
“I’d note that in my service as

governor, I’ve never had someone

come up to me and say 'you know

what, my kids are just not learning

enough about sex in school; they’re

just not getting enough of it  ... I

have, however, had a number

of people tell me that they

think we should have

abstinence education in

school…”
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What Does Your Fifth Grader Know about AIDS?

Cardiovascular

Disease # 1

Killer in

America!

One would think that cancer kills more
people in the United States, judging by the
amount of information regularly
disseminated through the media about this
disease.  However, most are not aware that
cardiovascular disease is the number one
killer of both men and women in the United
States, more than cancer, chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease,
Alzheimer’s, diabetes and accidents
combined.

According to the American Heart
Association, in the United States, 71.3
million people are diagnosed with heart
disease annually.  Statistics also estimate
that 930,000 people die from cardiovascular
disease every year—494,400 from coronary
disease; 180,000 from cardiac arrest; and
approximately 163,000 from strokes.

Although men and women from all ethnic
backgrounds are affected by heart disease,
women tend to have higher incidence rates
than men.  While 33.1 million men develop
heart disease, 38.2 million women are
diagnosed with cardiovascular disease
annually.  Moreover, statistics for mortality
rates also reflect disparities among genders,
with 483,800 women and 426,800 men
expected to die from heart disease this year.

In addressing this disparity, the
American Heart Association launches an
annual “National Wear Red Day” campaign
on the first Friday in February, encouraging
women, and men, to wear red and unite in
this national movement to give women a
personal and urgent wake-up call about
their risk for heart disease.

As with all diseases, ethnicity impacts
incidence and mortality rates for
cardiovascular disease.  African-
Americans lead incident rates (42.9%),
followed by Whites (33.6%) and Hispanics/
Latinos (29.3%).  On the other hand, Whites
have the highest mortality rates, with
787,400 annual deaths, followed by the
Hispanics/Latinos with 117,000, and
African-Americans with 104,800.

There are various types of
cardiovascular diseases and conditions,
which include high blood pressure,
coronary heart disease, heart failure,
stroke, congenital cardiovascular defects,
and peripheral arterial disease.

According to a study released by the
American Heart Association, the
breakdown of deaths from the major
cardiovascular diseases are: coronary heart

Vilma Lora,
Greater Lawrence YWCA

Continued on Page

Does your fifth grader know about AIDS?
Does your fifth grader know of the “myths
of AIDS”? Do you want your fifth grader
being taught about AIDS in school?

Many parents in North Andover this week
are asking themselves these same questions
after their children came home with a letter
about a fifth grade health initiative with its
classes called “growing up” and “staying
healthy.”

During these classes, fifth graders will be
taught “Information regarding the immune
system and communicable diseases,
including AIDS, relevant to this age group.”

This flyer was given to school children
who put it in their backpacks to bring home
to their parents, just like any other notice.
Not surprisingly, many students read the
flyer before bringing it home.

According to one mother of a Thomson
School fifth grader, her 11-year-old  daughter
came home confused, asking her, “What is
AIDS?”

The flyer given out by the North Andover
School Department goes on to state “the
unit (class) will dispel myths about AIDS,
discuss the immune system, and briefly
explain how communicable diseases are
transmitted.”

The Thomson mother, shocked at reading
the flyer, asked The Valley Patriot editors,
“What myths does my fifth grader have
about AIDS? She does not even know what
AIDS is!”

Even more concerning to parents who
contacted The Valley Patriot was the
connection between AIDS and sex. One
mother rhetorically asked, “How can they
teach about AIDS and communicable
diseases without teaching my kids about
sex?”

The flyer then informs parents about the
state policy that parents may “opt-out” their
children during classes involving human
sexual education. To opt-out, the parent
needs to write a letter to the principal.

Continued on Page 4
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Valley Patriot Ace-Reporter
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interviews N. Andover
Superintendent Harry

Harutunian
Don Campbell joined the military in 1978.

He was commissioned into ROTC at
Pittsburgh State University in Pittsburg,
Kansas. After serving active duty for his
first two years in Kansas, Don was sent to
Germany at the height of the cold war and
stationed at various bases around the city
of Stuttgart, Germany.

At the time, Don says, there were serious
problems with terrorism in Europe and on
military bases in particular. Explosions on
American bases were frequent, Campbell
recalls, “ it was a big problem even though
we were technically in peacetime.”

Don served in Germany for about five
years and trained on the East/West border
between the two Germanys.

