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John Doherty had a lot of family history
to uphold. His family had lived in Andover
for over 150 years and the Doherty
Elementary School is named after his uncle,
Bill Doherty, after he served 39 years on the
Andover School Committee. John’s service
to his town and country, which is still
continuing, has upheld these traditions in a
way that would make any family proud.

John has lived in Andover for all of his 64
years. All, that is, except for a couple of
years in Southeast Asia in the late 1960s …
but more on that in a moment. He attended
elementary and Junior High in the Andover
public schools and then transferred to
Phillips Academy. After graduating from
Phillips, John attended Harvard where he
studied Latin and Greek, and joined the
ROTC. He would normally have begun his
two-year service commitment immediately
after he graduated cum laude in 1963, but
the Army granted him a one-year extension

to attend the University of Pittsburgh. In
1964, after completing the requirements for
his master’s degree, John began active duty
as an Army second lieutenant.

Upon commissioning, John headed
straight for nine weeks of infantry training
at Ft. Benning, Ga. Although the Vietnam
War was in its early stages, the infantry-
training program was still focused on
thermonuclear or limited war scenarios with
the Soviet Union. Halfway through training,
the focus shifted to jungle warfare. Nobody
had to ask why. John remembers this training
to prepare young officers to be platoon
leaders as being very intense, seven days
and nights per week, and very hands-on.
John loved it!

U.S. Army Intelligence School at Ft.
Holabird, Md. was next. The technology
was cutting edge and involved extracting
intelligence data from overhead
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Former School Man is Deadbeat DadFormer School Man is Deadbeat DadFormer School Man is Deadbeat Dad

DNA paternity test results filed with the
Essex Family and Probate Court this week
show that “with 99.999% certainty” former
Lawrence School Committeeman Ralph
Carrero is the father of Lawrence City
Councilor Gonzalez’s daughter.

According to documents filed in Salem
Probate and Family Court last September;
Councilor Barbara Gonzalez, from District
“C”, accused Carrero of being the father of
her daughter born in 2003. City Councilor
Gonzales also alleged that Mr. Carrero
refused to pay child support for their
daughter, now two years old.

Former Lawrence School Committeeman
Ralph Carrero has repeatedly denied being
the father of Lawrence City Councilor
Barbara Gonzalez’ child.

Councilor Gonzalez asked the court to
order suitable child support, retroactive
child support from the date of birth of the
child - September 24, 2003 - and order Carrero
to provide health and dental insurance for
his daughter.

“In the years I have been doing this, I
have never seen a paternity test result come
back with such a high degree of certainty as
to the identity of a father in question,” said
Attorney Sandy Durland of Packenham,
Schmidt and Federico, who represents
Barbara Gonzalez.

“The paternity test has been completed
and it is conclusive. The next step will be to
determine whether we can agree on paternity
before the court, given these findings. From
this point the court must determine what
would be an appropriate amount of child
support and whether or not Mr. Carrero will

Tom Duggan & Paula Porten

ask for or be granted visitation with his
child,” Durland said.

“He certainly has that right,” Attorney
Durland continued. “He is the father and as
the father he can petition for visitation as
well as custody if he so chooses, but I would
be very surprised if any court would grant
any kind of custody after he denied being
the father for so long.”

As of this report, Carrero has shown no
interest and made no formal request for
court-ordered visitation with his daughter.

Carrero, who is married and until recently
lived on Dartmouth Street in Lawrence, (two
houses away from Councilor Gonzalez), is
president of the board of trustees at the
Lawrence Family Development Charter
School on West Street in Lawrence. Carrero
is also a coordinator of student services at
a local high school.

Within days of the Valley Patriot breaking
the exclusive story last September, Carrero
sold his house and moved out of Lawrence

yet he remains on the board of the Family
Development Charter School. Carrero
served two (four year) terms on the
Lawrence School Committee and was the
first Latino ever elected to public office in
the history of Lawrence.

He ran for mayor unsuccessfully in 2001
and has been a board member of both the
Dominican American National Roundtable
in Washington D.C. and the Casa
Dominicana in Lawrence.

During his eight years on the Lawrence
School Committee, and as a candidate for
mayor in 2001, Carrero frequently lectured
parents about not taking responsibility for
their children and spoke often about the
“importance of fathers taking responsibility
for their own children.”

“Parent involvement is critical to the
successful development of every child,”
Carrero said during a political debate in 2001.

Atty Sandy Durland of Packenham, Schmidt and

Federico on Ralph Carerro. Durland represents

Lawrence City Councilor Barbara Gonzalez.

“In the years I have been doing

this, I have never seen a paternity

test result come back with such a

high degree of certainty

(99.999%) as to the identity of a

father in question,”

DNA Proves Carrero the FatherDNA Proves Carrero the FatherDNA Proves Carrero the FatherDNA Proves Carrero the FatherDNA Proves Carrero the Father
Former School Man is Deadbeat DadFormer School Man is Deadbeat DadFormer School Man is Deadbeat DadFormer School Man is Deadbeat DadFormer School Man is Deadbeat Dad

Continue on Page 10

VALLEY PATRIOT EXCLUSIVE!

Jim
Cassidy
Page 19

Senior Moments

Lawrence

Council President

National Columnist

Methuen Councilor

Fmr Haverhill Mayor

Haverhill Mayor

Haverhill Council
President

Lawrence
Superintendent

Democrat U.S. Senator

Smart Growth in
The Valley

Page 16

V  a  l  l  e  y V a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e yV a l l e y  P  a  t  r  i  o  tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o tP a t r i o t



 2        The Valley Patriot                     December -  2005

Each month the Valley Patriot honors

Veterans of the U.S. military who fought

for this country at great personal risk and

tremendous personal sacrifice.

