic flow and congestion,
security in subway stations and inside
government (court) buildings, inside police
cruisers (and school buses) to protect the
officers and detainees, etc. All these have
been tested in the courts and declared legal.
And all are by government authorities.

Lets's face it. When you step outside your
door, either a private business, a private
person or the" evil" government has the
right to record your moveements.

So the phony shock and opposition
concerning Chief Romero’s proposal to
install video cameras at troubled
intersections is just that - phony. The police
have every right under the laws of this state
and the U.S. Constitution to videotape
anyone in public for any reason they want.

The real question here is: should (not can)
the police be doing this at all? The fact is,
hundreds of people run red lights in the
city of Lawrence every week putting the
lives of their fellow citizens at risk. And,
because the Lawrence Police are usually too
busy flying from gun call to gun call, they
simply do not have the time to park at

Vilma Lora

changes that range from normal
to pre-cancerous, to cancerous.
These changes are referred to
by several terms, including
dysplasia, and vary from low
to high grade.

There are some steps
women can take to prevent
cervical cancer including not

smoking, delaying sexual intercourse, and
limiting the exposure to HPV and other
sexually transmitted infections through the
use of condoms. Condoms, however, are
not completely effective at protecting the
spread of sexually transmitted infections.

Most invasive cervical cancers are found
in women who have not had regular Pap
tests.

The need for women to receive regular
pelvic exams and a Pap test cannot be
overstressed.  Pap tests should begin three
years after the onset of sexual intercourse,
but no later than the age of 21, or as
recommended by a physician.

It is a fact that minority, medically under-
served women are at higher risk for
developing diseases, including cancer.  Free
cancer screening services are available in
Massachusetts to eligible, low-income,
uninsured/underinsured Mass. residents
through the Department of Public Health
Women’s Health Network (WHN).  For more
information, call 1-877-414-4447.

Local agencies, such as the YWCA of
Greater Lawrence, provide education,
advocacy, support, and referrals to help
educate and link uninsured/underinsured
women in the greater Lawrence and entire
northeastern Mass. area.  To determine
eligibility for WHN services, call the YWCA
of Greater Lawrence at (978) 687-0331.

In conclusion, women need to become
educated about their health and take a more
pro-active approach to preventive
measures.  Early detection is the best
protection any woman can have.  Let’s
pledge to increase awareness about
cervical cancer not only in January, but
throughout the year!

Sources: The American Cancer Society,
for more information on cervical and other
types of cancer, please call the American
Cancer Society at 1-800-ACS-2435 or visit
their website.  To learn more about YWCA
resources, visit www.ywcalawrence.org.

YWCA of Greater Lawrence/Mass. Dept.
of Public Health, Women’s Health Network
Training Institute Peer Education
Program—Program Manual for Peer
Leaders, National Cancer Institute.

Vilma Lora is the Director of Women’s
Services at the YWCA of Greater
Lawrence.  Program services are made
possible through funding from The
Gillette Co., The Mass. Dept. of Public
Health, The Boston Affiliate of Susan
G. Komen Breast Cancer Foundation,
The McCarthy Foundation and Alfred E.
Chase Charity Foundation.

YWCA: Cervical Cancer

LAWRENCE

with Tom Duggan
prestando attencione!

Paying Attention!

TrafficCameras in Lawrence
African-Americans have higher

overall cancer incidence and
mortality rates compared to other
groups. While Hispanics/Latinos
have lower incidence and death
rates from cancer compared
with those of African-
American and Caucasians,
they do experience higher
rates for certain cancers, particularly cervical
cancer.

Since cervical cancer is preventable, and
even curable if detected in its early stages,
it is important to learn what are the risk
factors associated with this disease.

In addition to socioeconomic status,
cervical cancer is strongly associated with
sexual history.  Women who had sexual
intercourse before the age of 18, have had
multiple sex partners, whose partners have
had multiple sex partners, or who have been
pregnant more than five times starting at an
early age, are at risk for developing this
disease.  In fact, researchers have identified
HPV (human papillomavirus), a sexually
transmitted infection, as the main cause of
cervical cancer.

HPV infections are very common.  While
there is currently no cure or treatment for
this infection, it usually disappears without
any treatment if the woman’s immune
system is successful at fighting the virus.
Moreover, most women with HPV infection
do not develop cervical cancer.

Smoking is another risk factor associated
with cervical cancer.  Women who smoke
are twice as likely to develop cervical cancer.
This is attributed to the many harmful
chemicals (carcinogens) contained in
tobacco by-products, which are absorbed
by the lungs and carried into the
bloodstream throughout the body, including
the cervix.

