
8   The Valley Patriot    August - 2006

I've Moved!

North Andover

Robert O’Koniewski
The Law Office of

181 Canal Street,
Suite 310
Lawrence

(978) 688-0029

Attorney at Law

North Andover Selectmen Dan Lanen and Jim Xenakis
proudly display their voting cards to show opposition to
last month’s proposed trash fees at Town Meeting.

“Matter of Taste” to Benefit
N. Andover Senior Center

The Friends hope that the van will be delivered by the
state by the end of this year.  The scholarships pay for
classes offered by the center.

The mission of the Friends of the North Andover Senior
Center is to provide educational, financial and social
support to the director, staff and all of the seniors who
enjoy the center. The friends have three main fundraising
events year: the Matter of Taste in the fall, the Gala of
Trees in November and December, and the Spring Variety
Show.

Membership to join the Friends is open to everyone
and the Friends always welcomes and is looking for
working members. Tickets for Matter of Taste are $40.00.
For tickets or to become a member, please call (978) 937-
4132. Tickets can also be purchased at the Senior Center
or at the door on the 19th.

Come to the Stevens Estate on September 19, 2006 for a
wonderful evening of delicious food and wine tasting.

The Friends of the North Andover Senior Center, Inc. is
hosting a gala event called “Matter of Taste” on September
19th from 6:30pm-9:00pm at the Stevens Estate. Ten local
restaurants are participating in the event and wine tasting
is being provided by local  winery, Red Oak Winery.  There
will also be a silent auction and raffle.

The event was a huge success last year, raising almost
$10,000 with the proceeds going to help supplement the
North Andover Senior Center.

With monies raised from fundraising events, the Friends
have purchased a van, bought 10 long tables, computer
and electronic equipment, have given out 16 scholarships
and pay for the mailings of 4000 Four Seasons Newsletters
quarterly.

Magi Consulting

www.magi-consulting.com

Albert HendersonAlbert HendersonAlbert HendersonAlbert HendersonAlbert Henderson

ConsultantConsultantConsultantConsultantConsultant

18 Stover Lane18 Stover Lane18 Stover Lane18 Stover Lane18 Stover Lane
Haverhill MA 01832Haverhill MA 01832Haverhill MA 01832Haverhill MA 01832Haverhill MA 01832

Phone: 978-521-6757Phone: 978-521-6757Phone: 978-521-6757Phone: 978-521-6757Phone: 978-521-6757
Cell: 978-265-1000Cell: 978-265-1000Cell: 978-265-1000Cell: 978-265-1000Cell: 978-265-1000

We fix hardware, computer
networking, software conflicts,
viruses, spyware, adware, install
networks, systems, software and
make sure your operating system is
up and running like the day you
bought it!

ahenderson@magiconsulting.com

From left to right: Martha Cashins, chair of the committee for “A Mattter of Taste,” Faith O’Brien, Barbara
McGovern, and Sarah Dunlap. Not Pictured are: Muriel Katschker, Paula Tuttle, Margaret Devlin, Genn Beaudoin.

The North Andover School Committee plans on
reconvening Tuesday, August 8th at 6:30PM at the high
school. An additional meeting may also be scheduled for
later in August. While an agenda is still being developed,
likely topics include:

Ø Report of the auditors regarding the recent audit

Ø Resolution of the $500K budget deficit in the
“lunch account”

Ø A summary of current positions eliminated through
resignations, retirements and pink slips

Ø An assessment of net benefit savings from lost
positions and health insurance reductions that could be
used to reduce teacher cuts

Ø Potential reduction of some positions to less than
20 hours leading to additional health insurance savings

Ø Review of the classroom impact of existing cuts
and the reduction in impact if several teachers could be
restored at the elementary, middle, and high school levels

Ø Discussion of possible alternative cuts

Ø Discussion of standardized, monthly financial
reporting procedures for FY07

Ø Status of the Middle/High School busing issues

NA School Committee
Back In Session

 Numerous Issues to be
Addressed

Please attend the School Committe meeting
Tuesday, August 8th at 6:30PM
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Let Accurate Paternity Testing of Massachusetts help you resolve these issues

philosopher Frederic Bastiat would have called the new tax
initiative nothing more than “legal plunder.”

These out-of-control tax-and-spenders were led by
Middle School PTAC member Peter Reed and a group called
Taxpayers United For the Future or TUFF. Perhaps the
acronym TUFF really stands for “Taxpayers Unable (to)
Face the Future.” The future, in this case, is one where the
great majority of citizens want North Andover to budget
within the constraints of Proposition 2 ½. It’s very simple:
the town should live within its means like families do.

Reed and TUFF carefully crafted a strategy where they
thought they could get the taxpayers to cough up another
$300 per year by bringing the trash tax before a special
town meeting. They knew a Proposition 2 ½ Override would
never pass since the last two had been defeated by margins
of 2-to-1 or greater. But they also knew that far fewer of
these “No” override voters showed up at town meetings
and if all the school parents turned out en masse, there was
a very good chance they could pass the trash tax.

Normally this would be a good political strategy. After
all, history shows us that people who show up at town
meetings do so because they want something. Usually it’s
money, but sometimes it’s land or a new public building.
History also shows us that these town meeting participants
are far from representing a cross section of the town’s
voters. As a matter of fact, they almost always represent
the opposite point of view of North Andover’s 16,900 voters

when it comes to spending issues.

