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The Festival of Trees is a great place to
take your family during the holiday season.
9-year-old Mia Eliopoulous of Methuen was
there with her family, and said that the
Festival was “good,” adding that she liked
the tree decorated with dolls. Jim Winning
of Methuen attended the festival  to
observe all the Christmas trees on display.
Winning and his wife have been attending
the Festival of Trees since it started in 1994
at the old Nevins Memorial Library. “The
new location is more opening,” Winning
told The Valley Patriot.

The Festival was originally located at the
library but was moved to the Red Tavern

on Pleasant
Street in 1996
because the
popularity of
the Festival
had grown to a
point where the
library could
n o t
accommodate
all the visitors.

The festival
was moved
again to the
Branch Street
location in 2003
following the
sale of the Red
Tavern. “There
is room for
m o r e
imagination at
our new venue
(on Branch
S t r e e t ) .
A n y t h i n g

goes,” Pollard said. She also noted that the
surrounding businesses enthusiastically
embrace the Festival each year. “Some
donate their own trees,” Pollard said.

This year, there is an expanded café, and
a silent auction. The café serves everything
from chicken salad and tuna fish
sandwiches to Italian wedding soup and
cheesecake with strawberries. The silent
auction offers a variety of items which are
donated by very creative individuals. There
is also a lot of sports memorabilia as well,
including a football signed by the New
England Patriots’ quarterback Tom Brady.

If you are looking for a place to spend
time with your family, enjoy the holiday
season, and enjoy a tasty lunch at the same
time, then the Festival of Trees in Methuen
is the place to be. For more information
about the Festival, visit the organization’s
website: ww.MethuenFestivalOfTrees.com.

Methuen Mayor Elect Bill Manzi last week
announced the members of his mayoral
transition team. The team, chaired
by former Mayor Dennis
DiZoglio, consists of a wide array
of people, each bringing
experience in government, the
private sector, and community
involvement.

The team will be charged with
interviewing department heads,
formulating a plan to ease the
transition into a new
administration and convey an
overall methodology to the Mayor in an
effort to streamline processes and make
government work better for the people of
Methuen.

In a recent letter to the department heads
from the mayor regarding the transition
Manzi said, “As I campaigned this past year
for Mayor of the City of Methuen, my
message was consistent - government can
and must work together for everyone. Now
that I have the privilege and honor to serve
as the Mayor, my administration shall honor
that pledge and make it an overriding
principle throughout my administration.”

The team will begin meeting with the
department heads shortly and will formulate
their findings in a report to the Mayor
sometime in early January. Manzi added,
“We are faced with the daunting task of
transitioning from the previous
administration to a new one but we can view
the situation as more than a challenge. It
can be an opportunity to open up the way
government operates and make noticeable,
marked improvements to the delivery of
services to the citizens of Methuen. The
lines of communication opened by this
process will only make our ability to work
together stronger and more effective.”

Joining former Mayor Dizoglio on the
team are, Bill Buckley, Corrine Lacharite,
former Senator Jim Jajuga, Mary Ellen
DiMarco, and Linda Soucy. Congressmen
Marty Meehan, Senator Steven Baddour
and Representative Arthur Broadhurst are
also represented on the committee as ex-
officio members.

Manzi Transition Team

Dennis A. DiZoglio is the MBTA Deputy
General Manager.  He started working for
the MBTA as Director of Planning in
January 2000 and was appointed Assistant
General Manager for Planning and Real
Estate in March 2002.  From December 2002
to September 2005 Dennis served as Chair
of the Boston Metropolitan Planning
Organization representing the Secretary of
Transportation.  His responsibilities at the
MBTA were expanded in January of 2005 to
include Environmental Affairs.  In October
of 2005 Dennis was appointed Deputy
General Manager.

Prior to working for the MBTA, he served
as the Mayor of Methuen for six (6) years,
where he was the first Mayor of Methuen in
70 years.

He served three (3) terms before leaving
due to term limits.  Before being elected to
Mayor of Methuen, Dennis was the Planning
Director for the City of Peabody and prior
to that for the City of Taunton.  He holds a
Master’s Degree from Suffolk University
and received his Bachelor’s Degree from
Merrimack College.

Linda Soucy has over 10 years of
dedicated public service to the citizens of
Methuen. She has held various positions in
the city of Methuen, advocating for citizens
of all age groups with issues related to the
welfare of residents. In her present capacity

Manzi Names Transition Team
Methuen Mayor Elect Looks to Group to guide

Administration into the Future

as Safe Haven Coordinator, students are able
to receive assistance with class assignments

at the After School Homework Center.
Ms. Soucy not only provides

tutorial support, but offers a
positive approach to problem

solving the many challenges
youth face in today’s
society. She has received
numerous community
awards for her untiring and
determined efforts to
improve the quality of life
to the citizens of Methuen.

Among those many
recognitions, Ms. Soucy was named
“Woman of the Year” by the Eagle Tribune
and “Crime Fighter of the Year” by former
Governor William Weld and the Methuen
Exchange Club.  She is an active member of
many community boards and advisory
committees that address the needs of
Methuen residents.

William J. Buckley is currently employed
by Boston North Properties, LLC and
oversees a variety of local real estate
development and management projects.
Prior to joining Boston North in 2002, Bill
spent 11 years working in municipal
government.  From 1991 to 1999 Bill worked
for the City of Lynn and led the transition
team for Mayor-elect Patrick McManus in
1992.

He served as the mayor’s Chief of Staff in
Lynn and worked in the city’s economic
development and public works departments.
In 1999 he became the Director of Economic
& Community Development in the City of
Methuen and guided the city through three
plus years of rapid commercial and residential
growth.  Bill oversaw the successful
completion of The Loop and helped to attract
several economic development projects to
the city.  Bill received a Bachelor of Arts
Degree in Government from Wesleyan
University in 1990 and resides in Methuen
with his wife Kelly (Halloran) and daughter
Kiley.

