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reader with eyewitness
accounts that bring
these events to life.

For those who have
read other accounts of
these events, 1776
provides a welcome re-
telling that emphasizes
the immense difficulties
and uncertainties that
Washington faced as
the revolution sputtered
when confronted with
the might of the British
Empire.

The impossibility of
defending New York

coupled with its strategic importance
presented Washington with a series of
dreadful choices. Still maturing as the leader
of the revolution, Washington really did not
know what course he should take.

Should he defend the city or abandon it?
Split his forces and defend Brooklyn, or
keep them united in New York? Burn the
city or leave it intact for the British as he
retreats?

Maintain and defend Ft. Washington on
the Hudson to keep the British from splitting
the colonies, or abandon it to the British?

Several of Washington’s decisions were
nearly fatal to the cause of independence.
But he and several thousand barely clothed
and often shoeless patriots combined
constant sacrifice and occasional instances
of nearly miraculous good luck to keep the
revolution alive. Their memory must never
be forgotten.

Book Keepers Corner
Dr. Charles Ormsby

17761776177617761776
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT ™

“More Playing, Less Eating”

St. Patrick School in Lawrence, MA will be celebrating
its 100th Anniversary with a Gala Celebration on Sunday,
October 15th, 2006. Mass will begin at 2:00PM at St. Patrick Church
followed by a reception and dinner at St. Patrick Parish Center.
For more information contact Mary Ellen at 978-683-5822 or send
an E-mail to saintpatrickschool@saintpatrickparish.com.

Here is the schedule for the Anniversary Celebration on SUNDAY,
OCTOBER 15, 2006: We begin with MASS at 2PM at St. Patrick
Church to celebrate the 100th Anniversary of St. Patrick School.
Immediately following Mass, there will be a RECEPTION at St.
Patrick School, including tours of the school and displays of
memorabilia that we have collected. Shuttle service will be provided
between the church and the school. The CELEBRATION DINNER
will take place at 5PM at St. Patrick Parish Center.  Tickets are
now available - Cost $25.   This will include a sit down catered
dinner with a speaking program.  Tables of Ten may be reserved
with a deposit.  For more information or to purchase tickets contact
Claire at 978-683-7776 or send an  E-mail to
100Anniversary@saintpatrickparish.com

100th Anniversary of
Saint Patrick's School

Kids & Education

Please send questions to RAISE ‘EM
RIGHT™, P.O. Box 831, Carlisle, MA 01741
or e-mail to RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com.

Marlene Yeo of Haverhill,
director of Somebody Cares
New England (SCNE), a
nonprofit organization, has
been appointed to a five-year
term on the Northern Essex
Community College Board of
Trustees by Governor Mitt
Romney, effective
immediately.

“Marlene Yeo is a good fit for our board
of trustees,” said David Hartleb, president
of the college. “She has done so much to
help those close to home who are facing
challenges due to poverty. The college will
benefit from her insight.”

Yeo is the pastor of Community Christian
Fellowship Street Church which opened its
doors in November of 2005. Located in space
donated by Trinity Episcopal Church, 26
White Street, Haverhill, the church targets
low income residents from the area.

In March of 2003, Yeo founded SCNE to
address issues faced by the poor, elderly
and youth in the city of Haverhill.

SCNE works with other social service
organizations to identify gaps in service and
fills them.

Activities include: providing day shelter
and meals to the homeless on all state and
national holidays; visiting the homeless in
recovery and/or hospitalization; securing
and delivering furniture donations for the
elderly and poor; providing meals to the
elderly and low income housing residents

Haverhill Resident Named to NECC
Board of Trustees

monthly; and officiating at
weddings, funerals and
memorial services.

SCNE also hosts two events
annually, a “Day of
Compassion” and the “Chain
Reaction”, a local city mission
event. The website for SCNE
is www.somebodycaresne.org.

The college’s Board of Trustees includes
nine members who are appointed by the
governor of the state to a maximum of two
five-year terms as well as an alumni elected
member, who also serves a maximum of ten
years, and a student trustee who serves for
two semesters.

With campuses in Haverhill and Lawrence
and extension sites in Andover, Methuen,
and North Andover, Northern Essex
Community College is a state-assisted
college, offering over 70 associate degree
and certificate programs as well as hundreds
of non credit courses designed for personal
enrichment and career growth. Close to
11,000 students ranging from recent high
school graduates to workers employed
locally attend classes days, evenings, and
weekends. Northern Essex is the only state
college located in the lower Merrimack
Valley Region of Massachusetts

Ernie Greenslade, director of public
relations, Northern Essex Community
College, 100 Elliott Street, Haverhill, MA
01830, 978 556-3862, 603 438-8915 (cell)

MEMORABILIA: We are seeking Memorabilia of St. Patrick
School to help us tell the story of 100 years of Catholic
Education.  Do you have pictures, yearbooks, program books
or anything that we could borrow for this event?  Any
Memorabilia can be left at St. Patrick Parish Office marked
100th ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION.  Please leave your name
and phone number so that we can contact you.  Thanks!