Normally, we prefer to use the limited

space within this newspaper to showcase

the great bravery and selfless dedication

our veterans have exhibited for the safety

of our nation and the rest of the world.

We call our monthly feature “Heroes in

Our Midst.”

And normally we wouldn’t waste a drop of ink giving American

traitors and terrorist appeasers the publicity that they so desperately

seek. But, this month we break with our usual policy.

For the past two weeks, newly elected Lawrence School

Committeeman Martina Cruz has been actively promoting  a

deserter named Camilo Mejia.

According to the fliers Ms. Cruz has been circulating, former

staff Sergeant Camilo Mejia joined the U.S. Army to get the benefits

of a free college education. Shortly after being assigned to fight

terrorism in Iraq, however, Mejia deserted his post and refused

to return to duty. He spent a year in prison and is now making

the lecture circuit.

Mejia now gives aid and comfort to the terrorists by promoting

the myth that our troops are in Iraq to torture civilians, abuse

prisoners and engage in a war that he calls “illegal and immoral.”

He does not put the misdeeds of a few in context, but instead

twists them to smear his country and undermine its efforts to

defeat terrorism.

Wednesday Camilo spoke at the Lawrence library at an event

sponsored by a terrorist appeasement group called “United for

Justice with Peace” and “Merrimack Valley People for Peace.” Two

groups that see the United States as the source of evil in the
world and not dictators and terrorists such as Saddam Hussein or
Usama bin Laden.

We find it disturbing that Mejia has received a heroes welcome
by anyone in the Merrimack Valley, especially on Spanish language

radio by “Latino” immigrants who should be grateful that they

are now living in a country where young Americans are willing to
fight around the world so that all Americans can live here in
comfort and freedom.

Mejia is no hero! His actions verge on treason, he has ignored
his obligation to the U.S. Army and now he tours the nation

spreading the terrorist’s propaganda about our brave American

troops (and their mission to defeat terrorists) - the same rhetoric
used by the defenders of Usama Bin Laden and Saddam Hussein.

Shame on Camilo Mejia and shame on Martina Cruz for
promoting him as a hero when he should be condemned for his
betrayal of our country and its ideals.
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Representative Barry R. Finegold spoke at Harvard
University on Saturday at the school’s forum on
the Darfur Genocide. The forum was a combination
of efforts of students from surrounding colleges
and universities, and included participants from
universities as far away as Michigan and California.
The student organizers had invited Representative
Finegold to speak after one of its organizers, a
Brandeis University sophomore, read an editorial
authored by Representative Finegold in a local
newspaper.

“Where were my grandparents when the Nazis
were killing thousands of European Jews, where
were my parents during the Cambodian Genocide,

when 1.7 million Cambodians were slaughtered, and where was I in 1994 during
the genocide in Rwanda,” Representative Finegold rhetorically asked the 200
students and community members in attendance at Fong Theater on the Harvard
campus.

“I did not want to sit back and do nothing this time, as every day hundreds of
men, women, and children are massacred in the Darfur region of Sudan.”

A civil war is brewing in Sudan in which attacks are carried out by the government
and its allied Janjaweed militias. More than two and a half years into the crisis,
the western Sudanese region of Darfur is acknowledged to be a humanitarian and
human rights tragedy of the first order: as many as 5,000 people, overwhelmingly
civilians, are dying every month. The situation continues to deteriorate as people
are still dying in large numbers of malnutrition and disease, although humanitarian
access has improved.

Darfur has only recently received attention from political leaders and major
media, causing some to question the slow response and little outrage. Only recently
has Massachusetts adopted legislation that calls to remove pension fund
investments from all companies doing business with Sudan, a bill that
Representative Finegold has co-signed.

“For those of you who think, it is too far away, they do not matter, I am too busy,”
commented Representative Finegold, “remember, you still go home every night
without having to face the fears facing the Sudanese people.”

Representative Finegold issued a call-to-action to the students in attendance
and implored them to contact their local officials and ask them to sign onto and to
support the legislation before the Massachusetts House of Representatives and
similar legislation in other states.

“It is time for action,” commented Representative Finegold.

FINEGOLD SPEAKS AT HARVARD’S
DARFUR FORUM

Camilo Mejia, deserter
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United States Senator Joseph Lieberman, (D) Conn.
I have just returned from my fourth trip to Iraq in the past

17 months and can report real progress there. More work
needs to be done, of course, but the Iraqi people are in
reach of a watershed transformation from the primitive, killing
tyranny of Saddam to modern, self-governing, self-securing
nationhood — unless the great American military that has
given them and us this unexpected opportunity is
prematurely withdrawn.

Progress is visible and practical. In the Kurdish North,
there is continuing security and growing prosperity. The
primarily Shiite South remains largely free of terrorism,
receives much more electric power and other public services
than it did under Saddam, and is experiencing greater
economic activity. The Sunni triangle, geographically
defined by Baghdad to the east, Tikrit to the north and
Ramadi to the west, is where most of the terrorist enemy
attacks occur. And yet here, too, there is progress.

There are many more cars on the streets, satellite television
dishes on the roofs, and literally millions more cell phones
in Iraqi hands than before. All of that says the Iraqi economy
is growing. And Sunni candidates are actively campaigning
for seats in the National Assembly. People are working their
way toward a functioning society and economy in the midst
of a very brutal, inhumane, sustained terrorist war against
the civilian population and the Iraqi and American military
there to protect it.