Corinne LaCharite is responsible for
addressing the needs of over 8,000 elders
presently residing in Methuen as
Department Head and Executive Director of
Methuen Elder Affairs, Ms. LaCharite works
with the Methuen Council on Aging, a seven
member city commission. She has been the
Executive Director of the Methuen Senior
Activity Center since 1989 where over 400
seniors participate daily in a wide variety of
programs, services and activities. For the
past ten (10) years, she has held the position
of President of the Board of Directors for
Elder Services of the Merrimack Valley, Inc.,
and is a member of several boards and
advisory committees addressing the
concerns of over 90,000 elders in the
Merrimack Valley. As Department Head of
Elder Affairs, this comprehensive position
requires advocating to legislators
concerning elder issues affecting the quality
of life and working with area agencies to
encourage and support elders living in their
homes.

Jim Jajuga brings with him almost 40 years
of public service. Beginning with a tour in
the military, U.S. Marines, followed by 21
years in the Massachusetts State Police,
then 10 years as a Massachusetts State
Senator and recently as the Secretary of
Public Safety for the State of Massachusetts,
Sen. Jajuga has seen it all in the field of public
safety.

The transition team will rely on not only
his vast knowledge and experience in the
public safety realm, but also his wealth of
talents as a government official and elected
representative of the people of Methuen.

Methuen

Methuen's

Festival of Trees

Christmas lights.
Christmas music.
Christmas trees. The
Festival of Trees is a

Christmas tradition in
the City of

Methuen. It is a
time when
vo lun tee r i sm,
creativity, and

imagination unite.

This year’s Festival of Trees started on
November 19th, and ended on December
3 r d .
Approximately
207 trees were
on display,
and about
15,000 to
20,000 people
w a l k e d
through the
Festival area
located at the
B r o o k s
P r o p e r t i e s
office building
on Branch
Street. Festival
worker Colleen
Carney said
that this year
was “the best
year yet.”

A major part
of the Festival
each year is
the tree
created by
Charles, the owner of Charles’ Beauty
Wellness in Methuen, and his mother Mary.
This year’s tree was titled, “The Spirit of
Christmas Lies Within.”

The winner of the tree does not win the
actual tree, but wins the $3,000 cash prize
which is donated by Charles and Mary.
Maureen Pollard, the President of the
Festival of Trees organization, was excited
about this years festival saying,: “You pay
a cheap price to get the opportunity to win
a tree that is worth thousands of dollars. It
is truly a reasonable value.”

Though thousands of Methuen
residents attended the festival this year,
the event doesn’t attract only Methuen
residents. People from all over the country
visit Methuen each year just to see the
Festival of Trees. According to Pollard,
several people from as nearby as Maine,
and even a visitor from California, visited
the Festival this year. Jim Reynolds of
Everett, Massachusetts was there for the
first time with his son Connor. “The trees
were very nice," Reynolds said. "Everyone
who helped out did an excellent job.”

D.J. Beauregard

A Christmas Tradition

D.J. Beauregard is The Valley Patriot's
Methuen reporter. He was the
campaign manager for Councilor
Kathleen Corey Rahme's successful
campaign for at-large city council. If you
have a news tip in Methuen   you can
email him at methuendj@aol.com

SENIOR CENTER ACTIVITIES

December 13-15 New York City and Radio City
Music Hall Christmas Show

$465 per person, double occupancy includes
round trip transportation, two nights at Hotel
Wellington, three meals, show and more!

December 31st: New Years Eve Dinner/Dance
with the MEL TONES!
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www.urwaydisplay.us

222 Merrimack St.

Methuen

(978) 689 - 8792

* Sports Cards

*Collectibles

*Display cases

*Memorabilia

Open Mon-Sat

 1pm-7pm

Sunday 1-5pm

Who can forget the brouhaha of Election
2000 and the whole recount that followed?
Although not as large, Methuen’s At Large
race recount of Election 2005 was no less
important. The numbers were so remarkably
close for the third place finish that a recount
was requested. A mere five votes separated
the second and third place. I finished on
top with an eighty vote spread between me
and Ken Willette. Steven Zanni came in third
with only five votes separating him from
Joyce Campagone
who finished fourth
in the race.

Victory was not in
the vocabulary of
Zanni for what must
have seemed like an
eternity. He could
not relish the win
with the recount
looming over his
head for over
twenty days. We all
received official letters from the City Clerk’s
office of the recount to be held on November
30 in the Great Hall of City Hall.

Interested parties could report to room 112
at 8:30 am to witness the movement of the
ballots from the locked area. I watched as
they loaded the plastic cases secured by
orange ties onto a dolly and transported
them upstairs with a police escort to the third
floor. When we arrived in the Great Hall there
were over 70 people present. Tables were
set up and the people were anxiously milling
about.

Tina Touma-Conway, the City Clerk,
surrounded by her very capable team and
the Board of Registrars of Voters, ran the
entire event smoothly. The orchestration
was something I will never forget. A gavel
to order started the proceedings at 9:04 am.
Everyone received a name tag for
credentialing and workers were sworn in by
the clerk. Touma-Conway delivered the
ground rules in a no-nonsense fashion and
to her credit she insisted that silence and
order be maintained throughout the
proceedings. As she put it, “the candidates
deserve undivided attention and silence
would be observed throughout the day and
talkers would be removed.” A police officer
was present throughout the day. Also
present were the City Auditor and the City
Solicitor.

Anyone who was not credentialed was
instructed to sit in the observation area. We
no sooner got started when someone called
out for a police officer. An observer had a
bad spell in the hallway and was removed
by gurney at 9:10 am. A very capable Lee
Ann Condon who chaired the Board of
Registrars gaveled a five minute recess. The
recount resumed at 9:24 am.

