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Lawrence

“These allegations stem from actions
taken in November when Mayor Sullivan
terminated members of the Merrimack Valley
Workforce Investment Board, without cause
and due process, and with the support and
encouragement of the state administration,”
Gagliardi said.

The complaint
alleges that in
removing the
board members,
Sullivan has
prevented the
board from
carrying out its
f e d e r a l l y
m a n d a t e d
oversight of the
federal workforce
funds in Lawrence
and 14 other cities
and towns.

The Sullivan administration is also
accused of threats and intimidation of the
Workforce Investment Board members.

The complaint states that, late last year,
members of the Merrimack Valley Workforce
Investment Board uncovered a $1.1 million
fund under the control of Sullivan that had
been undisclosed to members of the
Workforce Board and not being used for the
federally-mandated training of unemployed
residents.

Following the discovery of this fund in
2005, the city and state both initiated a
process to undercut the authority of the
Workforce Board, which led to its
disbanding on November 18, 2005.

“It is clear, and we charge in the complaint,
that Kevin Sullivan, the brother of Mayor
Sullivan and former cabinet secretary, used
his influence to secure the removal of the
board in retaliation for the political support
some members offered to Mayor Sullivan’s
opponent in the recent mayoral election,”
said Gagliardi.

The complaint further continues that
Mayor Sullivan sought authority to dismiss
Workforce Board members and staff who
disagreed with his policies, at will, which
the Workforce Board refused.

The board has no legal requirement to
carry out the policies of the mayor, but

rather serves as an overseer on the use of
federal and state workforce funding.

“We allege that board members were fired
when they refused to follow the policies of
Mayor Sullivan,” Gagliardi said. “These
board members are bound by federal

w o r k f o r c e
development laws
and the Consti-
tution of the
United States, not
the unilateral
decrees of the
mayor of
Lawrence.”

The Merrimack
Valley Workforce
Investment Board
is one of 16
w o r k f o r c e
investment boards

in Massachusetts established under the
federal Workforce Investment Act.

The 37-member, private-sector-led
Merrimack Valley Board is comprised of
local business, education, labor and
workforce leaders.

The complaint alleges that the members
were carrying out their responsibilities in
accordance with the federal law when they
were fired.  “This was an unprecedented
action both in Massachusetts and
nationally,” says Gagliardi.

The complaint alleges that the
commonwealth departments responsible for
workforce development colluded with the
mayor in the termination of the independent
board, in an effort to exercise control over
the board and to interfere with the board’s
efforts to reform the disjointed and
duplicative workforce system.

“In fact, with both the discovery of the
secret fund and a review of the operations
of the One-Stop Career Center, the board
had sought changes to streamline and
increase accountability for the system,
which the state resisted,” says Gagliardi.

Executive Director of the Workforce
Investment Board, Shaw Rosen, who also
has a lawsuit pending against Mayor
Sullivan, is also being represented by
Attorney Walter Underhill.

Sullivan Sued In Federal Court

Continued from Page 1

“In fact, with both the

discovery of the secret fund

and in review of the

operations of the One-Stop

Career Center, the board had

sought changes to streamline

and increase accountability

for the system, which the

state resisted.”

- Mike Gagliardi

appealed by the city of Methuen and a
hearing is scheduled for this June.

The workers’ compensation claim filed by
Metin was based on her allegation of sexual
harassment and emotional stress. The
medical evidence presented at conference
was apparently enough to establish that
Metin suffered an
injury at work
w h e r e
c o m p e n s a t i o n
had to be
a w a r d e d
according to
Massachuset ts
General Laws,
Chapter 152.

By statute, the
hearing, as with
the conference,
will be heard by
Judge Bean. The
hearing was
originally scheduled for March 5th, but has
been rescheduled to June.

Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi told The
Valley Patriot that he could not comment on
the case as it was in litigation, but did
confirm that Ms. Metin had been awarded
workers’ compensation benefits and was
presently receiving weekly payments.

Manzi also confirmed that the hearing of
March 2006 was rescheduled until June
because the city had recently hired Attorney
Frederick Fairburn to take the matter over
from David Bain.

When questioned by The Valley Patriot
about the workers’ compensation claim, City
Councilor Kathleen Corey-Rahme seemed
surprised, though she would not say if she
had already known about the claim.

“It is an open and ongoing investigation,
so I just don’t feel comfortable commenting
on it,” Rahme said. “However, I can say that
it is absolutely ridiculous that she is
receiving workers’ compensation, especially
given the fact that the city offered her
another job at the Quinn Building. They
attempted to make her feel comfortable and
she refused it,” Rahme added.

City Councilor Ken Willette said that at a
public meeting former Mayor Sharon
Pollard continually stated that Metin was,
in fact, a “victim.”

“I have had to repeatedly correct that;
she is an alleged victim,” Willette said.
“I’ve never favored her getting workers’

compensation. It
isn’t right. To my
knowledge, from
everything I’ve
seen, she isn’t a
victim of
anything. I have
seen no evidence
whatsoever that
she is a victim.”

On October 24,
2005, Fulya Metin
underwent a
court-appointed,
impartial medical
examination by Dr.

Michael Marcus, whose specialty is
psychiatry. Because of privacy issues, The
Valley Patriot was unable to obtain
documentation about the exam.

Judge Bean will use the results of this
examination in determining whether or not
Ms. Metin’s workers’ compensation will
continue. In his hearing order, Judge Bean
could continue benefits, reduce benefits or
terminate benefits. Either side could then
appeal the hearing order to the next level
within the Department of Industrial
Accidents, the Review Board.

The $483.32 in weekly benefits is based
upon 60% of her average weekly wage of
$805.53. The conference order also awarded
payment of her medical bills and her
attorney fees as well as expenses.

Metin has another case pending with the
Massachusetts Commission Against
Discrimination (MCAD). Boston Attorney
Kenneth Mickiewicz has confirmed that his
office is representing the city of Methuen
for the MCAD case, but said that there is
no hearing date scheduled as of yet.

To date, Ms. Metin has received over
$20,000 in workers’ compensation benefits.

Lariviere Secretary Gets
Workers' Comp

From Page 1
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workers’ compensation,
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comfortable and she refused

it.”
Kathleen Corey Rahme,

Methuen City Council
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Did You Know? Last
year the YWCA
provided ser-vices to
147 sexual assault
victims and 1057
victims of domes-tic
violence.  Court
advocates assisted
1,110 victims in
obtaining restraining
orders.  The Youth
Education program
educated 3,889 teens
on healthy relation-
ships and presented
165 community
workshops to raise
awareness about
sexual assault.

April is Volunteer Appreciation Month

April is also dedicated to appreciating
volunteers.  Non-profit agencies, including
the YWCA, are able to give so much to the
community because of the hard work of
volunteers!

Hotline volun-teers are certified sexual
assault counselors who listen, offer sup-port
and provide crisis information/referrals to
sur-vivors and their families.

April Is Sexual Assault Awareness Month
The month of April is dedicated to

increasing community awareness around
sexual assault, which includes education,
prevention and supportive services for
survivors.

Did You Know? Sexual assault is any kind
of sexual activity that is unwanted, enacted
by one person on another without consent
— it may include the use of physical force
(but many sexual assaults do not), and it
involves some combination of coercion,
threats and intimidation.

Did You Know? Women, girls, men and
boys, of all ages and backgrounds, can be
victims of sexual assault.  In Massachusetts,
statistics show that adolescent and adult
sexual assault is happening at …7,645 per
year, 637 per month, 21 per day, 1 per hour!
U.S. Bureau of  Census, Mass. population
projections, 1999.

Did You Know? The YWCA has been
providing free sexual assault services to the
Greater Lawrence community since 1995,
including:

* 24 hour hotline (1-877-509-YWCA)
* 1:1 counseling
* Support groups
* Legal/medical advocacy
*Prevention/education programs.

On behalf of the
YWCA staff, and
the survivors that
they have support-
ed, we would like to
recognize four
volunteers who
have been volun-
teering with the
Sexual Assault
Program for over
four years! We are
grateful for the
dedication and the
compassion that
these women, and
all our volunteers,
share with our
community.  We

could not do this important work without
you all!

In their own words:

Evelyn Guzman-Hoogvliets:  I have been
a nurse for 13 years and I am attending
Northern Essex community college to
become a RN. I have been a volunteer since
2001 and have learned many things which
have allowed me to better care for my
patients. As a nurse I am an advocate for
patients, but as a volunteer I am an advocate

for sexual assault and rape victims. My
mission is to empower women with
knowledge and understanding that it is not
their fault and that there are people in this
world who care for them.

Linda Johnson: I was born and raised in
Lawrence and now live in the house my
grandfather built.  I am firmly rooted and
committed to my community.  As I grew up,
I discovered that my passion was my love
for family and people and I have always been
open and flexible to learn something from
everyone I meet. The volunteer training I
received has enriched my understanding of
the needs of women in the community and
allowed me to better serve them.  I feel
honored to be chosen and recognized by
the Sexual Assault Volunteer Program.

Maricelis Ortiz: Volunteering for the
YWCA Sexual Assault hotline has been a
wonderful experience for me.  I have
dedicated my life to working with children
and for me volunteering on the hotline is a
way that I can give back to adults. It is a
wonderful feeling to know that you can make
a difference in people’s lives just by listening
to what they have to say. All they want is
someone to talk to or vent to about their
feelings during that horrible time in their life.

Helen Torres Rodriquez: As a child I
attended several activities at the YWCA.  It
was always a place that represented
community and structure for me. I felt a
connection to the YWCA and volunteering
seemed to be an appropriate way of helping
the community.

I continue to be involved because I see
the difficulties that Merrimack Valley
residents have when faced with sexual
assault issues. I feel that what I provide is a
small portion compared to the courage it
takes for victims and caregivers to contact
us and get the assistance they need.

