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Haverhill Mayor Jim Fiorentini hard at work in his office

Haverhill

Haverhill Mayor
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From the Desk of

Continued on Page 16

Haverhill Mayor James J. Fiorentini announced the appointment of a new Water Supply
Task Force to plan for Haverhill’s future water needs. The task force has been assembled
to develop plans for adequate long-term water supplies for Haverhill. The task force will
determine whether or not there is a need to have further water sources, and, if so, what
those sources should be.

In announcing the appointment, Fiorentini noted that while water consumption rates
have remained fairly stable over the past twenty years, there was no guarantee that they
would remain stable forever. “We need to be proactive, not reactive,” said Fiorentini,
“and we need to plan today to make certain there is always enough water for tomorrow.”

The mayor appointed the following people to the new task force:

• Robert Ward, acting director, Haverhill’s Water and Waste Water Department

• William Pauk, former director, Haverhill Water and Waste Water Department

• Brendan O’Regan, Bradford resident and director of the Newburyport Water and
Waste Water Department

• Brent Baeslack, head of the Haverhill Environmental League

• Krystine Hetel, Haverhill city councilor

Fiorentini said that the first charge of the Task Force would be to determine if the water
supply is adequate for future growth, or if the city should increase its water supplies.

Water usage studies have shown that despite a population growth over the past twenty
years, usage has remained stable over the same period. This is due to increased
conservation efforts by residents and businesses, a great leak-protection program that
saves millions of gallons yearly, and weather factors—the wetter the weather the less
water that is used.

“The message of the past twenty years is that conservation works. Although our
population has grown, our water usage has remained stable. However, we don’t want to
wait until a drought and then realize our resources are limited. We want to make
educated decisions now for the future of water resources for the city,” stated Mayor
Fiorentini.

If the task force feels that additional water supplies are needed, the task force will
examine other potential water supply sources including the Merrimack River (directly or
indirectly) and Johnson’s pond in Bradford or from some other source.

For the past two years, the city’s environmental consultants, Camp, Dresser and McKee,
have been looking at whether it would be feasible or necessary in the future to draw water
from the Merrimack or from Johnson’s Pond. “I do not know if we are going to need to
draw water from the Merrimack,” said Fiorentini, “but we need to look at this now, not
when we have a crisis, and we need to have the public involved in this decision.”

Fiorentini indicated that there would be public hearings and an opportunity for public
input prior to making any recommendations.

This is Our Chance

For decades, the large old shoe factory buildings on Essex Street, Locke Street, Duncan
Street and Walnut Street have been vacant, sitting there on the fringes of our downtown
area. Suddenly, there are companies, big companies that want to invest millions in these
buildings as housing. It might never happen. However, it might happen and be the spark
that ignites the renaissance we have been hoping for in Haverhill.

The problem is both parking and parking regulations. Our regulations require that
before you can develop any building you must provide 1.5
parking spaces for every unit. If we stick to that standard, not
all the buildings can be developed. Some of the developers
tell us that they can sell the units if we do not require as
much parking. I have filed a proposal with the City Council

to allow those buildings to be developed with a requirement
that the developers provide one space per unit. It is a

temporary fix until the parking garage is built
downtown in a few years.

Urban planners once looked upon parking
requirements as critical. Now, more planners are
looking at parking requirements as a regulatory
roadblock. In The Mythology of Parking, urban
planners write that requiring a downtown developer

to put in an abundance of parking can mean the death
of the project, and requiring large amounts of parking
in downtown residential areas can mean the death of
your downtown.

Decades ago, the cry was that if only we had more
parking, Merrimack Street would boom. We got the
parking deck on Merrimack Street, and, not
coincidentally, the Merrimack Street retail zone died.
People do not go downtown because of parking. They go
downtown because of restaurants and shops.

In the new book, The High Cost of Free Parking, urban
planner David Shoup points out that requiring developers
to put in large amounts of so-called free parking greatly
increases the cost of the units, and means that many old
factory buildings will remain vacant.