Eight horses pulled
King George III’s
magnificent coach from St.
James Palace to the
opening session of
Parliament at Westminster
Palace on October 26,
1775.

King George came to
declare that the colonies
were in a state of rebellion
and that this rebellion was
being “carried on for the
purpose of establishing an
independent empire.”
George was a prescient
bloke!

But the rabble surrounding Boston in
October 1775 could hardly conceive of
themselves as a foundation for empire. While
true patriots, they were disorganized, poorly
trained, and deficient in nearly every
provision an army required. Everything,
from gunpowder to shoes, was in short
supply.

In his book, “1776,” author David
McCullough takes the reader with
Washington and his army on the campaign
of 1776.

The siege of Boston which ends with the
city’s evacuation by the British, the
sequence of defeats at New York, the retreat
across New Jersey, and the nearly
miraculous re-birth of the revolution on
Christmas day at Trenton followed by the
success at Princeton are favorite topics of
American Revolutionary War literature.

For the lay reader, 1776 provides a very
readable, well-written and well-researched
chronology of these events. Numerous
excerpts from diaries and post-war writings
of participants are included to provide the

Our 20 month old
loves to play with her
food and sometimes
does more playing than
eating. Is this normal?

Yes. When children
move from infancy into
the toddler stage their
growth rate slows
down. Consequently,
they do not need as
much food as they did previously.

My daughter, who turns three and a half
in the fall, will be attending a child care
center for three days a week. My in-laws
will take her for the other two days. My
question is about the length of a day in child
care for a youngster this age. My choice is
to put her in for the mornings and let my
mother-in-law pick her up for lunch and
nap or else let her stay until pick up at 3
p.m.

If your daughter normally naps or rests
quietly, I see no reason not to go with the
longer day. Most children enjoy the social
time of eating lunch with friends, so allow
her try the extended day. Once nap is over,
there will only be an hour or so of play left
before she is picked up by grandma.

Typically in a day my fourteen year old
daughter drinks three diet sodas. (She
claims she doesn’t want to gain weight,
though she is really quite slim.) I drink the
stuff too, but I really want her to cut back.
Any suggestions?

No. If you are modeling the opposite
behavior you expect her to perform, what
chance is there that she will listen to you?
“Do as I say, not as I do” seldom works.

I have a six month old and instead of going
back to work right now, I would like to watch
a few other children in my home. I don’t
know where to begin finding out how to go
about the process of becoming licensed.

You are correct in stating that you will
need a license to do this. In most states if

you want to care for
children in your home and
not just “baby-sit”, but
rather run what is called a
“family day care center”
you must follow state
licensing guidelines.
States will send out
packets of information
detailing all of the
regulations to set up and
implement a certified

program. Initially, states regulate how many
children within each age group may be cared
for at a time. For example, you may only
have a certain age mix of infants, toddlers,
and preschoolers. The laws are very specific
about this, so you should find this out
before planning further. Call a local child
care center and the director will give you
information about the licensing board in
your particular state.

My husband habitually harasses me with
supposedly funny comments about my
clothes, cooking, etc. As my children have
gotten older, now nine and eleven year old
girls, they have picked up the same
practice. Instead of respecting me as their
mother, they are treating me like one of
their friends. I am afraid that as they get
into their teen years this will only get worse.
Tips for stopping this now?

Your husband has set up the situation
and you have let it go forward. His
“supposedly funny comments” are being
taken by you as harassment and your
feelings are obviously being offended. Start
by speaking with him and letting him know
that these jokes at your expense are not
funny and need to stop.

Sit down with your daughters and explain
to them that many things said in jest are
really “digs” against that person. Take the
time to point out their inappropriate
comments when they occur.

“1776,” by David McCullough, is
published by Simon & Schuster, (c) 2005
by David McCullough.
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Superintendent Wilfredo T. Laboy

presents

Lawrence Public Schools
Summer Meals Program

FREE meals for kids all summer

Dates of Operation - June 26th through September 1st
 1. Arlington School 150 Arlington St. B:7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30
 2. Guilmette School 80 Bodwell St. B:7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30
 3. South Lawrence East 165 Crawford St. B:7:30-8:30 L  11:30 - 1:30

 4. Beacon Courts 71 Duckett Ave B:8:30-9:00 L 12:00-1:00
 5. Community Boating 7 Eaton St. L 11:00 -  1:00
 6. Giesler Pool High St. L 11:30 - 12:30
 7. Higgins Pool Crawford St. L 11:30 -  1:30
 8. High School 233 Haverhill St. B 7:30 - 9:30 L 11:30 - 1:30
 9 . Leahy School 100 Erving Ave B 7:30 - 8:30  L 11:30 - 1:30
10. LFD Charter School 34 West St. B 7:30 - 8:00 L11:00 - 12:00
11. Merrimack Courts 56 Melvin St. B 8:30 - 9:00 L 12:00 - 1:00
12. Parthum School 255 E. Haverhill St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 1:30
13. Stadium Courts 179 Osgood St. B 8:30 - 9:00 L 12:00 - 1:00
14. Wetherbee School 75 Newton St. B 7:30 - 8:30 L 11:30 - 1:30