The entire recount is governed by the
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 54
section 135   (http://www.mass.gov/legis/
laws/mgl/54-135.htm). It is quite an
interesting read and it clearly spells out the
necessary steps to follow in order to have a
recount.

Each such candidate or person may also
be represented by agents, appointed by him
or his counsel in writing, sufficient in number
to provide one such agent for each officer
counting or checking such ballots;

Methuen

Some (Post-Election)
Random Thoughts

Kathleen Corey Rahme
Methuen City Council, Central District

Methuen Youth Corps Founder

Methuen News

Credit Cards Accepted

Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662Call for Free Delivery (978) 794-7662
with orders over $25.00

With any order
over $34

Buy any 3
Large Subs &
get a small sub

Best Pizza in the Pleasant Valley Area

FREE!

Open 6 days a week
Mon thru Wed 11:00am - 9:00pm &
Thurs. thru Sat. 11:00am - 10:00pm

FREE
16" Lg. Cheese Pizza Kathleen Corey Rahme is the Central

District Councilor in Methuen and founder
of the Methuen Youth Corps. You can email
her at kcoreyrahme@comcast.net

The end result gave Zanni an
additional one vote lead over
Campagone winning the At
Large seat. The cost for the
recount for the City of
Methuen exceeded over
$5000. Both candidates
incurred their own legal
expenses. It really gives
refreshed meaning to the
notion that every vote counts.

provided, that no such candidate or person
may have more than one such agent, other
than his counsel, witnessing the work of
any one officer at any one time. Each such
candidate, person, counsel and agent shall
have the right to watch and inspect the
ballots, tally sheets and all other papers
used in the recount, and to watch every
individual act performed in connection
therewith (MGL 54.135).

Both Zanni and Campagone had two
observers each for
the tables with the
two election
w o r k e r s .
C a m p a g o n e
submitted the
proper paperwork
to have six
p r e c i n c t s
recounted by hand.
The remaining five
precincts were
machine counted in

front of all observers. Ballots were counted
out in lots of 50 and recounted. Tally sheets
with candidates’ names and fifty columns
were given to the teams and a red pen and
ruler aided in the recording of the votes on
each ballot. Names were called out and
recorded in intervals of mere seconds.
Excitement filled the air. It was going to be a
long day. If an objection was raised, the
observer was to call out “objection” and
raise their hand. Legal counsel, the
candidate and the board of registrars along
with the city clerk would then intervene.
There were runners in the room to carry the
questioned ballot to the board of registrars
so arguments could be made.

Touma-Conway reminded the crowd that
“intention” is what we are counting. If a
ballot is clearly incorrect with four votes on
the ballot for the three seat race, then it
would not be valid. It would be counted as
three blanks. You would be amazed how
some of the ballots looked!

With all the rules in place, the chair
gaveled to order at 9:52 am. Counsel for both
candidates addressed the board and made
statements and arguments about the
proceedings. After all was said and done, it
was determined the recount should go
forward and it did at 10:09 am when the box
for precinct #1 was opened. At 10:22 am the
first group of 50 ballots each was distributed.
They would fast and furiously until they
finished the hand count at 1:18 pm. They
broke for lunch and resumed at 2:00 pm for
the five electronic voting machine reads.
The whole process ended around 3:10 pm
with Touma-Conway thanking all for their
participation.

The end result gave Zanni an additional
one vote lead over Campagone winning the
At Large seat. The cost for the recount for
the City of Methuen exceeded over $5000.
Both candidates incurred their own legal
expenses. It really gives refreshed meaning
to the notion that every vote counts. So the
next time you think your vote won’t matter,
or you hear someone else say it, just
remember what happened in Methuen
during election 2005.

The Law Offices of
Frederick

"Ted" Fairburn

W
E
'V

E

M
O
V
E
D
!

Specializing in Workers’ Compensation, Serious
Personal Injuries, Divorce and Criminal matter.

Anne L. Randazzo, Esq.
Specializing in General Practice

Wendy Micale, Esq.
Specializing in Social Security Disability

 and Serious personal Injuries

184 Pleasant Valley Street
Methuen, MA
978 682-9707

has moved to



 16        The Valley Patriot                     December -  2005Around the Valley

Smart Growth in the Valley

Orit Goldstein, President of Ozzy
Properties, has big plans and big ideas for
the property she purchased at Lucent
Technologies.  Two years ago, Goldstein
purhased the Lucent Plant and has been
working with state and  local officials and
the community to develop the property at
1600 Osgood Steet by building an all
inclusive community. The “Smart Growth”
community, which Goldstein is promoting
includes residential, retail and industrial, all
in one.

When The Valley Patriot sat down with
Goldstein, she was very excited and
enthusiastic about the project.  She is
looking to receive millions of dollars from
the state by creating a new zone, 40R.

Under the Town Charter, she will have to
get approval at Town Meeting for the zoning
change. The zoning change article was
originally on the Warrant at the December
5th Special Town meeting, but because of
delays in obtaining traffic studies, the
warrant article was removed by  the
Selectmen, with the approval of Goldstein.

Goldstein is hopeful and optimistic that
there will be another Special Town Meeting
in January or February for her warrant article.

Right now, she is just trying to speak to
as many people and provide information
about her plans for the site.  Selectmen are
also scheduled to hold several public
meetings, giving Goldstein further
opportunities to explain her project and the
need of the zoning change to 40R.

The purpose of the Chapter 40R
legislation is to “encourage smart growth
and increased housing production In

Massachusetts. Smart Growth is a principle
of land development that emphasizes mixing
land uses; increases the availability of
affordable housing by creating a range of
housing opportunities in neighborhoods;
takes advantage of compact design; fosters
distinctive and attractive communities;
preserves open space, farmland, natural
beauty and critical environmental areas;
strengthen existing communities; provides
a variety of transportation choices; makes
development decisions predictable, fair and
cost effective; and encourages community
and stakeholder collaboration in
development decisions.”