Water Supply Task Force Formed

Water usage 1986 to present
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Actual And Future Water Usage For The City of Haverhill

Average Maximum % of
Daily Usage Day Usage max

use
Year (Million Gallons) (Million Gallons)
1986 6.56 9.99 66%
1987 6.55 9.20 71%
1988 7.27 11.38 64%
1989 6.45 8.83 73%
1990 6.39 10.78 59%
1991 6.06 8.95 68%
1992 6.06 9.64 63%
1993 6.14 10.19 60%
1994 5.93 9.88 60%
1995 6.31 9.44 67%
1996 6.16 9.88 62%
1997 6.31 10.00 63%
1998 6.34 9.62 66%
1999 6.67 11.06 60%
2000 6.30 9.08 69%
2001 6.50 13.33 49%
2002 6.30 9.89 64%
2003 6.18 9.53 65%
2004 6.28 9.74 64%
2005 6.61 10.08 66%

The Department of Housing and Community Development recommends that instead of
thinking of minimum parking requirements, we think instead of maximum parking
requirements: restrict developers from building in parking. They recommend a maximum of
one space per unit.

A number of other Massachusetts communities have now relaxed their parking
requirements to redevelop their downtown areas. These include Worcester, Lynn Cambridge,
Quincy, Somerville and Lowell.

I have filed a proposal to change our parking requirements in the factory zone, which is
on Locke Street, Locust Street and Essex Street, to a requirement of one car per unit. Here
are some questions that come up with my proposal:

Where will the people who live in these units park? In the space assigned to them.
Many of these units are studio and one-bedroom units. Studies have shown that people
who live in these units often have one car, sometimes no cars.
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Haverhill Seniors, Need Transportation?

Life experience is a great teacher, and my
parents’ generation, born in the 1920’s, did
their “graduate work” surviving a
depression and a world war. Politics for them
was not a mere spectator sport. When
Walter Cronkite or Edward R. Murrow spoke
on TV , it wasn’t so much what they said
but the understanding behind the words
that reminded people that the nation’s
business was yours and mine- a reminder
that we were all active participants in the
collective decisions of our society.

Since that time, the agenda setting power
of mass media has become concentrated into
fewer hands. College campuses, once forums
for vigorous debate, are often repressive
intellectual environments dedicated to
political indoctrination. Somewhere along
the line, we started losing the ability and
sometimes even the desire to talk to one
another. Nowhere is that more obvious than
in the level of our political discourse

Look at the titles of some of today’s
political bestsellers. Rush Limbaugh is a Big
Fat Idiot. Help,Mom- There Are Libeals
Under My Bed. Al Franken is a Big Fat
Phoney.Ann Coulter’s “How to Talk to a
Liberal if you Must.”( I guess nowadays
you’re not supposed to even talk to people
you don’t agree with!) They sound like
cranky pre-schoolers before naptime… He
hit me! She called me stupid! He took my
ball!

She hit me first… It’s really embarrassing.

These ringmasters of mass consensus
preach to the choir, all day every day. They
act as hired guns- with research staffs to
dig up facts and anecdotal evidence to
support one of two pre-rationalized belief
systems called liberalism and conservatism.
The search for the truth of a given point of
view is subordinated to the drive for
ideological conformity and reinforcement of
consensus belief systems. Michael Moore
preaches to his choir. Ann Coulter and
Rushbo preach to theirs. No thoughtful or
spontaneous dialogue comes about, just a
lot of poisoning of the wells of public
discourse. The result is that they ultimately
push the envelope of frustration and
contempt further along towards a potentially
violent outcome.

Just listen to Savage Nation, for example,
throw his nightly tantrums. Or Howie Carr’s
innuendoes denigrating immigrants. Or
Rushbo’s “do-as I say” conservatism. Or
Michael Moore’s cheap shots and loaded
questions. Does anybody really believe that
they can learn something new listening to
these clowns? The playwright, George
Bernard Shaw said, “The biggest problem
in communication is the illusion that it has
taken place.”

An elevated political discourse has
become rare in today’s dumbed-down

Beverly— Health Quarters, a regional provider of reproductive
health care, prevention, and education services for low income
and uninsured women, men, and teens, will be moving to
another location in Haverhill as of February 6, 2006.

The new address will be 215 Summer Street, Suite 15, Haverhill;
the telephone number, 978.521.4444, will remain the same.