Dates of Operation - July 5th through August 25th

For More Information call:
978-975-2762

Sponsored by DOE, USDA, and Project Bread

The Summer Meals Program prohibits discrimination because of race, sex, color, national origin, age or handicap
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Junket-Gate At The GreaterJunket-Gate At The GreaterJunket-Gate At The GreaterJunket-Gate At The GreaterJunket-Gate At The Greater
Lawrence Technical SchoolLawrence Technical SchoolLawrence Technical SchoolLawrence Technical SchoolLawrence Technical School

Methuen

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, At-Large, Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

Methuen City Councilor Ken Willette

ED “HOPPY”
CURRAN

Elect

Methuen
State Representative

Paid for by the Friends of Ed “Hoppy” Curran

When the City Council of Methuen voted 6-2 (Lahey
and Andrew) against approving the Greater Lawrence
Technical School budget on July 27, it came as a complete
surprise. Councilor Cronin was not allowed to vote because
he is employed at the school.

The City of Methuen represents one fourth of the
approval process. The cities of Lawrence, North Andover,
Andover and Methuen support this school. The budget
would certainly go through with only one of four cities
voting against it. The gesture was a reaction to the disregard
by Superintendent Vacirca and Assistant Superintendent
Fox to produce the information I requested. The majority of
the City Council felt this information should have been
forthcoming.

 I had just successfully argued to reduce their budget by
$25,320 out of the non-net school spending part of the
budget (transportation-bussing) which represents 40% of
the $63,300 allocated for travel and conferences because
Superintendent Vacirca and Assistant Superintendent Fox
failed to respond to my questions regarding spending at
conferences. I had planned to hold this money in the General
Government Reserve Fund until I received the information
I requested. We have no power to reduce Net School
Spending.

Then, the City Council made a stunning move. In a
symbolic gesture, they didn’t approve Methuen’s share in
the amount of $1.3 million.

Why would Methuen City Council make such a move? It
all began when I read the article on April 12, of the Eagle
Tribune about the trips taken by the Greater Lawrence
Technical School Committee to various conferences. This
article prompted about a dozen constituents to contact me
and ask how a non-elected person, Kenneth Hamilton, a
former school committee member, was able to go on a trip,
paid for by public money.

They questioned the reasoning of elected school
committee members Leo Lamontange, Richard Hamilton,
Ken Henrick, Michael Condon, Gerald Silverman, and Jack
Driscoll all of whom unanimously agreed this should be
allowed because he had served for four years and “he did
a good job and he was a good member” and “he earned the
trip” and he would lose the deposit he made a week before
the election that he subsequently lost, according to the
article.  While it is within their legal authority to approve
this expenditure, it certainly raises questions about their
spending priorities not to mention the fact that three of
them are related to each other.

Academic conferences are intended to bring
professionals together for the purpose of information
sharing and think tanking. Hopefully, attendees will return
to their home districts with cutting edge innovations in
education and technology. Like others in my constituency,
I am hard pressed to imagine what a non-elected person
could bring back to the table except for receipts.

I asked Mr. Frank Vacirca and Mr. Charles Fox for a record
of all conferences and trip spending from the past five years.

Under the Freedom of Information Act I was advised by
the City Solicitor that this was a reasonable request. I later
discovered under Massachusetts Public Records Law,
Chapter 66 section 10 that they should have responded to
me within 10 days. This did not happen. It was 19 days
before I received a primitive and inaccurate fax only after I
called the school on the day we had the workshop with
Vacirca.

After I requested it again in person at the budget
workshop, I received an email on June 26 from Mr. Charles
Fox stating I would need to pay $90 for this information.
This arrived on the same day we were to approve the budget.
I was advised I was able to go to the office and inspect the
records but had to pay for the copies. Several of my fellow
councilors were outraged at this and voted down the entire
budget.

Ironically, the Eagle Tribune was able to obtain this year’s
spending and it was revealed the trips included stays at
lavish hotels and top shelf meals amounting to more than
$5100 (source: ET, June 26, 2006).  The day after this report
and with the knowledge an elected official’s request was
denied unless payment was received; Mayor Manzi notified
the school and was able to secure the information.

During the past five years, more than $33,000 has been
spent on trips that included reimbursement for unauthorized
spending on liquor. The School Committee intends to cap
and examine their policies for conferences in the future and
have stricter guidelines in place. Councilors Quinn and
Leone plan to join me in drafting legislation in order to
protect the Methuen taxpayer’s interests.

Chairman Zanni has arranged for a special meeting
scheduled for August 14, 2006 at 6:30 in the Methuen City
Hall. He has invited the surrounding communities who
support this school. We will be given the opportunity to
discuss Councilor Leone’s proposal for a Resolution calling
for a Management Audit of the Greater Lawrence Technical
School.