She has handouts, which further explains
about 40R and the benefits to North
Andover, including much needed tax
revenue.

At the ‘05 Annual Town Meeting, North
Andover voters approved a TIF(tax
increment financing plan) for the property
to help promote and generate business.
“The TIF only applies to the manufacturing
portion of the site.” Says Goldstein, in
reference to some confusion that it may
apply to the residential part of the project.
The 40R portion of the property is the area
on the right, which is to be both residential
and retail.

The property includes a 300 seat
auditorium, which is a free benefit to
business at the property.    Right now, the
plant is operating at 30% occupancy, 25%
to Lucent and 5% to other tenants,
including NECCO’s corporate training.
North Andover’s Community Development
is also scheduled to move in.

“North Andover has been very good in
providing extra support when showing
potential tenants” says Goldstein.

Goldstein is a big supporter of “Smart
Growth”, which is her plan for the site. She
says her plan will generate much needed tax
revenue for the Town.

A fiscal impact study was done and is
being peer-reviewed by North Andover.  She
believes that the study shows a net positive
fiscal impact  of $300,000 after factoring in
all services, including schools, DPW, police,
etc.  The study also shows about 84 new
students from the plans of 3 and 4 bedroom
condos.

Under the 40R proposal, North Andover
reaches the 10% affordable housing
requirement under Chapter 40B.  Without
the 40R plan, 307 units of affordable housing

Orit Goldstien, president of Ozzy Properties in North
Andover (the former Lucent Technologies site on Rt. 125)
discusses her plan for a 40R development project complete
with residential, retail  and commerical use.

Paula Porten

Mixed Zoning Plan a
Win for N. Andover

Continued on Page 20

Something BIG is
Happening in Lawrence
While Orit Goldstein is awaiting approval

of North Andover Town Meeting for the 40R
zoning change to her smart growth project,
(see story, right) Lawrence is well on the
way of its of having it’s own “smart growth”
community all under one big roof.

Thanks to the efforts of Robert Ansin,
Founder, CEO and President of
MassInnovation, LLC, the Wood Mill at 250
Merrimack Street is undergoing a major
overhaul, converting the once thriving
textile mill into a mix of apartments,
condominiums, office space, entertainment
venues and shops.

Ansin’s project is called “Monarch on the
Merrimack,” because, as Ansin says, “ the
project started as a caterpillar and is
blossoming into a beautiful butterfly.”

As with Orit Goldstein’s Lucent project,
Bob Ansin is also quite proud and
enthusiastic about his smart growth project.

Ansin purchased the Wood Mill building
two years ago and has been slowly
converting the massive structure that once
housed thousands of Lawrence textile
workers into a compact community within a
community.

Ansin says that he is giving tours of the
site at “Monarch on the Merrimack”
complete with rooftop penthouse-lofts that
can be purchased at pre-construction  rates.

Ansin is also seeking retailers and
entertainment venues to move into the
Wood Mill, such as restaurants, bookstores
and other commercial development to bring
a community feel to the building.

Ansin’s plan calls for parking in the lower
level garage that will be available for outright

purchase and penthouses on the top floor,
overlooking the Merrimack River.

The building was scheduled for it’s grand
opening to coordinate with the new Patricia
McGovern Transportation Center grand
opening on December 6, 2005. The
transportation center is directly across the
street from the Wood Mill Building.

William Wood built the textile mill in 1906
and today there is over 1.3 million square
feet of space available.

The building is minutes from Routes 495
and 93, and stands across from the new
MVRTA intermodel [??] transportation
center.  The building is located 45 minutes
from Boston by commuter rail, with excellent
access to mountains, the shore and new
Hampshire.

The project is in phase 1 called:  live, work,
play. The design calls for retail stores
located on floors 1 & 2, with office space on
floors 3-6.

Residential space is split with condos
separated on one side of the mill and rentals
on the other. There will be 195 units, with 75
rental and 120 condominiums. Some units
have mezzanines, private terraces and roof
decks. Ansin says he has had a “tremendous
response” in recent months including a jazz
club, restaurants and even Café Paradiso
from Lowell have signed on as tenants.

For further information, you can call
978.683.2901 or check out the website at
www.massinnovation.com

The Wood Mills in Lawrence was purchased by Bob Ansin

of MassInnovation LLC. Ansin is converting the old mill

building into housing, retail and commercial use.

If you have a questions or
comments about this story you can
email us at valleypatriot@aol.com
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My teenager is a great
student, has friends and is
generally courteous to adults.
Really at this stage we have no
complaints. But when she
answers the phone or runs into
people on the street it is always
“hey” instead of “hi” or “hello.” To me,
this sounds extremely rude, especially
answering the phone this way.

She’ll grow out of it. If this is your only
complaint, live with it and say nothing.

I have heard my son, who is 10, taunting
other children with his friends. I tell him it
is not nice to tease, how would he feel, and
on and on, but it doesn’t seem to be getting
through to him.

There is a movement in the schools and
elsewhere to stop bullying which is
technically harassment of individuals. One
person spearheading the project is Peter
Yarrow (of “Peter, Paul and Mary” folk
singing fame). Information on the program
called Operation Respect: “Don’t Laugh at
Me” can be found at www.don’tlaugh.org.
Materials are available to individuals,
schools and other organizations free of
charge. Written resources geared to children
in grades two through five or grades six
through eight can be ordered from the site
along with a video. Obtain the materials and
watch them with your child. You may also
want to share this information with your
child’s school if you see this as a concern in
your area. Teasing and bullying are nasty
behaviors, but they are habits that can be
changed.

Now that my children are
grown, I am considering
applying for a position as an
aid in a child care center. I
enjoyed working with my own
children, but what other
qualities are needed?