Health Quarter’s new office is about two miles from its current
site at 755A Main Street. The office building is at the end of
Summer Street, on the right, near Water Street and the cemetery,
and offers free on-site parking.

There will be no change to the reproductive health services.

Health Quarters offices include:

* Gynecological exams
* Male exams
* Free or low-cost birth control methods,
   including free condoms
* “Plan B” - emergency contraception
* Free rapid HIV testing
* Cervical and breast cancer screening
* STD testing and treatment
* Free pregnancy testing

A grand opening of the office is planned for April 2006.

Haverhill

HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!

Limbsville
Predictions for 2006

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

Random Thoughts

Moving to our new HAVERHILL Location

Health Quarters

Established in 1970, Health Quarters is a federally-funded provider of
gynecological exams, prevention services such as birth control and

emergency contraception, cervical and breast cancer screening, STD
testing and treatment, rapid HIV and pregnancy testing and counseling,

and health education.

America. Maybe we have forgotten what it
feels like. Or that it even exists. How would
people even recognize it anymore if they
saw it? A few past examples come to mind.
Norman Thomas was a pacifist and socialist
in the 40’s and 50’s, but his eloquence won
him the respect of many conservatives.
Barry Goldwater Sr. was an open-minded
conservative who won the minds of many
liberals. Unlike today’s mass media stars,
these ruggedly individualistic men were
consistent, not with pre-rationalized belief
systems, but with their own reflections and
observations of the world; consequently,
they built bridges, not burned them.

In the more recent past , two examples of
enlightened dialogue come to mind, both
WRKO talkmasters: the late David Brudnoy
and Gene Burns. ( Burns is  still on the air at
KGO-AM, San Fransisco) You could
actually learn something listening to these
guys. Brudnoy, reasonable, open-minded
and articulate didn’t vilify or patronize those
who disagreed with him, but instead
engaged them in a thoughtful exchange of
ideas. He stimulated creative thought and
made people reevaluate their positions. The
iconoclastic Burns exemplified the forgotten
art of eloquence and logical analysis. Again
there were no ad-hominem attacks because
of listener’s beliefs. But Gene would lose
patience with people who couldn’t or
wouldn’t support their ideas with a rational
line of reasoning. Listening to either of these
men was like being in a college classroom
with a great teacher.

The founding fathers remembered the
paradigm of old Europe, and in their
codifying the first amendment, they
recognized the importance of public debate.
There’s no guarantee that America will go
on forever.

In fact, every empire that has ever existed
has experienced a rise and fall. If we ever
lose this country, it won’t be by terrorism;
the Axis powers found out in World War 2
that intimidation only strengthens this
country’s resolve. Instead, the true enemy
will be our own angry silence, burning
frustration, a polarization- a collective
negative emotional energy sustained
because it will have become impossible for
people to speak with one another, and the
public dialogue upon which is laid the
cornerstone of democracy will have been
irreparably suppressed.

Let us remember that democracy is often
sloppy, and that it is damned hard work- if it
is real democracy.

Mark Palermo is a professor at
Northern Essex Community College
in Haverhill and is the past vice-
president of the faculty union. You
can email him at
markpalermo@lycos.com.

Call Betty (978) 374-2388

Free Taxi

 Vouchers

You must be a Haverhill resident to qualify

In late January, two powerful
crosscurrents collided beneath
Haverhill’s political surface.
They reflect two very different
ideas as to how to, and, who
should lead the remaking of our
downtown. Both sides are well
meaning, but they are pulling
in opposite directions when
they should be working together.

The collision: In the same time frame, the
mayor introduced plans to promote
residential development downtown and
Team Haverhill unveiled its futuristic
renderings of Haverhill’s downtown in 2020.

The mayor’s plan calls for reducing
government interference and unleashing
market forces; Team Haverhill’s renderings
suggest strong government oversight and
involvement. The strategy is to build popular
support for the renderings so that the
appropriate government support will follow.

The problem is that the city government
and Team Haverhill are moving in opposite
directions and, worse, there seems to be little
appetite on either side for conversation. At
the very same time when the downtown is
bursting with hot business and government
proposals, it is also the focus of the positive
energy for long-term planning unleashed by
Team Haverhill and its financial backer, The
Haverhill Foundation. Unless conversation
picks up, opportunities will be lost.