It is a war between 27 million and 10,000; 27 million Iraqis
who want to live lives of freedom, opportunity and
prosperity and roughly 10,000 terrorists who are either
Saddam revanchists, Iraqi Islamic extremists or al Qaeda
foreign fighters who know their wretched causes will be set
back if Iraq becomes free and modern. The terrorists are
intent on stopping this by instigating a civil war to produce
the chaos that will allow Iraq to replace Afghanistan as the
base for their fanatical war-making. We are fighting on the
side of the 27 million because the outcome of this war is
critically important to the security and freedom of America.
If the terrorists win, they will be emboldened to strike us
directly again and to further undermine the growing stability
and progress in the Middle East, which has long been a
major American national and economic security priority.

* * *

Before going to Iraq last week, I visited Israel and the
Palestinian Authority. Israel has been the only genuine
democracy in the region, but it is now getting some welcome
company from the Iraqis and Palestinians who are in the
midst of robust national legislative election campaigns, the
Lebanese who have risen up in proud self-determination
after the Hariri assassination to eject their Syrian occupiers
(the Syrian- and Iranian-backed Hezbollah militias should
be next), and the Kuwaitis, Egyptians and Saudis who have
taken steps to open up their governments more broadly to
their people. In my meeting with the thoughtful prime
minister of Iraq, Ibrahim al-Jaafari, he declared with justifiable
pride that his country now has the most open, democratic
political system in the Arab world. He is right.

In the face of terrorist threats and escalating violence,
eight million Iraqis voted for their interim national
government in January, almost 10 million participated in the
referendum on their new constitution in October, and even
more than that are expected to vote in the elections for a
full-term government on Dec. 15. Every time the 27 million
Iraqis have been given the chance since Saddam was
overthrown, they have voted for self-government and hope
over the violence and hatred the 10,000 terrorists offer them.
Most encouraging has been the behavior of the Sunni
community, which, when disappointed by the proposed
constitution, registered to vote and went to the polls instead
of taking up arms and going to the streets. Last week, I was
thrilled to see a vigorous political campaign, and a large
number of independent television stations and newspapers
covering it.

None of these remarkable changes would have happened
without the coalition forces led by the U.S. And, I am
convinced, almost all of the progress in Iraq and throughout
the Middle East will be lost if those forces are withdrawn

faster than the Iraqi military is capable of securing the
country.

The leaders of Iraq’s duly elected government understand
this, and they asked me for reassurance about America’s
commitment. The question is whether the American people
and enough of their representatives in Congress from both
parties understand this. I am disappointed by Democrats
who are more focused on how President Bush took America
into the war in Iraq almost three years ago, and by
Republicans who are more worried about whether the war
will bring them down in next November’s elections, than
they are concerned about how we continue the progress in
Iraq in the months and years ahead.

Here is an ironic finding I brought back from Iraq. While
U.S. public opinion polls show serious declines in support
for the war and increasing pessimism about how it will end,
polls conducted by Iraqis for Iraqi universities show
increasing optimism. Two-thirds say they are better off than
they were under Saddam, and a resounding 82% are
confident their lives in Iraq will be better a year from now
than they are today. What a colossal mistake it would be
for America’s bipartisan political leadership to choose this
moment in history to lose its will and, in the famous phrase,
to seize defeat from the jaws of the coming victory.

The leaders of America’s military and diplomatic forces
in Iraq, Gen. George Casey and Ambassador Zal Khalilzad,
have a clear and compelling vision of our mission there. It
is to create the environment in which Iraqi democracy,
security and prosperity can take hold and the Iraqis
themselves can defend their political progress against those
10,000 terrorists who would take it from them.

* * *

Does America have a good plan for doing this, a strategy
for victory in Iraq? Yes we do. And it is important to make it
clear to the American people that the plan has not remained
stubbornly still but has changed over the years. Mistakes,
some of them big, were made after Saddam was removed,
and no one who supports the war should hesitate to admit
that; but we have learned from those mistakes and, in
characteristic American fashion, from what has worked and
not worked on the ground. The administration’s recent use
of the banner “clear, hold and build” accurately describes
the strategy as I saw it being implemented last week.

We are now embedding a core of coalition forces in every
Iraqi fighting unit, which makes each unit more effective
and acts as a multiplier of our forces. Progress in “clearing”
and “holding” is being made. The Sixth Infantry Division
of the Iraqi Security Forces now controls and polices more
than one-third of Baghdad on its own. Coalition and Iraqi
forces have together cleared the previously terrorist-
controlled cities of Fallujah, Mosul and Tal Afar, and most

of the border with Syria. Those areas are now being “held”
secure by the Iraqi military themselves. Iraqi and coalition
forces are jointly carrying out a mission to clear Ramadi,
now the most dangerous city in Al-Anbar province at the
west end of the Sunni Triangle.

Nationwide, American military leaders estimate that about
one-third of the approximately 100,000 members of the Iraqi
military are able to “lead the fight” themselves with logistical
support from the U.S., and that that number should double
by next year. If that happens, American military forces could
begin a drawdown in numbers proportional to the increasing
self-sufficiency of the Iraqi forces in 2006. If all goes well, I
believe we can have a much smaller American military
presence there by the end of 2006 or in 2007, but it is also
likely that our presence will need to be significant in Iraq or
nearby for years to come.