Some questions you might ask yourself:
Do you genuinely like all children? (not just
your own), Would you be satisfied spending
each day on the job interacting more with
children than with adults? Do you have the
energy level needed to keep up with an
active group of children?, Can you see the
humor in situations?, and Are you patient,
flexible, and resourceful? If you answer
these affirmatively, you would have some
of the characteristics directors seek.

My home is safety proofed for my young
children. Stair guards are in place, safety
plugs are in the sockets, emergency
numbers are posted for the sitter. Anything
else I should be doing?

In addition to having the Poison Control
Center predominantly on you list of
numbers, go to a pharmacy and buy syrup
of ipecac and charcoal in case of accidental
poisoning. Remember that the best course
of action if a child is poisoned is to call the
Poison Control Center. At times antidotes
given on the bottles of sprays, paints, and
other toxic substances have been incorrect.

Please send questions to RAISE ‘EM
RIGHT™, P.O. Box 831, Carlisle, MA
01741 or e-mail to
R A I S E E M R I G H T @ a o l . c o m .

Kids & Education

Lying infuriates adults. The funny thing
is, though, that it is the adults that often set
the child up. It goes like this: Mother has
just heard that Greg was throwing stones at
someone: “Greg, what have you been up to
this afternoon?” [What, you expect me to
confess if you don’t know?]

“What do you mean? Nothing.” he says,
with an innocent, puzzled, expression. “Did
you throw stones at that new girl?” [Hmm,
maybe I can get away with this.]

“No.”, he answers, startled that you could
think such a thing of him. “Well Mavis says
you did.”

“Well it wasn’t me, it was some other kid.”
[Surely she will believe her son before a
neighbour!] “She seems pretty sure it was
you.”

“Well, she’s wrong, it wasn’t me!” First
Mum tempts him to lie to wriggle out of it,
and she corners him with the lie. It is
showdown time. What will Mum do? Is she
confident that Mavis is totally reliable?

Or is there some shadow of doubt? Greg
seems to be pretty insistent, what if it was
some other kid? If she lets him off, she will
have to apologise for doubting him. If she
convicts him, it will be double punishments,
one for lying and one for throwing stones.

Most children will lie to get out of trouble.
Your job is to encourage them to tell the
truth, not tempt them to lie more. That means
that there must be some definite benefit for
confessing, rather than trying to wriggle out
of it.

First you need to lay some foundations
of truth and honesty in your home. Make
sure that you, yourself, don’t lie. Get into
the habit of noticing and rewarding honesty

Book Keepers Corner
Dr. Charles Ormsby

The relationship between gun laws and
crime rates has long been presumed to be
obvious. For many years it
was considered an article of
faith that laws banning
firearms or making gun
ownership less common
would reduce crime rates.
Even many supporters of
Second Amendment rights
thought gun control laws
might diminish crime, but
believed the right to bear
arms took precedence.

The prevailing view on the value of gun
control laws to secure our safety is now
changing and that change is largely due to
John Lott’s research on such laws and their
impact on crime rates. The results of Lott’s
study are summarized in his book, “More
Guns, Less Crime.”

John Lott did not approach this research
as a partisan in the gun control wars. He
previously was the chief economist at the
U.S. Sentencing Commission and has
published more than eighty articles in
academic journals.

Lott’s research represents the largest and
most comprehensive study of crime statistics
and their relationship to gun control laws
ever conducted. He is an expert in statistical
analysis and has provided his data to other
researchers so that they may independently
verify his results.

While the book discusses the statistical
problems associated with interpreting crime
data – for example, determining cause vs.
effect, controlling
for other variables,
etc. – the casual
reader can skim
these more
technical details
while focusing on
the study’s results.

One of Lott’s
techniques is to
take data from all of
the counties where
changes in laws
related to obtaining
handgun permits
have been enacted,
shift the data so
that the date the law
was changed is
aligned, and then
analyze the crime rates in the period leading
up to the change and during the years that
followed the change.

The nearby figure provides one of Lott’s
composite results — the overall violent
crime rate per 100,000 population before and
after passage of laws to permit the carrying
of concealed handguns. The results may
shock you: violent crime drops substantially
after right-to-carry laws are passed – almost
30 percent within seven years. Similar results

are obtained for murder, rape, robbery and
burglary.

Beyond changing the law, the
percentage of the population
that subsequently chooses to
obtain a permit to carry also
impacts the degree that crime is
reduced. In fact, Lott finds that
a one percent increase in the
number of residents having
handgun permits results in a 7
percent reduction in violent
crime, a 4 percent reduction in

murder, a 7 percent reduction in rape, a 13.6
percent reduction in robbery, and a 10
percent reduction in burglary.

If you find these statistics difficult to
accept, put yourself in the shoes of the
criminal. Where would you rather ply your
trade, in an area where 20 percent of adult
citizens owned guns and had a permit to
carry, or an area where the population was
disarmed?

If you hesitate in your response, take it
from Sammy “The Bull” Gravano, the mafia
turncoat who, when asked about gun
control, said, “Gun control?

It is the best thing you can do for crooks
and gangsters. I want you to have nothing.
If I’m a bad guy, I’m always gonna have a
gun.” When asked about laws requiring
safety locks, he replied, “Safety locks? You
will pull the trigger with a lock on, and I’ll
pull the trigger. We’ll see who wins.”

After “More Guns, Less Crime” was
published, John Lott was, as you might
expect, attacked by the gun control crowd.

The bias and
distortions were
so extreme that
Lott wrote a
follow-up entitled,
“The Bias Against
Guns, Why
A l m o s t
Everything You’ve
Heard About Gun
Control Is
Wrong.”

While both
books are very
readable, the
second book is
somewhat less
a n a l y t i c a l l y
oriented and may
be more suitable

for the casual reader.

