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D.J. Deeb represents a
good example of a
commentator who pretends
to impartiality even as he
delivers a warmed-over plate
of Palestinian propaganda:
Israel, the aggressor, is to
blame; the Palestinians (and
the Lebanese) are blameless
(democratic!) victims; stop
Israeli aggression now.

The problems with this text are so
numerous that I have fisked them at my
website: The Augean Stables; here I will
just focus on some of the more egregious
misrepresentations.

One would not know from Deeb’s
description of
Lebanon that, as a
nation it never
came out of its
catastrophic civil
war, remains rent by
armed factions and
de-facto occupied
by one of the most
b r u t a l
dictatorships in
the West.  Here is
the comment of a
L e b a n e s e
“citizen”:

Before the Israeli
attack, Lebanon no
longer existed, it was no more than a
hologram. At Beirut innocent citizens like
myself were forbidden access to certain
areas of their own capital. But our police,
our army and our judges were also
excluded.

That was the case, for example, of
Hezbollah’s and the Syrians’ command zone
in the Haret Hreik quarter (in red on the
satellite map). A square measuring a
kilometer wide, a capital within the capital,
permanently guarded by a Horla army [1],
possessing its own… government.

Among the multitude of errors in his
article, let one stand for the whole in
revealing how misleading Deeb’s
presentation: the refugees in Lebanon fled
in 1948 and were confined to camps,
refused citizenship and human rights, and
generally treated far worse than Israel
treated the Arabs who stayed.

 The refugees who came after 1967 were
driven out of Jordan by King Hussein who
could not tolerate the “state-within-a-state”
behavior of the PLO and drove them out in
a bloody massacre in “Black September”
1970.  These brave warriors fled to Israel to
escape their brother Arabs’ wrath, and the
Israelis, in an unfortunate gesture of
clemency, permitted them to go to Lebanon,
where they created so much tension as to
trigger the civil war (1975-82) in which over
150,000 civilians died.

With the remarks about the Israeli
response to Hizbullah’s attacks we come
into Deeb’s full-fledged partisanship.  The
cry of “illegal” and “crimes against
humanity” is a favorite recourse of anti-
Zionists.

The issues are complex and problematic,
and get at the heart of the ability of
democracies with commitments to law and
morality to survive in struggles with enemies
(like Hizbullah) who have no hesitation
about killing civilians both among their

enemies and – especially if
the media will give them the
PR victory – among their own.

If, as Deeb would have it,
the Israelis have killed
“countless civilians,” that
leaves us with no language
to describe the number of
civilians killed in a civil war
where the monthly rate for

seven years exceeded by a factor of three
or four the victims of the current conflict.

Nor is this difference by accident: Israel
does everything it can, even at the cost of
endangering their own soldier’s lives, to
avoid civilian casualties; Hizbullah does
everything it can to increase its enemies’

and its own
c i v i l i a n
casualties, in
part because it
embraces a
g e n o c i d a l
ideology, in part
so that
ideologues like
Deeb can fight
t h e i r
p r o p a g a n d a
battles in the
West.

But it is when
he tells us about
t h e

“complicated” Israeli-Palestinian conflict,”
that we have Deeb at his best.  His
explanation in fact shows no sign of
complexity; on the contrary he treats us to
a one-sided account.

No mention that the homes destroyed are
those of suicide terrorists who have blown
themselves up among Israeli civilians as the
result of hate-teaching systematically
sponsored by the Palestinian Authority; no
mention that the legal status of the land
“confiscated” is neither Palestinian nor was
it settled; and pure misrepresentation in
claiming that the prisoner exchange is for
— again that word — “countless” women
and children.

Predictably, Deeb trots out the classic
Palestinian propaganda claim about 22% of
the land.  Palestine as defined by the Balfour
Declaration included Trans-Jordan which
the British split off in 1922 to form an Arab
nation (Jordan) on 77% of Palestine (now
by a large majority, Palestinian), where Jews
could not settle.  Jews at partition in 1947
were offered 16% of the original Palestine
which they accepted; the Arabs refused the
opportunity of ruling over 84% and went to
war.

Continuing this disastrous policy of
sacrificing his people’s good for the sake of
Arab honor, Yasser Arafat walked out on
Camp David, and rejected the negotiations
much to everyone’s — including President
Clinton’s distress.

Nor was this unpredictable: From the very
beginning of the Oslo Process, Arafat and
others made clear (in Arabic) that the
concessions the PLO made were a Trojan
Horse permitting them to prosecute the war
of liberation of all Palestine — “from the
river to the sea.”  It was he who set off the
“Al Aqsa Intifada” in response to extensive

In Opposition to Israel
Israel Must Accept Blame

 for Middle East Escalations!
D.J. Deeb

Point - Counter Point

The tragic recent events
in Lebanon are sad, but
were a predictable
outcome of Israeli
government policies and
the lack of interest and
leadership from the Bush
Administration in
facilitating a peace
settlement between the
Israelis and the
Palestinians.  The Bush Administration has
two standards: One for Israel; and one for
the rest of the world.