A case in point: The mayor proposes to
reduce the parking requirement for

downtown residences from
1.5 to one per unit. This allows
current proposals to fly
without having to provide for
spaces they cannot now
secure downtown. But
everybody knows that
downtown needs more

parking spaces.

The city was very happy to get a federal
grant for a parking garage, but it also
acknowledges that the grant is insufficient
to build a garage large enough to meet our
needs. The extra money has to come from
somewhere. If you relax zoning, then you
take away the incentive from the private
sector to make a contribution. Is there more
to be had from the public side?

Team Haverhill’s renderings depict a large
parking garage, just beyond the RR tracks
on the left as you’re heading toward
Lafayette Square. It’s a multi-modal design
that features a bus depot. But, in fact, the
MVRTA is poised to break ground on a four
million dollar upgrade of its bus depot and
the surrounding park in Washington
Square. What if Team Haverhill, the mayor
and MVRTA officials had been talking from
day one?

Could that four million have been applied
to an integrated parking garage and bus
station adjacent to the RR station? This
would have put the busses right next to the
trains and it would have eased some of the

Continued on Page 13
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EATZ: Best Breakfast in
the Merrimack Valley

The Valley Patriot Restaurant Guru has chosen EATZ
Restaurant as the Best Breakfast in the Merrimack Valley.
While the Guru has always held Carleens on South
Broadway in Lawrence and Val’s in North Andover as having
tied for best breakfast, EATZ has respectfully climbed above
the rest with reasonably priced, grease-free meals to start
off your day.

EATZ Restaurant opened up on Water Street in North
Andover last July and serves a very fresh breakfast and
lunch every day of the week. On Sunday, EATZ serves
breakfast all day.

Chef and owner Jason Piacentini came to North Andover
from Boston to start a gourmet breakfast shop and has
achieved his goal brilliantly. Jason says that cooking is his
second nature. He is enjoying his experience so much in
North Andover that he plans on expanding EATZ’ hours of
operation to include dinner on Friday and Saturday
evenings.

For now, patrons can enjoy great breakfasts, which
include staples like eggs, bacon and the most tasty and
greaseless home fries. EATZ also serves more interesting
and unusual breakfast dishes like the wild mushroom frittata
that will leave you wishing you could eat more.

The Valley Patriot’s Restaurant Guru says that the
mushroom frittata is a favorite dish and is so fresh and full
of shitake, button and crimini mushrooms sauteed with fresh
herbs atop an open-faced omelet with Gruyere cheese. It is
served with toast and home fries or beans. Another entree
the Guru enjoyed was the Florentine Benedict, which
consists of two poached eggs on a bed of spinach with
hollandaise sauce.

You can get a breakfast quesadilla or one of the several
selections of scramble wraps, like the garden scramble. It
includes broccoli, onions, mushrooms, peppers, tomatoes
and cheddar cheese with scrambled eggs in your choice of
a white, tomato or spinach wrap. Also served with home
fries or beans.

There are also varieties of hot, delicious waffles like pecan
and chocolate. The kids will love the griddlecakes with a
choice of blueberry, strawberry, banana, chocolate chip,
M&M or cranberry-orange flavorings.

EATZ has a senior citizen Wednesday special of free
coffee or tea with your breakfast order Monday through
Friday. Muffins and scones are baked daily.

Lunch is also filled with a large assortment of freshly
made specialty sandwiches and salads. Thursday is a busy
day at EATZ with what the restaurant considers its big hit:
the turkey wrap (served only on Thursday). Calls for the
turkey wrap take-out begin around 11a.m. The wrap is filled
with roasted turkey breast, stuffing, gravy and cranberry
sauce served in a warm pita wrap. The Guru and her friends
have found the turkey wrap one of their favorites and the
Guru now goes to EATZ nearly every Thursday.

Other specialty sandwiches include the chicken pesto
pannini, New York Rueben, roast beef and Boursin, and
eggplant Parmesan pannini. There are also pizzettas with
lots of toppings, served with a garden salad and daily
specials.