MORE GUNS LESS CRIME!

“More Guns, Less Crime,” by John R.
Lott, is published by the University of
Chicago Press, Chicago, IL. “The Bias
Against Guns, Why Almost Everything
You’ve Heard About Gun Control Is
Wrong,” by John R. Lott, is published by
Regnery Publishing, Inc., Washington,
D.C.

"HEY!"

Barbara Peary, M.Ed.
RAISE ‘EM RIGHT™

Help! My Child Lies
By Dr. Noel Swanson

and truthfulness. Talk about the value of
honesty, and a good reputation.

Demonstrate that honesty is a Good
Thing, and that it gets rewarded. Then, when
you do suspect your children of some
misdemeanor, stay calm. If you know what
they have done, do not ask them, “Did you
do it?”

Why tempt them? Tell them what you
know, and dish out the consequences. On
the other hand, you can invite them to tell
you the truth. This is how it might be done:

“Greg, Mavis has told me about
something she saw this afternoon. I would
like to know what happened. But before you
tell me, I want you to go away and think
about it for 15 minutes. And remember, we
value honesty in this household.”

Greg now has time to calm down and
decide whether to dig himself in deeper, or
to cut his losses and come clean. If he
confesses, praise his honesty. If, after this,
he still lies, then it is double the punishment,
once for lying and once for the “crime”.

Either way, once things have calmed
down, talk about the feelings of anger, envy,
or insecurity that may have led to the
behaviours.

Show that it is okay to have such feelings,
but feelings don’t excuse bad behaviour. Be
patient, they won’t talk until they know it is
safe; that you won’t “blow up” at what they
say.

Dr. Noel Swanson is a consultant and
child psychiatrist. You can purchase his
good child guide at http://www.good-child-
guide.com. You can email Dr. Swanson at
thegoodchildguide@comcast.net
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Captain Mulligan, Hero in our Midst - From page 1John Doherty, Hero in our Midst - From page 1
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photography taken over denied areas such
as Cuba, Germany, Hungary and Vietnam.

During this period, John was itching to
go to Vietnam and see action. His country
was at war and, therefore, that was where
he should be. The Army saw things
differently. They saw John’s language major
from Harvard and his maximum score on the
Army Language Aptitude Test and sent him
to Verona, Italy. John repeatedly requested
re-assignment to Vietnam and even offered
to switch with other soldiers being shipped
to Nam, but the Army always refused. In
May of 1966, after 11 months in Italy, John
got his wish and was assigned to the 55th

Military Intelligence Detachment at Nha
Trang, Vietnam.

At Nha Trang, a beautiful port on the coast
of Vietnam just north of Cam Ranh, John
was assigned prisoner interrogation duty
but he continued his quest to be assigned
to a combat unit. Eventually, he was told to
“find a home.” So he did.

John picked the 2nd Battalion of the 7th

Cavalry (2/7th Cav) – famous because it was
originally General Custer’s unit. John felt at
home in the 2/7th Cav. He was assigned to
provide specialized intelligence for II Corps
– one of Vietnam’s four military regions.

Soon after being placed with the 2/7th Cav,
Gen. Westmoreland assigned John’s unit to
a province that was nearly overrun with Viet
Cong. The province had a very weak Army
of the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) presence
and Westmoreland wanted it cleaned up.
The 2/7th Cav was heavily armed and was
just the unit to do it. John was assigned to
plan raids and ambushes against the Viet
Cong. Having previously faced the weaker
ARVN forces, Charlie was unprepared for

the highly professional, cutting-edge 2/7th

Cav forces that came at them with “an
attitude.” The local Viet Cong were
destroyed.

John had access to high-level
intelligence, radio intercepts and
information from local agents. One of John’s
responsibilities was to determine the
enemy’s “order of battle” – i.e., the specific
units deployed by the enemy and their past
history, so that they could be effectively
engaged. John interrogated numerous
prisoners who felt fortunate to be captured
by American forces and not by the South
Vietnamese, since ARVN soldiers were
known for their brutality.

John, promoted to captain at this point,
recalled his use of a “lie detector” machine
during interrogations. The unit had two

large colored lights on top, one red and one
green. The unit had a switch under the table
to control the lights. The machine didn’t
reveal anything about the truth of a
prisoner’s answers, but it had a powerful
psychological effect. As John sat
behind the desk with his pistol on top,
his bayonet stuck in the desktop, and
a mean-looking ARVN soldier/
interpreter by his side, he would ask
questions and control the lights. He
would turn on the green light when
routine questions were asked and
when the prisoner was likely telling
the truth. When John asked a more
sensitive question or suspected a
prisoner might be lying, he would flip
on the red light and the ARVN soldier,
seeing the red light, would jump out
of his chair and run towards the
prisoner with a half-crazed look on his
face. To the prisoner, it was all very
believable … heck, if the Americans could
invent a way to see in the dark — night
vision devices — they could probably
invent a truth detector.

During this period, John took possession
of a very valuable prisoner/defector. He had
come into camp sick with malaria and
dysentery and with one of the surrender
leaflets that were scattered by US/ARVN
troops.

He was faced with either dying or
defecting and decided on the latter. This was
not your usual prisoner! He was French/
Vietnamese, 6 feet 1inch (most Vietnamese
were 5 feet tall) and was very well educated
… at the Sorbonne! He had graduated from
the Soviet Airborne School at Ryazan and
had a great deal of high-level intelligence to
offer. When word got to Gen. Westmoreland
in Saigon, John was ordered to “protect him
with your life” and a helicopter was soon
dispatched to bring the prisoner to Saigon.