Space will not permit me to give a
comprehensive historical account of the
events leading up to these tragic
developments. However, my book, The
Collapse of Middle East
Peace: The Rise and
Fall of the Oslo
Peace Accords
(New York:
IUniverse, 2003),
does just that.  I
urge all of you who
are interested to
obtain a copy
t h r o u g h
A m a z o n . c o m ,
Barnes and Noble,
or order it through
your favorite
bookstore.

Lebanon, like Israel,
is a parliamentary democracy in the Middle
East.  Unfortunately, the Lebanese military
and government have been left in a
weakened state following more than 25 years
of civil war.

Syria also occupied and controlled much
of Lebanon until just last year.  In addition,
Palestinian refugees and their descendents
who fled Israel, the West Bank, and the Gaza
Strip during the 1967 war and subsequent
conflicts constitute nearly 10 percent of
Lebanon’s population.  Permanent peace
and stability in Lebanon requires a
settlement of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The bombardment of Lebanon and its
civilians, which constitutes a gross violation
of international law, began in the second
week of July following the kidnapping of
two Israeli soldiers by pro-Palestinian
Hezbollah militants in southern Lebanon.
The Israeli government responded by
raiding infrastructure targets in Lebanon,
killing countless civilians, endangering
25,000 Americans, and practically destroying
the Lebanese airport in Beirut.

Why would Israel bomb the Beirut airport
knowing that it would trap 25,000
Americans?  Are Israeli leaders looking to
drag the United States into another Middle
East war?

To understand these latest developments,
one must understand the complicated
Israeli-Palestinian conflict.  Israel routinely
destroys the homes of innocent Palestinian
civilians in the West Bank and Gaza Strip,
imprisons countless women and children,
and regularly confiscates Palestinian land
for illegal Israeli settlements. Israel uses
American supplied tanks and bulldozers to
carry out these operations.  Hezbollah has
offered to release the Israeli soldiers in return
for the release of Palestinian and Lebanese
women and children held in Israeli jails.

Up until now, negotiations between Israel
and the Palestinians, culminating with the
famous Camp David Talks in the summer of

2000, have all failed to
achieve a permanent peace
settlement because Israel
has refused to
acknowledge United
Nations Security Council
Resolutions 242 and 338 as
the basis for negotiations.
These Resolutions
collectively call on Israel to
return the areas it illegally

occupied during the 1967 war (the Gaza Strip,
the West Bank, East Jerusalem, and the
Golan Heights).  This will allow for the
creation of an independent Palestinian state
and lead to a permanent peace agreement
between Israel and Syria.

In addition, the Arab League
u n a n i m o u s l y

endorsed a Saudi
Arabian proposal

in 2002 to make
peace with Israel
and normalize
relations if it
complies with
these two
R e s o l u t i o n s .
Currently, 4
m i l l i o n
Palestinians are
living in exile
a n d
approximately 1

m i l l i o n
Palestinian citizens

of Israel are being subjected to Apartheid-
like conditions.

The creation of the state of Israel in 1948
constituted 78 percent of historic Palestine,
while the remaining 22 percent was illegally
occupied from the Palestinian Arabs in 1967.
It is only this latter 22 percent of the land
that is now being disputed.

This past February, we witnessed a new
Palestinian Authority emerge led by a
Hamas-majority in the Palestinian parliament
within the occupied Gaza Strip and West
Bank.  This development can be directly
explained as a Palestinian reaction to Israeli
brutality and lack of seriousness in
negotiations.

While the Bush Administration rightfully
demands that Iran comply with United
Nations Resolutions calling for it to disband
its nuclear weapons program, it turns a blind
eye towards Israel.

The Israelis are in violation of United
Nations Security Council Resolutions 242
and 338, which call on Israel to return to its
June 1967 borders.  Instead of complying
with these Resolutions, Israel continues to
build more settlements in violation of the
Geneva Protocol of 1949.

More than 54,000 acres of Palestinian land
and more than 21,000 new Israeli housing
settlements have been constructed illegally
since 1993.  If the Bush Administration wants
to be seen as a credible player in the region
in the eyes of the international community,
then it needs to demand that all sides
comply with international mandates.

The United States gives more than $5
billion a year in American tax dollars to Israel.
Without our financial assistance, Israel
would likely cede to exist as an independent
nation.  Certainly giving this amount of

In Favor of Israel
Local Social Studies Teacher Has
Anti-Semitic View of the World

Prof. Richard Landes

Israel routinely destroys
the homes of innocent
Palestinian civilians in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip,
imprisons countless women
and children, and regularly
confiscates Palestinian land
for illegal Israeli
settlements.