Greater Lawrence Men Against
Violence: Another important partnership of
the YWCA includes working with men
committed to ending violence against
women.  This group of men has joined the
White Ribbon Campaign, which is the
largest effort in the world of men working to
end men’s violence against women.
Wearing a white ribbon is a personal pledge
never to commit, condone, nor remain silent
about violence against women. For more
information, contact Andy Polanco at 978-
687-0331 ext 1036.

How can you get involved in raising
awareness around Sexual Assault
Prevention?

The YWCA is always seeking new
community partners to join us in building a
safe, healthy community.  Here are some
ways YOU can get involved in this work:

* Teal is the official color representing
Sexual Assault Awareness.  Please stop by
the YWCA and pick up a ribbon to show
your support towards ending sexual assault.

* The community is invited to a workshop
on April 20th, at noon, designed to raise
awareness about sexual assault.

* Contact the YWCA to find out how you
can become a certified sexual assault
counselor and join our team!

To learn more about the YWCA’s
services/programs, call (978) 687-0331, or
visit www.ywcalawrence.org

Susan Staples/YWCA

Susan Staples has her M.Ed in
Counseling and Psychology and has
fourteen years experience in the
field of Domestic Violence/Sexual
Assault.  Susan is the Coordinator
of Community Education at the
YWCA.

DIAMOND MORTGAGE SERVICES, INC.

Mass Mtg. Bkr. Lic# MB0350, RI Lic#97000735LB, NH Lic# 7404-MB
SE HABLO ESPANOL

Fax: 978-682-1125 • Email:

L.adie@DMSIMTG.com

• 800-601-2777 • 978-682-1166

CALL DMSI NOCALL DMSI NOWW

WHILE RATES ARE STILL LOW!

If you are paying $1,000 or more in rent,
stop paying your landlord’s mortgage and
start paying your own! DMSI will show you
how. We do commercial no doc loans….Great
for the cash business owner who has a hard

time keeping track of their records..

GETTING A MORTGAGE HAS

NEVER BEEN EASIER!

Call Lance NOW!

Paying Rent Means Paying Someone Else's Mortgage!

STOP THROWING YOUR

MONEY AWAY!

Buy NoBuy NoBuy NoBuy Now! No Money Dow! No Money Dow! No Money Dow! No Money Down!wn!wn!wn!
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Felix & Maria GonzalezFelix & Maria GonzalezFelix & Maria GonzalezFelix & Maria GonzalezFelix & Maria Gonzalez

Happy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th AnniversaryHappy 50th Anniversary

Felix & Maria Gonzalez

Juvenal Pombar (middle), Former
Colleague of Felix Gonzalez Reads a

Dedication

The Gonzalez Family (L-R) Luis, Jose, Maria, William, Sixto, Georgelina, Andres, Anita

Thank you to all those who joined in our family celebration!

- Jorge A. Gonzalez

State Senator Sue Tucker Presents a Senate
Proclamation Congratulating Felix & Maria for

 50 Years of Marriage

Jorge Gonzalez with His Wife
Barbara & Daughter Patricia

Lawrence Council President Patrick Blanchette Presents a Proclamation

from the City Council to Felix and Maria. (L-R)  Councilor Marie Gosselin,

Councilor  Nilka Alvarez, Maria and Felix Gonzalez, Council President

Blanchette, Councilor Jorge Gonzalez (Son) and Councilor Grisel Silva
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on the Move

Lawrence

on the Move
Mayor Michael J. Sullivan

Lawrence

•

Lawrence Planning Director Michael R. Sweeney

Planning for
the Future

The Office of Planning and Community
Development has been under some heavy
criticism over the last year after a U.S.
Housing and Urban Development
Department audit determined that there were
a number of serious issues that needed to
be addressed.

Furthermore, they found that many of the
issues plaguing Lawrence were systemic in
nature and had been reoccurring problems
over the last ten years.

The good news is that there is no
evidence of misappropriating or
misspending of funds that would have
resulted in sanctions or a repayment plan.

Well, the good news has just got better.
HUD has declared that all the findings of
previous concerns have now been ade-
quately addressed by the city of Lawrence.

To accomplish this task, my administration
enlisted the services of several consultants
who would, in turn, work closely with HUD
staff to improve the city’s department of
Planning and Development.

The results of those efforts have been
impressive and several important
benchmarks have been met by a lot of hard
work. All programs continue to be funded
and expedited to ensure that the many local
groups that depend on this funding were
not negatively affected.

A five-year consolidated plan has been
created and approved by HUD, which will
take the city through the year 2010:

• A neighborhood revitalization strategy
has been approved for the North Common
Neighborhood Area.

• The Gateway, Downtown Lawrence and
even some of lower Prospect Hill are
targeted. This will ensure that the city can
show tangible and measurable results over
the next three years, as is recommended
under HUD best practices.

• A three-million-dollar Lead Paint Abate-
ment grant was applied for and received.
This will allow the city to stay aggressive in
its efforts to fight lead paint poisoning and
bring many units into compliance.

• An annual action plan for 2006 CDBG
and home funds was created and accepted
on time. We are currently awaiting the letter
of credit and have been assured that the
Office of Community Development will be
receiving full funding very shortly.

Michael Sullivan is serving his
fifth year as mayor of Lawrence
and was just elected to his second
term. You can email his office with
comments and questions at:
N_Carroll@cityoflawrence.com

The Lawrence Planning Department, with
strong input from Caroline Ganley,
Department Head of Inspectional Services,
has instituted a Plan Review Process.
Mayor Michael J.
Sullivan has been
very supportive of
this initiative. The
Plan Review
Process gives
developers the
opportunity to
make an informal
p r e s e n t a t i o n
concerning their
development plans
for a particular
parcel of property in
Lawrence.

Members of the Plan Review Process
include: Fire Chief Takvorian, Fire Captain
William Lannon, Fire Lieutenant Martin
Dallon, Building Commissioner Luis
Waldron, City Engineer Andy Wall,
Economic Developer Tom Schiavone, Land
Use Planner Dan McCarthy, Esq.,
Administrative Assistant to the Boards
Anne-Marie Doherty, Head of Department
of Public Works Frank McCann, and
Inspectional Services Department Head
Caroline Ganley.

Developers have the opportunity to pro-
vide details about their plan on a commercial
development or multiple housing units to
city officials. Before formally submitting
their plans, developers are getting initial
feedback from a variety of departments.

Plan Review Process
Any areas of concern, from public safety

issues to building code matters, can be
pointed out immediately to them.
Developers can then make adjustments to

their plans before
submitting them to
B u i l d i n g
Commissioner Luis
Waldron for formal
r e v i e w .
Additionally, a
developer benefits
from knowing the
issues that will
have to be

addressed right from
the beginning of the

process.

If there are safety concerns that fall under
the jurisdiction of the Fire Department, the
developers get feedback at this meeting
directly from senior members of our Fire
Department.

The process also saves time for
companies looking to bring projects into
the city. Instead of running around the city
and waiting months to get complete
answers, developers are provided the
opportunity to get feedback and a heads
up on any red flags before the shovels hit
the ground.

The city benefits by getting all
departments on the same page concerning
future development in Lawrence. It also
gives members from the different city depart-

What is really needed is
feedback from members of the
community, including the private
citizen, the private business
owner, and the board members
of non-profits. How can we
improve our office to better
serve your needs and answer
questions that you have in a
timely and professional fashion?

Developers have the
opportunity to pro-vide details
about their plan on a commercial
development or multiple housing
units to city officials. Before
formally submitting their plans,
developers are getting initial
feedback from a variety of
departments.

Continued on Page 16

Attorney

Robert F. Kelley

** ELECT**

Democratic
Candidate

for
Northern

Essex
Register
of Deeds

Paid for by the Kelley Associates 21 Williams Street, Andover, MA 01810

To Volunteer, Make a Donation or For
More Information Contact

Michael Fielding at (978) 852-5106

Tuesday,  September 19, 2006

FOR OUR MILITARY FAMILIES!
Come Pray with Us

Starting Sunday, February 5, 2006 and continuing on the first
Sunday of each month at the 9:00 AM Mass, our community will
pray in a special way for God's protection of our brothers and sisters

who serve in the military and for the progress of peace in the world.
Please share this opportunity with family and friends and invite them
to join us for refreshments in the parish center after Mass.

Join us to support our troops and their families with prayer!

Where: St. Patrick's Parish (118 S. Broadway,

Lawrence, MA 01843).

Dates: May 7th,
& June 4th

Call for directions: 978-683-9416

Most importantly, the city of Lawrence
has developed a complete re-organization
of our department, which will be vastly
different.

With the help of consultant Dan Cahill,
my administration has submitted a re-
organization plan that separates the
department into an Office of Planning and
an Office of Community Development.

This plan was wholeheartedly endorsed
by HUD and recently approved by the
Lawrence City Council. Along with this
division, the plan included a complete
compensation and classification of all
positions. This will ensure strong
qualifications, good chances for
advancement, and long-term employee
retention to strengthen both departments.

Lawrence’s Personal Director Frank
Bonett was instrumental in making sure this
plan was a good reflection of what he was
working on citywide and that job
descriptions would enlist strong candidates
to all position. Even though many projects
will take a coordinated effort from both staffs
as well as input from other city departments,
the re-organization will allow for a more
focused approach on projects that are paid
for through HUD funding.

The new departments will also have
additional support staff to better serve the
public and increase the capacity of the two
departments.

The current staffs of the Office of
Planning and Community Development did
an outstanding job under less than optimal
conditions through the leadership of Mr.
Fred Carberry. Both the senior staff of HUD
and the consultants Dan Cahill and Jansi
Chandler said that they were impressed with
the professionalism and the good morale
shown by staff throughout the entire
process.