Additional risk factors include the ex-
tended use of oral contraceptives, a diet low
in fruits and vegetables, exposure to DES
(Diethylstilbestrol), a hormonal drug pre-
scribed between 1940 and 1971 to prevent
miscarriages, and family history of cervical
cancer.

Cervical cancer rarely causes symptoms
in its early stages. This cancer is not
detected unless a woman receives a pelvic
exam and a Pap test.  Unfortunately,
symptoms usually appear when the disease
has become invasive.

Symptoms may include bleeding after
intercourse, between menstrual periods,
and/or after menopause, heavy or extended
menstrual flow, unusual discharge of the
vagina, and pains in the lower part of the
abdomen, not related to menstruation.  All
of these symptoms can be caused by
conditions other than cervical cancer; only
a health care professional can determine the
nature of the condition.

The good news is that, unlike other
cancers, cervical cancer generally grows
gradually.  Cells in the cervix undergo

Continued from Page 1

C.A.P. Landscaping
Serving Andover and North Andover Exclusively

Please call Chuck Papalia for competitive pricing at

(978) 682-2322

* Snow Removal Professionals
* Snowplowing/ Call now to get on our list early
* Complete Lawn, Shrub, and Mulch Maintenance
* Landscape Design/Renovation

Snow Removal

Professionals

One of 400 in the State! Tower Hill
Variety & Subs

We all know what happens

when we see a police car behind

us in trafic. We become model

drivers and make sure to obey

the rules of the road ... Having

video cameras at intersections

throughout the city of Lawrence

will have the same affect ... and

it will save lives.

101 Ames Street,  Lawrence, MA

978-682-7222

•
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Paula Porten

LAWRENCE

The YWCA of Greater Lawrence
and the Health 2010 Project Invites...

mothers, daughters, friends, and female relatives to
participate in a series of fun and educational activities

January 25th  through March 1st, 2006
Every Wednesday - From 5:45 p.m. -8:00 p.m.

Join us for free...
Pool Activities\Aerobics\Relaxation

Techniques

Education on Diabetes & Cardiovascular
Disease - Diabetes & High blood Pressure

Screenings - Nutrition Education

To register, call Alex, Minerva or Vilma at
(978) 687-0331

When the average voter goes to the polls
during local elections, he is usually not

thinking of party politics.

During local races,
average voters look at
individual candidates

and cast a vote based
upon which man or
woman can serve
their community
better.  A can-
didate’s party
affiliation rarely
comes to play

during local races.  And when it does become
a factor, it usually backfires on the partisans
who try to make it an issue.

For example: in the Lawrence mayoral
contest last November, candidate Marcos
Devers attempted to make race an issue in
the campaign. He and Democrat Party
Chairman Phil Johnston held a rally for local
Democrats to “get out the Democrat vote.”

Johnson made phone calls to Lawrence
Democrats saying, “we have to help Marcos
Devers get elected because he is a Latino.”
As it turned out, the rally ended up a joke
as none of the local Democrat pols showed
up. Barry Finegold, Sue Tucker, David
(where-is-he) Torrisi and the majority of
local Democrat activists didn’t bother to
attend or show support for Devers.

Not only did local Democrats not show
for the rally, many publicly supported
Mayor Michael Sullivan, a Republican.
Democrat state Representative Willie
Lantigua, a registered Democrat, came out

publicly in support of Mayor Sullivan.  As
did Democrat Patrick Blanchette, who is
president of the Lawrence City Council.

In reading our ace-reporter Hanna’s
interview with state Representative Barry
Finegold (page 18), Finegold revealed that
he did not show for the rally because he
was “friends” with both candidates and
did not want to get in the middle of a local
race just because he is a Democrat.

He also stated that political party should
never be a factor in municipal elections.

In democrat town like North Andover,
party is definitely not a factor in local races.
How else could you explain that on the
School Committee there sits three
Republican members and one Libertarian.

I am not the average voter, though, and
party almost always plays a factor in whom
I will support when it comes to local
candidates running for municipal positions.

You see, local candidates and officials
are the farm team, which later helps to shape
the look of state and national politics.

Most national and state office holders
today have made their way up the political
ranks by winning local elections,
establishing themselves as “insiders,”
learning how to play ball with the state
and national officials — and then they
climb up the ladder.

Remember, both state representatives
Barry Finegold and Dave Torrisi started off
as North Andover selectmen.