Amid the tension and the hostile
environment, Campbell says it was there that

A monthly report on innovative
businesses, practices, and ideas that
are helping to make the Merrimack
Valley a world class destination.

In n o v a t i o n
V a l l e y

Page 17

he met his wife Linda. “I went to the
American Express office to exchange
currency in December of 1980, and while I
was standing in line I met this cute
lieutenant named Linda Dean.”
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The owners and editors of The Valley Patriot signed the marriage

petition to allow the voters of Massachusetts to vote on whether or

not marriage should be defined as between a man and a woman.

Decisions of this import and scope, impacting traditions that have

stood for thousands of years, should be decided by the people,

not a judge.  We signed because we believe in democracy and the

right of citizen petition.

Now, Mass. Equality is attempting to intimidate us by posting

our names as well as all 140,000 signatories on their website.  We

are more resolute to continue to speak out and support signing

petitions so fringe groups, like Mass Equality, do not insult the

process.

Mass Equality explains that listing the names of all petition signers

will lead to more dialog about gay marriage and make petitioners

more accountable to others for their voting record. There is no

shortage of dialog on this issue.  That rationale reminds us of the

way some totalitarianism regimes run their elections.

The secret ballot underpins the foundations of democratic

government.  It makes the distinction between a rubber stamp

dictatorship and a democratic election where everyone is free to

vote for whom or what they please, without threat or intimidation.

Our nation and other democracies are founded on the principle

that a citizen is answerable only to his conscience for his vote or

his signature. Those who preach differently undermine the

democratic process for their own selfish and parochial ends.

Hooray!  Hamas Won!
Many now wring their hands over the ascendancy of Hamas in

the Palestinian elections.  In disbelief, they ask, “What has the

democratic process wrought?  A government of terrorists?”

But there may be a silver lining that clears away the haze!

Now there are no more excuses that suicide bombings are just

the product of an “extreme fringe group.”  The Palestinians are
now setting their government’s policy, and if destruction of Israel
is the policy, they own it.  The government can’t say, “Terrorism is

not our fault.  We really want peace and we’re doing the best we

can.”  There can be no more games and liberal baloney about liars
like Arafat.

Now, there will be no more foreign aid to the PLO, a sinkhole of
corruption.  If Hamas wants financial assistance, it has to earn it.

Now, suicide bombings become state-sponsored acts of war, since
they would be explicitly the policy of a democratically elected
government. Acts of war can be responded to with military

retaliation ... BOMBS AWAY!!

The benefits of democracy will eventually occur.  It may take

years, but now the Palestinian people get to pick their policies and

pay the piper.  Over time, they’ll finally learn to be civilized, or
they’ll all be dead.  They can take their pick.

We’re finally on the road to peace.  Three cheers!

To the Editor,

 Most of the media did not pay much
attention to 26 words in Governor Mitt
Romney's recent State of the State
speech. He said, "And, there's more on
my agenda for the coming year.  I'll work
for a program that gives seniors a better
choice to age in their homes."

 Just a few words, but it speaks
volumes for what seniors and their
families, as well as disabled adults, want
regarding a "better choice," i.e., care at
home.

 The age-old idea of a one-way ticket
to a nursing home as you become more
disabled is simply not acceptable anymore
to either elders or adults.  Older people,
and the disabled, want to be cared for at
home. We need to have the benefits of a
rehabilitative stay if needed in a quality
institutional setting.

But following that hopefully brief stay
in an institutional setting, we are likely
to want to return home where we can
live more independently.

The choices available now to elders are
very limited in terms of paying for this
choice and quite often our elders are
forced to stay in an institutional setting
simply because the current payment
system is designed to keep them there.

The legislature at this very moment has
in its hands a solution to this issue.  It's
called the "equal choice" bill, and it's
sitting in the hands of the governor's
listeners, but not to advocates of the
elderly and disabled who want to see
change in our Long Term Care policies.
The governor was right: we all deserve
"a better choice" in where and how we
receive the care that someday we will
all likely need.

Rosanne J. DiStefano,

Executive Director, Elder Services of the
Merrimack Valley, Inc.

To the Editor:

An open letter to North Adnover state
Senators Bruce Tarr, Steve Baddour, and
Representatives David Torrisi and
Barbara L’Italien

From: concerned constituents and
taxpayers of North Andover.