For example, at last year’s special town meeting
for a new police station, the vote was 176 to 16 in

favor of building it. It was overwhelming. However,
when the issue was put before all the voters a month

later, the $7.3 million funding for it was roundly
defeated 69 percent to 31 percent. In 2002, at an
annual town meeting, the vote to approve a $4 million
override in the budget was so overwhelming that a
count wasn’t even taken. But this override also failed
badly at the polls. It went down to defeat by a margin
of 67 percent to 33 percent.

North Andover

Please vote BRENNAN for one of your reps: Methuen, North Andover, Andover, Georgetown, Boxford, Haverhill.

BRENNAN
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Lawrence “Lonnie” Brennan

www.lonniebrennan.com
9 Hamilton Terrace, Georgetown, MA 01833 Robin O’Malley - Treasurer

Representation, plain and simple.

18th Essex District

Lawrence “Lonnie”

State Rep.

JOIN THE TEAM

In what is now being billed as
the largest town meeting in the
history of Massachusetts, almost
3000 of North Andover’s 16,900
voters showed up on a steamy
July summer night to decide if
homeowners should pay an
additional $300 per year to
support the schools. The
mechanism proposed to do this
was the threat that the town
would not pick up residents’
trash unless they paid the new

tax. This can only be described as a “hostage situation.”
Pay up … or else.

The reason for this whole nightmare scenario was that
the schools wanted the $1.5 million that would be generated
by the trash tax to save teachers’ jobs and educational
programs. We also heard the additional threat that the high
school would likely lose accreditation if the trash tax didn’t
pass.

The people who showed up that night were divided into
two groups: those that came to support the schools at any
cost and vote for the trash tax, and those that had had
enough of the town’s annual efforts to raise taxes/fees to
cover its out-of-control spending. The latter group also
showed an unusual hostility to the schools – probably
aggravated by a year of negative school publicity and
widespread lack of credibility.

The July 10th special town meeting was not called
by the Board of Selectmen – though they were
blamed for it by some of the speakers – but by a
group of tax-and-spend zealots who continually
think that all the town’s problems can be
solved by just throwing more money at
them. Unfortunately, it is these people
who want to force others in town to come
up with the additional money for their own
needs and desires. The word “selfish” comes
to mind, all of a sudden. And the great French

North Andover Citizens Show Their True Colors
So a town meeting venue to get more money for the

schools would normally be good political strategy. However,
this time the tax-and-spenders badly miscalculated. They
did not understand that the “average voter” had had
enough and was angry. Angry enough to show up at a
stifling hot town meeting and express that resentment
towards the tax-and-spenders and the town in general.

Those angry voters didn’t like being dragged out of their
homes that night to sit for hours in insufferable heat, but
they came in huge numbers anyway to send a message to
the town to keep its hands off their money. And to tell the
school department to get its house in order if it ever wants
to earn their respect.

This town meeting was a special event. It was a
happening. It was a demonstration. More than anything
else, however, it showed that huge numbers of voters will
make the extra effort to attend if they think someone is
trying to pull a fast one on them. And that was the
impression they had.

So Reed and TUFF thought that they could pull a fast
one on the residents and it backfired. Badly. Now the School
Committee members (with the exception of Dr. Ormsby)
and the Finance Committee members (with the exception
of Steve Dawe) who supported these misguided efforts
will have to make do with what the Board of Selectmen and
Town Manager recommended months ago. All this
aggravation could have been avoided if these committees
had shown some leadership and sanity.

Three cheers for all those “average voters” – many of
them senior citizens - who went to great effort to attend the
historic July 10th town meeting and send the message
“We’ve had enough! We’re fed up! No more tax increases!”

 That was the night when North Andover showed its
true colors.

Ted Tripp is an International Consultant in high-
tech manufacturing methods. He has BS and
MS degrees in Chemical Engineering from MIT.
You can reach him at tripp@gis.net.

Ted Tripp

101 Amesbury Street, Suite 400 * Lawrence, MA 01840
For more information visit us on the web at www.whatsinyourgenes.net

Call 978-659-0086 to coordinate your test with one of our friendly Case Managers

* Paternity Testing Legal or Piece of Mind

* Home Self Collection

* Motherless

* Social Security

* Child Support

* Adoption

Fast * Painless * Affordable * Confidential

“What’s in your genes”?

* Immigration DNA Testing

* Twin Testing

*Prenatal Testing

*Forensic Analysis

* Infidelity Testing

*Semen Detection

Accurate Paternity Testing of Massachusetts

Sat. Sept 9, 2006
Cocktails - 6:30 PM

Dinner - 7:30 PM
Dancing and fun until 11 PM

Condors 30th

Anniversary Reunion

At The Lawrence Elks Banquet Hall
652 Andover St, Lawrence

Cost: $30 /person
http://30yearsofthecondors.myevent.com/

RSVP by Aug 31st

for more info you can e-mail
jackg1222@hotmail.com

or call Jack at 978-828-1076
 by Aug 31st.
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Thank You to the WLODYKA FAMILY
Lawrence

157 So. Broadway, Lawrence

OFF

(978) 687-1155

OPEN Mon. - Fri.  7:30 - 5:00

$10.00
4 Wheel Alignment Extra

OFFWe Do Inspection
Stickers!