This certainly bodes well for the future of
these departments and I am sure as we
continue to build a strong office on this solid
foundation, it will be the citizens of Lawrence
who will be the big winners in the end.
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gearing up now for a run against
Al Perry in the School

Committee race. Especially
given the fact that Ed

Maguire will be running.
This will put
t h e
conservative

squeeze on
Perry and

hopefully send him back to the private
sector where he belongs.

At least Steve Dawe has a real plan for
education, which he presented to the
Finance Committee last week. The Dawe plan
would close the $2.7 million gap in the school
department’s budget without any layoffs
and without a Prop. 2 1/2 override. Perry is
too busy trying to bail out his pal
Harutuanian these days to focus on the
budget right now, and besides, he has
already put forth the “Perry Plan.”   Go Steve!

Bill Kelly - Take the Money

North Andover School Committee member
Bill Kelly does not accept the $2,000 stipend
offered to elected officials because of a
campaign promise he made before getting
elected. But based upon the Harutunian
situation and all of the hard work Bill puts
into his job as a committee member, I think
he deserves the stipend and should take the
money.

** MEDIA WATCH**
Lanen “Shocker”

It appears that only the Tribune
was “shocked” by Dan Lanen’s

win for selectman in last week’s
North Andover race. The
www.valleypatriot.com and the
Paying Attention Radio
Program on WCAP, 980am,
predicted Lanen’s win weeks
before the election.  Too bad
the Tribune wasn’t “Paying
Attention”! I guess Mark Vogler

didn’t tell his editors where he gets all his
best scoops!

Get a Call Yet from Danforth?

If you are in the know in North Andover,
don’t be surprised to receive a call from
James Danforth of Central Investigative
Services.  He is in charge of the Harry
Harutunian investigation and has been
calling North Andover and Reading
residents all week. From what people are
telling us about Danforth’s investigation, I
just can’t wait to see that report. It should
read like a Jackie Collins novel.

Torrisi and the Aliens

You would think that
when making speeches
and pandering to a
crowd, state
Representative David
Torrisi would give
credit to a
constituent who
could actually vote
for him.  But, at the
joint meeting between the North Andover
state delegation and the North Andover
School Committee regarding the budget,
Torrisi congratulated Paddy Duncan for her
e-mail and “insightfulness.” How funny is
this?? You see, Paddy Duncan is a citizen of
Canada and admittedly cannot vote in the
United States. Hey, didn’t Torrisi also vote
for in-state tuition for illegal aliens?  I wonder
where he stands on the McCain-Kennedy
Bill. One thing for sure, if you are an illegal
alien or just a non-citizen of the country,
Dave has your back!

and Devers were there to
pander to the criminals,
leaving the citizen-voters
with NO CHOICE at all
when it comes to
picking a state rep. who
will defend the laws of
this nation. My only
question to the Devers
campaign is this: what
incentive do the voters
have to choose Devers over Lantigua, if
Devers goes out of his way to show that he
and Lantigua are no different on the issues?

IMMIGRANT RIGHTS??

Speaking of the illegal alien rally last week,
we found it interesting that the Alabama
Eagle-Tribune ran a headline the day after
the rally which read, “Lawrence
demonstrators march for immigrant rights.”
This rally was promoted on Spanish
language radio stations as a demonstration
in support of ILLEGAL aliens. Now, I
wonder why the Tribune would try to
deceive the public about the purpose of this
illegal rally for illegal aliens? For a minute I
almost thought I was reading The Latino
News!

Term Limits for Life?

Methuen Councilor Bob Andrew wants
to bar citizens from running for office for
more than two terms in any elected position
for life. It is hard enough getting candidates
to run for office in Methuen without barring
the very people who care enough to step
forward and serve the public. The best way
to achieve term limits is the ballot box, my

friends. Methuen voters should repeal all
term limits and restore the voting rights back
to the people.

And by the Way...
YOUR WELCOME!

The Eagle~Tribune ran a neat little story
in last Sunday’s paper about former Mayor
Mary Claire Kennedy’s portrait finally being
put up at City Council chambers in City Hall.
We want to thank Mark Vogler of the Trib
for taking my Notebook item from February
and writing a story about it. It would have
been nice if Vogler had
informed his readers that
it was because of the
efforts of The Valley
Patriot that Mary
Claire’s portrait
was finally put up.
But, given how
many stories
Vogler steals off
The Valley Patriot
web site, I didn’t really expect him to admit
that we do most of the research on his
stories.

Sign Everyone’s Papers

During last week’s North Andover
elections, both candidates for Essex Register
of Deeds, Bob Kelley and Arthur
Broadhurst, were in the high school parking
lot collecting signatures to get on the ballot
for this fall’s primary. Apparently, there was
some confusion about whether
or not someone could sign
both candidates’ nomination
papers. Fortunately, North
Andover Town Clerk
Joyce Bradshaw came
to the rescue and
advised everyone
that, yes, any
Democrat or
unenrolled could sign
both candidates’
papers.  So if you happen to see state
Representative Arthur Broadhurst, you can
sign his nomination papers and if you see
Bob Kelley’s cute daughters, you can sign
their dad’s papers.

Huster vs. Perry

It appears that perpetual candidate for
School Committee, Diane Huster, is gearing
up for another bite of the apple in the ’07
race for School Committee against chairman
Al Perry. Perry is the only member up for re-
election next year and is not all too popular
these days given his rubber stamp votes
for Harry Harutunian. But Huster wouldn’t
be much better if you look at her record of
supporting overrides and using scare tactics
to get more money for the schools. So, we
found it odd that during last week’s six-hour,
closed-door meeting between the North
Andover School Committee and Harry
Harutunian, that Huster waited for six hours
for the outcome of the meeting like a vulture.
She was the only one there who was not a
reporter waiting to see if Harutunian would
be fired.  Who knows? Maybe she was
practicing to become a reporter for The
Valley Patriot.

Dawe vs. Perry

Here’s a better idea than putting Diane
Huster back on the School Committee (then
again, electing a cardboard cutout of Ralph
Carerro is better than electing Diane again).
Finance Committee member and former
candidate for selectman, Steve Dawe, who
came in a respectable third place in last
week’s selectman’s race, would be a perfect
candidate. It is unlikely that he will run for
selectman against Chairwoman Rosemary
Smedile next year, so I suggest he start

Lawrence

TOM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOKT  T  TOM DUGGAN'S NO OM DUGGAN'S NO OM DUGGAN'S NOTEBOOK TEBOOK TEBOOK
Al Perry ... Public Servant?

Try calling North Andover School
Committee Chairman (and Harutunian butt-
boy) Al Perry these days and you are likely
to get a continuous ring whether you call
his cell phone or his home phone. Such was
the case last month when Perry called a
member of The Valley Patriot editorial staff
to complain about something he hadn’t even
seen on our website
(www.valleypatriot.com). When I tried to call
Mr. Perry back to belay his misguided
concerns, the voice mail on both his home
and cell phones was turned off. This was
the first week of the Harutunian scandal, so
you might think he would be accessible to
answer the public’s questions. But, of
course, he was missing in action. Guess
where he was on the week after the
Harutunian scandal hit (the same week the
budget was supposed to be worked on)??
Perry was ON VACATION! Now that’s what

I call public service.

Devers & Lantigua
the Same??

If Marcos Devers
really wants to
challenge Willie
Lantigua for state
representative in the
fall, he is going to have

to do something to distinguish himself from
the incumbent. Instead, it seems that
everywhere you look these days, if Willie
Lantigua is present to support something,
so too is former Mayor Marcos Devers.

 At last week’s rally for ILLEGAL ALIENS
on the Lawrence common, both Lantigua

LOTTERY

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1978

TOWER HILL VARIETY & SUBS
101 Ames Street  •  Lawrence, MA  •  978-682-7222

HOURS: Monday - Friday 8am-7pm
WE ACCEPT MASTER CARD & VISA

PARTY PLATTERS

SUPER SUBS
MEATBALLS

SAUSAGE pep/onions
CHICKEN WINGS

BAKED ZITI
HOMEMADE POTATO SALAD
and much...much...more.....

NOT TO MENTION......OUR FAMOUS SUBS
old fashion chicken barbs, homemade meatballs,
steak & cheese, italian sausage, buffalo chicken,
bbq roast beef, italian, homemade chicken salad,

chicken cutlet, burgers, chicken ranch melt,
 shredded chicken bomb, and much...much...more...

COLD CUT
PLATTERS

SUB
PLATTERS

FRESH MADE
SALADS

MADE FRESH DAILY
FOR ONE, OR TRAYS

FOR PARTIES

GARDEN, CHEF
BUFFALO CHICKEN

TUNA, WHITE CHICKEN
FETA CHEESE

TURKEY BREAST
INCLUDES PITA BREAD

MONDAYS - PASTRAMI

TUESDAYS - FREE SODA WITH EVERY SUB

WEDNESDAYS - HOMEMADE CUTLETS

THURSDAYS - HOMEMADE LASAGNA (3 CHEESE/ 2 MEATS)

FRIDAYS - EGGPLANT

Armandos

ITALIAN SLUSH AVAILABLE

We're located down the hill from Lawrence's Historic Reservoir Tower

OLD FASHIONED HOMEMADE COOKING
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14 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840 - (978) 687-1919

*Annual Percentage Yield, We also offer preferred rates for amounts over 100,000 and 150,000

www.lffcu.org

Lawrence Firefighters
FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

for 9 Months Minimum
Deposit $500

4.33% APY4.59% APY
for 13 Months Minimum

 Deposit $500

* *

Special
CD Offers

Donate to the Kevin Callahan
Memorial Fund

14 Amesbury St. - Lawrence, MA 01840  - (978) 687-1919

Established to help the family of
Lawrence Police Officer Kevin Callahan by the

Lawrence Firefighters Federal Credit Union

You Don’t Advertise…
You Don’t WIN!