We are requesting that you lobby for
improved state aid and the following
legislative changes for our community:
a) provide municipal government
the same financial flexibility on
health insurance enjoyed by the
state government; (b) provide
state funds to cover 100% of
special education expenses so no
one city or town faces an undue
burden; and (c) disburse all net
proceeds from lottery revenues to
the cities and towns.

In reviewing the governor's Budget
that was released last week, North
Andover has a minimal net gain in state
funding.

Under laws passed by the leadership
on Beacon Hill, we are forced to pay for
busing, SPED costs and health insurance
costs that are essentially unfunded
mandates.

If you intend to pass and support these
intiatives, the funding needs to
accompany said intiatives.

As a community, we seem to bear the
burden of the most taxes paid but with
minimal return on our investment. It
seems we are punished for our success.

We all work hard and pay our bills, but
the special interests that lobby Beacon
Hill receive more concern than we do.
Perhaps, we need to band together to
become a special interest on our own
behalf.

We look forward to your response and
thank you kindly for your time.

Dawn Crescitelli, North Andover

DON'T WORRY TROOPS!
WE  DEMOCRATS  GOT  YOUR  BACK!

(C) Copyright Sacred Cow www.sacredcow.com
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WASHINGTON,
D.C. — The pro-life
movement has
passed the tipping
point. Consider
three stories:

Haleigh’s Story:

One day after the
Supreme Judicial
Court of Mass-

achusetts told the state’s Department of
Social Services that it could remove a
feeding tube from 11-year-old Haleigh
Poutre, the little girl — rendered comatose
last year by a savage
beating and burning
from her step-father
— suddenly emerged
from her “vegetative
state,” breathing on
her own and
responding to
stimuli.

Had she not
stirred, she now
would be in the final
days of life. As far as
state authorities were concerned, she had
no right to live. She was costing money and
taking up space.

Sage physicians declared her beyond
helping and beyond hope. Her mother
wanted her gone, declaring the coma “not a
life.” And the Department of Social Services
— the people who in theory help the
downtrodden — prepared to starve her. This
would be the same Department of Social
Services that had ignored 17 previous cases
of child abuse, accepting the “explanation”
that the child willfully burned her own skin,
broke her own bones and hit herself on the
head with an aluminum baseball bat.

The department now proposes to keep the
child alive. Gov. Mitt Romney, meanwhile,
has organized an investigation. But nobody
has proposed changing the rules that put
Haleigh one breath away from physician
assisted capital punishment.

The Stem-Cell Scam:

Dr. Hwang Woo-suk, the world’s most
venerated stem-cell researcher, has been un-
masked as a fraud. His research, which pur-
ported to create stem cell lines from
pluripotent embryonic stem cells, was com-
plete fiction — down to the pictures used in
articles published by Science, one of the
world’s most august scientific journals.

Hwang’s research was hailed across the
globe, mainly by advocates of embryonic
stem cell research, which requires the
destruction of human embryos. Hwang’s
breakthroughs were considered so
compelling that 58 members of the U.S.
Senate signed a letter urging President Bush
to reconsider his decision not to permit the
further destruction of human embryos for
the purposes of such research.

Now, the revelation unmasks not only the
gullibility of politicians who wish to wear
the raiments of “science,” but also the
cravenness of the embryo-destruction
movement — which had promised miracle
cures for everything from brain disease to
cancer. The news strengthens the case for
dumping embryonic stem-cell work entirely

The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article
submissions from elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average
citizens, and newsmakers. Though we may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions,
our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to receive important information from those
who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing" policy employed by most
newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published without
the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or article for
The Valley Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com

Our Voice is Your Voice
OPINIONS

Thinking Outside
the Box!
Dr. Charles Ormsby

The Four Horsemen
of the Apocalypse

Continued on Page 25

Want a depressing experience? Attend a
meeting of your local Board of Selectmen or
School Committee. By the time you leave,
you will know with certainty that the end of
the world is just around the corner.

The bottom line is that the revenues
projected for next year are not sufficient to
continue providing the same services that
are being provided this year. Projected
costs significantly exceed projected
revenues.

Local officials
would have you
believe that there are
only two choices: cut
services through
layoffs or increase
revenue by raising
taxes.

How silly! This is
the same as saying,
after being
diagnosed with cancer, “I can either go to
bed and waste away or I can take pain killers
and make believe all is well.”

How about a third way? Shouldn’t we
identify the underlying cause of the disease
and correct it? Now that would be a novel
approach!