LUBE, OIL & FILTER SPECIAL

$10.00Up to 5 qts. of Oil 10W30

Major Credit Cards and Personal
Checks Accepted

Approved Auto
Repair

A   AA

Wheel
Alignment

Thank You to the WLODYKA FAMILY

The Wlodyka family has owned Tower Hill Variety Store
on Ames Street in Lawrence for more than 28 years. Last
month they decided to sell the store and say good-bye to
the people of Tower Hill.
Throughout the years, the Wlodykas have volunteered

their time coaching Little League games, hosting Christmas
parties for neighborhood children, hosting National Night
Out events, raising money for neighborhood charities, heled
run the Tower Hill Neighborhod Assocation,and been active
in local elections. The Valley Patriot is grateful to the
Wlodyka family for everything they have done and will
continue to do for the people of Lawrence.

8/12 Home  Leominster Razorbacks 1:00PM

8/19 Home  E. Maine Warriors 1:00PM

8/26 Home C.Maine Shockers 1:00PM

9/3 - BYE

All Home Games Are Played at The Newly
Renovated Veterans Memorial Stadium

Please see Page 16 for pics of the opener

9/9 @ N.E. Hurricanes 6:00PM

   9/16 @ Leominster Razorbacks 7:00PM

        9/23 @ E. Maine Warriors 6:00PM

          9/30 Home Seacoast Hawks 1:00PM
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(Aug 5) 7:PM @ So. Maine Raging Bulls
(Aug 12) 7PM @ Home vs. N. Shore Generals
(Aug 19) 7PM @ Medford Mustangs
(Aug 26) 7PM @ So. Maine Raging Bulls
(Sept 2)                  BYE
(Sept 9) 7PM @ Home vs. Connecticut Thunder
(Sept 16) 7PM @ Lowell Noreasters
(Sept 23) 7PM @ North Shore Generals
(Sept 30) 7PM @ Ocean State Vipers

(Aug 5) 7PM @ Home vs. North Shore Generals
(Aug 12) 7PM @ Home vs. So. Maine Raging Bulls
(Aug 19) 7PM @ Home vs. Ocean State Vipers
(Aug 26) 1PM @ North Shore Generals
(Sept 9) 4:30PM @ Boston Bandits
(Sept 16) 6PM @ Home vs. Merrimack Valley Crush
(Sept 23) 6PM @ So. Maine Raging Bulls
(Sept 30) 6PM @ Connecticut Thunder

Lawrence

Lawrence Planning Director Michael R. Sweeney

Planning for
Our Future

* Entertainment Centers
   * Bedroom Sets
     * Living Room Sets
       * Grandfather Clocks
          * Recliners  * Lamps
             * Curios  * Sofas

  i f e s t y l e sL
FURNITURE

Complete Set of Home
Furnishings & Accessories

* 10% OFF w
ith

this A
d!

* Not to be combined with any other offer

Hours: Mon - Sat, 10am - 6pm
Sunday, Noon - 5pm

33 S. Broadway, Lawrence (978) 681-1840

FREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCFREE LOCAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERAL DELIVERYYYYY
* La* La* La* La* Layyyyyaaaaawwwwwaaaaay up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 y up to 1 YrYrYrYrYr.....

The rush for profit sometimes pushes
proper development and public safety to
the side. The desire to please the developer
and the interest in making something
happen can run roughshod over a
neighborhood. Protecting Lawrence from
improper growth and hazardous
developments should be the concern of
local businesses, residents and newspapers.

Lawrence is facing such a dilemma now
as a number of developers are trying to take
advantage of the city and residents. When
developers come in with major projects for
residential units, local government,
businesses and residents must work
together to ensure that ownership, whether
of homes or condos, are central components
of the development. What Bob Ansin is
doing in the Wood Mill is an example of a
good development project that benefits the
city.

Having developers come in to strip-mine
the city for their personal profit is not the
direction to go. Large residential projects
calling for 30, 40 or 50 residential rental units
that target low-income renters is not the
direction for the city of Lawrence to head
in. With a number of church properties
recently sold or on the market, developers
only interested in super-profits will be trying
to hypnotize the public with promises of
preserving the “historical” character of the
property, while destroying the character of
the neighborhood.

Working families in Lawrence need more
opportunities to move into residential
settings that they have an ownership
interest in. Ownership provides families with
a financial anchor and a passport into the
community. Once ownership enters the
equation, a magical transformation takes
places and suddenly the family is more
interested in the neighborhood, the tax rate,
the school system and the crime rate.

Lawrence has reason to be proud of its
long history of being the leader in affordable
rental units. We still are among the leaders

Super-Profit or Community Development?

Michael Sweeney is the planning
director for the city of Lawrence, a
former member of the Lawrence City
Council and School Committee.  You
can e-mail Mr. Sweeney at
Esqsweeney @aol.com.

in the commonwealth in meeting our legal
and moral obligations to provide affordable
rental units. Now Lawrence needs to take
the lead in developing and providing for
residential opportunities that provide for
affordable ownership.

Too many developers are looking to make
a quick super-profit and pack hundreds of
low-income rental units into the city. They
are simply looking to maximize their super-
profit and move on to the next money-
making project. The vision for long-term
neighborhood success is not on their radar
screen. But it should be on ours. It’s time
for the citizens of Lawrence to demand the
same things those citizens in Newton,
Newburyport and Lowell demand –
development that makes long-term sense for
the community.

Young couples and children deserve
developments that provide a path to
ownership and equity in the marketplace.
Creating more rental projects that hold
people back from the opportunity to become
stakeholders will hurt Lawrence in the short
and long term. Let’s send a message to
developers looking to exploit Lawrence for
super-profits – Just say no!