The economic reconstruction of Iraq has gone slower
than it should have, and too much money has been wasted
or stolen. Ambassador Khalilzad is now implementing reform
that has worked in Afghanistan — Provincial
Reconstruction Teams, composed of American economic
and political experts, working in partnership in each of Iraq’s
18 provinces with its elected leadership, civil service and
the private sector. That is the “build” part of the “clear,
hold and build” strategy, and so is the work American and
international teams are doing to professionalize national
and provincial governmental agencies in Iraq.

These are new ideas that are working and changing the
reality on the ground, which is undoubtedly why the Iraqi
people are optimistic about their future — and why the
American people should be, too.

* * *

I cannot say enough about the U.S. Army and Marines
who are carrying most of the fight for us in Iraq. They are
courageous, smart, effective, innovative, very honorable
and very proud. After a Thanksgiving meal with a great
group of Marines at Camp Fallujah in western Iraq, I asked
their commander whether the morale of his troops had been
hurt by the growing public dissent in America over the war
in Iraq. His answer was insightful, instructive and
inspirational: “I would guess that if the opposition and
division at home go on a lot longer and get a lot deeper it
might have some effect, but, Senator, my Marines are
motivated by their devotion to each other and the cause,
not by political debates.”

Thank you, General. That is a powerful, needed message
for the rest of America and its political leadership at this
critical moment in our nation’s history. Semper Fi.

Mr. Lieberman is a United States Senator from
Connecticut. and is a Democrat. Lieberman ran for the
democratic nomination for president.

Our Troops Must Stay In Iraq

"The terrorists are intent on
stopping [us] by instigating a civil
war to produce the chaos that will
allow Iraq to replace Afghanistan as
the base for their fanatical war-
making. We are fighting on the side
of the 27 million because the
outcome of this war is critically
important to the security and
freedom of America. If the terrorists
win, they will be emboldened to strike
us directly again and to further
undermine the growing stability and
progress in the Middle East..."

 Senator Joe Lieberman (D)
 of Connecticut
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The Valley Patriot welcomes letters to the editor on any topic. We also welcome column/article
submissions from elected officials, neighborhood associations, community organizers, average
citizens, and newsmakers. Though we may not agree with the opinions expressed in submissions,
our mission is to give readers the unique opportunity to receive important information from those
who are driving important public issues without the "creative editing" policy employed by most
newspapers. Submissions from guest columnists/writers in The Valley Patriot are published without
the filtered agenda of an editorial board. If you would like to write a column, letter or article for
The Valley Patriot, please email us at: ValleyPatriot@aol.com
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 A New Era of Opportunity Rising for the
Merrimack Valley Region of Massachusetts

John Michitson & Seth Itzkan

Innovation Valley:

“—a silver cascade
which falls all the way
from the White
Mountains to the sea,
- and behold a city on
each successive
plateau, a busy colony
of human beavers
around every fall. Not

to mention Newburyport and Haverhill, see
Lawrence, and Lowell… When at length it
has escaped from under the last of the
factories it has a level and unmolested
passage to the sea…”

- Henry David Thoreau, A Week on the
Concord and Merrimack Rivers, 1839

History: The Merrimack River - The Brawn
of American Industry

In 1839 Thoreau described in his journal
the brawn of America’s industrial revolution
– The Merrimack River. Starting from “above
the clouds” in the White Mountains to its
mouth at Plum Island on the Atlantic, the
mighty Merrimack flows 117 miles through
the core of industrial New England, and was,
until fairly recently, the principal energy
source for the entire region.

What the river gave this region, in addition
to its obvious power, was an incentive for
innovation and an identity as the birthplace
of America’s industrial revolution. The mills
that blossomed on its shores were
unprecedented in their mechanical
sophistication and hydropower
engineering. The Merrimack River Valley
was the Silicon Valley of its era, the original
Route 128. It was where material science,
resource management, skilled labor, and
profits all converged on a grand scale.

A New Era

Today, this legacy is reawakening. A new
era of innovative, energy smart approaches
to manufacturing and economic
development is on the march – and helping,
we believe, to recreate an industrial
revolution in America.

Innovation Valley

To help move this process forward, we
have started the Innovation Valley Initiative
(http://www.ivalley.org). The Innovation
Valley Initiative seeks to inspire a new era

of economic growth in
the region that was the
birthplace of America’s
industrial revolution. It
seeks to do this through
the application of
innovative practices
across all germane
sectors, including:
housing, industry, transportation, and
energy. The initiative envisions the entire
Merrimack Valley of Massachusetts, from
Lowell to Newburyport, as a single
collaborative region, creating in the process
corridors of innovation.

Eco-Industrial Networking

One innovation we are working on
advancing, particularly germane to energy
and the industrial base of the region, is
known as Eco-Industrial Networking (EIN).
Eco-Industrial Networking is an emerging
voluntary practice in industry that is
stimulating growth while reducing energy
consumption and minimizing environmental
impacts.

Specifically, Eco-Industrial Networking
means the cost-effective coordination of
resources and energy flows among diverse
industries in close proximity. It creates
mutually beneficial opportunities to manage
neighboring industries like shared facilities,
so that profits are maximized and risks
mitigated. Because it depends on industries
in close proximity, each implementation has
a distinctly regional impact. In practice it
has saved participating firms tens of millions
of dollars and significant reductions in waste
products and ground and surface water
usage.