Continued on Page 30 Continued on Page 18

“...in Deeb’s world, the
Palestinians are
democratically minded
folks just waiting to
compromise with an
aggressive imperialist
neighbor who arbitrarily
murders, imprisons, and
humiliates them.”



Mill City Maulers Hold Their First Semi-Pro Game at Veterans Memorial Stadium

Supporters of
Evan O’Reilly
(center) gathered
at the Dolphin on
Salisbury Beach
last month to raise
funds for O’Reilly’s
campaign for state
representat ive.
O’Reil ly, a
republican from
Georgetown, is
challenging State
Rep. Harriett
Stanley in the 2nd
Essex District.

A Grateful Community Says
Good-Bye to Sarah Alvarez
A Grateful Community Says
Good-Bye to Sarah Alvarez

Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan and the Mill
City Maulers football team present a plaque
to the Celia Family in memoriy of the
Lawrence High School Teacher Joe Celia.

As Sullivan walked off the field of the newly
renovated Veterans Memorial Stadium he
looked around in total amazement. “Did you
ever think you’d see the day?” Sullivan asked
referring to the excitement of having a semi-
pro football league playing at the stadium.

Keep Your Hands to Yourself!
Russ Contreras from the Boston

Globe with Hanna, The Valley Patriot’s
ace-reporter. Contreras tried to steal
Hanna away by offering her a job
with the Globe. “We’re way better
than the Globe,” Hanna said, laughing.



Greater Lawrence Tech Students Win
National Gold In Community Service
at SkillsUSA Championships - Again

Greater Lawrence Tech Students Win
National Gold In Community Service
at SkillsUSA Championships - Again

Come visit Sal’s newest concept
Our new 300 seat authentic family Italian Restaurant offers cafeteria
style luncheons and casual-elegant evening dining; with panoramic
outdoor riverside seating available. Executive Chef Antonio
Veneziano from the Amalfi Coast in Italy has created a menu that
challenges any Italian Restaurant in New England.

Come visit Sal’s newest concept

Function rooms available for parties of
10-400 with family style or buffet style meals.

*10% OFFany entree*10% OFF

any entree

*During dinner hours Sun-Sat 4 p.m.- close, not to be combined with other offers
Expires August 31, 2006

10% off any entree, good only at Sal’s Pizza and Italian Restaurant

354 Merrimack Street, Lawrence, MA
(978) 291-0220

Riverwalk Mills in Lawrence …Exit 44 off Route 495

Sal’s Pizza and Italian Restaurant
Conference and Function Facility

N. Andover Residents Turned
out in Record Numbers

Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi Swore in Itermittent
Police Officers last month. Among those sworn in
were retired Lawrence police officer Anthony
Lorenzo who agreed to temporarily come out of
retirement to help out his home town.

Residents of North Andover turned out in record numbers
to oppose trash fees at last month’s Special Town Meeting.
According to Charlie Salisbury, the Town Moderator, more
people attended this town meeting than ever before.

Trash or Recycle?
When Ted Tripp, president of

the North Andover Taxpayers
Association, brought trash bags
filled with newspapers to Special
Town Meeting, (tripp was using
them for visual effect in his
opposition to trash fees) he was
heckled by the trash fee
advocates for not recycling the
newspapers in his bags. Could
we make that up?

Valley Patriot Editor Tom Duggan finally finds a captive
audience he can relate to. Mr. Duggan was invited to tour
the Barefoot Day Care Center in Methuen last month.

Greater Lawrence Technical School’s Community Service team
was under a lot of pressure when they took their state gold-medal
project to the national contest, the SkillsUSA Championships, held
in Kansas City, MO, June 19-24. After all, this was the school’s fourth
trip to nationals, and they already had two national silver medals
and came home with gold in 2005.

Team members Kirssi Gonzales, Suhaiti Villa and Miseal Abreu,
all of Lawrence, left the Andover school feeling nervous, but came
home jubilant, clutching gold medals and scoring 480 out of a
possible 500 points in the contest. This was the highest score ever
logged in the national Community Service competition, according
to GLTS chapter advisors Ilene Karnow and Linda Cote.

Bob Kelley

Register of DeedsRegister of DeedsRegister of DeedsRegister of DeedsRegister of Deeds
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Truth, Life, & Politics

Paul Murano
In the midst of round two of Capitol Hill’s debate on

government funding for embryonic stem cell research, White
House spokesman Tony Snow explained President Bush’s
veto by saying that experimenting on and discarding live
human embryos is murder.  When pressed a couple days
later Snow substituted that word for the phrase “taking a
human life”; basically a softer way of saying the same thing.
As a result talking heads across the cable universe have
been pointing out what they see as an intellectual
inconsistency, claiming that if Bush believes this to be
murder he should shut down all embryonic stem cell
research.  Is there hypocrisy in Bush’s remarks?  There are
three things to consider - intellectual consistency, politics,
and scientific facts.