Costs aren’t rising much faster than
revenue for no reason. Yes, Proposition 2 ½
restrains the rate of revenue growth, but not
unreasonably. On the other hand, costs are
rising unreasonably. Why is that? Maybe,
skyrocketing costs are merely the symptom
of underlying problems that need to be
corrected.

We need to identify these problems, not
cover them up with higher taxes. In fact,
raising taxes would be counter-productive.
Like morphine, more revenue would make
the pain go away for a brief period, but it
would also undermine any incentive to cure
the disease.

Which brings us to the four horsemen of
the apocalypse. No, I’m not referring to War,

Or, why do our legislators fiddle while their
districts are burning?

Famine, Pestilence and Death. Nor am I
referring to any of our local legislators,
although, through their inaction and
neglect, they bear substantial responsibility
for the havoc being inflicted.

The four horsemen are hard at work and
the apocalypse is nearly upon us. Putting
our heads in the sand ensures calamity. The
only way to escape the apocalypse is to
confront the horsemen head on.

Let’s take them one
at a time … the
biggest and toughest
first.

1. Lack of school
choice. Prescription:
Education Stamps
(vouchers).

This analysis is not
focused only on the
failings of our

government educational model. However,
since education costs eat up roughly two-
thirds of the budgets of our cities and towns,
it is not surprising that failure of our strategy
to educate our children will bring down the
house. Being grossly inefficient with two-
thirds of our resources is like having two-
thirds of our arteries clogged and wondering
why we are feeling under the weather.

Choice and competition are central to the
efficient delivery of almost every service
you can imagine. While there may be some
opportunities for greater competition in the
delivery of municipal services (e.g., road
repairs, ambulances, flag details, water
treatment, libraries and, maybe, even fire
suppression services), education is by far
the most glaring example of a service that
should be privatized. (See last month’s
article: Education Stamps.)

Offering Education Stamps is the proper
first step to address the lack of competition
in education. Give every child a coupon

(it has a much better record of producing
cancers than cures) in favor of harvesting
stem cells from umbilical-cord blood or adult
sources. (I have some experience along
these lines. Thanks to the miracle of adult
stem cells, the hair I lost during
chemotherapy has returned darker and
curlier than the gray strands that had fallen
out.)

The Invisible March:

This year’s Pro-Life March on
Washington, timed to coincide with the
anniversary of the awful Roe v. Wade
decision, featured its youngest crowd yet.
Not only did high school students attend in

droves, so did
younger mothers and
fathers.

Although the
antique press (a term
I have stolen from
powerlineblog.com)
ignored the
gathering and the
influx, the
demographic trend
tells the story: The

abortion movement and its offspring (to use
an oddly fitting metaphor) are on the ropes.

Abortion has lost its sheen because
somewhere along the line, its advocates
took the fateful but inevitable step of
spurning the right to life in favor of a duty
to die. The “unwanted” became an
encumbrance to be excised in the name of
“choice” — or worse, in the name of
“dignity.”

Before long, lawyers matched the dawn-
of-life practice of abortion with the end-of-
life business of euthanasia. They crafted a
“right to die,” spawned directly by abortion
law and the claim that a dignified death is
preferable to a difficult life.

Note: These “rights” are forced upon the
helpless, not exercised for their benefit or
protection. They express fashionable
society’s revulsion of imperfection and pain
— its view that it’s better to die than to suffer,
better to expire than linger as a shell of one’s
former self.

Modern Americans seem absurdly
determined to wipe away all evidence of
what previous generations understood and
accepted about life — its pains, challenges,
surprises; its miraculous beginnings and
eventual endings. The fear of hardship has
created a cult of death. An obliging Supreme
Court has crafted a jurisprudence to justify
murders of convenience. More precisely, it
supports the destruction of those whose
inconvenient predicaments remind us that
life sometimes is supposed to be hard —
and that the worst times can also be the
best.

And that’s a lesson that not even courts
and politicians can kill.

Haleigh's Story, Stem Cells,
and the March for Life

The “unwanted” became an

encumbrance to be excised in

the name of “choice” — or

worse, in the name of “dignity.”

...Before long, lawyers

matched the dawn-of-life

practice of abortion with the

end-of-life business of

euthanasia.

Tony Snow, Fox News

To find out more about Tony Snow and
read features by other Creators

Syndicate writers and cartoonists, visit
the Creators Syndicate web page at

www.creators.com.