The Merrimack Valley Region is
particularly well suited for an aggressive EIN
campaign. Its concentration of tightly
packed industrial complexes along the river
is legendary. Specifically, as tabulated by
the Merrimack Valley Planning Council
(mvpc.org), there are 19 managed industrial
parks and 1,700 industrial parcels. These
occupy 8,500 acres, or 5% of the total land
mass of the region. An EIN campaign that
helped regional industries maximize their by-

John Michitson Seth Itzkan

“This is my neighborhood. You and your
friends should show me some respect.
You should let me wet my beak a little.” -

The Godfather II

Yes, wet our beaks a little, to the tune of
$2.0 to $2.5 million. That is the amount of
respect the Town of North Andover wants
to receive from Ozzy Properties for the
privilege of making desired improvements
to what had been the Lucent complex. That
amount, and maybe some free office space,
a parcel of land for another municipal
building and a few other miscellaneous
considerations. Basically, whatever the
town can get. Since the amount of tribute is
yet to be determined, I will subsequently
refer to it as MM, which the reader can
interpret as “Multi-Millions” or “Mucho
Moolah.”

What did North Andover do to deserve
this respect? Well, nothing really. The MM
is to convince selectmen that they should
support Ozzy Properties’ request to amend
our zoning bylaws so that they can develop
what they refer to as Osgood Landing. The
proposed development has a number of
wonderful features. Among these
improvements are the addition of 650
residential units with enough “affordable
housing” units to meet the town’s quota
under the state’s Chapter 40B regulations, a
potential train station, and a new retail
complex. The net result is a substantial
revitalization of the area, along with a major
increase in tax revenues for North Andover.

So, why does Ozzy Properties need help
from our board of selectmen? Technically,
they don’t.What they need is for town meet-
ing to pass a requested zoning change to
what is referred to as “Chapter 40R” (also
known by government aficionados as a
“Smart Growth Zoning Overlay District”).
The MM is to convince selectmen that the
zoning change is a good idea so that they
will recommend approval to town meeting
voters.

But wait a minute. The development is
either a good idea or it isn’t. How does MM
factor into it? I suppose, if the balance of
good vs. evil were slightly negative, MM
could make up the difference. But no one is
arguing that the development plan is bad.

This begs the question: Who should
decide what is a good or a bad development
plan? Who owns the property? Is it Ozzy
Properties or is it the town? Did the
selectmen invest their hard-earned money
in this project? Who is the biggest loser if
the development is an economic failure?
Who has the greatest incentive to create a
successful development project? Is this

private property or public property? What
does it mean to own private property if you
do not have the right to determine how it
should be used?

Clearly, there is some justification for
government concern and oversight. If the
project has a direct impact on the local
infrastructure (roads, sewer, etc.) or causes
environmental impact to other property
owners, then these issues need to be
addressed.

There are no claimed environmental
impacts with this development, so there are
only two other possible reasons to demand
MM. Either there are one-time infrastructure
costs that the town will incur that have to
be covered, OR there are recurring operating
costs that must be paid for.

But MM is for neither of these. All known,
one-time costs are being separately
addressed (not part of the MM payment)
and the town is negotiating for any required
compensation. Recurring costs, such as
added enrollment in our schools and/or
additional public safety outlays, should be
covered by future taxes to be paid annually
by the property owners. In fact, current
estimates of these tax revenues range
between $2 million and $2.5 million each year,
which is close to one million dollars per year
more than the estimated increase in costs to
the town. It should be noted that, while
these estimates are from the developer, a
positive cash flow is also projected in initial
town estimates. In the unlikely event that a
negative cash flow was to be predicted, it
should be corrected via plan changes and
not covered up by a one-time donation.

So why are the selectmen demanding
MM? Because they can.

Because if the selectmen refuse to endorse
the project – even if they know it is good for
the town – town meeting may refuse to pass
the zoning change and Ozzy Properties will
not be able to proceed with their
development.

In a recent public meeting where MM for
Ozzy Properties was being discussed, the
town’s “negotiator” told officials how much
he and other “negotiators” had wrested from
other developers with similar developments
in other towns. He then noted that, as our
“negotiator” in the matter, he was a
“junkyard dog.” I’ve never owned or even
met a junkyard dog, but they sound pretty
ferocious to me. Maybe he can be a
particularly ferocious junkyard dog because

Continued on Page 20
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Haverhill Mayor Jim Fiorentini hard at work in his office

Haverhill Mayor

James Fiorentini

Haverhill
From the Desk of

To the Wonderful People of
Haverhill

Thank you for the confidence you have
shown in my administration and me by your
vote in the recent election. I am honored
and humbled by the vote. I will work as hard
as I can to keep your confidence over the
next two years.

If there is ever a time you feel I could be
serving you better, please do not hesitate
to contact me personally.

Thank you again,

Sincerely, Jim Fiorentini

Haverhill’s Bond Rating

Our bond Rating up AGAIN. This shows
that Haverhill is on the right track, but we
have a long way to go.

The bond rating determines how much a
city will pay in interest when it borrows
money and is the fiscal report card for a city.

Two years ago, our bond rating sunk to
one notch above junk bond status. Now,
Standard and Poor’s has raised our bond
rating again, this time from BBB- to BBB.

The improvement shows that we are on
the right track in tackling our fiscal problems
but we still have a long way to go towards
fiscal stability. It saves us $20,000
immediately and much more in the long run.

However, the rating of BBB is not where
we want to be. We should be an A-rated
city.

In raising the bond rating, here is what
the credit rating agency said: “Haverhill’s
new management team, including its current
mayor, who is entering his second term, and
the finance director, has adopted numerous
financial policies and budget practices in
the wake of the budgetary stress caused by
Hale Hospital’s operating deficits and state
aid cuts in fiscals 2003 and 2004.