Intellectual consistency.  Even if President Bush does
believe the process to be murder (which is defined by all of
western civilization until Roe v. Wade as intentionally taking
an innocent human life), he doesn’t have power to stop
privately funded research on embryos because the courts
have ruled the preborn to have no human rights.  Since
abortion is legal, experimenting on live embryos and
destroying them is not illegal.  However, Bush does have
the power with his veto pen to halt more of our tax money
to pay for this.

Politics.  Why then the quick change from the term
“murder” to “taking a human life”?  Perhaps one reason is
that Bush doesn’t want to call millions of Americans
murderers that have experimented on embryos trying to
become pregnant or have killed them in utero trying to
become un-pregnant; especially those who are invincibly
ignorant on these matters.  It would be naïve to think the
president doesn’t care about Republican victories in the
fall, and offending people (even if by the truth) tends to
make them lash out against the messenger.  Unfortunately
to many with ill-formed consciences, legal means moral.

Facts.  The argument, even among pro-lifers, is that since
many embryos from fertility clinics are being discarded,
why not use them for the betterment of humanity?  First,
one can never experiment on and/or kill one human being
for the benefit of another.  Secondly, by using these live
embryos you contribute to the contemporary societal
machine called the culture of death; and by feeding this
machine you contribute to its growth and are partly
responsible for its existence.  It’s similar to the spurious
claim that it would have been okay to experiment on live
Jews in Nazi concentration camps because, after all, it was
legal and they were going to die anyway.  Such use of live
human embryos is not only gravely unethical in itself, but
creates more of a demand and more of a rationale for lethal
practices to continue on the preborn.

The reason there’s even a debate is because many still
do not recognize preborn human beings as human beings;
or they do but don’t care.  Let’s ignore the latter for now
because pure evil doesn’t follow reason.  If one strips away
all religious and philosophical arguments we are left with
science.  Scientific fact is something all human beings of
right mind can agree on.  Science is limited to only one
certain fact regarding this issue: Every human individual -
you, me, and everyone else that has ever lived - begins at
conception.  Every human organism begins their existence
and growth at conception, reaches full maturity
approximately 25 years later, and lives on average around
80 years after conception.  Placing any arbitrary point in
the human lifecycle between conception and natural death
would be one’s own opinion based on guesses, conjecture
and belief, not fact.  And history has shown us that using
the term “not fully human” was disastrous for Jews, slaves,
and native Americans; as it is now with humans in their
embryonic and fetal stages.  The number of preborn humans
in the U.S. that will die today from a deliberate lethal act of
another is around 5000.  The same for tomorrow, and the
next day…

In the context of an era focused on terrorism, we must
declare that national security begins in the womb.  Each
day abortion, in vitro technologies, and embryonic stem
cell research kill far more human beings than 9-11 did.  By
far the most dangerous place to live today is one’s mother’s
womb.  The real inconsistency and horror is that many of
those who have been born ignore this fact and forget where
they came from. Ultimately, history will judge us primarily
not on how we fought the terrorism of radical Islam, but on
how we fought the terrorism of radical secular humanism.
The former is homicide, the latter suicide.  As history has
shown us, feeding the culture of death will ensure our
demise either way.

Amid reports of a deflating housing bubble, over at
Monarch on the Merrimack at the Wood Mill, developer
Robert Ansin has been taking reservations months before
a model is even ready to look at.

The reason?

The best views in Lawrence, a prime location within a
stone’s throw of I-495, acres of green space, on site
parking, a train station right
across the street, money-
saving geothermal heating and
air conditioning, and a design
team with national stature.

“I was thrilled to get Feingold and Alexander, the
architects who supervised the restoration of Ellis Island,”
Ansin says, “and Copley Wolff, the landscape architects
who are designing the Rose Kennedy Greenway.

“Since we bought the building in the fall of 2003, we’ve
taken the time to do our homework,” he adds. “Our goal
was not just any development, but to create a new
community that would have the potential to transform
Lawrence.”

Ansin says that the development team he’s put in place
is a reflection of this commitment. If you look up as you
drive past the Wood Mill these days, you’ll see some of
the work in progress.

Into the first phase of development, the 100-year-old
mill building is the largest residential mill conversion in

New England. Phase one will include 200 loft style
condominiums, retail shops, and several floors of office
space.

Ansin says that all kinds of work is being done in the
building to get ready for the major construction that will
begin later this month.

“We’ve got sandblasters exposing the old brick and oak,
we’re removing materials for
recycling and re-use, and we’re
going to replace every window
in the building at once,” he
says.

One of his goals is to communicate the strengths of
Lawrence and the Merrimack Valley region as part of his
marketing effort.  “We want to make sure that we get the
word out that there this is a uniquely desirable place to
live,” Ansin says.