Massachusetts Department of Education
FY 07 Chapter 70

Enrollment and Contribution
 by Member City or Town

Student Enrollment Required Minimum
Contribution

Andover 19    $ 238,975

Lawrence       1409    $1,143,285

Methuen         229                     $1,346,318

N. Andover      17                      $225,805

(Source: GLTS ’07 Budget)

Speeding in School
Zones

Many Methuen residents,
especially parents with young
children attending the Methuen
public schools, are anticipating the
passage of Senate Bill 1859 at the
Massachusetts State House.

If approved by the legislature and signed into law by the
governor, Senate Bill 1859 would effectively double the
fines for motorists who speed in designated school zones.

Current state law authorizes imposing double fines in
marked construction zones, as stipulated by Chapter 90,
Section 17.

Several constituents have approached me about
excessive speeding by motorists who have a blatant
disregard for obeying advertised speed limits in school
zones.

Based upon my conversation with those residents, I
recommended the filing of legislation to double the speeding
fines in school zones.

This dangerous situation is a widespread occurrence, as
documented in a press release furnished by the National
Safe Kids Campaign.

This press release highlighted an analysis of drivers
traveling through school zones, two-thirds of whom
consistently exceeded the posted speed limit.

Cities and towns should be empowered by the
commonwealth to dispense double fines for such careless
transgressions committed in an area where a predominant
number of pedestrians are children.

Double fines already serve as a strong, proven deterrent
against extreme speeding in marked construction zones,
and therefore should be applied to school zones in our
community.

I wish to officially recognize the efforts of Representative
Arthur Broadhurst, Senator Steve Baddour and
Representative Babara L’Italien, who are working diligently
to secure final passage of Senate Bill 1859.

While I am not sure of the final fate of Senate Bill 1859,
which has moved through many stages of the legislative
process, I am appreciative of their involvement.

If we double the fines to protect workers at roadway
construction sites, should we not consider the same
discretion for local police to combat speeders in school
zones who potentially jeopardize the safety of children.
Stay tuned!

Level 3 Sex Offenders
I am also supportive of legislation designed to mandate

that every city and town in Massachusetts post information
on Level 3 sex offenders on their local government access

Continued on page 30 Continued on page 27
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increase - while maximizing educational
opportunities for our students. The
committee vote was 4-to-1 to go for the 8
percent increase and try the hysteria card
one more time. At this point we might as
well have quoted the Roman Emperors who
stood in the Coliseum and announced, “Let
the games begin!”

Quick flashback: One of the biggest
factors driving school department cost
increases is the growth in labor costs. And
the current increases in labor costs are
driven by a disastrous labor contract with
our teachers ratified over my objections in
May of 2005. The last slide from my 7-slide
briefing presented to the School Committee
immediately prior to the committee’s vote is
reproduced nearby. The briefing projected
that 23-to-25 teachers would have to be cut
each year if the contract was ratified.
Chairman Dan Murphy, Al Perry, Tim Pybus,
and Bill Kelly ignored the warning and voted
to ratify the contract 4-to-2 (only Jim
Xenakis, representing the Board of
Selectmen, and myself voted no).

Let’s return to the events of this year. Is
there anything that school-spending
advocates could have done that would have
been more illogical or more apt to infuriate
the citizens of North Andover than what
they did?

If I were to make a list of the proposals
and accompanying arguments that would
be least likely to succeed with the voters, I
couldn’t have done better than what was
proposed by Peter Reed and TUFF —
Taxpayers United For the Future – as well
as their allies on the School Committee.

Just to get the ball rolling and to get the
hair up on the backs of everyone’s necks,

What Were They Thinking: A Piece Offering: From Page 3

WE’VE MOVED!

Dr. Ormsby was deposed as vice-chair of
the North Andover School Committee. He
is a graduate of Cornell and has a doctorate
from MIT. If you have any questions or
comments, you can contact Dr. Ormsby
via email: ccormsby@comcast.net

not to mention the cost of moving and
refurbishing the needed space.

Also, there would be no savings resulting
from the superintendent vacating his cur-
rent office suite because the extravagant 5-
year lease signed by the School Committee

three years ago doesn’t expire for two more
years.We would be paying the rent anyway!

Finally, the Stevens Memorial Library was
a gift to the town from the Stevens Estate
and the terms of the gift require that it be
used as a library. If the town stops using it
as such, it reverts to the Stevens Estate …
it couldn’t be used by the superintendent’s
staff anyway! Whoa, big glitch!

Well, now that we are all alert and pretty
darn mad, what do they come up with next?
They suggest that all funding for the Senior
Center and Youth Center be eliminated. Now
that is bound to earn the schools numerous
new friends. What’s next? Imposing an
annual tax on wheelchairs?

Since broad-based support for these hair-
brained proposals seemed pretty unlikely,
desperate measures were in order. It was
time to get sneaky.