Although new, Haverhill’s management
has indicated an eagerness to follow
policies and procedures in place that offer
an opportunity for long-term budgetary

s t r u c t u r a l
b a l a n c e . ”
Many people
deserve credit
for the bond

rating going
u p .

These
include
t h e
m a n y
f i n e
employees
of our
c i t y

w h o
h a v e
had to
w o r k
l o n g e r
a n d
h a r d e r ,
pay more
on their
h e a l t h
i n s u r a n c e
p r e m i u m s
and do
without pay
raises for the
past two years.

Their hard work and sacrifice has helped
put the city back on the path towards fiscal
stability.

Crime Hot Spot Policy

Seems To Bear Fruit

After a flurry of gang related violence this
summer, the city reacted quickly. The city
set up a Gang Task force, joined an area
Federal and State gang task force, instituted
neighborhood meetings, arrested numerous
people involved in gang related activity, and
instituted more police patrols in high crime
neighborhoods. One of the things the task
force brought out was the need for more
cooperation between Lawrence and
Haverhill detectives.

The policy seems to be bearing fruit.
According to an article in a local newspaper,
neighbors said the increased patrols
definitely made a difference in their
neighborhoods.

The name for this type of police policy is
hot spot policing: concentrating police on
areas where there are large numbers of crimes
at certain times.

There has
been a good deal
of empirical
research about
a l t e r n a t i v e
p o l i c i n g
methods. The
best summary I
can locate is
e n t i t l e d
P r e v e n t i n g
Crime: What
Works, What
Doesn’t, What’s Promising by Professor
Lawrence Sherman, for the National Institute
of Justice. See ncjrs.org/works/index.htm.
Here are some quotes from the study:
“Hiring more police to provide rapid 911
responses, unfocused random patrol, and
reactive arrests does not prevent serious
crime. Community policing without a clear
focus on crime risk factors generally shows
no effect on crime. But directed patrols,
proactive arrests and problem-solving at
high-crime hot spots has shown substantial
evidence of crime prevention….” See
ncjrs.org/works/chapter8.htm .

No one really knows what causes crime
to go up and down but we are happy it is
going down in Haverhill.

Heat Bills

When I travel around, people tell me that
one of their prime concerns is the rising cost
of heating fuel.

A new bill passed by the legislature allows
tax breaks for homeowners with high heating
bills. Taxpayers earning less than $50,000
as single filers or $75,000 if filing jointly will
be able to deduct up to $800 for oil or natural
gas heating bills incurred between Nov. 1
and March 31, 2006.

The same law also provides one-time tax
credits for homeowners who buy energy-
efficient appliances.

Here are some web sites for more
information: boston.com/news/local/
massachuset ts /ar t ic les/2005/11/22/
romney_house_senate_leaders_celebrate_new_energy_bills/

A good source of information and charts
is mass.gov/dhcd/components/cs/Fuel/
default.htm.

Tax Rate Going Down,

Tax Bills Going Up

There is good news and bad news about
our real estate tax bills. The good news is
that the tax rate is going down, slightly, for

both commercial and residential users. The
bad news is that the tax bill, the only thing
we care about, is going up.

The reason is that taxes are a multiple of
the value of your home times the tax rate. If
the value of your home goes up, then your
taxes go up. In Haverhill, as in most of this
portion of the country, the average

r e s i d e n t i a l
house value
went up. Values
went up around
6% in one year
in Haverhill.
Commercial and
i n d u s t r i a l
values also
went up, but by
a lower rate. The
result is that tax
bills are up, on

average $159.

However, averages can be deceiving. Your
home value may not be the average and your
increase may be much more, or much less,
than the average.

You will get the new tax bill around the
first of the year. You can pay your bill on
line and get a good deal of information from
our web site,  ci.haverhill.ma.us. If you
believe your tax bill is too high, you can
you check out similar properties at
haverhill.patriotproperties.com/default.asp
or by a link from the assessor’s web page at
ci.haverhill.ma.us/departments/finance/
assessor/index.htm. If you want to file for
abatement, you can download the form at
the same page.

Festival of Trees

Festival of Trees: The fourth annual
Festival of Trees ran from November 25th

through December 4th at the Haverhill
Historical Society, 240 Water St. The event
was a huge success again this year.

Christmas stroll:Join us this Friday from
5 to –9 PM downtown for the annual
Christmas Stroll. Bring the kids to meet
Santa, to sing along with all of us, and to
generally have a good time. I always find
the stroll a time to meet with my neighbors;
It is how Christmas used to be when we all
went downtown to shop—before the malls.

Happy Holidays

From my family to yours, our best wishes
for a great holiday season. Please stop by
the Mayors office on December 15h from
noon to 2 PM for the Mayor’s annual
holiday party to greet the public.

Feedback wanted

I am going to work harder on getting
feedback from the public in my next term. I’ll
do this in several ways: by neighborhood
meetings, by having focus groups that meet
with me for a brown bag luncheon series on

various topics (I am having one on WIFI,
on downtown cleanliness, and other topics)
and by asking for feedback more in this
newsletter. Take a moment to fill this out
and tell us how we are doing as a city:

Taxes

Taxes are going up an average of $159 per
household. Is this:

About what you expected for an increase.

More than you expected for an increase.

Less than you expected for an increase.