EATZ is a charming, warm and inviting restaurant with
delicious and fresh dishes. The Guru says she looks forward
to the bistro style entrees on Friday and Saturday night
and suggests everyone in the Merrimack Valley try just
one trip to EATZ for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

Valley Patriot Restaurant Guru

Jason Piacentini, the Chef and
Owner of EATZ

North Andover Republicans met last week to choose delegates
for the state convention on April 29th. Pictured are Brad and (former
selectman) Wendy Wakeman, Finance Committee member and
candidate for Board of Selectmen Steve Dawe, Martha and Charlie
Salisbury (North Andover Town Moderator), and Keith Mitchell,
chairman of both the North Andover Republican Town Committee
and North Andover Finance Committee.

Dan Lanen

"Common Sense Government"

North Andover

Board of Selectmen

Paid for by the Dan Lanen Committee

We love the

Valley

Patriot!

EL
EC
T
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The Census Bureau
recently reported that for the
second year in a row
Massachusetts has lost
population. We are the only
state in the country to have
done so. If not for the
immigration of foreigners,
the numbers of those
leaving our state are far
higher. The research
institute MassINC reports
that between 1990 and 2002

approximately 213,000 more people left Massachusetts than
arrived from other states, and the trend seems to be
accelerating.

Why are we losing population while just north, in New
Hampshire, it is increasing? That fact would seem to rule
out the usual excuse of cold winters with their icy roads
and piles of snow. The data also show that both New
Hampshire and Rhode Island picked up almost 90,000 former
Massachusetts residents from 1990 through 2002. People
are fleeing our beloved state.

Obviously, the cost of housing, high taxes and lack of
certain jobs are factors. But this is also the situation in
other states such as California or New Jersey. Could our
dysfunctional state government also be a contributing
factor?  We are, after all, generally looked at with ridicule by
much of the rest of the country. Those in the heartland
view us as the state which brought the country Michael
Dukakis and Ted Kennedy. Then there is convicted killer
Willie Horton and how he was let out of jail to continue his
crime spree. Most recently there has been the bizarre
Supreme Judicial Court decision to make Massachusetts
the first state in the country to approve same-sex marriage.

The economy seems to be good based on tax revenues
and low unemployment figures. But perhaps this is a false
reading of a business sector that is still shaky. We know,
for example, that the state has lost thousands of high
paying, high tech jobs over the last 15 years. The only
parts of the economy which now seem robust and growing
are biotech, medical devices and maybe the defense
industry. The reason why these are doing well is because
of the proximity to topnotch educational institutions like
MIT, Harvard, Boston College, Tufts, and Northeastern
University.

Does anybody believe for a moment where
Massachusetts would be if these colleges and universities
all of a sudden disappeared? I suspect business would leave
in droves for more hospitable locations.

Beacon Hill Follies Ignore
State's Intrinsic Problems

Ted Tripp
North Andover Taxpayers Association

Ted Tripp is an International Consultant
in high-tech manufacturing methods. He
has BS and MS degrees in Chemical

Engineering from MIT. You can reach him

at tripp@gis.net.

So what is our Great and General Court doing to strengthen
our economy and attract more industry? Cutting Taxes?
No. Reducing regulations? No. Improving infrastructure?
No. Reforming our schools? No.

Our legislators don’t have time for these crucial tasks as
they are hard at work on even more important issues. In
recent weeks they have spent considerable time and effort
on a bill to allow illegal aliens – sorry, undocumented
students – to attend state colleges at the in-state tuition
rate. The concept was even supported by our Attorney
General Tom Reilly, who doesn’t seem to understand the
term “illegal.”

Then the solons took on the important issue of seat belts.
Should not wearing seat belts while driving be a “primary”
or “secondary” offense? Who knew this was a major
concern of workers in Massachusetts worrying about paying
their next heating bill?

Now the representatives are debating whether or not the
state should require religious institutions to report their
financial matters to the commonwealth. Implicit in this, if
the state doesn’t like something, is that government
bureaucrats can then attempt to regulate what a particular
church might be doing or wish to do. Whatever happened
to separation of church and state?