Here’s TUFF’s sneaky plan: Let’s
propose, just before town meeting, that the
schools get $1.4 million more than the town
can afford. We’ll call it the “To Be Balanced”
(TBB) budget plan. We’ll keep it as quiet as
possible and spread the word just to school
parents – using the kids’ backpacks, of
course – that they must come to the town
meeting and support the TBB. Won’t those
taxpayer association guys and the few old
geezers that show up that night be surprised
when they see all those TBB buttons?

If asked, TUFF proposed to tell everyone
not to worry about how the town will pay
for the TBB deficit. But, in fact, they had a
secret plan that they would spring on the
town later … shhhh … it involves trash fees!

What a great idea. Let’s appropriate
money we don’t have for an institution that

can’t stand up to union demands for higher
wages and above-market health benefits.
The only way this will pass is if the scheme
for trash fees is kept secret and town
meeting is packed only with those who are
beneficiaries of the larger school budgets
or those who are just plain hysterical and
will do anything to “save the children.”

So at North Andover’s annual town
meeting this year, TUFF’s secret plan was
unveiled by Peter Reed … immediately after
the TBB budget was safely passed. And
what a silly plan it was. TUFF wanted to
institute trash fees to balance a budget that
its supporters just unbalanced!

Why was the trash plan silly? Because,
in 2003 the Board of Selectmen put a non-
binding question on the ballot that asked
the voters: “Should the Town of North
Andover charge a fee for curbside trash
collection?” The result was a real squeaker.
Those supporting a trash fee numbered 649
(15 percent) and those opposed numbered
3643 (85 percent). What is it about “NO!”
that Peter Reed and TUFF don’t understand?

Clearly, Mr. Reed and TUFF knew that
the town was overwhelmingly against trash
fees. Did they think the town had changed
its mind in just three short years? Of course
not. They didn’t care what the citizens
thought or what the citizens wanted. They
believed that by having the matter decided
at town meeting instead of the voting booth
that they could get their way … the citizens
be damned!

In stepped Ted Tripp and the North
Andover Taxpayers Association (NATA …
not to be confused with the North Andover
Teachers Association). TUFF shouldn’t
credit NATA with convincing the town that
trash fees were a bad idea. Clearly, the town
already thought that. Ted and NATA
probably didn’t sway many opinions, but
they did make sure that everyone in town
knew what Mr. Reed and TUFF were trying
to pull. The spotlights were turned on bright
and the town reacted.

Just like in poker, the School Committee
went “all in” on a bad hand and lost. As in
poker, when you are “all in” and you lose,
you are “all out.”  In this case, the students
are paying the price for the dumbest
imaginable political hijinks.

So here is the advice I promised: Stop
your relentless quest for higher taxes and
fees and start controlling costs.

Focus on educational outcomes, not
spending. Embrace competition to ensure
that our children are well served. And, finally,
bring the School Committee in from summer
vacation with the objective of reversing as
many teacher cuts as possible … the games
must end for the sake of our students.

D IBE L L A
STATE REPRESENTATIVE

Methuen         Democrat

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Chris DiBella

A 

NEW VOICE 

FOR 

METHUEN

dibellaforrep@comcast.net

Q U A L I F I E D
Education

Boston University, Bachelor of Arts, Cum Laude 

Suffolk University, Master’s Degree in Business Administration, High Honors 

Suffolk University Law School, Juris Doctor 

Experience

Community Involvement
Member of the Methuen Exchange Club 

Member of the Methuen Historical Preservation Society 

Member of the Massachusetts Bar Association
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•

•
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•
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the school spenders threatened to close the
Stevens Memorial Library, move all the
books to the schools, and have the
superintendent and his staff move into the
vacated library…uh … building.

The plan, apparently, was not fully baked
since a few minor details seemed to have
been overlooked.

First, the town’s resulting library would
now be hosted by the schools without
adequate parking during school hours, have
no staff to operate it, and would be
unavailable during the hours when most
people use the library – after school and on
weekends! Curing these problems would
cost more than any projected savings …
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Contact us at www.tasullivaninsurance.com

SULLLIVAN
INSURANCE AGENCY

Licensed in MA & NH ~ Se Habla EspanolLicensed in MA & NH ~ Se Habla Espanol
Serving the Merimack Valley for more than 38 Years!

2 Convenient Locations2 Convenient Locations
978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700978-683-4700

344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.344 South Union St.
Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843Lawrence MA 01843

978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200978-681-8200
369 Mer369 Mer369 Mer369 Mer369 Merrimacrimacrimacrimacrimack St.k St.k St.k St.k St.

Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844Methuen MA 01844

* AUTO * HOME * HEALTH * LIFE * BUSINESS
* WORKER’S COMP * CONTRACTORS

REAL ESTATE FOR SALE

Condo - Townhouse    List Price: $212,000
Plaistow, NH 03865 - Rockingham County

1 Level, 2 Bedroom, 1 Full - 1 Half Bath
Tastefully decorated townhome in quiet residential
community on cul de sac, only minutes from the
Massachusetts line. Large 4 rooms, features kitchen with
oak cabinets and new counter top, new berber carpeting
in living room , central air, deck overlooking wooded back
yard, large basement with walk out door can easily be
finished into a large family room.Price reduced must sell.

Approx. Gross Living Area: 1140 sq. ft.

Single Family - Detached List Price: $379,900
East Methuen, MA -  01844 Essex County

Approx. Gross Living Area: 1900 sq. ft.
3 Bedrooms, 2 full Bathrooms

Garage Spaces: 2 Under
Beautiful home in quiet subdivision. Open concept look
with Cathederal ceilings in kitchen and living room. New
hardwood floors and ceramic tile. Dining area overlooks
large deck leading to pool and custom built brick and
stone patio.Lower level features a large family room with
a 24x24 built in heated garage. This home is a must see.

Call Sullivan Real Estate at 978-683-4700

Call Sullivan Real Estate at 978-683-4700
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never wavered. Dave spearheaded the movement to amend
the cable television license and create MCTV, and served
as board president from 1996 until 2004. More than just a
figurehead, Dave Skelly was an active leader for the station
and stood up for the inherent value of Community Access
Television.

He was diligent and effective in his leadership and was
an active participant in several MCTV productions
including:

•Veterans Spotlight

•Methuen on Patrol

•Public Safety Today

•Health Talk

It was an honor to know and work with Dave. He will be
missed.

City Swears in Intermittent Police
Officers

I had the opportunity to swear in nine new intermittent
police officers this week. Congratulations to those officers,
who are committed to public safety. They are Joseph
Shaheen, Vincent McCarthy, Anthony Lorenzo, John
Zaccari, Michael Henrick, Kristopher Haggar, Nicholas
Milone, Joshua Waller, and Neftali Quinones.

Methuen’s Summer Film Series Begins
Our movie program begins at Riverside Park. It is a great

opportunity for family fun outdoors! Summer Film Series -
At Riverside Park - Show time is at Dusk - Free of Charge

Methuen

Elect

Paid for by the Friends of Mike Hennessy, Patricia Neel - Treasurer

“Caring About Methuen’s Future”

* Health care
* School funding
* Auto insurance

Mike listens to the
citizens of  Methuen.
He wants to know what
is imporant to you.

If you would like to help with the campaign call:
978-682-7006 or email hennessy4rep@msn.com

HopHopHopHopHope You’e You’e You’e You’e You’re Having a Good Summer... Sre Having a Good Summer... Sre Having a Good Summer... Sre Having a Good Summer... Sre Having a Good Summer... See You in See You in See You in See You in See You in September!eptember!eptember!eptember!eptember!

Mike Hennessy, candidate for state representative for
the Fifteenth Essex District, won the endorsement of the
state’s top labor union last month.

Leaders of the Massachusetts AFL-CIO, which
represents nearly 400,000 working families in the
commonwealth, met last month to consider endorsements
for the 2006 election cycle.  Hennessy received his
endorsement by unanimous vote of the union’s Executive
Council.

Hennessy is one of four candidates vying for the
Democratic nomination at the September 19th primary for
the seat being vacated by Arthur J. Broadhurst.

Broadhurst is not seeking re-election this fall in order to
run for Registrar of Deeds.  The Fifteenth Essex District
represents Methuen with the exception of Precinct 7.

“I’m very pleased to receive this endorsement,” said
Hennessy, who has a lengthy background of union
involvement.

Hennessy, who after 31 years of service recently retired
from the Methuen Fire Department, also served as
president of the Methuen fire fighters union, as well as a
district vice-president of the Professional Fire Fighters of
Massachusetts, the state’s fire fighters union.  He was
elected to the Methuen City Council twice, serving for six
years, completing his tenure as chairman.

“I have devoted much of my life helping to improve the
lives of working families,” Hennessy said.  “I am extremely
proud to have that acknowledged by this recent
endorsement from a group that fights for working people.”
If Hennessy wins in the primary election on September
19th, he will face the Republican and Independent
candidates at the November 7th general election.

Hennessy Wins Key
Labor Endorsement in

State Rep. Race

Bill Manzi is in his first year as mayor
of Methuen and can be reached at
billmanzi1@comcast.net

Master Plan Process Begins
The Master Plan process so important to Methuen will

kick-off on Wednesday, July 19th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Great
Hall, Searles Building.

The Master Plan Steering Committee has invited all of
the city’s boards and commissions (Community
Development Board, Zoning Board, Conservation
Commission, Historical Commission, etc.) to its first meeting
with the consulting team.

Items on the agenda will include: introduction of the
consulting team, establishing an overall project calendar,
discussion of Master Plan expectations, identifying known
land use trends in Methuen, and creating a public outreach
strategy.