The Monarch marketing and communications team will
also include Aquarius Advisers, a Boston-area consulting
firm with national scope and Merrimack Valley roots, and
Visual Republique, a Lawrence advertising agency whose
principals hail from leaders such as advertising giant Hill
Holliday.

“Pre-construction sales exceeded my—and
everyone’s—expectations,” says Ansin. “People of all ages
are buying here. They tell us how much they love the idea
of being part of this community and the positive impact
they think it will have on the future of the city.”

Monarch on the Merrimack:
 Spreading Its Wings

From our friends at www.thepeoplescube.com

offers of statehood and the vast majority of the West Bank
and Gaza.

As for the UN resolutions Deeb refers to repeatedly, they
call on Israel to withdraw from territories (not “the areas”)
it occupied, and this in exchange for peace and recognition.

The Arabs (Palestinian leadership of Yasser Arafat
included) rejected these conditions immediately (Three No’s
of Khartoum, September 1967), and have never showed
any sincere commitment to revising that position since.
When Egypt did, the Israelis promptly returned Sinai, and
would have returned the Gaza Strip but Egypt refused.

The notion that Israel’s withdrawal would lead to peace
has to be one of the sillier and more dangerous claims
around these days.  Perhaps back in the 1990s, liberals
everywhere could hope that such a move would lead to
peace, as long as they didn’t consult the websites that
translated Palestinian statements in Arabic.

But in Deeb’s world, the Palestinians are democratically
minded folks just waiting to compromise with an aggressive
imperialist neighbor who arbitrarily murders, imprisons, and
humiliates them.

The Palestinian David against the Israeli Goliath.  It’s an
appealing morality tale with an equally appealing solution:
Israel stand down!

But what if, as the evidence Deeb does not see fit to
mention suggests, the real problem is not Israel, but the
Arab nations’ refusal to recognize the UN’s creation of the
state of Israel (an attitude which predates by 19 years both
the “occupation” and the “illegal” settlements)?

What if Arab elites have, for over half a century now,
been victimizing their own people in pursuit of Arab and
Muslim honor, sacrificing their own people (especially the
Palestinians) in their effort to destroy the “Zionist entity”
which has humiliated them by its very existence?

What if it’s the Israeli David against the Arab Goliath,
and the wars in Gaza and Lebanon right now come from
Israeli withdrawals that Arab leaders have treated not (as
Deeb would have us expect) as signs of conciliation and
generosity, but rather as signs of weakness and invitations
to further aggression?

Then Deeb’s adoption of the “Palestinian Victim
Narrative” blaming Israel actually strengthens the very
people whom Deeb pretends to defend, the Palestinian
victims of Arab irredentism.

Then all of Mr. Deeb’s passionate policy proposals
become recipes for disaster – for Israel, for the Palestinian
people, for Western democracies and any hope for a decent
life for Arab people in the grip of ruthless ruling classes.

How strange and tragic that a progressive would side
with such retrograde forces!

Professor Landes teaches History at Boston
University and has set up a website to monitor
the Mainstream Media at The Second Draft.  He
also maintains a blog, The Augean Stables, at
which this article appears in expanded form with
links to further literature.

Anti-Semetic View of the World:
Continued From Page 15



   August - 2006           The Valley Patriot     19

directly by having students participate in
beta trials in model classrooms. Tackling the
low MCAS scores, by getting to the core of
the problem, could be the first target. Many
colleges and businesses could collaborate
with K-12 schools in a campus environment
by buying/renting space. The colleges,
businesses and schools could share and
sell best practices across the country or
even globally.

On its own, this idea is a long shot to
generate enough interest and then
investment to develop the Center for K-12
Education Excellence on the Bradford
College campus. However, it begins to be
more realistic when you couple it with other
proposals for use of the campus. For
example, it would be a perfect fit with a
private Science High School being
proposed for the campus by a North
Andover resident, and the Hillview
Montessori Charter School, which is looking
for a permanent home. Both entities could
help form the community needed for the
Center for Education Excellence to succeed
and the schools could interact and help each
other achieve their goals. Further, all three
entities can leverage each other’s potential
funding to purchase the campus and make
the needed renovations.

Now let’s take this thought process one
step further. The Green Chemistry Research
and Demonstration Center would also be a
good match with the Center for Education
Excellence and the two schools. One of the
goals for the Green Chemistry Institute is to
introduce Green Chemistry training in K-12
schools.

The schools can be a feeder system to
the Green Chemistry Institute, while the
Green Chemistry Institute can provide
leading edge training to schools to give
students an edge in a potential new
industry. A good analogy is with the biotech
industry, which is centered in Boston and
Cambridge. Biotech basics are being folded
into the Boston public school curriculum.

Finally, there are some interesting
potential funding sources for the Center for
K-12 Education Excellence. The National
Science Foundation and The Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation are two of many
big funding sources for research and
technology in education. Further, major
manufacturers such as Raytheon, General
Electric and IBM have been cited for the
investment that they have made into
improving math and science in K-12
education, primarily because they predict a
shortage of well trained scientists and
engineers in the not too distant future.

known as social computing, that are the
catalysts.