When John’s first tour of duty in Vietnam
was over, he decided he really liked what he
was doing and wanted a second tour. After
completing a 30-day leave of absence —
granted to all soldiers who signed up for a
second tour – John reported back to Saigon
expecting to be reassigned to the 2/7th Cav.
However, that was not what the Army had
in mind. Instead he was sent to the Ancient
Imperial City of Hue in I Corps - the military
region closest to North Vietnam. At first,
John was very disappointed. While he
initially didn’t want to change units, he came
to like his new assignment. He was now
working with the ARVN 1st Infantry Division
- the best unit in the South Vietnamese Army.

John now interrogated prisoners from the
North Vietnamese Army – NVA – and, using
intelligence gained from them and other
sources, became the I Corps target
coordinator. In this role, he planned radar-
based air strikes, naval gunfire, and even B-
52 strikes - including a series of secret B-52
missions known as “Arc Light.”

John’s second tour took a different twist
when an Australian warrant officer attached
to the 1st ARVN Reconnaissance Unit was
wounded and John was assigned to take
his place. Finally, John was in the field with
ARVN forces … a group of about 100 soldiers
… conducting very quiet, sneak-and-peek
operations in one of the more dangerous
places in Vietnam.

During this period John was living off C-
rations and rice, sleeping in hammocks to
avoid rats and snakes, and spending his
days walking through rice paddies. John’s
ARVN liaison was 1st Lt. Tan, a 31-year old
Vietnamese who had been fighting the
communists since he was 15-years old.
Sixteen years of wartime experience
develops good instincts. John noted that
Lt. Tan often picked trails that avoided
potential ambushes and/or minefields.

On one occasion John had to overrule Lt.
Tan and, sure enough, they entered a mined
area. John stepped on something odd but it
didn’t explode … at least not until John had

moved away. John pointed at the
questionable object to warn others, but it
was too late. A South Vietnamese soldier
lost his foot when the mine exploded. John
believes it was only the heavy mud
surrounding the mine that kept it from
“springing” apart and exploding when he
took his foot off it.

 John had a lot of respect for the enemy.
Their soldiers were very resourceful and
changed tactics quickly when needed. They
were tough and fatalistic. NVA soldiers
routinely had tattoos that said, “Born in the
North - Died in the South.” They were
dedicated and ready to die. Many ARVN
soldiers were equally brave. Some would
dress up as NVA soldiers and infiltrate enemy
positions to gain needed intelligence.

In December 1967 the previously
wounded Australian returned and John was
re-assigned to his former duties in Hue. He
might have thought this would be less
dangerous, but he would have been wrong.

On January 31, 1968 at 2:40 a.m., John was
sleeping in his compound in Hue. He was
just south of the “Perfume” river that divided
Hue. Suddenly, all hell broke loose. Mortars,
122 mm rockets, and RPGs were exploding
all around his compound. Hue was ground
zero for the largest North Vietnamese attack
of the war - the Tet Offensive.

John’s first reaction was, “What the
<expletive deleted>?” He could see the
explosions and RPG trails. He pulled his
boots on and grabbed his AK-47. The
building was being plastered with enemy
fire. He could see the green tracers from
enemy rounds being fired in his direction.
He and fellow soldiers returned fire, shooting
at shadows and muzzle flashes throughout
the night. A mortar struck near John’s
position and he was wounded in the right
leg.

Specialist 1st Class Frank Doezema
probably saved John’s life. Doezema was
manning a machine gun and faced the first

massive assault of NVA troops. He gunned
down three NVA soldiers attempting to set
demolition charges. When he was finally hit
by an RPG, he still continued to fire at
attacking units. Regrettably, the RPG had
blown off Doezema’s leg and he died before
he could be given the needed medical care.
He was later awarded the Army’s
Distinguished Service Cross.

The day before the attack, John noted that
he had traveled through Hue in the open on
a routine assignment. At the time, NVA
forces were already in Hue in force, but were
still awaiting the order to attack. John, almost
certainly, passed right through NVA
positions and was an easy target but they
held their fire.

The battle of Hue raged on for a month.
During the first week of the battle, John went
on numerous missions within the city to
attack enemy positions and to free trapped
friendly forces. On one occasion, John’s
patrol rescued two senior ARVN officers
who were surrounded by NVA forces.

On February 7th, 1968, John went
on an impromptu patrol near the
local soccer stadium. As he and
others were slowly moving from
tree to tree, Gunnery Sergeant
George P. Kendall, Jr. stepped in
front of John and took an entire
burst from a Soviet RPD machine
gun - a burst that was probably
meant for John. In the ensuing
battle, an RPG struck near John and
shrapnel hit John in his right knee.
He was eventually able to hobble
back to his compound a quarter mile
away, at which point he was
dressed down for engaging in

“unauthorized combat.”

After having his wound tended, John
returned to the scene of the battle to retrieve
Kendall’s body and do a little payback. He
returned with an M42 Duster – a tank
chassis armed with several 20 mm cannons.
After obliterating the enemy machinegun
position and retrieving Kendall’s body, his
unit was on its way back to the compound
when John was hit by friendly fire. One of
the men in John’s unit was not a trained
infantry soldier, since even cooks and bottle
washers were in the fight at this point. When
he was told to point his 40 mm grenade
launcher away from his fellow soldiers and
toward the enemy, he mistakenly fired it into
the ground. After the grenade bounced off
the ground and a nearby wall, it exploded
and wounded John in the same knee that
just took shrapnel.

Unfortunately, the new wound required
some real surgery and there was no more
morphine. All that was available was
Darvon, but the surgery to extract metal from
John’s knee went ahead anyway.

John wasn’t evacuated from Hue until
February 14th. It wasn’t a routine evacuation.
John was loaded into a Huey helicopter with
a pilot and a door-gunner. After takeoff, they
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year and never do anything, I will turn 88.  Anybody can
grow older. That doesn’t take any talent or ability. The deal
is to grow up by always finding opportunity in change.