We have set up a website to deal with our development
of a new master plan at www.methuenmasterplan.com. This
website will contain the meeting schedule, Master Plan
documents, and allow direct feedback to the consultant
and steering committee.

Methuen Honors David Skelly
Methuen mourns the loss of one of our great civic leaders,

David Skelly. Dave worked for the Methuen Health
Department from 1998 to 2002. During this time, he served
dutifully in a number of capacities. He was a Code
Enforcement offiicer in Methuen’s Arlington Neighborhood
until August of 1999. Dave also served the people of
Methuen as Sanitary Inspector and stepped forward as
Interim Health Director during a transitional period of the
department.

Dave was recognized as City Employee of the Month in
September of 1998 and always had a passion for his job
and for the city Speaking of passion, Dave Skelly was also
one of the architects, founders and creators of Methuen
Community Television, MCTV. He was dedicated to the
station, its members and staff, and his passion for MCTV

From the Desk of

 Methuen Mayor
 Bill Manzi channels. The legislation would increase the current

community notification requirements promoted in the Sex
Offender Registry Law, by adding the mandatory placement
of detailed information on Level 3 sex offenders on local
government access channels.

The Sex Offender Registry Law, as presently written, does
not require (or even reference) the utilization of a local
government access channel as a method to notify the public
of Level 3 sex offenders either residing or working in a
specific community. However, many states, including
Florida, have experienced significant success in deterring
criminal activity by posting photographs and addresses
on sex offenders on their local government access channels.

While police departments exhibit information on Level 3
sex offenders on their official web sites, many families and
senior citizens cannot afford access to the Internet.

Since police departments already possess wide authority
to display information on Level 3 sex offenders in public
venues (libraries, schools, municipal buildings, etc.) the
exhibition of Level 3 sex offenders on a local government
access channel is a natural and more effective extension of
the public notification process.

Area residents view the local government access channel
to observe live coverage of official public meetings as well
as community notices on a variety of subjects.

The legislation should also provide seed money for local
police departments to purchase equipment designed to scan
official bulletins from the Sex Offender Registry Board,
empowering those local police departments to then email
the images to the local government entity (mayor, manager)
for placement on television.

The official bulletins already provide sufficient visual
and descriptive information for the public to disseminate,
which could potentially deter future offenses. Indeed,
information is power!

Ken Willette is an at Large City Councilor
in Methuen. You can email him at
kennethwillette@comcast.net

Sex Offenders:
From Page 24
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Gardner when a Boston
Herald newsboy on a street
corner yelled “Japs bomb
Pearl Harbor. Read all about
it!” They stopped to get a
paper about the impending
war.

After graduation, and like
many young men of the era,
Eldon went to work in the
mills. He got a job in the
weave room at the
Shawsheen Mill in
Andover.

When war was declared,
Eldon knew the Army would
eventually come after him
and, in the summer of 1943, he was drafted.
He was sent to Ft. Devens for basic training
and subsequently assigned to an MP
company. After a short stint at an Army base
in Michigan, he was ordered to Ft. Ethan
Allen in Vermont where he continued his
MP duties.

Late in 1943, Pvt. Eldon Berthiaume
received orders to go overseas. He shipped
out on the USS Mount Vernon troop
transport as part of a convoy to England.
After he arrived, he spent much of the year
as an MP directing military traffic. This was
during the massive build-up of equipment
and troops in preparation for the Allied
invasion on D-Day. Afterwards, as more
tanks and equipment continued to arrive in
support of the newly established front,
Eldon’s services as an MP were still needed.
Then, suddenly, in late 1944 Eldon was
reassigned as an infantryman to the 3rd

Infantry Division, 7th Infantry Regiment,
Company G … and sent to France.

In early 1945 Eldon’s unit was ordered to
take the small village of Utweiler in the

Alsace-Lorraine area
just across the border in
Germany. This would be
the first incursion of
Allied forces onto
German soil. Before the
troops started out,
Major General John
“Iron Mike” O’Daniel
gathered them together
and told them that there
was “no opposition” in
front of them. Still, the
troops were nervous
because of the
impending battle, and
Eldon remembers that
almost all skipped their
meal that afternoon,

including himself. At 6 p.m., the troops
started out and marched all night long
towards Utweiler to relieve the 26th Yankee
Division. They reached the town around 5
a.m. and suddenly found the ridge above
the town lined with German tanks and
troops.

His radioman urgently requested tanks
to counter the threat. Three scouts were
sent out to meet the U.S. tanks to guide
them in … but the GIs never made it. And
the U.S. tanks never came.

There were minefields all around, so Eldon
and five of his buddies took shelter in the
open cellar of a nearby house, waiting for
help. All of a sudden, a German soldier burst
through a door – a kid no older than fifteen
or sixteen – and in German ordered the
Americans to put their hands up.