Sullivan and Healey Make a Great Team

In Lawrence, the running joke is always
whether or not the mayor will stay in office
for his or her full term. After winning a
second term, former Mayor Kevin Sullivan
left early to take a job in the Weld
administration.

Former Mayor Patty Dowling left early
in her first term to become a judge.  Since
term limits became a factor with the “new”
charter in Lawrence, mayors have to think
about their future and what to do when their
term expires.

And, because of term limits, the job of
Lawrence mayor has become a stepping
stone for local politicians, which is why it
was so important that Devers failed to
successfully bring partisan politics into the
last mayor’s race.

With Republican Mayor Mike Sullivan
winning re-election by such a wide margin
last November, many political players are
wondering what his next move is going to
be.

And, now that Romney has announced
that he will not seek a second term as
governor and Lieutenant Governor Healey
is running for governor, the question being
asked in political circles is: who would make
a great running mate with Healey?

Who would help the Republican ticket
to keep the governor’s office?

There aren’t many names on the Healey
short list for a lieutenant governor. A few
who have been mentioned as a running
mate for Healey are: state senators Scott
Brown and Bruce Tarr. My candidate is
Mike Sullivan.

All Activities are held at the  YWCA of  Greater Lawrence-
38 Lawrence Street, Lawrence, MA 01840

Paula Porten is an attorney and
former member of the North Andover
Finance Committee. If you have a
news tip or any additional
information about this story, please
email her at plporten@comcast.net

Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan poses for pictures at a

reelection campaign rally last November. To his left are

Lieutenant Governor Kerry Healey (also a Republican)

and  Patrick Blanchette, President of the Lawrence City

Council. Blanchette is a Democrat.

Kerry Healey and Mike Sullivan would
make a great team. Sullivan has campaigned
and raised lots of money for Healey and
Healey has reciprocated for Mike Sullivan.
She attended several fundraisers for
Sullivan and many of the local polls couldn’t
wait to get their picture taken with both of
them. She has visited Lawrence more than
two dozen times and is very well acquainted
with the problems of the city.

For his part, Sullivan won his bid for re-
election by a 65% - 35% margin. He won big
in a Democrat dominated city running
against an Hispanic who is a Democrat. But,
Sullivan had the support of many Hispanic
and Democrat leaders, including, as stated
before, state Representative Willie Lantigua,
Patrick Blanchette, and Superintendent
Wilfredo Laboy.

Remember that Romney lost Lawrence
when he ran for governor and the only city
or town that Sheriff Cousins (a Republican)
lost in all of Essex County in his bid for re-
election was Lawrence.

Sullivan could help the Republicans carry
Lawrence and other Democrat dominated
cities and help Healey win the election.

When it comes time to vote at the
Republican Convention this spring, Mike
Sullivan has my vote!
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The third is Perpetual Tech Transfer.
The ultimate objective to the Lawrence
S.C.O.P.E. campaign is a self-sustaining,
institutional commitment to “proficiency
into perpetuity.”

By transferring the capacity and the
competencies to deliver Efficacy Training,
SDIS training, and coaching to community
based organizations, elected officials,
clergy, chief executives officers, private
and public agencies, and all stakeholders.

An investment in Lawrence’s S.C.O.P.E.
campaign represents the acceptance of
accountability by all the city leaders and
stakeholders of public education for the
academic and civic outcomes of our
children.

The Lawrence S.C.O.P.E. campaign will
address high priority concerns for the city
of Lawrence, with a focus on systemic
reform in the public schools through a
large-scale PROJECT of public
engagement in improving children’s
achievement to high level.

The success of S.C.O.P.E. is dependent
on five factors: Efficacy/Effective Effort,
Community Summits, Family
Involvement, Primary Role of Community,
and Shared Responsibility.

You can email Superintendent
Laboy at

wlaboy@lawrence.k12.ma.us

Merrimack Valley
School of Hair Design

COSMETOLOGY
DEVELOP THE REAL

YOU
High Demand Job Market

Financially Rewarding Career

www.m-v-s-h-d.com 978-688-1133

Day and Evening Classes Available
1,000 Hour Course

Methuen/Lawrence line at 315 East Haverhill Street,
less than one mile from Interstate 495

A PROSPEROUS CAREER IN HAIR DESIGN
IS OFFERED IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY

BARBER / ESTHETICS COMING SOON
ENROLL NOW FOR THE FALL CLASS

Become State Licensed
Comfortable...family-friendly atmosphere

SIGN UP NOW

Open for Public Services      Walk-Ins Welcomed
Paul Mitchell, Joico, Matrix and many more professional products used!!