Some Random Baseball Thoughts

John Jordan “Buck” O’Neil not only
deserves to be in the Hall of Fame, it is a
disgrace to baseball that - because he and
other Negro League players were denied the
opportunity to play professionally in Major
League Baseball due to racial hatred - he
has not been inducted into the Hall of Fame
yet. Baseball has taken a major step by
electing 12 Negro League individuals. Let’s
get Mr. O’Neil there before he dies.

ALL Home Games Played at
Cawley Stadium in Lowell

Sweeney: Mr. Torrisi, tell us about the
history of the N.E.F.L. Is this a new
organization?

Torrisi: Not at all. The N.E.F.L. was
founded in 1994 by Chairman Matt Brien,
Commissioner Bob Oreal, Vice-President
and Treasurer John Motta, Secretary
Christine Torrisi, and myself as League
President and Director of Marketing.
Originally, the League consisted of only four
teams: the Lawrence Lightning, the Greater
Lawrence Grizzlies, the Rockingham
Reapers and the Haverhill Rage. The first
year was a success because the League had
adopted a stringent set of rules, regulations
and bylaws that kept everything on and off
the field highly organized. All game officials
were certified Eastern Mass. high school
officials and all rules were strictly enforced
right down to the uniform rule. It was these
things that gave the N.E.F.L. credibility and
allowed for media coverage by local
newspapers. The Lawrence Lightning
became the League’s first champion by
defeating the Haverhill Rage.

Sweeney: Has the League been able to
expand beyond Massachusetts?

Torrisi: In fact, because of our continued
success, we have been able to expand
beyond Massachusetts. Expansion into
Maine and New Hampshire saw the
N.E.F.L.’s roster of teams grow to fourteen,
and a second conference, the North Atlantic
Conference, was added. The Seacoast
Hawks from Portsmouth, N.H., the Southern
Maine Raging Bulls, the York County
Warchiefs, the Beachside Tomcats from Old
Orchard Beach, Maine, the Granite State
Rebels from Manchester, N.H., and the

Nashua Predators comprised two very
strong divisions.

Sweeney: How many conferences are
there currently within the N.E.F.L.?

Torrisi: The year 2002 witnessed the
N.E.F.L. become the first league in the
country to accommodate teams at three
different skill levels in three conferences, in
addition to adding three new teams: the
Monadnock Marauders, the Western Mass.
Wolverines and the Connecticut Thunder.
The Maritime Conference (A) had the first-
year Connecticut Thunder win the
championship in the new conference’s first
ever title game. The North Atlantic
Conference (AA) continues to be a strong,
competitive conference and finally he
N.E.F.L.’s marquee Colonial Conference
(AAA) features our strongest teams.

Sweeney: Has the N.E.F.L. been able to
maintain interest and viable teams over the
last two years?

Torrisi: Yes. In fact, we have had
tremendous expansion the last two years
and are very excited about the direction the
League is taking. The 2005 season was a
record setting one for the N.E.F.L. in terms
of expansion. For the first time in our history,
we had five new teams enter the League.
The Ocean State Vipers from Rhode Island
were added to our Colonial Conference, the
Whaling City Clippers out of New Bedford,
Mass. became the latest entry into our
North Atlantic Conference, and the
Hillsboro County Devils from Manchester,
N.H., the Southern New England Rage of

Continued on Page 29

An Interview with Tom Torrisi
NEFL League President

Michael Sweeney
Lawrence Planning Director Michael Sweeney recently interviewed Tom Torrisi,

President and Director of Marketing for the New England Football League
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TOM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOK
Lawrence

You can’t make this stuff up!

Andrea Won’t Head
Stadium…

But Was It a Leak or a Lie?
Last month The Valley Patriot learned that

Andrea Traficante was lobbying hard to be
put in charge of the Veterans Memorial
Stadium.

Then we learned that Mayor Sullivan held
a few meetings with his department heads
to explore ways to turn over maintenance
of the stadium to the
school department so that
the superintendent could
create a position for her.

We confirmed the story
with several sources who
said that meetings did take
place and that the
superintendent was
approached  … but was not thrilled with the
idea.

A few days after The Valley Patriot Web
site reported the story
(www.valleypatriot.com), we received a call
from Ms. Traficante who said the story was
a lie and denied that she had even HEARD
about the story until days after we posted it
on line. Despite her amnesia, Traficante then
began asking who the “leak” was. “I know
who the leak is,” she ranted.

“It’s Frank Bonet … and Mike Sweeney
… they are the big leakers

around here.” Then she
began to repeat herself:

“They are the
leakers! They are
the leakers!”

So my only
question is this:

Was it a leak or a lie? For someone who
thinks she is the smartest person in every
room she walks into, you would think
Andrea would have her story straight when
issuing straight denials. For the record,
Traficante was lobbying the Sullivan
administration hard for the Stadium
position, but maintains to this day that she
knows “nothing” about it.

Susan Nicholson
Should be

Ashamed of
Herself!

When North Andover
residents attended the
Special Town Meeting last
month at North Andover
High School, they were
greeted with a torn and

tattered American flag flying outside the
school (pictured right). All I can say is this:
high school principal Susan Nicholson
should be ashamed of herself for allowing a
flag in such poor condition to fly over her
school.