Have no regrets. We elderly usually don’t have regrets
for what we did, but rather for things we did not do.  The
only people who fear death are those with regrets.” She
concluded her speech by singing the “Rose.”  She
challenged each of us to study the lyrics and live them out
in our daily lives.

The Rose
Some say love, it is a river

That drowns the tender reed

Some say love, it is a razor

That leaves your soul to bleed

Some say love, it is a hunger

An endless aching need

I say love, it is a flower

And you it’s only seed

It’s the heart afraid of breaking

That never learns to dance

It’s the dream afraid of waking

That never takes the chance

It’s the one who won’t be taken

Who cannot seem to give

And the soul afraid of dyin’

 That never learns to live

When the night has been too lonely

And the road has been too long

And you think that love is only

For the lucky and the strong

Just remember in the winter

Far beneath the bitter snows

Lies the seed that with the sun’s love

In the spring becomes the rose.

 At the year’s end, Rose finished the college degree she
had begun all those years ago.  Just before Christmas, Rose
died peacefully in her sleep. Over 2,000 college students
attended her funeral in tribute to the wonderful woman who
taught by example that it’s never too late to be all you can
possibly be. Merry Christmas to Rose, to all my loved ones
and to all my friends.

Senior Moments
Seniors and Veterans

with Jim Cassidy
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flew 10 feet
above the river
at 85 knots and
then right over
thousands of
NVA troops. The
NVA were
e v e r y w h e r e !
John had 5
magazines of
ammo and,
despite being
wounded, fired
out the door
c o n t i n u o u s l y
during his
evacuation. The
helicopter was
hit numerous times, including rounds through the door and
into the bulkhead that John was propped up against. Only
5 rounds were left when John ceased firing.

John made it to Saigon, but the city was also under attack
during the Tet Offensive and John’s combat wasn’t over
yet. A few days later, word was received that another attack
was imminent. Sure enough, at midnight the attack came. A
mortar round landed across the room — about 20 feet from
John — and he again received shrapnel wounds, this time
to his back, face, and head. His helmet was also dented and
he couldn’t hear anything or focus his eyes.

On the 14th of February 1968, two weeks after the Tet
Offensive had begun, and 7 days after John had been
scheduled to complete his tour and become a civilian, he
was finally evacuated from Vietnam. This time he was glad
to leave, but he refused to hand over his rifle until he was
safely on the waiting Continental Airways 707. John didn’t
feel entirely safe until he was out over the Pacific, and for
good reason; mortar explosions were still erupting on the
airfield as they started their takeoff roll.

John officially left the Army on February 20th, 1968. After
returning to Andover, John worked for Raytheon for a short
period and then attended Boston College Law School. After
graduation, John was a prosecutor for 14 years – the last
4½ at the federal level. He married his wife Denise in 1984
and has a 16-year-old daughter, Margaret. John switched
to a private law practice in Andover in 1984 and continued
his legal career until 1998 at which time he took his current
position as the town’s Veterans Service Officer.

Capt. John Doherty, thank you for your service.

Capt. Doherty has been awarded the Bronze Star, three
Purple Hearts, the Vietnamese Medal of Honor, two
Vietnamese Crosses of Gallantry, and two Vietnamese
Wound Medals (earned while he was an advisor to ARVN
Forces).

   “It’s never too late to be
all you can possibly be.”
These profound words and the
following inspirational story
were told to me by a young
friend of mine.

   The first day of school our
professor introduced himself
and challenged us to get to
know someone we didn’t

already know.  I stood up to look around when a gentle
hand touched my shoulder. I turned around to find a wrinkled
little old lady beaming up at me with a smile that lit up her
entire being.  She said, “Hi, handsome.  My name is Rose.
I’m 87 years old, can I give you a hug?” I laughed and
enthusiastically responded, “Of course you may!” And she
gave me a giant squeeze.

   “Why are you in college at such a young, innocent
age?” I asked. She jokingly replied, “I’m here to meet a rich
husband, get married and have a couple of kids... .” “No,
seriously, “ I asked.  I was curious what may have motivated
her to be taking on this challenge at her age. “I always
dreamed of having a college education and now I am getting
one!” she told me.

After class we walked to the student union building and
shared a chocolate milk shake.  We became instant friends.
Every day for the next three months we would leave class
together and talk nonstop.  I was always mesmerized
listening to this “time machine” as she shared her wisdom
and experience with me. Over the course of the year, Rose
became a campus icon and she easily made friends wherever
she went.  She loved to dress up and she reveled in the
attention bestowed upon her from the other students.  She
was living it up!

At the end of the semester we invited Rose to speak at
our football banquet. I’ll never forget what she taught us.
She was introduced and stepped up to the podium.  As she
began to deliver her prepared speech, she dropped her 3x5
cards on the floor. Frustrated and a little embarrassed, she
leaned into the microphone and simply said,” I’m sorry I’m
so jittery.  I gave up beer for lent and this whiskey is killing
me! I’ll never get my speech back in order, so let me just tell
you what I know.”

As we laughed, she cleared her throat and began, “We
do not stop playing because we are old; we grow old because
we stop playing.  There are only four secrets to staying
young, being happy and achieving success. You have to
laugh and find humor every day; you’ve got to have a
dream. When you lose your dreams, you die. We have so
many people who are dead and don’t even know it! There
is a huge difference between growing older and growing
up. If you are nineteen years old and lie in bed for one full
year, and don’t do one productive thing, you will turn
twenty years old.  If I am 87 years old, and stay in bed for a

A Rose for ChristmasA Rose for Christmas

Each month the Valley Patriot honors
American servicemen and women. To
nominate a veteran to be honored as a
Valley Patriot of the month, please email
us at valleypatriot@aol.com.

Jim is Vice-Commander of American Legion
Post  #219.  He served as a combat
infantryman in WWII, fighting in France and
Germany with the 70th Infantry Division. You
can email him with questions or comments
at: Cassperryst@aol.com