COPYRIGHT 2006 CREATORS
SYNDICATE INC.

Offering Education Stamps is
the proper first step to address
the lack of competition in
education. Give every child a
coupon worth a large fraction
of the cost currently incurred
in our schools that their
parents can spend on
education at the school of their
choice.
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Kindergarten – 8th Grade
Any student entering Kindergarten

must be 5 years old by September 1st

Pre-Kindergarten:  Full Day / Half
Day Programs

Age accepted 3.9 years old by
September 1st

St. Mary of the
Assumption School

301 Haverhill Street * Lawrence, MA  01840
Tel (978) 685-2091     Fax (978) 688-7244

Catholic Schools:

“An Advantage For Life”

“Restoring Faith in Education Since 1859"

STRONG ACADEMIC PROGRAM

Early Morning Program Club: 7:00AM -7:30AM
After School Program 2:00PM – 5:30PM

(Grades Pre-K to 5)

Financial Aid Available
* Breakfast / Lunch Available

Office Staff Bilingual ( Se Habla Español )

Massachusetts

Under current state law, public schools
must inform parents when classes involve
sex education and give them the choice to
have their children opt-out of those classes.
The law also gives local control to school
committees to decide which grades should
receive “health education” and what kind
of material can be covered.

But the current law might be changing if
the Massachusetts Legislature approves
House Bill 1641, which would make health
education mandatory, stripping local control
from parents and school boards.

The Legislature’s Education Committee
heard testimony last week regarding bill
H1641 requiring health education in all
public schools from kindergarten to 12th

grade.

Health education, including sex education,
would become a required core curriculum
subject and would no longer be an option
decided by the local community’s school
officials.

H1641 is being sponsored by state
Representative Alice Wolf (D-Cambridge)
and co-sponsored by dozens of other
representatives, including North Andover
Representative, Barbara L’Italien.

L’Italien said she supports the bill
because she believes the state should
mandate such education.

“I believe that Health Education in the
schools should be expanded state-wide only
if funding is provided to cover the additional
cost,” L’Italien told the Valley Patriot.

“The curriculum would have fourteen
components to include information about
nutrition; physical activity and fitness; the
dangers of drugs, alcohol, and smoking; in
addition to sex education. Currently there is
an opt-out option for parents to the sex-ed
part. We need to educate children so they
can make responsible decisions to reduce
risky behaviors, prevent disease and lead
healthy lives,” L’Italien added.

If passed, health education classes, like
the one being taught to fifth graders in
North Andover, will be regulated by the state
and parents may no longer be able to opt-
out.

William Kelly, a member of the North
Andover School Committee, is opposed to
both the Mandatory Health Bill as well as
North Andover fifth graders being taught
about AIDS.

 “I am opposed to the State taking away
from local communities the ability to control
how or what we teach in regard to health
education and in particular sex education,
said Kelly. “ This is another example of the
State pushing a new initiative down our
throats when we are struggling to provide a
basic education in the important core areas
of math, reading, science and the arts,” he
continued. “Furthermore, if there was ever
an area where local communities need to
have a say in what is taught in our schools
this is one of them.”

 As to fifth graders being taught about
AIDS or any other sexually transmitted
disease, Kelly states, “fifth grade is too early
and it is inappropriate for this age group.
The flu or how to prevent getting a cold or
exercise and good nutrition is fine, but not
on the dangers of STD’s. I’m not opposed
to teaching about the dangers of STD’s with
the parental opt-out staying in place to older
kids in 8th grade at the earliest, but not fifth
graders,” Kelly stated.

The Lawrence and Methuen public
schools coincidentally also begin teaching
their fifth graders about AIDS and the ways
it can be transmitted.

 When Superintendent Laboy came to
Lawrence, he revamped the health
education curriculum throughout the
schools, limiting the scope of what
youngsters are learning at the early grades.
Laboy also refused to allow the radical group
“Lawrence Grassroots Initiative” to pass out
homosexual literature at Lawrence High
School. “Because there was no School
Committee policy in place regarding such
material being distributed in the schools,”
Laboy said, “it clearly falls under the
discretion of the superintendent of schools.
So I said no.”

Laboy also began enforcing the policy of
giving parents the choice to opt-out of any
sex education classes. “We provide
information to the parents when we are
going to be teaching sexual material,” he
said. “I believe it is most important for
parents to decide where and when it is
appropriate for their children to learn about
sex and AIDS,” he added.