If you had the money to improve service
in one area and only one area, what area
would you have us improve it:

Add one or two more school teachers

Add one or two more policemen

Add one or two more firemen

Add one or two more people to the
highway department

Reduce taxes by the amount and give us
a small break

Other:

No fair saying all of above.

Trivia

Now that I got the question right, many
of you got the answer right! The answer is
that Blue and White was the color of St.
James High School. Among those who knew
were newly elected city councilor Dave
Swartz, (a graduate of St. James High
School), my sainted mother, Lucy Fiorentini
(who attended St. James grammar school);
John J. Ryan III, JOEFEO, Ric Page, Bill
Lappiere, my favorite aunt Helen Sullivan,
and others.

Here is this month’s question: We all know
that Haverhill High School graduation is held
at the Haverhill stadium, a stadium we hope
can be renovated with the money we are
getting from the State.

Where was graduation held before it was
at the stadium?

Till next month, if I can be of service, or if
you can think of ways to improve service in
our city, do not hesitate to contact me or,
please stop by for our office hours, Tuesday
from 3 to 4 PM.

Have a great Christmas. Stop by the
Mayor’s office for our Christmas open house
on December 15th at noon.

There is good news and bad

news about our real estate tax

bills. The good news is that

the tax rate is going down,

slightly, for both commercial

and residential users. The bad

news is that the tax bills, the

only thing we care about, is

going up.

Jim Fiorentini is the mayor of
Haverhill and was just elected to his
second term. Mayor Fiorentini is a
Democrat. No public money was used
to produce or distribute his newsletter.
You can E-mail Jim Fiorentini at:
jimfior02@aol.com
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million of the twenty or so the
city has owed against the
Hale.

And you could also add
here money from the federal
government that reimbursed
the city for some of the care
the hospital gave for free to

the poor. All this Brian got because he led
the local delegation (and they also deserve
credit) in the cheer that the city deserves
help because it had once been nice and it
took a risk to save its hospital, a hospital
that remains an essential component in
regional health-care services.

But the city was supposed to come with
ways to fill in the gap over the last three
years and in the years going forward. In fact,
the city has been “naughty.”

The ways that it filled the gap for the last
three years it now cannot use for the years
remaining on the debt. I’m talking about the
sale of city lands. Over the last three years,
the city sold about 8 million dollars worth of
land and buildings. Unless city hall’s for sale,
there’s not much left to sell. It took the quick
and naughty route to pay its bills and it now
doesn’t have a plan for the future. This is
what Councilor Hart meant when he said that
the mayor was misrepresenting our financial
prospects and, in fact, things would get
worse before they got better. That’s why
it’s going to be hard to ask Santa again. And,
although Brian has been a Santa, he doesn’t
have Santa’s unilateral power. He has to sell
his story to his leadership and colleagues. I
hope he can, but it won’t be easy. It would
have been easier if he could have said that
the city had done a lot to meet its so-called
structural deficit, that it used the 18 million
in additional assistance to put together a
long-range plan. Instead, however, it flittered
it away. It was naughty not nice.

But this is also a season of hope. Maybe
if things begin to really change next year, if
we take steps to increase revenues without
raising taxes, and if we find ways of being
more efficient and cost conscious, then
Brian can argue that the city deserves a bit
more financial help. I hope so because as I
see it we’re REALLY going to need Santa
next year. For all he’s done so far, however,
let’s all thank Santa right now.

Haverhill

HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!HAVERHILL'S  FUTURE!

Santa Claus

Jim Rurak, Former Mayor of Haverhill

Haverhill (NECC) Professor
Mark Palermo

In a continuing effort to improve the city’s
quality of life, Mayor James J. Fiorentini
announced last week a new set of
procedures to deal with noise and trash
complaints:

“Improving the quality of life for our
citizens is a major goal of this administration.
The stepped up enforcement we announced
today will enable our police and code
enforcement officers to more easily enforce
noise and trash violations.

Tuesday, I will ask the City Council to
adopt a new noise ordinance, which will
make enforcement easier. In addition, the
ordinance we adopted two weeks ago,
established noise and trash as civil
violations. This allows police officers and
code enforcement officers to enforce noise
and trash complaints and a streamlined
means of enforcing procedures and
avoiding long waits in criminal court.”

The City has also purchased a new noise
meter, which will be in use by the Police
Department

“Our old noise ordinance was difficult to
enforce and cases were difficult to win in
court. This new ordinance sets definite

decibel readings that cannot be exceeded.
The ordinance also sets a quiet time from
11:00PM until the morning and empowers
police officers to issue non-criminal
complaints for violation of the noise
ordinances. Police officers armed with the
new decibel reader and the new noise
ordinance will now be able to better respond
to noise complaints.”

To enforce complaints about trash the City
will now issue a new codebook to police
officers and health and inspectional
officials, which will allow for the civil
disposition of trash complaints.

“The new set of procedures, new code
and new ticket book will allow our officers
and code enforcement officials to better
respond complaints about trash and
littering.”

Fiorentini said that keeping the City quiet
and cleaner will continue to be key
administration goals:

“ People in the inner city often commented
to me that they would like it quieter at night.
“These stepped up measures will help the
residents of our city to be able to sleep at
night.” Fiorentini said.

Fiorentini  Announces Crack

Down On Noise And Trash

For the last three years, city
officials gave us one excuse for
everything they didn’t do,
namely, the Hale debt. What
they, and more specifically,
what the mayor failed to tell us
is how in fact they made the
annual 7 million dollar Hale debt
payment each of these last 3
years. The answer is “Santa Claus” also
known as Rep. Brian Dempsey.