Thank You, Mike!
For years, the WW II

Veterans Memorial Stadium
stood crumbling and
condemned while Lawrence
politicians and members of the
community grew numb to its
condition. But last week, thanks
to the efforts of Lawrence Mayor
Mike Sullivan and dozens of
community activists, the Mill City
Maulers, a semi-pro football team,
took to the field for their its first
ever home game. If it were not for

the efforts of Mayor Sullivan, Lee Balcom,
Nunzio DiMarca, and Marcos
Devers, and others, the big blue
bandstand would still be

crumbling before our eyes. Now I
know I’m going to get phone calls

and e-mails from people
whining that I didn’t
mention them or one of their
friends while thanking the
people above - and I’m sorry
in advance, so you don’t
have to call me.

It would be completely impossible for me
to thank everyone by name who had a hand
in saving our beloved stadium. The fact is,
if it wasn’t for
Mayor Sullivan
turning that
stadium around
and committing to
get it renovated,
there would be no
stadium, no semi-
pro football, and
no soccer … AND
people would still
be whining about t h e
condition of a dilapidated
stadium.

You’re NO Thomas
Jefferson!

A very long-winded and overly
philosophical Mark DiSalvo just couldn’t
help himself last month at North Andover’s
Special Town meeting. DiSalvo spoke at the
microphone multiple times during the
discussion of trash fees, lecturing the
audience about Thomas Jefferson, the U.S.
Constitution, the history of the town of
North Andover and a myriad of other
unrelated issues. At first the audience
tolerated his grandstanding, but as the night
wore on the people quickly turned on him
by booing, yelling for him to sit down, and
calling for a vote over his insistence to keep
droning on and on. It seems that DiSalvo is
not the wise town-father he thinks he is. It
also appears that the voters are a lot smarter
than he thought.

Dr. Chuck Deposed
Just before last month’s North Andover

Special Town Meeting, School
Committeeman Dr. Chuck Ormsby was
stripped of his vice chairman’s seat because
of his opposition to the committee’s
proposed trash fees. Ormsby was also being

punished for proposing an alternative
school budget cut list that would produce
no teacher layoffs and actually restore three
teaching positions. But, you see, if the
School Committee had fought for that
alternative, there would have been no need
for a trash fee, so Perry and company voted
out Dr. Chuck and replaced him with Bill
Kelly.

Kelly, as you may remember, voted to
support the teachers union contract last
year (complete with unaffordable raises and
bonuses) knowing there was no money in
the budget to pay for it, and then heavily
lobbied for trash fees to make up the
difference.

For the record, Bill Kelly’s “trash
fee for contracts” scheme failed

badly at town meeting. Since
then he has done nothing to

try and save teachers other
than pandering to parents
of the Thomson School.
Kelly has long denied
that he made a deal with
then Superintendent
Harry Harutunian to
support the bloated
teachers contract.

He denied that he
supported the contract
(one he originally

opposed) in exchange for the removal of a
school department employee who had fired
his brother last year.

Devers’ Sticker Campaign
Former Lawrence Mayor Marcos Devers

is now mounting a sticker campaign for state
representative against Willie Lantigua after
being knocked off the ballot by the Ballot
Law Commission. The commission said that
Devers had not moved into the 16th Essex
District by the legal deadline to challenge
Lantigua.

If Devers gets more stickers in the
Democrat primary than Lantigua gets actual
votes, he may still be prevented from
running because of the Ballot Law
Commission’s ruling. If that were to happen,
then a caucus by the Democrat City
Committee can caucus to choose a
candidate for the November ballot and may
select Devers, Lantigua or maybe even
someone else. One thing for sure, Devers is
determined to make this race interesting and
is going to do everything humanly possible
to make things hard for Lantigua.

Merrimack Valley School
of Hair Design

315 East Haverhill Street  •  Lawrence, MA

IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE OUR

BARBER PROGRAM

www.mvshd.net   •   978-688-1133

SIGN UP NOW

across from Parthum School  •  just look for the purple awning

BECOME A STATE LICENSED BARBER
1000 HOUR COURSE  •  8 MONTHS

����������������������

A PROSPEROUS CAREER
IN BARBERING IS NOW OFFERED

IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY
����������������������

check out our new web site

COSMETOLOGY PROGRAM
Day and Evening Classes Available  �  1,000 Hour Course

DEVELOP THE REAL YOU
High Demand Job Market  �  Financially Rewarding Career

Footnotes from

The Anti-Semitic Green Rainbow Party: A Follow up

[David Rolde, Secretary and
Administrative Committee member
of the Green-Rainbow Party of
Massachusetts:] Courtesy of
www.solomonia.com

Last month, The Valley Patriot reported
that MAGreen Rainbow Party co-chair Ron
Francis has taken a position supporting the
terrorist group Hamas and opposing the
existance of Israel. Francis, who is also a
teacher at Andover High School, wants to
recruit students to intern in the Green
Rainbow Party. Francis is seen regularly
protesting at Israel rallies.  At right is David
Rolde, Secretary of the MA Green- Rainbow,
at a pro-Hezbollah rally in Boston last month.
Do Andover parents really want their
children joining and interning at the Green-
Rainbow party?   Please also read Reading
Memorial High School Social Studies
teacher, D.J. Deeb’s column in which he
blames Israel for present Middle East War.
p. 15.  Israeli citizen and Andover High
School graduate finds Deeb’s writings “anti-
Israel vemon” and that he was dismayed to
discover that Deeb was a public school
teacher. He also hoped that Deeb’s students
are not asked to study his book on the
Middle East and he “urges the Merrimack
Valley residents who truly support peace in

the Middle East to remain vigilant against
those who use disortions and bias to blame
Israel for all of the Middle East’s many
problems.”  The Valley Patriot will continue
to report on  anti-semitic teachers.
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If you are a local business owner interested in posting a farmers market flyer, or if you would like more information about the market in general, please contact
Market Manager Rose Gonzalez at 978.974.0770, 978.660.9170 cell or via email at rgonzalez@ groundworklawrence.org.  Be on the lookout for the yellow farmers
market signs around Lawrence, and be sure to stop by every Wednesday through October.