Former North Andover Selectman Don
Stewart routinely bragged prior to the
last election that he “doesn’t
advertise” when running for
reelection. Stewart was asked if he
was interested in taking out an ad
in The Valley Patriot and he said
repeatedly that he refused to
spend money on a campaign
because “the voters know where I stand on the issues.”

Apparently, the voters needed a little reminding as
Stewart placed fourth in a field of six candidates for two
positions on the Board of Selectmen, losing to newcomer
Dan Lanen who spent a considerable about of money on
campaign advertising.

Scully for Super

Former Lawrence Superintendent Jim Scully, who is the
principal of a middle school in Haverhill, has applied for the
superintendent’s position at the Greater Lawrence Technical
School. I can’t think of a better guy to lead the Tech School
than Jimmy Scully after an icon like Frank Vacirca retires
this year.

We have lots of friends on the Tech School Board and I
want to encourage all of them to give Scully every

Last month I ridiculed gubernatorial

candidate Deval Patrick for refusing

to pose with The Valley Patriot at the

N.A. Democrat Breakfast. But when

we ran into him at the Saint Patrick's

Day Luncheon in Lawrence he actually

volunteered.

consideration he wasn’t given when he was wrongfully
terminated in Lawrence. By the way, anyone hear from
Ralph Carerro Lately?

Give Them an Inch...
Juan Pablo Duarte Redux

First, the Dominican politicians wanted to rename
Broadway in Lawrence to Juan Pablo Duarte Boulevard.
When they were turned down by the Council, they were
offered one street corner dedicated in his name, but that
was “unacceptable.” So the Lawrence City Council, which
has NO Dominican members, agreed on a compromise to
allow seven street signs bearing Duarte’s name to appear
underneath the signs that say Broadway.

I supported that compromise (though you would never
know it, reading Spanish language newspapers), but now,
the Dominicans who pushed for Duarte’s signs are not
happy with SEVEN SIGNS. Willie Lantigua and Brian
DePena are now planning another effort to ask the City
Council to extend the signs all the way up Broadway to
Haverhill Street. Are you Kidding me?

This is the perfect example of giving someone an inch
and then being asked for a mile. Mr. DePena is a nice guy
and he is a proud activist in the community, but I’m sorry,
enough is enough. Those who opposed the seven signs
for Duarte predicted at the Council meeting that the
proponents would be back looking for more if the seven
signs were approved and, of course, they were right.



Spring has Sprung! Take a ride to the country!Spring has Sprung! Take a ride to the country!Spring has Sprung! Take a ride to the country!Spring has Sprung! Take a ride to the country!Spring has Sprung! Take a ride to the country!Spring has Sprung! Take a ride to the country!

Lt. Governor Kerry Healey Was Deeply Engrossed
in The Valley Patriot During the Saint Patrick's
Day Luncheon in Lawrence Last Month. Healey is
a Candidate for Governor in November.

Methuen City Councilor At Large Kathleen Corey
Rahme with Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan, Ed
"Hoppy" Curran, Candidate for State Rep in
Methuen and Methuen  Councilor John Cronin

Methuen Councilors Debbie Quinn (back) and Kathleen
Corey Rahme Clowning Around at the Annual Saint
Patrick's Day Parade in Lawrence

Lawrence/Methuen Community Coalition, in
partnership with the children of the Arlington
Middle School spend a day volunteering to clean
up vacant lots in the city of Lawrence.

Former Methuen Councilor and candidate for State Rep.,

Linda Dean Campbell, Recieves the Endorsements of
Former Mayor Dennis Dizoglio, School Committeeman Ian
Gosselin, the Methuen Superior Officer's Union and the

Carpenters & Joiners Union at the Tara Mara Last week.

Lawrence District

City Councilors

Marilda Gosselin

(South Lawrence

East, District "F")

and Jorge Gonzalez

(Arlington

Neightborhood,

District "C") dance

the night away...

What an adorable
couple!

80 Myrtle St., Methuen - (978) 682 - 7012

Nestled in the Woods of West Methuen

Five minutes from I-93, Pelham St. to West St., Left onto Myrtle,1 Mile on the Left

Mike Condon's HistoricMike Condon's Historic

Now booking our new private fireplaced dining room, holds 40-70 people

Specializing in:

Prime Rib, Steak, chops, seafood, and our famous sauteed dishes.



Pick up The Valley Patriot Outside the NEW Nick's Family
Pizza on Broadway in Methuen Next Door to Methuen
Family Restaurant. Nick's Pizza delivers and is open from
11am - 10pm, Monday - Thursday, Fri & Sat 11am - 11pm

Festival of Trees Presents
$10,000 Gift to Methuen

Historical Society
On March 16, 2006, Methuen Historical Society President, Joseph

Bella, was presented a check in the amount of $10,000 by  Maureen
Pollard and Eileen Hayes, President and Vice President of Methuen
Festival of Trees.  This amount will be put towards an endowment for
the upkeep of the Tenney Gatehouse, which the Historical Society
maintains.  This marks the seventh year that the Festival has bestowed
this amount to the Methuen Historical Society for this purpose.

“The Methuen Historical Society is enormously grateful to the Festival
for this annual gift,” comments Society President Joseph Bella.  “The
Endowment which we have established with these funds will help to
maintain and preserve the historic Gatehouse for many years to come.”

“The Tenney Gatehouse is a preservation project that remains very
important to the Festival of Trees Committee,” said Festival President,
Maureen Pollard.  “Not only is it a shining example of historic restoration
at its best, but the completion of the Gatehouse  represents the first
fundraising effort by the Festival of Trees.”

State Senator Steve Baddour Presents a Senate
Proclamation to Valley Patriot Editor Tom Duggan
in Recognition of The Valley Patriot's Second
Anniversary Last Month. At Right, Lawrence
Mayor Michael Sullivan Joins in the Celebration!

Caption ContestCaption Contest

valleypatriot@aol.com

We certainly came up with a few funny captions
to go with THIS picture, but we figured our
readers might have something even funnier.
So if you would like to send in your caption,
please put "caption contest" in the subject box
of your email and send it to:

Margarite from Community Partnerships for
Children in Lawrence Collects Poker Chips at a
Texas Hold 'Em Fundraising Event for Literacy.
Below, Two Players Celebrate their "Winnings."
LCPFC Raised More than $4,000 at the Event.
The Winning Player at the End of the Tournament
Went Home with $2,000.



 16        The Valley Patriot                            April -  2006Business
Ready Set, Go Override!

government reorganization plan that saved
vital services and streamlined government.
This year, we will once again recommend a
reorganization of government to make our
government leaner, but not meaner. Our
model should be private industry — which
for decades has used automation and
mechanization to constantly improve
efficiency and meet the challenges that face
them. Our challenge is to keep our city
affordable and keep taxes to a reasonable
level. The best way to do that is to make
government more efficient.

Increasing Revenues — Selling
Water and Waste Water

Stabilizing our finances has to start with
controlling costs, but it must go further. We
also need to look under every rock for new
revenues.

The first stop should be our wastewater
department. Our wastewater treatment plant
was built to accommodate over 100,000
people, and is expandable from there. We
process today the wastewater from the entire
town of Groveland and for State Line Plaza
in Plaistow. We have the potential to make
millions of dollars in hook-up fees, and
hundreds of thousands of dollars in
recurring revenues if we sell our services to
groups outside our city. We have enormous
potential there—and it is time we explored
this option.

URBAN VILLAGE APPROACH

In the long term, keeping the renaissance
going means being a city with a high quality
of life that will attract people to live here —
a city with clean, safe streets and excellent
schools.

Our future lies in a Haverhill where people
face the waterfront rather than turn away
from it and a city where people once again
live downtown.

Our future lies in being what planners call
an urban village — where people live, work
and dine all in the same area.

To make this happen, we need to take a
fresh look at our zoning laws.

The old model of zoning was used as a
means of keeping certain things out of
certain neighborhoods. But zoning can also
be used as a tool to spark a revival and bring
business in. We know that rezoning works
to attract business because it’s worked here
in Haverhill.

Within the next few months, we’ll present
our urban renaissance-zoning package to
the City Council to remake our downtown.
Our new renaissance zoning will take a
portion of our downtown, and rezone it for
housing as a matter of right.

We’ll seek to become the first city in the
state to take advantage of the new housing
incentive laws, general laws chapter 40R.
Our renaissance zoning will bring in up to
$400,000 in new state aid immediately, and
give us a chance to bring buildings in our
downtown area back to life.

EXTENDING THE URBAN VILLAGE
TO MERRIMACK STREET

Rezoning has helped us make great
progress on Locust Street and Locke Street.
Now it’s time to extend the Haverhill
renaissance to Merrimack Street.

Make no mistake about it — extending
the Haverhill renaissance to Merrimack
Street is fraught with challenges.

Merrimack Street could live again, but it
will not be easy. Some buildings on
Merrimack Street have been vacant for
decades, and for good reason: parking and
regulatory barriers have made it difficult to
put residences there. We do not want to
raise expectations beyond what we can
produce, or we set ourselves up for failure
But the greatest failure of them all is to fail
to try.

This year, we’ll ask the City Council to
allow for housing as a matter or right on
Merrimack Street.

Then we need to tackle the biggest
problem, the problem of parking.

Now, Merrimack Street has far more
parking than Wingate Street, but Wingate
Street is booming and Merrimack Street is
not.

We have a parking garage on Merrimack
Street that is almost 100% vacant at night
— which we cannot afford to clean, we
cannot afford to adequately light, and we
cannot afford to repair.

The key to Merrimack Street isn’t to build
more parking. The key is to use the parking
we already have to encourage mixed-use
buildings. If Merrimack Street is going to be
redeveloped, if we are going to extend the
renaissance to Merrimack Street, we need
to allow investors to lease spaces in the
parking facility.