He marched them out of the cellar and
headed them towards the German lines.
They were passing a wounded German
officer when one of the American GIs
stopped to put a tourniquet on the German’s

The town of Utweiler, Germany as it looks today. There is no hint
of the fierce battles that took place over 60 years ago.Major General John “Iron

Mike” O’Daniel, commander
of the Army’s 3rd Infantry
Division in early 1945.

leg to stop the bleeding. The officer then
said something to the young German soldier
which Eldon later interpreted to mean “Take
care of these prisoners; don’t let anything
bad happen to them.”

The six Americans walked all day long
behind the German lines until they came to
a house about 4 p.m. They were taken to
the second floor where another German
brought them each a slice of bread and a
piece of lard. At this point Eldon wished he
had taken advantage of the Army meal he
had skipped the day before.

One by one the Americans were taken out
of the room and disappeared, until Eldon
was the last one left. He feared the worst as
he could constantly hear rifle fire in the
distance. A German soldier came and Eldon
was taken to a sparse room with a German
interrogation officer behind a desk. Then
the officer spoke – in perfect English! He
had been educated in the U.S. and had
returned to Germany to settle some family
matters when the war broke out. He couldn’t
get back to the U.S. and was drafted into
the German Army as an interpreter.

Eldon gave the officer his name, rank and
serial number. Then the officer told Eldon
that he would be “alright” and shortly
afterwards he was reunited with his five
buddies. Suddenly, artillery began to rain
down on the area as the Allies advanced.

The American prisoners were hastily put
back on the road with long lines of German
troops heading further back into Germany.
It was here that Eldon noticed that the
Germans were using horses to pull their
artillery and supplies, and he thought, “the
Germans don’t have any gasoline left!”

Again, they marched all night long until
they came to a POW camp where they
stayed for three days. The prisoners were
introduced to a green soup which they
nicknamed “spinach soup.” From here they
were taken to a railroad depot to board a

train. As they were assembling, Allied
planes appeared and strafed and bombed
the train, totally destroying it. Some
Germans were killed in the attack, but,
fortunately, the American prisoners were
unharmed.

So it was back on the road where they
were forced to march to Stalag VA [5A], a
POW camp in Ludwigsburg. Here there were
at least hundreds and maybe more than a
thousand prisoners with large contingents
of Russians, Americans, British, Poles,
French, and Indians. Each ethnic group
stuck together and always had something
to trade to the other prisoners to make life
more endurable.

Eldon remembers that the Russians
always had tobacco for trade. The British
had tea. The Americans sometimes had
chocolate from Red Cross packages. The
Indians, he said, were able to skip eating for
several days and would trade food for other
items. He noted that the French always
seemed to have the latest intelligence on
the Allied progress in the war. He was
convinced that they had a daily source
feeding information into the camp.

There was a day when Eldon was very
hungry and he approached one of the Indian
soldiers for food. Eldon was willing to trade
his watch for a meal. The Indian carefully
examined Eldon’s watch.

Then the Indian took out a list from his
pocket and on it were written the names
Bulova, Hamilton and other well-known
makers of fine watches. Eldon’s watch,
which was an inexpensive brand, was not
on the Indian’s list. The deal was off. Eldon
stayed hungry that day.

The USS Mount Vernon (AP-22) troop transport that
brought Eldon Berthiaume to England

More Massachusetts residents who are
battling HIV disease or those who are
chronically uninsured will have access to
Medicaid health services according to an
approval granted by HHS Secretary Mike
Leavitt.

Secretary Leavitt has approved a plan
that will increase the enrollment cap in the
state’s Medicaid 1115 waiver known as
“MassHealth” from 770 enrollees to 1,300.
Enrollment caps for long-term or chronically
unemployed and therefore uninsured resi-
dents will be lifted from the current 44,000
to 60,000 with today’s approval.  The amen-
dments to the state’s MassHealth program
will also increase the income level for low-
income workers to help them purchase
employer-sponsored health plans.

HHS Approves Massachusetts Plan to Extend
Health Care to More Residents

“Massachusetts has led the way in
getting health care to citizens who would
otherwise not have access to regular health
care services,” Secretary Leavitt said.
“Through today’s announcement, I am
pleased to assist Governor Romney toward

his goal of providing affordable health care
to Massachusetts residents.”

Today’s expansion of the health plan for
the chronically uninsured, the “Essential”
plan, will allow the state to remove 12,000

individuals from the current waiting list for
services.

Low-income workers who receive help
buying employer-sponsored group health
plans will see income eligibility rise from
the current 200 percent of the federal
poverty level ($40,000 for a family of four)
to 300 percent of poverty ($60,000 for a
family of four).  This will allow more workers
to participate in job-based insurance rather
than relying on the taxpayer-funded safety
net care pool that operates in the state with
a mix of federal and state dollars.

The MassHealth 1115 waiver program
currently provides health care services to
over one million state residents and has
reduced the number of uninsured
individuals in the state by 40 percent.

Part 2 of Pvt. Eldon Berthiaume’s
extraordinary story of how he survived
captivity and was eventually freed by
General Patton’s 2nd Armored Division will
be continued in the September issue of The
Valley Patriot.