Lawrence

Amid the growing popularity of farmers
markets throughout the country, the
Lawrence Downtown Farmers Market is
alive and growing after over a decade of
service.  This season’s market starts on
Wednesday, July 19th, and will continue on
Wednesdays through October 25th, from
8:30 am to 3:30 pm, on Appleton Way,
located next to Lawrence City Hall.

As the market enters its 12th season,
Groundwork Lawrence, a local non-profit,
is undertaking the new endeavor of
managing the market.  Groundwork
Lawrence’s new Project Manager Rose
Gonzalez has been actively recruiting new
food and craft vendors, as well as
musicians, to expand the selection and
activity at the Lawrence Downtown
Farmers Market. This year the market has
several new merchants, including Smolak
Farms of North Andover, a Peruvian craft
vendor, and local crafts by artisan Gail of
the Dube Lock Company in Lawrence.
“Electro Mambo” band Mondo Sweetie

Groundwork Lawrence Takes Over  Farmers Market
from Boston, local poet Mark Schorr, and
jazz trumpet player Pete Shungu from
Somerville are all scheduled to perform on
market days between 12 noon and 2:00 pm.
The UMass Extension Nutrition Program
will continue providing fresh food recipes
and nutritional information to customers on
market days.

The market’s longevity has created a
destination that brings numerous
pedestrians into Lawrence’s downtown
area during the summer months.  According
to Gonzalez, the market’s success is due in
no small part to the commitment of farms
here in the Merrimack Valley.  “Of course, if
it wasn’t for the dedication of existing farms
like Brox, Riverdale and Boston Hill,
Lawrence wouldn’t be enjoying an outdoor
market in its 12th year,” said Gonzalez. When
asked by a local businessman why one
should shop at the farmers market, Rose
replied without hesitation: “There is no
comparison to the quality and taste of locally
grown produce picked and sold the same

day. And, our vendors’ prices are
competitive with what you’d find in a
supermarket.”

As new market manager, Groundwork is
actively promoting the Lawrence
Downtown Farmers Market to ensure its
continued growth. Gonzalez has been
approaching local businesses and other

establishments throughout the city and in
neighboring communities about posting
market flyers in shop windows.  The city of
Lawrence DPW is providing support by
posting directional signs around the city
pointing to the market location.  Gonzalez is
also scheduled to appear on local talk radio
programs to remind listeners about opening
day at the Lawrence Farmers Market.

Ghetto to Replace Sacred Heart Church

So Many Questions, So Few Answers

with Tom Duggan

prestando attencione!Paying
          Attention!

One of the best parts of my job is that I
get to ask lots of questions. And because
of the nature of my press credentials, I am
often in a position to get answers to those
questions.

But let me start with a question for you.

 What do you call it when a colleague at
work decides to add a few hundred dollars
to someone else’s paycheck every week
without permission from the boss?

When I was growing up, my parents
always taught me that taking things that do
not belong to you (even if it is for someone
else) was called stealing, theft, or
embezzlement.

But when public employees in Lawrence
(Payroll Clerk Joe Powieza and DPW Clerk
Rhonda Lavin) take the taxpayers’ money
without permission, well, the Eagle-Tribune
and the Sullivan administration call it a
“payroll issue.”

Now let me ask you this. What do you
think would happen to you if you got
caught at work accepting a pay raise
that was not authorized? What would

happen if you were the one who put your
colleague’s pay raise through the system
without permission? If your
company is worth working for,
you would be fired and the
police would probably be

notified so you could answer for your ...
CRIME!

But not if you work for the city of
Lawrence!

No, no! In Lawrence, what happens is
this: the personnel director “looks into the
matter” and then recommends that someone
be fired. But for some reason, he changes

his recommendation, and a three-day
suspension is handed out to the payroll
clerk while the clerk who received the
illegal raise receives no reprimand at all.
The police are never called, nobody is

ever fired, and (get this!) when the city tries
to recoup the $5,000 plus that was taken
(again, without authorization), a union
grievance is filed to stop collection from
her paycheck.

Get comfortable, kids, I am just warming
up here.

Want to hear the best part?

Since his three-day suspension, Joe
Poweiza has not returned to work as the
payroll clerk. He has been out on medical
leave. Guess ... go ahead, just guess who
the city of Lawrence put in charge of his
payroll duties while Poweiza is on leave?

That’s right, Rhonda Lavin, the woman
who got a little bonus in her check and
never bothered to tell anyone, the woman

who filed a grievance to stop the city from
taking back some of the money from her
paycheck.

You can’t make this stuff up!

Here’s another question: shouldn’t
people who take money that doesn’t belong
to them at the very least have to pay it back
immediately? Especially the taxpayers’
money?