In Lawrence, AIDS education, including
sex education, is touched upon beginning
in the fifth grade. The schools get into more
detail in the late middle school grades and
then more in depth at the high school level.
Parents are notified before these classes are
taught and any parent who is uncomfortable
or objects to a child receiving such
education may opt-out at any time.

According to Dr. Maryellen Rancourt,
director of curriculum and grantsmanship
in Methuen, the transmission of AIDS and
hepatitis is taught to fifth graders by
discussing blood-to-blood contact and by
teaching students such essentials as not to
become “blood sisters” with their friends
and not to touch someone’s open wound.
Rancourt said that students are taught that
if a friend is bleeding, to get a teacher or
parent immediately and never touch the
blood.

“In Methuen, we focus on teaching our
students about being safe around other
people’s blood,” says Dr. Rancourt. “All of
the classes are taught by grade-certified
health educators,” she added. “We also
discuss hepatitis and tell the children not to
pick up needles they might see on a
playground.”

Brian Camenker, director of the Article 8
Alliance, opposes H1641 and testified last
week before the Education Committee. “If
health education becomes a core subject,
parents will lose control over what their
children are taught when it comes to sexual
education,” said Camenker.

“Right now,” he continued “parents can
opt-out their children, but if the current bill
passes and health is mandated from
kindergarten to 12th grade, then parents will
lose that right.” Proponents of the bill argue
that parents can still opt-out, but Camenker
disputed that, asking, “Do you know of any
other core subjects, like math, science or
history, where parents can remove their
children from the classroom?”

Sex Education: From Page 1

Camenker however, supports another bill
also before the Education Committee, House
Bill 1050. H1050  would make attendance
proactive on the part of the parents by
allowing them to opt in rather than opt-out
of sex education classes.

Representative Joyce Spiliotis (D-
Peabody) is the lead sponsor of H1050. But,
Camenker says, “Representative Spiliotis
was also supporting H1641 as well, until she
reviewed the health curriculum framework,”
Now, says Camenker, Spiliotis is only
supporting H1050.

Lawrence Superintendent Wilfredo Laboy
said he supports the opt-in bill as well,
saying “the opt-in provision ensures that
parents are really informed of the information
being taught to their children by requiring
expressed permission before the child can
attend the classes as opposed to a child
“forgetting” to bring the notification home
and as a result the child ends up attending
those classes.”

“It puts more control in the hands of
parents,” says Laboy, “and I support
parental input and parental involvement.”

Following the testimony of the mandatory
health education bill, Governor Romney
issued a statement opposing the bill, saying,

Paula Porten is an Attorney at the
Tarshi Law Office in Lawrence and a
former member of the N. Andover Finance
Committee. If you have any questions or
comments about this story you can email
your comments to Valleypatriot@aol.com

“We provide
information to
the parents

when we are
going to be
teaching sexual

material.  I believe it is most

important for parents to
decide where and when it is
appropriate for their children
to learn about sex and AIDS.”

“the decision to offer such courses should
rest with parents and local school boards.”

“I’d note that in my service as governor,
I’ve never had someone come up to me and
say: You know what? My kids are just not
learning enough about sex in school.
They’re just not getting it.” Romney added.
“I have, however, had a number of people
tell me that they think we should have
abstinence education in school…”

Governor Romney is encouraging more
schools to teach abstinence-based
education and says that there is federal
money for such programs.

Currently, parents of fifth graders in North
Andover and other school districts like
Methuen and Lawrence still have the right
to decide whether or not to have their child
attend health classes that include AIDS
education. Further, local school boards still
decided the health curriculum.

But if H1641 is passed, that may all
change.

"I believe that Health Education in the schools
should be expanded state-wide only if funding is
provided to cover the additional cost.  The cur-
riculum would have fourteen components to include
information about nutrition; physical activity and
fitness; the dangers of drugs, alcohol, and

smoking; in addition to sex education.

State Rep. Barbara L'Italien
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This cartoon sparked Arab
violence, riots, fires, Muslim on
Muslim murders and a call by
their so called "religious
leaders" to rise up and continue
violence around the world.
Apparently they missed the
American media reports calling
Islam the "Religion of Peace."

Posten to account for “abusing Islam in the
name of democracy, human rights and
freedom of expression.”

Rasmussen, in a rare show of European
spine, steadfastly refused to appease the
howlers.