And also on the docket is a bill to make sex education
mandatory in all our public schools, with participation a
possible requirement for graduation. Details of what would
be taught in elementary, middle and high school are specified
by the state. Every child would automatically attend unless
parents took specific steps to opt out of the program.

Here is the bottom line: Assuming the Great and General
Court had passed or will pass all this “important” legislation,
would it make new business entities “more likely” or “less
likely” to locate in Massachusetts? And for those employers
already here, are they “more likely” or “less likely” to expand
their operations in the Bay State?

It should be obvious to all that the answers to these
questions are directly linked to why some of our best
employment opportunities are now with U-Haul, Ryder Truck
Rental, Bekins, Mayflower, Allied Van Lines and all the rest
of the major moving companies.

Inspector Clouseau Comes
to North Andover

The Roving Reporter

I have come to North
Andover to help solve trois
crimes. At last year’s
contentious élection on a $7.3
million override for a new
police station, illegal activity

is alleged to have occurred.
And it seems to have

happened right under
the noze of the
authorities, including

le chef de police, Chef Stanley.

The crime scene is the North Andover High School, in
particular the entrance road and associated light pools.
The time line of the alleged crimes is March 29, 2005 – Jour
des Élections.

Les crimes? Illegal signs posted on light pools,
confrontational roodness by a public official and improper
language to a gendarme.

I have examined the crime scene and have found that
the signs and people holding them … are now gone.
Perhaps I should have visited the area earlier. Nonetheless,
I will pursue my investigation with the enthusiasm of a
seasoned inspector. I give you my word that these crimes
will be solved or my noom is not Inspector Clouseau.

Sergeant Joe Friday (just the facts, ma’am) relayed to
me the alleged incidents and potential suspects. It seems
as though politique signs for and against the police station
override, as well as for candidates, were not only being
held by people but were also attached to light pools.

Unattended signs on public property are illegal
according to the town’s élection fonctionnaire, Madame
Bradshaw, and this is a well-known campaign rule around
le village. The facts are that Madame Bradshaw asked that
this rule be enforced.

A gendarme was dispatched to carry out l’order. At this
time, Chef de Police Stanley was holding a “Support Our
Police” sign and was asked to remove similar signs on
nearby light pools.

He declined and suggested the request be directed to
another nearby sign holder, Monsieur Keith Mitchell, Esq.,
currently le chair of le North Andover committee de finance.
This suspect allegedly demanded (!) to speak with the
town’s élection fonctionnaire and argued that the
unattended sign policy is allowed at every élection. He
was alleged to be confrontationale.

At that point Chef de Police Stanley is also alleged to
have yelled out to le gendarme, “You’re another one of
those Lanen supporters. You can thank Dan Lanen for the
“s**t-hole” you’re in.” The reference was to another
gendarme’s opposition to the override and le off-colour
word refers to the local commissariat.

These are all very serious charges that moost be
investigated. Were politique signs illegally attached to light
pools or not?

Was a former selectman and now chairman of le
committee de finance rood and obstructionist to a
gendarme? Was le chef de police guilty of intimidating
and embarrassing one of his gendarmes?

Je suis Inspector Clouseau.

I will get to the buttom of this or I am not the world
famous Inspector Clouseau.

Kato … my jacket, pleeze.

Editors note: Because of the alleged incidents above,
the president of the Patrolmen and Sergeants union, IBPO
Local 496, requested last April that the town manager
investigate the matter. The town manager retained the law
firm of Collins, Loughran & Peloquin to look into the
allegations and surrounding issues.

In the last week of this January, Daniel  Brown of the law
firm released an 11-page report clearing Chief Stanley of
any complaints against him. The union is considering
whether or not to pursue the matter further. Meanwhile,
Inspector Clouseau continues his investigation.

North Andover Town elections for School
Committee and Board of Selectmen will be

held on Tuesday, March 28, 2006

If you would like to write a column
or article for the Valley Patriot,

please contact us at (978) 557-5413
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safety officers have an incentive in their
contract to get paid more money if
incident reports in the schools
decrease.

The newspaper, whose
editor has a personal vendetta
against the school department
and Superintendent Wilfredo
Laboy, purposely mislead the public into
believing that school safety officers are
sweeping things under the rug to get a
bigger paycheck.