Social computing leverages digital media,
such as mobile devices, e-mail and instant
messaging to address social interaction and
p o l i t i c a l
i s s u e s .
According
to Wiki-
p e d i a ,
“ e a s y
connections
b r o u g h t
about by
c h e a p
d e v i c e s ,
m o d u l a r
c o n t e n t ,
and shared computing resources are having
a profound impact on our global economy
and social structure. Individuals
increasingly take cues from one another
rather than from institutional sources like
corporations, media outlets, religions, and
political bodies.” We believe that schools
should also be included.

Today there are only a few random
students with the courage to challenge the
status quo and associate the institutional
barriers with low test scores. However, with
social computing, a community of students,
even global, can emerge with a common
mission    to find examples of best practices
in education by exploiting collaboration on
the web, and stump for better approaches
in their schools. And the communities
started by kids can grow to include

educators, politicians and proactive parents
to form an ecosystem for excellence in
education.

The Department of Education and public
schools will need to respond by ceding

some control:
o f f e r i n g
communities a
platform to
discuss and
decide what
they want, and
then providing
it. The public
schools will
have to
respond with
the agility to

support the Google approach to success:
devise and try out many early stage “small
chunk” innovations with promise, watch,
learn and iterate. Overarching, monolithic
solutions that take years to first implement
and then validate just don’t work.

The Bradford College campus could be a
Center for K-12 Education Excellence that
addresses best practice teaching and
learning processes, including how to exploit
social computing to make public education
agile enough to continuously improve
based on the interaction of the “Excellence
in Education” ecosystem or community. It
can be a best practices showcase for K-12
high performance educational processes
and methods and associated educational
technology tools.

As examples, other research areas could
include integration of digital media and
global collaboration tools into classroom
instruction, as well as how to securely
create, store and access accurate and
pertinent student records and profiles, so
that each student, his/her parents and
appropriate educators can have this
information on demand to ensure
continuous improvement and prevent kids
from falling through the cracks.

A key research area would be to identify
what performance indicators or metrics can
best characterize how well a student is
doing.

This is a good example of why the
community addressing the problem will need
to include lawmakers, so that past legal
hurdles concerning access of student
records can be dealt with. Many school
systems around the world have solid
candidate approaches to this problem that
may already qualify as best practices.

Further, the Haverhill schools and other
cities in the Merrimack Valley could benefit

Another Proposal for Bradford CollegeAnother Proposal for Bradford College
Innovation Valley (www.ivalley.org)

Can Kids with Social Computing be Catalysts for Excellence in Education
Seth J. Itzkan, John Michitson,

Darien Crimmin

Further, the Haverhill Schools
and other cities in the
Merrimack Valley could benefit
directly by having students
participate in beta trials in
model classrooms. Tackling the
low MCAS scores, by getting to
the core of the problem, could
be the first target.

Business

Earlier this year we offered a potential
solution for the Bradford College campus
in Haverhill, which has been vacant for
several years. That solution, the
establishment of a Green Chemistry
Research and Demonstration Center, the
Bradford Institute, is in its early planning
stages. You can read the latest status at
http://www.ivalley.org/blog/. This month,
we draw your attention to another potential
solution for the campus.

The state Department of Education is
currently bearing down on Haverhill’s
school system because of poor MCAS
results across the city. Mayor James J.
Fiorentini and other city leaders have called
for a new program to require kids who failed
the MCAS to stay after school for remedial
classes. While this is likely the best short
term action that can be taken on behalf of
the students who failed, it obviously is not
going to get to the cause of the underlying
problems plaguing the Haverhill public
schools and many other school systems.

We suggest that the institutional barriers
to excellence in education, such as siloed
classrooms, and a bureaucracy that does
not offer significant incentives for
innovation and excellence may finally be
showing cracks. However, instead of
educators, politicians and activist parents
leading the way, it may well be kids, along
with the relentless evolution of natural
selection, and the emerging phenomenon

Seth  Itzkan is president of Planet-TECH Associates,
a consulting  agency identifying innovations in
economic development.  Recently, Mr. Itzkan helped
The Boston Foundation to  conceptualize and
implement its Hub of Innovations tool.  You can email
him at seth.itzkan@ gmail.com.

John Michitson served as a Haverhill city councilor
for 10 years; the last two as president. He is a
manager and electrical engineer at the MITRE
Corporation in Bedford, Mass. John and his wife, Heidi,
are enjoying the childhood of their 4-year-old
daughter and 6 year-old son.  jmichitson@mva.net.