We need to examine every option,
including leasing parking spaces, selling the
air space over the parking garage, and even
selling the parking garage, if we can make
certain the public interest is protected and
there are adequate public places left to park.
The parking facility on Merrimack Street
could be the key to allowing residences to
return to Merrimack Street. We need to
explore that option.

We also need to turn our attention to our
shopping centers. Some of our shopping
centers are worn and tired — in need of the
same renaissance that is taking place
downtown.

Our zoning laws should allow and
encourage these shopping centers to also
become urban villages, where people can
live, walk and work in the same area. We
should begin by soliciting proposals from
existing shopping center owners, and we
should rezone those areas for mixed use
development — to allow people to live over
the centers, and live, dine and work all in
the same area. New urbanism has worked
throughout the country. It can work here.

Over the past two years, we’ve made great
progress in our city. Our city is experiencing
an unprecedented revitalization.

Where retail stores have left our city for
decades, today Lowes, Starbucks and BJ’s
are coming to Haverhill. Where our shoe
factories have been vacant for decades,
today they are living again as artists’ lofts
and new housing. Our anchor tenant,
Beacon Company, has broken ground and

Forest City, the largest urban housing
developer in the country, is exploring
turning several old shoe shops into housing.

Where people turned their backs to the
Merrimack for decades, now they are
turning towards the river and bringing in
boats, docks and marinas. This spring, with
the help of a grant secured by our
congressional delegation, we will begin
testing to see if we can dredge the river.

Where we have complained for decades
about parking, today we have the largest
ever grant ever given to our city, $7.6 million,
to build a new parking facility downtown.

Like any community, we have our
difficulties. But working together this year
as we worked together in the past year, we
will continue the renaissance that the Boston
Globe called the ‘picture of progress.’

Make no mistake about it.

The Haverhill renaissance is moving
forward, and in Haverhill, hope is back.

Thank you. - Mayor Jim Fiorentini,

To read more about it -

To read more about the New Urbanism
concept of zoning and Urban Villages, here
are some links: http://
w w w . n e w u r b a n n e w s . c o m /
AboutNewUrbanism.html.

Urban Villages links: http://
www.commuterpage.com/ART/villages/
linkvillage.htm.

Another article on urban villages:http://
wwwistp.murdoch.edu.au/teaching/
istpline/studygds/S455/Week%207.html.

Good book on Urban Villages: City
Comforts: How to Build an Urban Village,
Revised Edition (Paperback) with a preface
by one of my heroes, Jane Jacobs.

Mayor Fiorentini's State of the City Address
Continued From page 4

Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of
Haverhill and was just elected to
his second term. Mayor Fiorentini
is a Democrat. No public money was
used to produce or distribute his
newsletter. You can E-mail Mayor
Fiorentini at: jimfior02@aol.com

and Glynn now that they and spin-off
industries are private and thriving (about
one million); the excess capacity we had in
the tax levy in 2001 (about 1.2 million); a
major reduction in the city workforce since
2002 (savings of about 2 million); and the
adoption of a single payer medical plan
(about 600 thousand). The irony is that all
of these were contemplated in 2001 and
accomplished under Mayor Guerin.

 The further irony is that all of the above
amount to almost four million dollars of
annualized new revenues or cost
reductions, and, still against an alleged
seven million dollar debt we now have a
four million dollar deficit. When I learned
arithmetic, 7 take away 4 equaled 3.

 What this means is that in spite of all the
land he sold, in spite of all the increased
state aid Rep. Dempsey and Sen. Baddour
got us, our current mayor is losing ground
when he should be gaining it.

 The mayor will point to increased health
care costs, but it was he who campaigned
on the promise to reduce the city’s
contribution from 90% to 75%. He hasn’t
done it. He’ll be pictured on new street

sweepers, but he hasn’t yet come up with a
plan to pay for needed improvements in the
downtown.

Team Haverhill has the right idea; let’s
increase commercial growth downtown. But
by the time that pays off, most of the Hale
debt will be gone.

 So we’re in a tailspin, or should I say
“Hale Spin” to an override because we’re
relying on uncontrolled growth when we
should be managing it.

And, when we should be running the city
on allowable increases under Prop. 2 1/2
only, while we’re all focused on the
successful new ways we’ve already and can
further reduce the Hale debt, instead we are
being set up to use that debt as an excuse
for an override that will simply pay for
uncontrolled new growth.

 Instead of counting our blessings, we’re
mixing our curses.

Continued from Page 5

Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former mayor of
Haverhill. Email your comments or
questions to Jim Rurak at
JARandKAS@comcast.net

ments the chance to hear concerns from their
colleagues and gain valuable insights into
the rules and regulations that each depart-
ment is responsible for. By speaking with
one voice, the city removes egos and
miscommunications between city depart-
ments from the process. Instead of operating
in a silo, officials are now at one table working
together to ensure that projects meet a high
standard of building, engineering, planning
and safety regulations.

The exchange of ideas also helps us to
think creatively about the issues presented.
If water flow to a potential commercial
project is a concern for our fire officials, Frank
McCann from DPW and Andy Wall from
engineering are right there to talk about
water pipes, access to enhancements and
potential drainage issues.

Having the various city departments on
the same page with the ability to engage in
a frank, open discussion with the developer
has received a very strong and supportive
response so far from both city officials and
private developers.

Tower Hill Neighborhood
Association

 This past week I had the opportunity to
visit with the Tower Hill Neighborhood
Association.

Being able to speak directly with residents
from a particular neighborhood gives me
insights into the concerns and issues that
might be effecting a defined area of the city.
District “D” City Councilor Nicholas J.
Kolofoles was kind enough to invite me in
to talk about the new Planning Department
and some of the initiatives that Mayor
Michael J. Sullivan is putting forth. We had
a lively exchange and some great questions
during the course of the meeting. Many of
the residents expressed their support for a
Master Plan process and also for the new
Vacant Lots Program that is being put
together by the Planning Department.
Mayor Sullivan has stressed the importance
of getting community feedback and it will
continue to be an area of importance as my
office moves forward with this project.

Michael Sweeney is the planning
director for the city of Lawrence
and a former member of the
Lawrence City Council and School
Committee. You can e-mail Mr.
Sweeney at esqsweeney@aol.com

Planning Process
Continued from Page 11
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Innovation Valley (www.ivalley.org)

Business

Best Practices Applied in the Merrimack Valley

Seth J. Itzkan, John Michitson,
Darien Crimmin

Seth J. Itzkan: Seth  Itzkan is president
of Planet-TECH Associates, a consulting
agency identifying innovations in
economic development.  Recently, Mr.
Itzkan helped The Boston Foundation
to  conceptualize and implement its Hub
of Innovations tool.  You can email him
at seth@planet-tech.com.

The Innovation Valley initiative seeks to help stimulate economic growth and quality-of-life enhancements in the Merrimack
Valley.  Every month we will report on innovative businesses, practices, and ideas that are helping to make Merrimack Valley
the place to be.  Look for our article in print media and online at www.ivalley.org.

John Michitson served as a Haverhill city
councilor for 10 years; the last two as
president. He is a manager and electrical
engineer at the MITRE Corporation in
Bedford, Mass. John and his wife, Heidi,
are enjoying the childhood of their 4-
year-old daughter and 6 year-old son.
jmichitson@mva.net.

Darien Crimmin, M.A., works as a
freelance writer and environmental
activist in the Boston area.  He holds a
degree in Urban and Environmental
Policy and Planning from Tufts
University.

You can reach him at
dariencrimmin@yahoo.com

Considering Community Supported Agriculture for Silby's

Farm in Bradford

In these modern days of high tech
novelties and constant busyness, a farm is
for sale.  It is actually quite a common
transaction, and one that has repeated itself
for nearly half a century.  As real estate
values increase, farmers fare better to sell or
develop their land than grow crops or raise
livestock.   Furthermore, one might assume
that farms in the Merrimack Valley have little
value today, since most of our food comes
from the global agriculture market.  Milk and
cheese come from Wisconsin, potatoes from
Idaho, corn from the Midwest, and fruit from
Florida and California.

Yet this farm in Bradford cannot be
developed as markets would have it.  In what
many community members consider a
blessing, development of the land on Silsby
Farm is restricted under a conservation
easement.  This leaves the farm in a
precarious position.  The 140 acres of fertile
soil on the banks of the Merrimack River
and scenic vistas of the city make the land
highly valuable, as indicated by the hefty
sale price of $4 Million.  With development
of the land restricted, how could a potential
buyer expect to sustain the farm?

This question is currently being pursued
by Team Haverhill, a citizen group that is
leading a long term planning initiative for
Haverhill.

Their research list includes possible
partnerships with agricultural nonprofits,
finding available grant money to buy the
land, and imagining creative schemes to
bring life back to the farm.  Despite the
valuable assets of the land, there is little
chance that a single farmer would be able to
purchase the farm and sustain an
economically sound operation.  Yet the land
still has value: agriculture, timber, and a
three family house.  Before suggesting any
solution, we believe a brief critique of the
American food system is long overdue.

Contrary to popular belief, the policies and
free markets that shape our food economy
are not perfect.  It is true that modern
agriculture has for the first time in the history
of civilization been able to deliver seemingly
endless supplies of exotic produce from
around the world.  Underneath these
benefits, however, the costs of modern
agriculture are quite alarming.  They include

soil erosion, water pollution, loss of wildlife
and biodiversity, and disconnection
between farmer and community.
Furthermore, modern agriculture has
become incredibly centralized; small farmers
are marginalized as corporate farms
condense.  Corporate farming is extremely
energy intensive, and most often depends
on pesticides, herbicides, and even
genetically modified crops to extract the
bounty of the land.  Especially in the meat
industries, factory farming of meat and
poultry raises questions of humane
treatment, overcrowding, and disease
control.  Although we all enjoy the luxuries
of modern excess, perhaps we should be
questioning the security and integrity of our
globalized food production system.