And just how did all this play out under
the noses of supervisors in DPW and
payroll? How did it get by those who were
suppose to sign off on weekly payroll
sheets? These supervisors apparently let
more than $5,000 slip through the city’s
fingers for months, unnoticed until some
brave soul spoke up, and yet the harshest
action taken was a three-day suspension
for a payroll clerk?

Are you kidding me?

 I am sure you have some
questions now, too. But my
next question is this: does

Continued on Page 29

Months ago, developer Richard DeRosas
of Paramount Construction and
representatives of ETC Development
Corporation, promised the residents of Mt.
Vernon that the redevelopment of Sacred
Heart Church would be a small development
of owner-occupied condominiums.
Convinced that the developers would bring
an owner-occupied development to the
community, many neighbors expressed relief
that Sacred Heart would be brought back to
life.

Now South Lawrence residents are
wondering if Mr. DeRosas is a better song-
and-dance man than he is a developer who
keeps his promises.

City residents expressed shock and
disbelief this week as word spread that the
well-off developers from out of town would
be cramming thirty-four (34) rental units
onto the grounds of Sacred Heart. And the
bad news did not end there. Not satisfied
with only a reasonable profit, these out-of-
town developers went for what Planning
Director Michael R. Sweeney calls “the

super-profit.” The far majority of these rental
units will now be reserved for low-income
inhabitants, specifically those who make
less than 60% of the area median income.

Just to make sure this area is forever
changed and becomes a haven for crime and
chaos, Paramount Destruction will reserve
a special number of units for those
individuals making at or below 30% of the
area median income.

Just as disturbing, current plans do not
include any defined usage for the actual
Sacred Heart Church itself. What is to be
done with the key piece of property and the
one that local residents are most concerned
about, remains a big question mark.
Paramount has not disclosed to the Planning
Department or city residents what will
become of Sacred Heart. What is known is
that out-of-town developer Rich DeRosas
and ETC Development Corp will surround
Sacred Heart Church with low-income rental
housing that will most likely bring down
the values of the surrounding homes and
increase crime and congestion in the area.

Sacred Heart Church On S. Broadway in Lawrence will
soon house 34 low-low income apartments.
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The Myths and Facts About Hezbollah’s Attacks on Israel
Israeli military operations in Lebanon are

taking place in response to an unprovoked
border attack which left 8 Israeli soldiers
dead and two kidnapped by the Hezbollah.
Since then, many more Israelis have been
wounded and killed by over 700 Katyusha
missiles and mortars that have rained down
on Israel’s northern cities, including as far
south as Haifa and Tiberias. Israel is
exercising her legitimate right to self-
defense.

Myths and Facts
Surrounding the Crisis

Myth - “Israel’s response is
disproportionate.”

Fact - The definition of a
“disproportionate” response is a subjective
one. The question that could be asked of
any other country in the world is simply:
“What would you do in the same situation?”
When protecting its citizens, exercising the
right to self-defense and responding to
missile attacks over a recognized border,
most countries would respond in a similar
manner. After all, how many Israelis need to
die before the world believes that Israeli
responses are proportionate?

Any civilian casualties in a conflict are,
of course, tragic and regrettable. Civilians
on both sides are suffering. However, Israeli
air strikes on Lebanon are not intended to
kill civilians, unlike the hundreds of
Hezbollah missiles that are targeted
specifically at Israeli civilians who have
been forced into bomb shelters for their own
safety. Israel has even dropped leaflets on
Beirut suburbs calling on civilians to stay
away from Hezbollah strongholds to avoid
being caught up in the fighting.

Israel has also been criticized for targeting
Lebanese infrastructure such as the Beirut
airport. However, it is also interesting to
note what has not been targeted. For

e x a m p l e ,
while the
a i r p o r t
runway was
b o m b e d ,
other vital
installations
such as the
c o n t r o l
tower were
l e f t
untouched
a n d

Lebanese civilian airliners were allowed to
fly to safety. Transport hubs and bridges
have been targeted in order to prevent
Hezbollah moving the kidnapped Israeli
soldiers deeper into Lebanon and possibly
even as far as Iran, as well as to prevent the
terrorist organization being re-supplied with
arms from Iran and elsewhere.

Many of Hezbollah’s facilities and missile
launch sites are located near residential
areas, such as the suburbs of southern
Beirut. Terrorists hide within the civilian
population and use this population as a
shield. Israel’s priority is to strike at the
Hezbollah terrorist infrastructure that has
been allowed to develop in Lebanon.

Israel has, so far, avoided initiating a major
ground offensive into Lebanese territory
and has barely used a fraction of the
firepower available to the IDF.

Myth - “Lebanon bears no responsibility
for the actions of Hezbollah.”

Fact - UN Security Council Resolution
1559 of September 2004, which referred back
to Resolution 425, called “upon all remaining
foreign forces to withdraw from Lebanon”;
“for the disbanding and disarmament of all

Israel
Honestreporting.com Reports: Israel Under Fire:

Lebanese and non-Lebanese militias”; and
supported “the extension of the control of
the Government of Lebanon over all
Lebanese territory.”

Syria eventually complied with 1559 and
removed its occupying forces. However, the
Lebanese government has not disarmed
Hezbollah nor has it sent its armed forces to
secure southern Lebanon and the border
with Israel.

In addition, Hezbollah is actually part of
the Lebanese government, which contains
two Hezbollah members in the Cabinet. The
Lebanese government, therefore, cannot
abstain from responsibility for the actions
of a part of its own leadership.