Darien Crimmin, M.A., works as a freelance writer and
environmental activist in the Boston area.  He holds
a degree in Urban and Environmental Policy and
Planning from Tufts University. You can reach him at
dariencrimmin@yahoo.com

The Innovation Valley initiative seeks to help
stimulate economic growth and quality-of-life
enhancements in the Merrimack Valley.  Every month
we will report on innovative businesses, practices, and
ideas that are helping to make Merrimack Valley the
place to be.  Look for our article in print media and
online at www.ivalley.org.
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Leadership
in the
 Army:

Leadership
on the

Council:

— Protected Methuen’s air and water by
preventing construction of a local power plant.
Linda is an Environmental advocate endorsed
by the Sierra Club of Massachusetts.

— Chaired the recycling and trash committee
that saved Methuen millions of tax dollars.

— Spearheaded the effort that brought the
YMCA to Methuen.

— Sponsored legislation adopted by City
Council to control growth and preserve open
space, saving millions of tax dollars.  Achieved
significant results in both West Methuen and
along the Merrimack River.

— Led the effort to reduce noise pollution in
our City.

I ask for your vote on 19 September!

The Committee to Elect
Linda Dean  Campbell

(Jackie Bolduc, Treasurer)
42 Sugar Pine Lane Methuen, Massachusetts 01844

Email: campbellmethuen@comcast.net

Website: www.campbellformethuen.com

Phone: 978.989.0722

Sincerely,

— 8 ½ years of active service as a
commissioned officer and paratrooper, both
overseas and at Fort Bragg, NC.

— Final Assignment:  Chief of the  Intelligence
Analysis Unit for XVIIIth Airborne Corps, the
Army’s rapid deployment force.

Education:

— Master of Arts, International Relations,
University of Southern California

— Bachelor of Arts, Phi Beta Kappa, Honors
History, UMASS, Amherst

Affiliations:

— St. Monica’s Parish;

— Marsh School PTO;

—  Methuen YMCA Board of Directors;

—  Exchange Club;

—  Methuen Democratic Town Committee;

—  Forest Lake Association; &

— Merrimack Residents for the Environment.

—  The American Legion

LINDA DEAN CAMPBELL
A True Leader To Represent Methuen

 Integrity      Solutions      Results 
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Unenrolled & Pro-Life, Ken Henrick Wants to

Represent Methuen in the Legislature
Valley Patriot Staff

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Open 7 days a week
Sun. - Wed. 11:00am - 9:00pm

Thurs. - Sat. 11:00am - 10:00pm

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

Med. Chicken Wing or
Chicken Finger, Lg. Fr. Fry,

16" Cheese Pizza
& 2 Ltr. Soda

2-16"

Must mention coupon at time of order for delivery, not to be combined with any other offer.

Cheese Pizzas
+ tax

$18.00 + tax

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

$13.99

VPVP

additional toppings $1.25
additional toppings $1.25

ALEX’S HOUSE OF PIZZA

Drivers & Counter Help Wanted

Mike Condon’s First Annual
‘Boy’s Night’ Smoke Out

(Under the Big Top)

at the Sweetheart Iat the Sweetheart Iat the Sweetheart Iat the Sweetheart Iat the Sweetheart Innnnnnnnnn
Friday August 4, 2006

Join us for a great night out! - RESERVE TODAY!

978-682-7012

Meet the Miller
 Lite Girls!

$100.00 per person (limited Seating)
WIN A

WEEKEND AT
FOXWOODS!

Hors d’oeuvers 4pm - 6pm
Dinner (N.E. Clambake) @6pm

* Cash Bar *Entertainment
* Raffles -

*Cigars (Rocky Patel Pkg.)

Join Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi
for a Summer Boat Cruise

Tursday, August 17, 2006 - 7PM-10PM - Boarding at 6:30PM Sharp

He has spent most of his life serving the
public. As a Marine, an educator, a
community activist, an elected official, and
a man who has shown he can top the ticket
in Methuen, Ken Henrick says he is ready
to take on state politics and isn’t afraid to
speak his mind on controversial issues.

Henrick has served three terms as a West
End city councilor, is currently in his third
term on the Methuen School Committee and
his second term on the Greater Lawrence
Technical School Committee. He has also
served on the Essex County Selective
Service Board and the Lawrence Council for
Children.

He is married, has five children and twelve
grandchildren.

At 67 years old, the retired educator says
he wants to represent Methuen at the State
House as an unenrolled candidate for state
representative.

So while the Democrat candidates fight
out a four-way race in the September
primary, Henrick says he is saving his
energy for the general election.

I am running as an unenrolled candidate,”
Henrick says proudly. “I was a Democrat all
my life but the Democratic Party today is
just too damned liberal. They are almost
socialists. The party left me a long time ago
and so I am running unenrolled with a
guarantee to be on the final ballot against
Bob Andrew (the Republican) and whoever
wins the Democrat Primary.”