For those who are skeptical of any
problems, consider this paradox: a tomato
grown 2,500 miles away costs less than a
tomato grown in the next town.  With the
ever-increasing price of gas, one might ask
how this is
p o s s i b l e .
Upon further
investigation,
imagine the
contrast.  The
first tomato
was grown in
s o u t h e r n
California on a
l a r g e
corporate farm that receives any number of
federal and state subsidies.  It was drenched
with pesticides to keep away insects, and
hormones were added to enlarge the fruit.
It was picked by an immigrant worker being
paid less than minimum wage on a temporary
work visa.  It was then shipped on a crate
by a diesel truck across the country and
unloaded with thousands of other tomatoes
at the grocery store.  When it reaches the
Merrimack Valley, the tomato is hard and
orange; its flavor is bland.

The second tomato, grown without
pesticides or hormones in a Massachusetts
greenhouse, is organic, grown in small
batches. It was produced by a small farming
cooperative, by people who rejoice at the
opportunity to farm. These farmers demand
higher wages, yet the food is of the higher
quality.

The tomato’s color is bright red, its smell
invigorating, and its natural delicious flavor

is retained.  With little imagination, it is not
difficult to identify the dysfunction of our
food system.

The Community Solution

The case for local agriculture is strong;
benefits include healthier and better tasting
produce, greater food security, better
oversight of pesticides and pollution,
preservation of natural landscapes, and
education opportunities for the community.
The battle to preserve small, local farms has
been waging for decades, and wherever small
farms still remain, they are supported by the
community to which they belong.  It is this
connection that has fostered a revival of
local farms and the rise of Community
Supported Agriculture.

Community Supported Agriculture (CSA)
is a concept that builds on common sense
land values that are inherent to New
England.  CSA connects the grower to the
consumer by developing a regional food

supply and a
strong local
economy.

The supply and
demand are
guaranteed each
year at the start of
the growing
season.  Similar to
a country club,

shares of the farm are bought by members
of the community.  The price reflects the
combined costs of land payments, seeds and
tools, salaries, and machinery maintenance.
This budget is divided by the number of
people the farm will support.  Typical shares
will provide weekly vegetables for a family
of four throughout the growing season (May
to October).  In addition to shares, the
produce from CSA is also sold at local
farmers markets.

Examples of CSA programs can be found
throughout New England.  In 1985, the very
first CSA in the U.S. began right here in
Massachusetts.  Today, CSA’s exist in
Lowell, Dracut and Waltham, and more than
1,500 CSA programs across the country help
provide local alternatives to unsustainable
food production.  Leading the study of
alternative agriculture programs is the
Vegetable Program at UMASS/Amherst
(www.umassvegetable.org), which stresses
local, sustainable food production.

Perhaps the greatest example of a CSA
comes from Burlington, Vermont, home of
the Intervale (www.intervale.org).  Twenty
years ago, the Intervale was an abandoned
swath of land, polluted and overrun.
Through community involvement, grants,
and restoration efforts, the land is
productive once again.  A CSA program
enlists students to help farm the land, food
waste is patiently recycled into fertile
compost, and public school children learn
basic ecology.  There is even a farm-
incubator program that helps new farmers
get their product into the local market.  In
short, the Intervale is a small farmer’s dream.

Back in Bradford, the Silsby Farm might
never become another Intervale, but there
is no reason that a Community Supported
Agriculture Program should not be seriously
considered.  The land is truly a jewel.
Nestled in the heart of Bradford
neighborhoods and with potential access
along abandoned train routes, the potential
of the farm is literally waiting to be realized.

Neighboring the farm on Salem Street sits
the Bradford Swim Club, the summertime
home to hundreds of families.  The swim
club began in the 1960’s when a group of
investors realized the value of a
neighborhood recreation area.   The club
has no CEO or corporate filing, no profit
margin to maintain; the membership dues
cover salaries and maintenance.  The
nonprofit swim club serves the community
and increases the quality of life for all who
visit.

With this model in mind, imagine the
potential of a community supported farm
project in Bradford.  In these days, a
successful farm is a resource for the entire
community, not just one owner.  Although,
it is a struggle to understand how private
land can benefit the community, this is a
challenge that all towns and farms must face.
In this case, since development is not
possible, creative ways to unite the

“With development of

the land restricted, how

could a potential buyer

expect to sustain the

farm?”

“Examples of CSA

programs can be found

throughout New England.

In 1985, the very first CSA

in the U.S. began right

here in Massachusetts.”

VFW POST #8349 - LadiesVFW POST #8349 - LadiesVFW POST #8349 - LadiesVFW POST #8349 - LadiesVFW POST #8349 - Ladies

AuxilaryAuxilaryAuxilaryAuxilaryAuxilary

26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA26 River St, Methuen, MA

Penny Social,
April 8th 5pm.
Raffles start

at 6pm sharp.

100 Howe St.
Methuen, MA

Saturday May 6, 2006

7:00PM

Don White Benefit Concert

at Comprehensive
Grammar School

Tickets' $20
To benefit the 20+ Reading Club
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VENTURE DEVELOPMENT

& PROPERTIES

call Michael @ Venture Properties 617 - 922-2171  for more details.

Professional Office SPACE for

RENT Downtown Lawrence

234 Essex St, Lawrence

800 - 2,000 sq. ft.

Directly Across from City Hall

Shop at your
Neighborhood Butcher

978-974-9222

METHUEN

Shihan Larry F. Giordano of Giordano Family Methuen Karate
Association (MKA) and his students traveled to New Bedford last month
to compete in the annual Almedia’s Goodwill Invitational Karate
Tournament. The Giordano Family MKA students have been competing
in this tournament since its inception in 1968. Giordano Family’s
formidable team won several divisions with eleven (11) MKA students
taking first place in the competition. MKA students competed in three
disciplines of Kyokushin Karate:  Students who placed first and second
in the tournament include:

BLACK BELT DIVISION: Sempai John Goddard: Black Belt Division: 1st
Place Kumite, Sempai Peter Kish: U-18 Black Belt Division: 3rd Place:
Kata, Jr. Black Belt Jena Kish: 1st Place Kata, 1st Place Kumite.FIRST
AND SECOND PLACE: Nicholas Berube: 2nd Place Kumite, Allyson Bull,
1st place: Weapons, 2nd Place: Kata, Andrew Capless: 1st Place: Kata,
Angela Folley: 1st Place: Kumite, 2nd Place: Kata, Joseph Folley: 1st
Place: Kumite, 2nd Place: Kata, Kurt Johnson: 1st Place Kumite, Derek
LesCarbeau: 2nd Place: Kumite, Lilly Matthews: 1st Place: Kata, Paige
Matthews: 1st Place Kata, Michael Pieroni: 2nd Place Kata, Mary Pieroni:
1st Place: Kumite, Jamal Sarakis: 2nd Place: Kumite, Francesco Tondo:
2nd Place Kata Andrea Tondo: 1st Place Kumite, 2nd Place Kata.

Methuen

Merrimack Valley
School of Hair Design

COSMETOLOGY
DEVELOP THE REAL

YOU

High Demand Job Market
Financially Rewarding Career

www.m-v-s-h-d.com 978-688-1133

Day and Evening Classes Available
1,000 Hour Course

Methuen/Lawrence line at 315 East Haverhill Street,
less than one mile from Interstate 495

A PROSPEROUS CAREER IN HAIR DESIGN
IS OFFERED IN THE MERRIMACK VALLEY

BARBER / ESTHETICS COMING SOON
ENROLL NOW FOR THE FALL CLASS

Become State Licensed
Comfortable...family-friendly atmosphere

SIGN UP NOW

Open for Public Services      Walk-Ins Welcomed
Paul Mitchell, Joico, Matrix and many more professional products used!!

For fast service please call

136 Lowell St., Methuen, MA 01844

Seniors, Education

are Zanni's Focus
METHUEN - City council president Steve

Zanni says he is running for state
representative for the seat being vacated
by Arthur Broadhurst who is seeking the
Register of Deeds position.

Zanni says he will not step down as the
president of the council despite cries by one
fellow councilor that he do so.

Zanni, a democrat will face Ed "Hoppy"
Curran, Linda Dean Campbell, Mike
Hennessey, and Chris DiBella in the
September primary. If successful, Zanni will
have to face fellow councilor Bob Andrew
who is the only republican in the race so far.

Zanni has already recruited Methuen
School Committeeman George Kazanjian to
help run his campaign and is putting
together a campaign committee and will be
holding a campaign kickoff on April 26th at
the Tara Mara Guest House Suites. The
event is scheduled for 6:30pm.

Zanni said he will be more detailed about
his campaign platform in the coming months

Fresh Meats - Poultry -
Lamb - Goat - Steaks

- Cut to Order -

Grocery & Meat Mkt.
Mediterranean

but, he said he plans on being a strong
advocate for senior citizens and wants to
be intimately involved in securing the funds
at the state level for a construction project
to replace or renovate the existing Methuen
High School.

As a former member of the Lawrence  and
Methuen School Committees, Zanni has
experience in education and says he wants
to use his years of experience in public
service to represent the people of Methuen.
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Hanna Interviews Methuen Mayor ManziHanna Interviews Methuen Mayor ManziHanna Interviews Methuen Mayor Manzi

If you have a comment or

suggestion for Hanna you

can email her at Valley

patriot@aol.comPhoto by Rachel

How does it feel to be mayor?

It feels great to be mayor. I campaigned
very hard for the job and I am having quite
a good time doing it.

Why do you think the voters picked you?