The facts are, there was no gun at the
Guilmette School and the public safety
officers don’t get paid any more money if
the number of violent incidents decrease in
the schools.

This reckless and irresponsible
“reporting” has maligned the good officers
who work in the Lawrence schools and
created a panic among parents and students
in the school system.

N. Andover School Committee
Minutes on Line

Thanks to the efforts of North Andover
School Committee member Bill Kelly, the
votes of the School Committee (called
“minutes”) are now posted on line at www.

northandover.k12.ma.us.

Bill Callahan Correction

In the last edition of The Valley
Patriot we mistakenly reported that
our Valley Patriot of the month,
Bill Callahan, had only one child.
He has six.

Lawrence

TOM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOKT  T  TOM DUGGAN'S NO OM DUGGAN'S NO OM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOK TEBOOK TEBOOK

Lantigua Heads Black Caucus
It is true that Lawrence state

Rep. Willie Lantigua never
passes up an opportunity

to use (and create) racial
tensions to get

ahead in the
world of cheap
politics, but
now he has

even topped himself.

Lantigua, a foreign-born Dominican, was
recently elected as the head of the Democrat
Black Caucus at the State House. Shortly
thereafter, Lantigua voted against making
the seat belt law a primary offense (meaning
police can pull you over for just not wearing
your seatbelt), citing that police would use
the law to racially profile blacks and Latinos
(because we all know how racist the evil
white cops are in Massachusetts).

It looks like ol’ Willie has found a new
constituency to preach his racist paranoia
to these days. So, we want to wish the
Democrat Black Caucus and Willie Lantigua
a long and wonderful relationship together;
they certainly deserve each other.

*MEDIA WATCH*
No Gun at the Guilmette

One of the Spanish language
“newspapers” in the city of Lawrence
reported last week that a student at
the Guilmette brought a gun to school
and that parents were not notified
of the incident. The so-called
newspaper (not Siglo21) also
falsely reported that school

Camasso for Comptroller

When Lawrence Mayor Mike
Sullivan tried to appoint Lawrence
resident David Camasso to be the city

comptroller, he was rejected by the
City Council.  But the majority of
those councilors who opposed
Camasso have either been

defeated or have decided not to run for
reelection. So, with the resignation of Mr.
Limperis (the man chosen over Camasso),
Mayor Sullivan has another chance to ap-
point Camasso and correct the in-
justice he endured at the hands of
the precious Council. A brief look
at the votes on the City Council
shows that Camasso would most
likely have the support to get
confirmed this time around.
Sullivan should poke Carlos
Matos and Israel Reyes in the eye
and resubmit Camasso’s name.

And CORI Checks for All

Newly elected Lawrence
School Committeeman Patricia
Sanchez thinks School
Committee members ought to be able to visit
the schools without permission of the
superintendent. But she also said at a recent
meeting that she thinks committee members
ought to be subject to a CORI check
(criminal background check) before visiting
city schools just as any teacher or parent
volunteer would have to. What a great idea!
You just never know about some of these
elected officials and it is always better to be
safe than sorry. Of course, if the School

Committee passes such a policy I hope it
also includes the superintendent of schools
(if his contract doesn’t already call for it).  I
also hope that the School Committee can
get the policy passed without the
runaround of first having to form a
subcommittee, a study group, the approval
of the Department of Education or the U.N.
(as seems to be the practice any time a
School Committee member wants to write or
change a policy.)

Patriot Bridge in Methuen

When Methuen Mayor Sharon
Pollard dedicated the Patriot Bridge to

the Methuen victims of 9/11, she
apparently ticked off other officials

by having a plaque with her name
on it mounted on the bridge.
Now our sources in Methuen
say that the transportation
department is planning on
removing the plaque with
Pollard’s name.

And Look Who Voted
to Give In-State Tuition

for Illegals

Lawrence state Rep. Willie Lantigua and
North Andover Rep. David (where-is-he)
Torrisi apparently feel that their authority
as elected officials includes giving your tax
money to illegal aliens who are taking up
seats in state colleges that should be filled
by legal residents. Both Torrisi and Lantigua
were the only Merrimack Valley lawmakers
to pander to the Dominican population by
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