As a result, anti-Denmark sentiment has
simmered over the last four months, and it
boiled over this past week. In Gaza City,
masked Palestinian gunmen representing
the so-called "Religion of Peace" raided a
European Union office to protest the
cartoons. Muslims burned Danish flags and
banners depicting Rasmussen (American
and Norwegian flags, as well as portraits of
President Bush, were thrown into the fire
for good measure).

 A Danish company, Arla Foods, reports
that two of its employees in Saudi Arabia
were beaten by angry customers. Danish aid
workers are evacuating Gaza in fear for their
lives.

The country now faces an international
boycott from Muslim nations whose fist-
clenched protesters led chants this week of
“War on Denmark, Death to Denmark”
while firing bullets in the air.

Soft-on-terror mouthpieces are blaming
the messenger for the conflagration. Former
appeaser-in-chief Bill Clinton condemned the
cartoons as “appalling” and “totally
outrageous.” Where was Clinton’s
condemnation of the gun-wielding, death-
threat-issuing, flag-burning bullies of Islam
who have targeted Denmark for jihad?

On the Internet, supporters of free speech
have launched a “Buy Danish” campaign in
solidarity with the nation under siege. But
this isn’t just about Denmark. American-
based Muslim activists are on an angry
campaign to stifle the speech of talk show
hosts (most recently, KFI morning host Bill
Handel in Los Angeles) who offend their
sensibilities.

And on Tuesday afternoon in advance of
the State of the Union address, the Council
on American-Islamic Relations issued an
ultimatum warning President Bush to “avoid
the use of hot-button terms such as ‘Islamo-
fascism,’ ‘militant jihadism,’ ‘Islamic
radicalism’ or ‘totalitarian Islamic empire’”
in his speech — in other words, advising
Bush not to identify our enemies for the sake
of tolerance and diversity.

First, they came for the cartoonists. Then,
they came for the filmmakers and talk show
hosts and namers of evil. Next, who knows?

The newspaper was making a vivid
editorial point about European artists’ fear
of retaliation for drawing any pictures of
Muhammad at all. (Remember: It’s been a
little over a year since Dutch filmmaker Theo
van Gogh was murdered by an Islamist
gunman over his movie criticizing violence
against women in Islamic societies.)

A Danish author had reported last fall that
he couldn’t find an illustrator for a book
about Muhammad; the Jyllands-Posten
editors rose to the challenge by calling on
artists to send in their submissions and
publishing the 12 entries they received in
response (available at michellemalkin.com/
archives/004413.htm).

The reaction to the cartoons has
resoundingly confirmed the fears those
artists expressed about radical Islamic
intolerance and violence.

In fact, the Jyllands-Posten reported, two
of the illustrators received death threats and
went into hiding. The Pakistani Jamaaat-e-
Islami party placed a 5,000-kroner bounty
on the cartoonists’ heads. A terrorist outfit

called the
“ G l o r y
Brigades”
has threat-
e n e d
s u i c i d e
bombings
in Denmark
over the
artwork.

Desp i t e
how re-
l a t i v e l y
tame the
pictures actually are (compared not only to
Western standards, but also to the vicious,
anti-Semitic propaganda regularly churned
out by Arab cartoonists), the drawings have
literally inflamed the radical Muslim world
and its apologists.

Eleven Muslim ambassadors to
Copenhagen immediately protested to
Danish Prime Minister Anders Fogh
Rasmussen demanding retractions from the
newspaper. The ambassador of Turkey
urged Rasmussen to call the Jyllands-

Something very
important is happening
in Denmark - a
showdown over
freedom, tolerance, and
their wolfish menaces in
religious clothing. So,
please, turn off

“American Idol,” put down the Game Boy
for a moment, and pay attention. This does
affect you.

Last October, a Danish newspaper called
the Jyllands-Posten published a dozen
cartoons of the prophet Muhammad.

The illustrations included various
depictions of the prophet Muhammad, some
innocuous (Muhammad walking in a pas-
ture) and a few with provocative references
to radical Islamic terrorism. One showed
Muhammad with a bomb in his turban;
(pictured here) another had Muhammad
wielding a sword in front of two, wide-eyed
Muslim women covered in black abayas;
another featured a cartoonist hunched over
his desk, sweating in fear, as he drew
Muhammad in suicide bomb-like apparel.

Fight the Bullies of Islam
Michelle Malkin

Michelle Malkin is author of the
new book “Unhinged: Exposing
Liberals Gone Wild.” Her e-mail
address is malkin@comcast.net.
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