Myth - “Hezbollah is an indigenous
Lebanese ‘resistance’ organization.”

Fact - According to the Council on
Foreign Relations, the Hezbollah

is a Lebanese
u m b r e l l a
organization of
radical Islamic
Shiite groups
a n d
organizations. It
opposes the
West, seeks to
create a Muslim
fundamentalist
state modeled
on Iran, and is a
bitter foe of
I s r a e l .
H e z b o l l a h ,
whose name means “party of God,” is a
terrorist group believed responsible for
nearly 200 attacks since 1982 that have killed
more than 800 people.

Hezbollah and its affiliates have planned
or been linked to a lengthy series of terrorist
attacks against the United States, Israel, and
other Western targets. These attacks
include:

· a series of kidnappings of Westerners in
Lebanon, including several Americans, in
the 1980s;

· the suicide truck bombings that killed
more than 200 U.S. Marines at their barracks
in Beirut, Lebanon, in 1983;

· the 1985 hijacking of TWA flight 847,
which featured the famous footage of the
plane’s pilot leaning out of the cockpit with
a gun to his head;

· and two major 1990s attacks on Jewish
targets in Argentina - the 1992 bombing of
the Israeli Embassy (killing twenty-nine) and
the 1994 bombing of a Jewish community
center (killing ninety-five).

In addition, Hezbollah is sponsored,
funded and armed by Iran and Syria, who
use the organization as a proxy to fight
Israel and to destabilize the region.
Hezbollah is designated as a Foreign
Terrorist Organization by the U.S. State
Department.

For more information on Hezbollah, see
the following sources:

Anti-Defamation League - Institute for
Counter-Terrorism - Intelligence and
Terrorism Information Center - Terrorism
Knowledge Base.

Myth - “Outside actors such as Iran are
not fuelling the crisis.”

Fact - A number of analysts have
suggested that the timing of the Hezbollah
operation is no coincidence, occurring just
prior to the G8 Summit in St. Petersburg.
The G8 was expected to concentrate heavily
on Iran’s refusal to comply with demands
to curtail its nuclear program. A wider
Mideast crisis, provoked by Iran’s Hezbollah
proxies, has now moved to the top of the G8
agenda, thus relieving some of the pressure
on Iran.

In addition, Iranian fingerprints are to be
found in the current conflict. The Katyusha
missiles that are currently raining down on
the north of Israel are supplied by Iran. An
Israeli Naval vessel was also struck by an
Iranian-made C802 missile, killing four
sailors.

Myth - “Israel continues to occupy
Lebanese land, specifically the Shebaa
Farms area.”

Fact - On May 24, 2000, Israel completed
the unilateral withdrawal of all IDF forces
from southern Lebanon, in accordance with
Israeli government decisions and UN
Security Council Resolution 425, ending an
18-year presence there.

On June 18,
2000, the UN
S e c u r i t y
C o u n c i l
endorsed the
S e c r e t a r y -
G e n e r a l ’ s
c o n c l u s i o n
that, as of 16
June, Israel
h a d
withdrawn its
forces from
Lebanon in
accordance

with Resolution 425.

As explained by Israel’s Foreign Ministry,
the Shebaa Farms area is not, and should
not be, considered disputed territory - its
status was clarified by a number of United
Nations statements following the
withdrawal of Israel forces from Lebanon in
May 2000.

The United Nations views the Shebaa
Farms area as Syrian territory. Therefore,
UN Security Council Resolution 425 - which
concerns Lebanon - does not require Israel
to withdraw from this area.

While Lebanon claims to be the owner of
the Shebaa Farms area, the UN has
encouraged the Lebanese and Syrians to
negotiate between themselves as to who is
the rightful owner. If Syria were to cede
ownership of the area to Lebanon, then it is
probable that Israel and the UN would then
reconsider the status of the territory. In the
meantime, the issue of the Shebaa Farms is
used simply as an excuse for the Hezbollah
to maintain itself as an armed force in the
region.

Myth - “Arab prisoners held in Israeli
jails were kidnapped from Lebanese soil
and should be released.”

Some Lebanese and other Arab
spokespeople have defended Hezbollah’s
actions as a legitimate form of “resistance”
aimed at securing the release of Lebanese
prisoners held in Israeli jails from the period
of Israel’s presence in its southern Lebanon
security zone.

Fact - The prisoner whom Hezbollah is
demanding, above all others, be released, is
Samir Kuntar, jailed in Israel since a 1979
attack in the northern Israeli town of
Nahariyah, in which he entered an apartment
and murdered three family members and an
Israeli police officer.

Kuntar is quite simply a terrorist and a
murderer who committed a terrible atrocity
on Israeli soil. Those prisoners held in Israeli
jails captured during Israel’s stay in
southern Lebanon are, likewise, held for
terrorist offences and due to the inherent
risk that they will return to their previous
activities.

Further Reading and Analysis

Israel’s next war has begun, Yossi Klein Halevi,
New Republic.The Nation of Hezbollah, Megan
K. Stack and Rania Abouzeid, LA Times - Necessary
Steps for Israel, Michael Oren, Washington Post -
Israeli crisis is a smokescreen for Iran’s nuclear
ambitions, Con Coughlin, Daily Telegraph - States
of Terror, Editorial, Wall Street Journal - Terror
as Statecraft, Editorial, Chicago Tribune - Mideast
Madness, Editorial, Houston Chronicle
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