I think that the voters picked me because
they felt I could do a good job for the city,
and they thought my qualifications were
good, and that my campaign presented the
best ideas for the city.

How much did you win by?

I believe it was 68% to 28%, somewhere
around there.

Were you surprised by how much you won
by?

I was happy to win the election. I really
didn’t know what the results would be in
terms of the percentage either way. I am just
gratified to win — though it is good to know
you have a mandate.

What was one of the first things you did
as mayor?

I left the coffee pot on overnight and
almost burned the office down (laughing).
After that I was able to hire a new economic
and community development director and
reorganized that department so we would
have a land-use planner. We have also devel-
oped and put out on the street a request for
a master plan study. That part has been done.

We've reorganized the Fire Department,
following a plan laid out by Chief Gallant. I
know past mayors attempted to get some-
thing like this through, but they were never
able to get it done. We got it done. I think it
is this reorganization that will make our Fire
Department more responsive and easier for
the chief to run. So, those are two notable
achievements that I have been able to get
done in the short time I have been mayor.

What do you mean by Fire Department
reorganization?

The Fire Department reorganization
involved eliminating a lieutenant’s position
and creating a non-union assistant to the
chief,. The fire services have a scheme of
management that is not really very good;
the four deputy chiefs all essentially run
shifts. They are shift commanders.

Several of those deputies will never see
the chief. But when the chief leaves, one of
those deputies will have to serve as acting
chief and he would have to try and run it
from a shift. That’s not really the best way
to do things, I think. The real administrative
duties are run by the day captains.

The request by the fire chief was to create
a super deputy or an aide to the chief.
Because of our financial issues I couldn’t
give him that, but we did negotiate the aide
position in return for the lieutenant. So we
got rid of the lieutenant and put in an
assistant to the chief, and the only cost to
the city is the difference between the
lieutenant’s salary and the new position —
which isn’t much. It is a firefighter and the
assistant will come from the ranks of the
deputies. It will be non-union and non-civil
service; the union has agreed to this.

Now, this management reform may seem
small or boring, but it is a major
accomplishment.

How was the media coverage of your
campaign?

I truly felt that I got a fair shake from all
the media sources. I know politicians like to
gripe about the media, but I thought at least
throughout the campaign that I was treated
pretty well. I try to be open and above board

with the media. I like to think that the
relationships that I have with the different
media are based on the fact that if they call
with a question I always answer it.  It’s not
just constituents you have to do that with.
I think that newspapers have an important
role to play in disseminating information to
the public.

What do you think of the new City
Council?

I have a great relationship with the new
Council. The new chairman (Steve Zanni)
— I served with before as a city councilor. I
believe I have served with every one of the
councilors before, except for two. I know
them all. I have had successful dealings with
them in the past and I think my relationship
with them now is quite good.

What do you think of the new School
Committee?

It’s been a great experience. I know most
of them, as well. I think we have a good
group on the School Committee.

Do you have any political goals beyond
mayor?

Not right now. I just want to do my
service as mayor. Those things are more a
matter of timing and opportunity. Right now,
I have to focus on doing the job the voters
elected me to do for the next two years.

Who are you supporting for Arthur
Broadhurst’s state representative seat?

I have many friends in that race — two
city councilors and others I have served with
in the past. As mayor, I am going to take a
hands-off approach and let the voters
decide. I will attend most of the parties,
though. I like the parties.

Who do you think will win that race?

I think it is going to be a wide-open race
and I think that the winner will be the one
who gets the most votes.

What happened to ‘I try to answer every
question?’

Well, that was an answer wasn’t it?

Not a good one.

OK, fair enough.

How do you like being chair of the School
Committee?

It is an interesting experience.
Superintendent Littlefield has resigned to
take a job in New Hampshire and as chairman
I am involved in the search for a new
superintendent. It is something we have just
started, but it does take a lot of time.

How is the progress going in selecting a
new superintendent?

We hired a consultant to aid us in the
search. The process is just beginning. I
could probably answer that question better
in 30 days.

Would you vote to fire your
superintendent if he did what
Superintendent Harutunian did in North
Andover? This is a yes or no question.

I think that I have enough trouble dealing
with my own issues in Methuen. I don’t want
to get involved in North Andover’s situation.
However, I will say that in The Valley Patriot

poll, I voted that I was a member of the North
Andover School Committee and was
incapable of making a decision (laughing).

Should Harutunian be fired?

I think you have to be fair to the School
Committee members, because, regardless of
their personal feelings on this, there are legal
issues to deal with. The committee is charged
with making the best decision for all the
citizens, so acting rashly and moving too
fast on something like this can cost the town.
I know they are looking into it. We have to
have due process and you can’t have a rush
to judgementjudgment.

So you are not gong to answer the
question?

Uh ... no.

Are you having fun being mayor?

I’m having the time of my life being mayor
and this interview has certainly been one of
the highlights — for sure.

You made a promise before the election
not to raise taxes. Do you still stand by that
promise?

We are working through the budget now
and we are going to do the best we can to
maintain the tax levy the way it is now. I

don’t have the numbers right now, but we
are certainly going to make our best effort.

Do you support the new term limits being
proposed by Councilor Andrew?

Nothing has been officially proposed yet,
but I am not in favor of any term limits. At
the local level, I don’t see any real need for
them.

You gave up your City Council chair
when you ran for mayor. Should Councilor
Zanni give up his chair while running for
state representative?

I gave up the chair because I had been
chairman for five years and I knew the
mayor’s race would be all encompassing.

Had I been in the chairman’s seat for only
one year at the time, I might have made a
different decision. So, I think it’s up to the
chairman to decide if he is still up to doing
the job. If he is comfortable with doing that,
then good for him. Zanni was elected by the
full body for a full year, so remaining chair is
really up to him and the rest of the Council.

Who are you supporting for governor?

I have endorsed Attorney General Tom
Reilly. I think he will do a great job for the
commonwealth. And I know for sure that he
will do a better job as governor than he did
at picking a running mate.

Who do you think will win the governor’s
race?

I think my candidate certainly has the best
shot, but again, the person who wins that
particular race will be the one who gets the
most votes. I don’t know if that is an answer.

No, not really.

Obviously, I think Attorney General Reilly
is going to win. How’s that?

It is an answer, at least. How come there
are no Valley Patriot newspapers in the
mayor’s office?

Well, they sell out so fast here that we
literally cannot keep them in stock.

Is there anything else you want to tell me
before we finish up?

Yes. I am moving the Veterans Services
office down to the first floor because it is
just too hard for some of the veterans who
are in need of these services to get up here
to the third floor of City Hall.

New Methuen Mayor Bill Manzi sits at his desk on the third

floor of the Searls Building. Hanna interviewd Manzi prior

to the election and is doing her follow up as she did with

Lawrence Mayor Mike Sullivan.
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Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

ALEX'S HOUSE OF

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662
with orders over $25.00

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

Open 6 days a week
Mon thru Wed 11:00am -

9:00pm & Thurs. thru Sat.
11:00am - 10:00pm

Med. Chicken Wing or
Chicken Finger, Lg. Fr. Fry,

16" Cheese Pizza
& 2 Ltr. Soda

Credit Cards Accepted

2 - 16"

Must mention coupon at time of order for delivery, not to be combined with any other offer.

Cheese PizzasCheese PizzasCheese PizzasCheese PizzasCheese Pizzas

+ tax

$18.00
+ tax

Alex's House of Pizza * Must mention coupon when
ordering (not to be combined with any other coupon)

PIZZA

$13.99

VPVP

additional toppings $1.25
additional toppings $1.25

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, At-Large
Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

A Day on the Hill
By Kathleen Corey Rahme, Vice Chair, Methuen City Council, At-Large

What would you do if you felt your
neighborhood was being threatened by
illegal drug trafficking? Would you seek to
change the laws dealing with controlled
substances violations?

Would you be willing to testify before the
Joint Judiciary Committee on Beacon Hill?
Would you allow your name to be
mentioned in the newspaper, and the
potential risk that that exposure placed on
you and your family? The members of the
Ashland Avenue Neighborhood
Association did.

I n
September
2005, the
M e t h u e n
C i t y
C o u n c i l
v o t e d
unanimously
to support
the home
r u l e
p e t i t i o n
seeking to
c h a n g e
Massachusetts
G e n e r a l
Law 94C
32J, which
deals with
Controlled
Substances
Violations.

This amendment seeks to fix what we
deem as a legislative deficiency regarding
footage around parks and playgrounds for
drug free zones. Currently, Law 94C-32J sup-
ports a drug free zone of 1000 feet in and a-
round schools, while parks and play-
grounds only have 100 feet. We simply want
to add a zero to the 100. That zero will bring
what we feel is a huge deterrent for drug
dealers.

This all began when a young Marinello
family moved into what they saw as a family-
friendly neighborhood with a park and
playground across the street from their new
home. They came from the suburbs of
Boston where drugs and crime were
common. Nicole Marinello felt that she
needed to do something, so she began
researching and discovered the deficiency
in the Massachusetts General Law. She
notified her city councilor and she presented
her findings at the neighborhood
association meeting. This is where we all

began to strategize and together we got
former Mayor Pollard and the City Council
on board.

Several months passed with no action on
Beacon Hill. Last month we heard we were
to go to Boston and testify before the Joint
Judiciary Committee in favor of House Bill
4674. This committee is made up of both
senators and representatives, many of
whom are defense attorneys.

I only bring this up because I have been
advised time after time there is probably
going to be some opposition to this because,
as attorneys, they are not in favor of the

two and a
half-year
minimum
mandatory
sentencing
t h a t
accompanies
t h e
legislation.

The law
a l r e a d y
exists and
we are not
seeking to
c h a n g e
t h a t
aspect of
the law.
They feel
j u d g e s
should be

able to use discretion in sentencing, and
they feel they need to be able to defend
their clients in seeking lighter sentences.