Lawrence Superintendent of
Schools Wilfredo Laboy

From the desk of

A New Start: Project S.C.O.P.E.
The New Year always brings hope – a

fresh start – a new beginning – a definitive
point in time when you can tackle an old
problem with new vigor or start a Project
with a finite deadline.

Schools, however, work on a school
year timeline, and the New Year is not
quite half way through it.  The good news
is that we are already on a roll!  That
only adds to the wonder of the passing
of another year, now firmly steeped in
the events of the 21st century.

At midpoint of our school year,
Lawrence Public Schools and the Efficacy
Institute are joining forces to embark upon
a community campaign — Schools and
Community Organizing for Proficiency in
Education (S.C.O.P.E.).  The sole purpose
and only goal of PROJECT S.C.O.P.E. is
academic proficiency for ALL students —
defined as a student’s demonstrated
competency over challenging subject
matter, including subject matter
knowledge, as well as application skills.

What a student should know and be
able to do.  Putting it simply:  Do they
know it, and can they use it?

Proficiency is also inextricable from a
student’s strength of character.  Strong
character is grounded in the knowledge

and truth of proper conduct, and results
in young people choosing their actions
out of a desire to have a constructive
impact on their families and communities.

The S.C.O.P.E. campaign will be built
around three elements unique to the
work of the Efficacy Institute.  The first
is Efficacy Training, which directly
confronts the historical basis for low
confidence in minority communities (the
disabling idea of intellectual inferiority in
people of color), and offers participants
a basis for belief in their own capacities
to achieve objectives with their children
that are, in fact, quite achievable.

Secondly, we build belief by presenting
a credible and empowering “new” theory
of development—that is based on
effective effort—which becomes the basis
for strong confidence.

We also instruct people in a
transformational method, which we have
dubbed the Self-Directed Improve-
ment System (SDIS), as a tool to
analyze student performance data and
construct strategies for improvement.
The combination of debunking debili-
tating ideas of inferiority and offering an
effective approach to self-directed
improvement is both liberating and
motivating.

LOTTERY

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1978

TOWER HILL VARIETY & SUBS
101 Ames Street  •  Lawrence, MA  •  978-682-7222

HOURS: Monday - Friday 8am-7pm
WE ACCEPT MASTER CARD & VISA

PARTY PLATTERS

SUPER SUBS
MEATBALLS

SAUSAGE pep/onions
CHICKEN WINGS

BAKED ZITI
HOMEMADE POTATO SALAD
and much...much...more.....

NOT TO MENTION......OUR FAMOUS SUBS
old fashion chicken barbs, homemade meatballs,
steak & cheese, italian sausage, buffalo chicken,
bbq roast beef, italian, homemade chicken salad,

chicken cutlet, burgers, chicken ranch melt,
 shredded chicken bomb, and much...much...more...

COLD CUT
PLATTERS

SUB
PLATTERS

FRESH MADE
SALADS

MADE FRESH DAILY
FOR ONE, OR TRAYS

FOR PARTIES

GARDEN, CHEF
BUFFALO CHICKEN

TUNA, WHITE CHICKEN
FETA CHEESE

TURKEY BREAST
INCLUDES PITA BREAD

MONDAYS - PASTRAMI

TUESDAYS - FREE SODA WITH EVERY SUB

WEDNESDAYS - HOMEMADE CUTLETS

THURSDAYS - HOMEMADE LASAGNA (3 CHEESE/ 2 MEATS)

FRIDAYS - EGGPLANT

Armandos

ITALIAN SLUSH AVAILABLE

We're located down the hill from Lawrence's Historic Reservoir Tower

OLD FASHIONED HOMEMADE COOKING

With all my heart, I wish everyone a
Happy New Year!  We are strengthened
by the fact that our labor is not in vain
and that we do make a difference.  I am
humbled and secure in the knowledge
that the children of Lawrence will indeed
reap the benefits of the collegial efforts
of those who care.  In the months ahead
you will hear more about POJECT
S.C.O.P.E.  Stay tuned!

Please
Donate to

Lawrence
Firefighter's Federal

Credit Union

14 Amesbury St.
Lawrence, MA 01840

 (978) 687-1919

Established to help the family of
Lawrence Police Officer Kevin

Callahan by the

the Kevin Callahan
Memorial Fund