I want to applaud his successes but also
sound an alarm. It’s the same one Councilor
Hart sounded at the recent budget
conference, namely, that things are not so
rosy as the mayor portrays them; his budget
surplus is built on thin ice.

Thin ice is an image in keeping with the
season and I’m going to run the risk of
pushing seasonal imagery a little further by
organizing this article in this way. Brian
Dempsey succeeded in getting the city a
bundle of money over the last three years
because he could argue that the city got
into financial difficulty because it had once
been “nice.” It sponsored a regional hospital
that was a vital link in the health care chain
for the commonwealth, and, was the
essential health care provider for the
region’s poor. Hence, the state should give
the city some financial assistance, some
breathing room, to pull itself together
financially after the municipal hospital went
belly-up.

But, because the city has done little on
its own in these last three years to develop
recurring, not one-time, revenues, it has been
“naughty.” So it’s not likely that the city
will get, next Christmas, a gift like it did this
year.

Here are the facts: of the seven million
dollar annual Hale payment, almost six of it
each year came from actions which Brian
led through the legislature. Add these up:

An average of 2 million per year for fiscal
years ’04, ’05, ’06 in “hospital aid;” an
annualized savings of about 2.7 million due
to early retirements (legislation that
Dempsey sponsored); over a quarter of a
million average each year in additional
lottery assistance; about one half million
dollars each year from the energy grant
(Brian helped pass the legislation that
authorized this). This already totals 5.5
million annually for the last three years. Add
to this, the taxes now being paid on the old
Hale and Glynn, the sale of which Brian also
helped, and you get to 6 million dollars
annually for the last three years; that’s 18

Jim Rurak is a professor at Boston
College and is the former mayor of
Haverhill. Email your comments or
questions to Jim Rurak at
JARandKAS@comcast.net

Continued on Page 24

What a mess the world is. Here in the
United States alone, 6 million children are
on antidepressants. Ten million alcoholics.
Probably as many drug addicts. Crime.
Violence. Terrorism. What in the world is
wrong with people? We seem to be on a
collision course with hell itself.  In 600 BC,
the Chinese sage Lao-Tse taught that men
and women must move in conscious
interdependence and interaction with
nature. Failure to so results in disharmony
and unrest.

 Today I read where 600 pounds of
plutonium may be “missing” from Los
Alamos. Perhaps this time some nutcase will
succeed in an act of destruction, and we
will be forced to start over again: living in
forests, cutting raw logs and growing
pumpkins, cooking and heating by fire.
Maybe then we will reintegrate the ancient,
elemental values: the family circle, honesty,
hard work, reverence for God and nature,
harmony- and of course the human touch.

America is a great country, and we long
ago established our place in the world as
the purveyors of popular culture and values
to the rest of the world. It’s what we do best.
We market products and services to quench
every possible human need. And when
people run out of needs to quench -or never
had them in the first place, we stimulate and
develop new “needs” for them.

I had a Russian woman as a student a few
years back who told me about community
centers in the old Soviet Union where
mothers, if they were not well or not
producing milk, could take babies and
young children for breast feeding by public
wet nurses. I asked how much the wet
nurses charged for their services, and I was
surprised to learn that they did it for free- as
service to the community and duty to Mother
Russia.

In a capitalist system, such services would
be financially compensated, which caused

me to wonder. Has anybody ever marketed
the human touch? I am not referring to the
world’s oldest profession, but rather the
human touch differentiated from its sexual
context. I came across a magazine article
about a concept called “Cuddle Party.”  It
works like this. You pay thirty bucks and
you get to cuddle other people at a special
cuddle party.  It’s not an orgy. In fact it’s
supervised by a facilitator who goes over
ground rules, puts it on a high level,
establishes a safe environment, and explains
how to respect personal boundaries. The
rules are listed on the website: Ask
permission before cuddling. Mind your
personal hygiene. Pajamas stay on the whole
time. You are not obliged to cuddle anyone
at any time. And no sex. Cuddle rules are
enforced by “cuddle lifeguards.”
(bouncers?) Sexual feelings are OK if they
arise, but “no dry humping.”
(cuddleparty.com)

 Imagine you are a young, ambitious
twenty something. You have recently left
behind your apartment in Ma and Pa’s
basement and followed the yellow brick road
to New York or LA. You work hard at your
career. At the end of the day, you go home
to your apartment and have a nice meal. But
then what? Another night of TV?
Barhopping- trying to hook up with
strangers? Occasionally your aspirations
come to fruition and the desired full contact
is achieved. Even then, however, given the
anonymous and uncaring nature of today’s
passionless hookups, the insistent hunger
for human touch may yet be unsatisfied,
perhaps even exacerbated. But for thirty
bucks, your need can be answered.

I asked my wife- who is from Latin
America- her take on cuddle parties. The
concept wouldn’t work there she says. Latin
Americans get touched and hugged all the

CUDDLE PARTIES

OP
EN

Helping you care for yours, the way

we care for ours...

New England
Psychological Consultants

45 Merrimack St., 5th Fl., Ste. 502

Lowell, MA 01853

Phone: 978-452-7038

Call for Rates

Pediatric, Adult and Geriatric
Neuropsychological and

Psychological Assessment

...WHEN YOU NEED A HELPING HAND

Everybody hurts sometimes ...

Understanding your own, your child's, loved

one's, or elderly's needs can often be confusing.

It's okay to reach out for help. We're here

to help you through these times with

Individual, Family, Group therapy or

Assessment

Dr. Guzman

Random Thoughts