Asked what his main issues and goals
are as a state representative candidate,
Henrick says he is pro-life. “I have always
been pro-life and I always will. I know that
is not too popular in Massachusetts, but I
feel very strongly in preserving human life.
I’ve never been afraid to say what I really
believe and I have never shied away from
doing what I think is right, and a political
campaign is not going to change that.”

“When they asked me what were
the words I wanted to put on the
ballot next to my name, I listed
veteran, conservative and pro-
life,” he recalls.

“But when I went to
Ashburton Place to turn in my
nomination signatures,
they argued with me
that pro-life was
actually two words to
stop me from using it.
Finally, they had to go
verify it with someone
and they let me keep it.
It was worth fighting
for. There are so few pro-life candidates
running in this state. It is sad, really.”

Henrick says he opposes abortion except
in those very rare cases where there is an
issue with the life of the mother or in a case
of rape or incest. He also opposes
embryonic stem cell research, but insists
that he is not opposed to all stem cell
research. “Some of the research they have
done with adult stem cells is amazing and I
hope we can steer the research in that
direction so that we are not taking a human
life while trying to find ways to save others.”

Henrick is a life-long educator, serving
as a guidance councilor for 27 years at the
Greater Lawrence Technical School. With
a bachelor ’s degree in industrial
management and a master’s degree in
education counseling, Henrick says
education is very important to him and will
be a main part of his platform.

He opposes the MCAS requirement for
graduation, supports teachers unions,
opposes vouchers and charter schools,
and will not support building a new
Methuen High School.

“I have given that MCAS test several
times. And I believe this 100 percent: a great

many teachers couldn’t pass
MCAS if they took it forever.

When it first came out, it
sounded all wonderful and it
was going to raise
expectations and all that. But
since I have gotten an

education on the test itself, I
have seen that there are

some kids who will never
be able to pass that test
no matter how many
times they take it. When
you look at kids like in
Lawrence, which is 90%
Latino, how are they
going to pass that test?”

Henrick added that he thought each
school district should administer its own
type of MCAS test tailored to its student
population. “Let each district with different
populations come up with their own criteria
for their own kids. For the state to say who
should graduate and who shouldn’t isn’t
right. There are some great kids who try as
hard as they can and they can pass all their
subjects, but they can never pass it. Never.”

“Let’s face it, a lot of teachers are lenient,
especially in a vocational school. You have
a lot of good kids who come in and try hard
and a lot of teachers are going to pass them
through because they try so hard and it
would be a shame to hold them back. But
for the state to hold them back isn’t right.”
He said he opposes vouchers and charter
schools because it takes money away from
public education and leaves the public
school kids behind.

Henrick grew up in Lawrence and moved
to Methuen 23 years ago. He said the
condition of Methuen High School has to
be addressed in the next state
representative’s term. “I would favor
renovating the school over building a new
one. It is just too expensive and the state
money is drying up. We have 1,800 kids in
one facility that is 30 years old and we have
to do something, but building a new school
is too extravagant. It’s an old building, but
not too old to fix it up and put these kids in
a building that serves them well.”

Henrick says the key to winning the state
representative race and serving as an

effective representative after the election is
providing “exceptional constituent
services.”

“When people call me, I keep a book of
every call. I take their name and number and
return every single call. That is what people
really want. We are always going to disagree
with people on issues, but when the voter
picks up the phone does your
representative get back to you? Do they do
the follow up? Do they address your
concerns? That is what people want in a
representative and I am gong to give it to
them.”

Henrick also says he is strong supporter
of referendum petitions. “When the
legislature killed the gay marriage vote, it
was wrong. Agree with it or not, the people
demanded a vote and it is up to us to make
sure they get it. It should have been put on
the ballot. That may cost me votes, but so
be it. The voters have the right to vote on it
whether I agree with them or not. I am going
to make sure they get representation out of
me when issues like that come up. The same
thing goes for the 5% income tax rollback.”

“Especially with the surplus money we
have, let’s give it back to the people. Like
everything else in the state, temporary
means permanent. There is no such thing
as a temporary tax.”

Henrick says that if he wins a seat at the
State House he will have to give up at least
one of his other elected positions. “But I
will deal with that when the time comes. It is
important to work with the mayor and I will
do that,” he added.

Henrick supports universal health care.
“I truly think we should have health care
for every single individual in this state. Look
at the billions we spend in Iraq; we are
throwing money away like it’s nothing. Look
at the billions wasted on the Big Dig. Believe
me, we can certainly afford to insure
everyone. We find the money when we want
to and I think it’s time we want to.”

Henrick’s son Brian is managing his
campaign and is holding a fundraiser on
October 2nd at Jackson’s Restaurant.
Henrick topped the ticket in almost every
precinct in the last election and says he
hopes to do the same this year.

Newburyport Whale Watch
54 Merrimack St.
Newburyport, MA

Suggested Contribution: $50, Hors d’oeuvres & Cash Bar

RSVP  by
08/07/06

For Tickets call 978-686-4385