Members appointed to the committee:

Creedon of Second Plymouth & Bristol
Baddour of Essex
Antonioni of Wor-cester and Middlesex
McGee of Third Essex and Middlesex
Creem of First Middlesex and Norfolk
Lees of Hampden and Hampshire
O’Flaherty of Chelsea
Bradley of Hingham
Khan of Newton
Murphy of Burlington
Leary of Worcester
Murphy of Weymouth
Costello of Newburyport
Peisch of Wellesley
Keenan of Salem
Webster of Hanson
Evangelidis of Holden

Kathleen Corey Rahme is the
former Central District Councilor in
Methuen and was elected as a city
councilor “at large” last year. She
is also the founder of the Methuen
Youth Corps and hosts "call to
Serve." You can email her at
kcoreyrahme@comcast.net

Representative Arthur Broadhurst and
Senator Steven Baddour brought forth the
petition and it was heard twice. On March 7,
we had received only 18 hours notice and
were unable to assemble, so we went down
on March 14 to testify the second time it
was heard.

I am pleased to announce that I was joined
by Central District Councilor Phil Lahey who
spoke out in favor of the war on drugs.

Also testifying were Nicole Marinello,
Greta Nilson, Susan Brunette and her 7th

grade daughter, Hailegh, and Greta’s mother,
Jean. I am so proud of the Ashland Avenue
Neighborhood Association.

The day they announced their plans to
testify, their property was vandalized and
they refused to be intimidated. They should
be credited with standing up against the
people who are trying to take their
neighborhood.

I admire them. Remember, we are not
talking about a few joints in the park. We
are talking about trafficking with intent to
sell.

     The sad news is that the committee can
not only vote it up or down, they can send
it to study. Councilor Lahey described it as
the “kiss of death.” So for all it is worth, it
might as well be voted down and save
everyone the agony. We are still waiting for
their decision. An affirmative vote will send
it to the full House for a vote and then upon
passage, it can be signed into law.

     What can we do? We can elect people
who are tough on crime. We can remind our
legislators that they are legislators first, not
defense attorneys.

We can call or write our legislators and let
them know how we feel, even on this issue.
We can work with our local police and report
everything we see that is suspicious. If
everyone followed the lead of the Ashland
Avenue Neighborhood Association,
imagine how life would be.

The Exchange Club of Methuen

Proudly Presents the 4th Annual

"Taste of

Methuen"

April 25th  -  6pm

Guesthouse Suites - Tara MaraTickets $15 per person

for more information contact Ken Willette

(978) 683-0606

Methuen councilors Phil Lahey and Kathleen Corey

Rahme waiting for the hearing at the State House
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Kickoff Party for Steve
Zanni, Candidate for
State Representative

is Positive Discipline for
Preschoolers, Age Three
to Six (Crown, 1998). This
paperback by Jane
Nelson, Ed.D. is part of a
series on behavioral
issues and children.

My 4th grader waits
until Sunday evening
about a half hour before

bedtime to begin her homework. Claims it
will take a few minutes, and then I end up
helping her for an hour. How can I get
control? It seems like we have a vicious
cycle going.

Yes, and it’s you that are going round and
round. Your daughter is probably perfectly
happy with the way things are now. She gets
help and she also stays up past her
designated bedtime. A win-win situation for
her. Start this weekend and make it a rule
that weekend homework is done right after
school on Friday night and if that is not
available, first thing before leaving the
house on Saturday morning.

Have her allot an hour, since that seems
to be the time she really needs. Stress to
your student that once homework is out of
the way, the rest of the weekend will be free.
(You could also reward her by moving up
the bedtime on Sunday night a half hour
later, since that is the time she has been going
to bed anyway.)

If you can do this consistently for two
months, it should become a habit. Try to
have your daughter work on her
assignments without your initial assistance.
Remember, you went through the 4th grade
and did the homework once - it’s your child’s
turn.

How long does it take for a tooth to come
through a baby’s gums?

This is technically called “eruption” and
takes anywhere from two to ten days.

Kids & Education
Book Keepers Corner

Dr. Charles Ormsby

Revolutionary Soldier
Barbara Peary, M.Ed.

RAISE ‘EM RIGHT™

“Three's a Crowd”

We are losing it with my
five-year-old son. He and I
live in a small apartment
with my mom and my
grandmother. I am
constantly trying to get him
to behave and I am getting
worn out. There is a fight to
get him dressed in the
morning, an argument
getting him to eat breakfast, and the battles
continue from there. I think part of the
problem is expecting him to listen to three
different people and I suspect that my mom
and grandmother let him get away with
being fresh when I am not around. Recently,
I was able to enroll him part time in a
preschool program and this has helped by
giving me time away from him. Also, the
teacher reports that he is doing pretty well
with the other children. What else can I
do?

I think you have figured out part of the
problem, that is inconsistency. Children
thrive when they know what is expected of
them and when their lives are predictable. A
regular schedule for meals and bedtime and
routines within these schedules will help.
For example, get in the habit of a bedtime
routine.

Perhaps a snack a half hour before
bedtime is scheduled, then washing up, then
a book with one of you, and then lights out.
If you make routines within your schedule,
then the others can help do the same with
your child. This is why children this age
behave pretty well in preschool settings.
The days are structured and the children
feel secure in knowing what to do and expect
next.

Take advantage of the knowledge of your
child’s teachers. Make an appointment with
them and let them know ahead of time that
you are looking for some advice on helping
him behave better at home. They will tell
you what works in the classroom and may
recommend other ideas you can try or
books you can read. One book suggestion

Please send questions to
RAISEEMRIGHT@aol.com.

Hey! What’s up everyone? I’m Kate
Morris and I’m in the 7th grade at the South
Lawrence East Middle School. I’ve been at
the South Lawrence East since
kindergarten. That’s 8 years!

I though I would give you some
information on my family. My father, Greg
Morris, is a member of the Lawrence School
Committee; my mother, Stacey Morris, works
at another Lawrence school and is the
president of the South Lawrence East
Elementary School PTA; and my brother,
Nick Morris, is in the 2nd grade at South
Lawrence East Elementary School.

I enjoy going to school every day, not
only to see my friends but to learn and have
as much fun as I can. My favorite subjects
are definitely language arts and social
studies. In the 7th grade I am on the news
crew, in TV club, in Science Club, and on
the National Junior Honor Society. Every
morning I help film the morning news for
the school, I also tape various events for
channel 10 such as School Committee
meetings, and for NJHS, I do 20 hours of
community service every school year, some
of which includes tutoring 4th graders and
babysitting at PTA meetings.

My outside interests include cheerleading
for Lawrence Pop Warner (Merrimack Valley

Champions!), hanging out with my friends,
and having fun with my family. I hope this
article will get people interested in my school
and their children’s school. Now, every
month I’m going to be writing to you about
what’s going on at my school!

Well, it’s finally here folks … yes, MCAS
everyone. This month I decided I would give
some tips to those who are taking the test,
on what to do during MCAS testing!!

Go To Bed Early! There is no sense in
staying up until two in the morning and
being too tired to do your best for the test
the next day.

Eat Your Breakfast! Eat at home or you
can eat at school if your school has a
breakfast program.  Remember, Lawrence
public schools have a breakfast program for
all students, serving a healthy breakfast!

Study! If your teachers give you a heads
up on what might be on the test, review
everything you know about that subject.
Don’t freak out about it!

Don’t get all stressed over the test! Just
try your best and you will do fine! I hope
these tips will help on the big day! (Or days!)

Good luck everyone! See you next month!

Most histories of our
Revolutionary War focus
on the major battles such
as the battles of Bunker
Hill, Saratoga, Trenton,
Cowpens, Kings
Mountain, Guilford
Courthouse, or Yorktown.

They follow the elite
leaders of the revolution
including Generals
Washington, Gates, and
Greene, or they detail the
exploits of famous
individual participants
such as Daniel Morgan or
John Paul Jones.
Sometimes they even
focus on traitors such as
General Benedict Arnold. But have you ever
wondered what it would have been like to
live during our revolution and be an ordinary,
unheralded foot soldier?

If you were sympathetic to the fight for
independence and signed up “for the
duration”, what experiences would you have
had? Certainly not all of it would have been
heroic battles with history hanging in the
balance.

As you might expect, your life would have
been a mix of normality, drudgery, exhaustion,
and suffering with periods of heat
prostration, freezing, starvation, sickness,
abject fear, and the brutal consequences of
battle. If you want to really live the
Revolutionary War and not just learn about
the textbook history, you need to read, “A
Narrative of a Revolutionary Soldier, Some

of the Adventures,
Dangers, and Sufferings
of Joseph Plumb Martin.”

Joseph Plumb Martin
wasn’t a scholar or a
writer. Don’t expect
Shakespeare — although
with only a few years of
formal schooling he writes
better than most college
graduates today.

Joseph Martin, a
Massachusetts boy,
began his service with the
revolutionary Army in
June 1776 at the age of 15.
With only minor breaks in
service, he served until the

war’s conclusion in 1783 when he was 22.

Martin was one of the nearly naked
soldiers that left bloody trails from marching
through the snow in bare feet. Sleeping in
the mud or rain without cover or clothing
was routine.

A few passages from a period of service
near Billingsport, New Jersey (in a muddy
freezing fortification where any shelter was
a deathtrap due to targeted shelling by the
British) will suffice, “Here I endured
hardships sufficient to kill half a dozen
horses. Let the reader only consider for a
moment and he will be satisfied if not
sickened. In the cold month of November,
without provisions, without clothing, not a

Continued on Page 24

Kate Morris, Grade 7

KIDS CORNER

April 26th, GuestHouse
Inn Tara Mara

6:30 pm
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Steve Zanni


